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Pather, and to the Son, and to the

-Holy Ghost, which Ia one Ged. Amen.
OLIVER COWDERY,
DAVID WHITMER,
MARTIN HARRIS."

Ollver Cowdery, the chlef scribe for
the Prophet Joseph 8mith, and the
leading witness here, fell by the way-
side. Not only did God reveal to him
and declare by His voice that thia ia
a correct record, translated by the
power of God, but this same man,
Oliver Cowdery, in connection with
the Prophet Joseph Smith, had be-
stowed upon him the Aaronic Priest-
hood by John the Baptist, the man
who baptized our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. He also had bestowed
upon him the Melchisedek or Higher
Priesthood by Peter, James and John,
the three Apostles of our Lord and
Savior Jesua Christ, And although he
turned away from the Church, he
never failed, to the day of his death,
to bear witness of these things.

An Iineldent recently came to my
notice through Elder C. M. Nlelsen of
thir city. Brother Nlelsen was on a
mission in the Eastern States, After
trylng In vain at several places to se-
cure entertalnment. he asked A wmnan
who was just stepping into his wagon,
to take him for a ride. The man
turned around and asked him a num-
ber of questions. Finally he asked
him where he was from, and he told
him he was from Utah, and that be
was a Mormen. The man invited him
to get into his wagon and go home
with him. When he got home the
man related the foilowing Incident in
the life of OQliver Cowdery, after he
had left the Church: This man one
day was at the county seat (as I
remember,
and there was a tr

on. He dropped in just as the attor-|nent, it was easily to be seen, as
his Prophet saild would be, that darkness
de- | covered the earth and gross darkness
it upen the minds of the people,

ney for the defenme was making
plen. This attorney, instead of
fending the prisener, took

reference to his receiving the Aaronle
Prieathood:

“These were days never to be for-
gotten—to sit under the sound of a
voice dictated by the inspiration of
heaven, awakened the utmosat grati-
tude of this bosom! [This was when he
was acting as scribe for the Prophet

Joseph.] Day after day I continued.
uninterrupted, to write from his
mouth, as he translated with the

Urim and Thummim, or, as the Ne-
phites would have said, ‘Interpreters,’
the history or record called 'The Book
of Mormon,’

“To notice, In even few words, the
iIntereating account given by Mormon
and his faithful son Moroni, of a peo-
ple once beloved and favored of
heaven, would supersede my present
design; I shall therefore defer this to
a future perlod, and as I eald In the
introduction, pass more dlrectly to
gome few incldents Immedlately con-
nected with the tlse of this Church,
which may be entertaining to some
thbuaands who have stepped forward
amid the frowns of bigots and the cal-
umny of hypocrites, and embraced the
Gospel of Christ,

“No men, in thelr sober aenses, could
translate and write the dlrections
given to the Nephites from the mouth
of the Savier, of the preclse manner
in which men should build up His
Church, and especlally when corrup-
tion had spread an uncertainty over
all forms and aystems practiced
among men, without desiring a privi-
lege of showing the willingneas of the
heart by belng buried in the liquld
grave, to answer a ‘good conscience by
the resurrection of Jesus Christ.’

"“"After writing the account given of

it was Springfield, Illinois), | the Savior’s ministry to the remnant
lal for murder golng ‘of the seed of Jacob, upon this conti-

the

On reflecting

himself to ridicule the county prose-| further it was easily to be seen, that]

cuting attorney, who was mnone other
than Oliver Cowdery. He asked
ONver Cowdery to tell the jury what
he knew about
about the “golden plates,” about "old

the “Mormon Bible,” !

Joe Emith,” and about the 1lie he had |

algned his name to regarding the di-
vinity of the Book of Mormon. After
the attorney had finished, Ollver Cow-
dery arose, and In the presence of the
court end the assembled multitude
(the courthouse being full} he declared
in the most solemn manner that every
word written in this testimony to the
divinity of the Book of Mormon was
true. He declared that upon hla head

Peter. James and John, the Apostles’

of the Lord Jesus Christ, had lIald
their hands, and he had received from
them the Melchisedek Priesthood; that
upon his head John the Baptist also

had laid his hands and ordained him'

te the Aaronie Priesthood,

fald he, |

7 bear witness before the court and

the assembled muititude that the only
reason that I today am not In Utah
with the body of the people c¢alled

Mormona is because I have committed

sin, and I have fallen by the wayside;
but the one ambition of my life is that
I may before I die regaln my standing
in the Church of Jesus Chriast of Lat-
ter-day Saints.” This man testified
to Elder Neilsen that that testimony
had made such a vivid impreasion up-
on his mind, although it had been
some twenty or thirty years before,
that he had never been able to get

away from it, and from that day un-,

til the day he met Elder Nlelsen he
had desired to meet a Mormon Elder.
He sxpressed dellght at meeting Elder
Nielsen, and he entertained him: and
the resplt was that this man and all
hts family embraced the Gospel of
Jerus Christ.

Oliver Cnwdervy himself bears testi-
mony In the fellowlng language with

amid the great strife and nolse con-
eerning religion, none had authority
from God to administer the ordinances
of the Gospel. For the question might
be asked, Have men authority to ad-
minister in the name of Christ who
deny revelations, when His testimony
ls no less than the Spirit of Prophecy,
and His religion based, butit and sus-
tained by immediate revelations in all
agee of the world, when He has had a
people on earth? If these facts were
buried, and carefully concealed by
men whose craft would have been in
danger If once permitted to shine in
the faces of men, they were no longer
to us; and we only walited for the
commandment to be given, "Arise and
be baptized.’

“*This was not long desired before it
waa realized. The Lord, who Is rlchl
in mercy, and ever willing to answer
the consistent prayer of the humble,
after we had called upon Him in a
fervent manner, aside from the abodes
of men, condescended to manifest to
us His will. On a sudden, az from the
midst of eternity, the voice of the Ha-
deemer Bpake peace to "18, whila * the
vall was parted and the nangel of
God came down clothed with glory,
and delivered the anxiovsly lnoked for
message, and the keya of the *Soupel
of repentance! What j0y! what wan-
der! what amazement! Whila the
world was racked and distracted —
while millions were groplnz nax the
blind for the wall, and whilz all men
were resting upon uncertainty, as a
general mass, our eyes Heheld, cur
ears heard. As In the 'blaze of Aay;'
yes, more—above the glitter of the
May sunbeam, which then whed fta
brilliancy over the face of mnature!
Then his voice, though mild, plerced
to the center, and his words, ‘T am thy
{fellow-servant,” dispelled every fear.
We listened we gazed, we admired!

'Twnsa the voice of an ‘angel from
glory, ‘twas a message from the Most
High! And as we heard we rejolced,
while Hia love enkindled upon our
souls, and we were wrapt in the vislon
of the Almighty! Where was room
for doubt? Nowhere; uncertainty had
fled, doubt had sunk no more to rise
white fictlon and deception had fled
forever!

“But, dear brother, think, further
think for a moment what joy fllled our
hearts, and with what surprise we
must have bowed {(for who would not
have bowed the knee for such a bleas-
ing?) when we recelved under hia
hand the holy Prlesthood as he said,
‘Upon you my fellow-servants, in the
name of Messiah, I confer this Priest-
hood and this authority, whiech shall
remain upon earth, that the sona of
Levi may yet offer an offering unto-
the Lord in rightecusness!®

"1 ghall not attempt to paint to you
the feelings of this heart, nor the ma-
Jestic beauty and glory which sup-
rounded us on this occasion; but yon
will believe me when 1 say, that earth,.
nor men, with the eloguence of time,.
cannot begin to clothe language in as
interesting and subllme a mannper ans
this holy personage. No; nor has this
earth power to give the joy, to bestow
the peace, or comprehend the wisdom
which was contained in each sentence
ag they were delivered by the power:
of the Holy Spirit! Man may decelve-
his fellowman, deception may follow
deception, and the chlldren of the
wicked one may have power to seduce
the foolish and untaught, tili naught
but fiction feeds the many, and the
fruit of falsehood carries In Its cur-
rent ‘the giddy to the grave: but one
touch with the finger of His love ye!l.'
one ray of glory from the upper world
or one word from the mouth of the
Savior, from the bosom of eternity,
strikes ét all into inslgnificance ané
blots it forever from the mind! ' The-
assurance that we were In the pres-
ence of an angel; the certainty that
we heard the volce of Jeasus, and the
truth unsulifed a8 it fMowed from a
pure personage, dictated by the wilt of
God, 1s to me pasat description, and 1
shall ever look upon this expression of
the 8avior's goodnes? with wonder
and thankegiving while T am permit-
ted to tarry; and in those mansions
where perfection dwells and gin never
comes, 1 hope to adore in that day
which shall never ceamef®

I ind that it I8 wearyln
speak, and that it wouldnlzotg b::ewtz?
dom in me te continue my remiarka ln
the line I have started and as they are
mapped out in my mind. But T re-
jolce that this man, Oliver Cowdery.
did receive baptiam and died a mem:
ber of the Church. I rejoice fn the
glfts and the graces of the Gospel. T
rejoice in knowing that the Drmni:aee
of God are true and faithrfu} to those-
who believe. I do Know that the gift
of tongues exlats among the Latter-
day Raints, I do know that God hears
and answers the prayers of those who-
lay thelr hands upon the sjck many"
of whem are given up to die t')y the.
doctors, T know that God healed my
children when they were affileted

¢ in
Washington, through the faijtt i
prayers of the Prieathood, 1 ]knz?v(f

notwithstanding a sapiritual m 0
told the lady in the house where eldw;.:
stopping that she saw one of my
daughters die, that by the power and
authority of the Prieathood of God my
little girl was raised up from her bed
of afflictlon, and she is in the valleys
of the mountains today enjoving good’
health. I know that in the hour of afe
fietion God hear® and answers our
prayers and comforts our hearta, 1
have been thraugh these things. I
knew as well before T went to the hos-
pital that I would return as I know it
today. I knew by the Inapiration of%



