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vathertather and to the son and to the
holy ghost which is one god amen

OLIVER COWDERY
DAVID WHITMER
MARTIN HARRIS

oliver cowdery the chief scribe torfor
the prophet joseph smith and the
leading witness here fell by the way-
side not only did god reveal to him
and declare by his voice that this tois
a correct record translated by the
power of god but this same man
oliver cowdery in connection with
the prophet joseph smith had be-
stowed upon him the priest-
hood by john the baptist the man
who baptized our lord and savior
jesus christ he also had bestowed
upon him the MelchisedA or higher
priesthood by peter james and john
the three apostles of our lord and
savior jesus christ and although he
turned away from the church he
never failed to the day of his death
to bear witness of these things

an incident recently came to my
notice through elder C M nielsen of
this city brother nielsen was on a
mission in the eastern states after
trying in vain at several places to se-
cure entertainment he nakorn a man
who was just stepping into his wagon
to take him for a ride the man
turnedfumed groundaround and asked him a num-
ber of questions finally he asked
him where he was from and he told
him he was from utah and that he
was a mormon the man invited him
to get into his wagon and go home 1

with him when he got home ththe
man related the following incident in
the life of oliver cowdery after he
had left th church this man one
day was at the county seat as I1
remember it was springfield illinois
and there was a trial for murder going
on he dropped in just as the attor-
ney for the defense was making his
plea this attorney ensteinsteadad of de-
fending the prisoner took it upon
himself to ridicule the county prose
outing attorney who was none other
than oliver cowdery he asked
oliver cowdery to tell the jury what
he knew about the mormon bible
about the golden plates about old
joe smith and about the lie he had
signed his name to regarding the dldi
vanity of the book of mormon after
the attorney had finished oliver cow-
dery arose and in the presence of the
court and the assembled multitude
kike eacourthouseur being full he declarednin the gmostt solemn manner that every
word written in this testimony to the
divinity of the book of mormon was
true he declared that upon his head
peter james and john the apostles
of the tardlord jesus christ had laid
their hands and he had received from
them the Melchisedek priesthood that
upon his headbead john the baptist also
had laid hisbin hands and ordained him
to the priesthood sodsaid he
1I bear witness before the court and
the assembled multitude that the only
reason that I1 today am not in utah
with the body of the people called
cormonsmormons isAs because itI have committed
sin and I1 have fallen by the waywaysidesift
but the one ambition of my life is that
I1 may before I1 die regain my standing
in the church of jesus chrischrist orof lat
ter deyday saints this man testified
to elder that that testimony
hadbad made such a vivid impression up-
on his mind although it had been
some twenty or thirty years before
that he had never been able to geiget
away from it and from that day un-
til the day hebe met elder nielsen he
hadbad desired to meet a mormon eldereider
ttehe expressed delight at meeting elder
nielsen ardand he entertained him and
the result was that this man and all
hisbin family embraced the gospel of
jesus carfchristat

oliver rv himself bears testi-
mony in the following language with

reference to his receiving the
priesthood

these were days never to be for-
gotten to sit under the sound of a
voice dictated by the inspiration of
heaven awakened the utmost grati-
tude of this bosom I1 this was when he
was acting as scribe for the prophet
joseph day atterafter day I1 continued
uninterrupted to write from his
mouth as he translated with the
arim and Thum mim or as the ne
philes would have said interpreters
the history or record called the book
of mormon

to notice in even few words the
interesting account given by mormon
and his faithful son moroni of a peo-
ple once beloved and favored of
heaven would supersede my present
design I1 shall therefore deterdefer this to
a future period and as I1 said in the
introduction pass more directly to
some few incidents immediately con-
nected with the rise of this church
which may be entertaining to some
thousands who have stepped forward
amid the frowns of bigots and the cal-
umny of hypocrites and embraced the
gospel of christno men in their sober senses could
translate and write the directions
given to the Nephites from the mouth
of the savior of the precise manner
in which men should build up his
church and especially when corrup-
tion had spread an uncertainty over
all forms and systems practiced
among men without desiring a privi-
lege of showing the willingness of the
heart by being buried in the liquid
grave to answer a good conscience by
the resurrection of jesus christ

after writing the account given of
the saviors ministry to the remnant
of the seed of jacob upon this conti-
nent it was easily to be seen as the
prophet said would be that darkness
covered the earth and gross darkness
the minds of the people on reflecting
further it was easily to be seen that
amid the great strife and noise con-
cerning religion none had authority
from god to administer the ordinances
of the gospel for the question might
be asked have men authority to ad-
minister in the name of christ who
deny revelations when his testimony
is no less than the spirit of prophecy
and his religion based built and sus-
tained by immediate revelations in all
ages of the world when he has had a
people on earth if these facts were
burledburied and carefully concealed by
men whose craft would have been in
danger if once permitted to shine in
the faces of men they were no longer
to us and we only waited for thoth
commandment to be given arise and
be baptized

this was not long desired before it
was realized the lord who tois rich
in mercy and ever willing to answer
the consistent prayer of the humble
after we had called upon him in a
fervent manner aside from the abodes
of men descendedcondescendedcon to manifest to
us his will on a sudden as from the
midst of eternity the voice of thothe R
deemer peace to usno while the
vallvail was parted and the nigel of
god came down clothed with glory
and delivered the anxiously looked for
message and the keys ofif the gospel3

of repentance what boyoy what won-
der what amazement while the
world was racked and distracted
while millions ere groping 1isI thothe
blind for the wall and while aall1 l men
were resting upon uncertainty as a
general mass our eyes beheld cur
ears heard As in the blaze of day
yes more above the glitter of themay sunbeam which then wiedhed its
brilliancy over the face of nature
then hisbis voice though mild pierced
to the center and his words 1I am thy
fellow servant dispelled every fearwe listened we gazed we admiadmiredredl

the voice of an angel croaa
glory a message from the motet
high and as we heard we rejorejoicedleed
while his love enkindled upon OWour
souls and we were wrape in the chaos s

0off the almighty where was room
for doubt nowhere uncertainty 2had aa
fled doubt had sunk no more to ase
while fiction and deception had nodfled
foforeverreverl

but dear brother think further
think for a moment what joy liedfilledfl our
hearts and with what surprise we
must have bowed for who would not
have bowed the knee for such a blessbleaing when we received under abr
hand the holy priesthood as he said
upon you my fellow servants in thetha
name of messiah I1 confer this priest
hood and this authority which shall
remain upon earth that the sons ocat
levi may yet offer an offering untounta
the lord in righteousness

1I shall not attempt to paint to yo
the feelings of this heart nor the ma-jestic ma- aAbeauty and glory which war
rounded us on this occasion but yo
will believe me when I1 say that earthnor men with the eloquence of
cannot begin to clothe language in apan
interesting and sublime a manner awa
this holy personage no nor has taj
earth power to give the joy to bestowthe peace or comprehend the wisdom
which was contained in each senfentemtem
as they were delivered by the
of the holy spirit man may deceithis fel lowman deception may fonowdeception and the children of thit i

wicked one may have power to ned
the foolish and untaught till 1naudabut fiction feeds the many and i
fruit of falsehood carries in itsif cw t
rent the giddy to the grave but

j touch with the finger of his loveone ray of glory from the upperapper wmw
or one word from the mouth of gtasavior from the bosom of
strikes it all into insignificance mhblots it forever from the mindlmind TWaxtt
assurance that we were in the pr-
ence of an angel the certainty ehfeabwwe heard the voice of jesus and tltruth unsullied as it flowed frompure personage dictated by the will atgod is to me past description and K
shall ever look upon this expressionthe saviors goodness with woodand thanksgiving while I1 am peral
ted to and intarry those manmansionalorwhere perfection dwells and sin newnevacomes I1 hope to adore in that dfwhich shall never cease I1

I1 find that it is wearying mem iimspeak and that it would not be Ydomdoin in me to continue my remark ftthe line I1 have started anandd as they arareI
1

mapped out in my mirld but I1 jiprs
joice that this man oliver cowdercoudertCowdertdmdid receive baptism and died a mmem-
ber of the church I1 rejoice I1inn aits
gifts and the graces of the gospel Trejoice in knowing that the
of god are true and faithful to thosewho believe I1 do know that the alftof tongues exists among the latterday saints I1 do know that god heamand answers the prayers of those wblay their hands upon the sick many 3

of whom are given up to die by taeftpdoctors I1 know that god healed saynwchildren when they were afflicted 1washington through the faith SAWandprayers of the priesthood I1 knownotwithstanding a spiritual mediumtold the lady in the house where I1 wasstopping that she saw one of my
daughters die that by the power aaftaauthority of the priesthood of god raymrlittle girl was raised up from her beof affliction and she is in the vallvalleyeyt
of the mountains today enjoying googoola
health I1 know that in the hour of ana
friction god hears and answers OIKprayers and comforts our hearheartsZ fc

have been through these things y
knew as well before I1 went to the heal11

pital that I1 would return as I1
today I1 knew by the inspiration W


