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record of courage and fidelity in the
pastpait we havebare nbab beel tancy in benally

to the women of utah
the womanscomans exponent ana a journal
that in every way merits supbup
port endand that would beb a valuable ad-
dition to the reading matter of any
family circle wherein it may not al-
ready have a place long life and
prosperity to the comanswomans exponent

AN IMPORTANT UNC-

HANGED

the followingfolkfoll wing remarkable effusionluelonef
appears in a publication called the
saints heheraldraid bearing date june 8
1896 it is tte i official toperaper of chesothe BO

called 1 1 or josephitesJosep bite
lebu reb and bearsbear the name of joeeph
smith of lamont iowa asaa thehe editor

ASAN IMPORTANT DOCUMENT CHANGED

below we publish an epistle written
by joseph the seerbeer and hisbis followfellow prison-
ers while in liberty jail missouri asaa it
litla found in the TimeaTimes and seasons vol 11 I1

pagessea 99 and as it isin found in ththe9millennial star vol 17 pages 52 56 we
publish these in parallel columns that
the reader may more readily see the
differences and mark the liberty that
hashaa been taken by some parties in
changing and corrupting the words otof
joseph smith since his death you will
notice the kind and spirit of
the one in contrast with the boasting
rattingrailing spirit of the other especial atten-
tion isin called to the fact that a plurality
of gods tois taught in the one where
no mention of suchfinch a thing tois found in
the other but the differences are so
glaring and important that it isin useless to

them out further that found in
times and seasons was published in
may 1840 when EX robinson and don
0 smith were editors and in the life-
time of josephjoaeph smith and the other
signers of the document and hence
open to their inspection and doubtless
received their endorsement that in the
millennial star was published in janu-
ary 1855 when F D was
editor and purports to be a portion of
the hialhistorycry of joseph smith written by
bimhimselfself this was published over ten
yearsearia19 alter the death of joseph and93hyrumrum smith and when others of the
signers were not in fellowship with the
publisher

now will mr F D richards please
arise and explain by what authority
these eltachanges were made and produce
the evidence to sustain his explanation
weW think it is due to mr richards to
give him an opportunity to explain and
if there exists sufficient authority for
these changes it would be a satisfaction
to ustin to know it for we dislike to think
that any man especially one IDroprofessingfess ingi

the hnhighh and holy calling which mrfrankiinFrankfranklinfin D richards does would wil-
fully and maliciously put into the mouth
of our martyredmarty red dead words which were
never used by them

should he now tallfail to explain and fur
dish proof can the church in utah sus-
tain him as church historian and
expect us to accept his work asaa such it
brounu are innocent of duplicity and deceit
in this matter please step forward and
let us hear fronyfrom you

the insinuations and
covitcontainedalmed loin the fortgoing would justi-
fy entire silence onOB the part of those
who aresr directly orof indirectly assailed
boob attacks only the most
iWo lound contempt but seeing that

doubts ireare costcast upon the correctness af

historic documents it lais necessary for
the public benefit to present the factsacab
in thebe came

the letter asaa published in the times
and seasons of may 1840 and thatbat
published inID the millennial star inID
january 18561855 are correctly copied
into the herald there is much in the
latter which dotsdois not appear luin the
former but it does notdot follow from
those fact that anybody has been
guilty of corrupting the words of
josephjoeeph smith since hiabig death inID
making that rash and serious charge it
seems probable that the wish was
father to the thought and it laIs cer-
tainly preferred inina a most uncharitable
and reckless spirit

la18 it notdot quite asai reasonable to sup-
pose that the letter asaa it appeared in
the times and seasons was abbreviate
ed to suitauit the limited sizeelze ofat that peri

and also to suit those elmee anuadu
seasons when many things for pro
dence eakesake were not fully made public
did notdot the lord command in some
other comes that hlahis servantseer vanta should

hold their peace s concerningconcconoernine certain
until it became wise

to declare them
AsAB to the necessity foror condensation

that appearsappear frovafrom an examination oi01

the number of the timestime and seasons
which contains the letter it consists
of sixteen poses four and a hall
bages are filled with the letter one
page tola taken up notices leaving
but ten and a hall for other matter and
compelling the curtailment to a little
more than two pages of the serialeria

history of the persecution of the
church P the chief feature of the
periodicalperiodicsi

but newsnow as to the facts doncerconcerningning
the letter asa it appeared in
dial star it was taken verbatim
rom the DESERET of january

26 1854 by careful cumpcomparisonarlson thatthai
hasbad been definitely established the
unnecessary and ungenerous accuaraccess
tion the then editor and pub
limber of the millennial war are thusthu
aboon to be as groundless as they are
gratuitous

but bow did the editor and publish
erarofof the DESERET NEWS obtain the
matter as it appeared in that
it was taken literally from the hist-
ory of joseph smith written in naunan

the volume containing it being
that lorfor I1 hebe years 1838 41 and 42
dating from november 2 1888 anuand
closing with july SO80 1842 itIs toIs to
that volume that we are indebted for
the various items of history and me
text of the revelations of thatbut period
which are contained litin the bookboob olof
doctrine and covenants and are ac-
cepted by the reorganized 11

church as well as by the
church which has continued from
april 18801830 to the present day that
volume with other church records was
brought to utah and they have been
religiously preserved under the care ot
the several successive general church
historians and recorders elder wil-
lard richardp who waswaa editor of thehe
DESERET NEWS when the letter inila
dispute was published was also the
church historian

but worethere tois something mire in evi-
dence the original letter written itiin
liberty jail has also been preserved
with other important church docu
mente audand Isie now on hisfile in the his
toritorlaulsauB office though somewhat

yellow with age it to complete and in
good condition and bears the personal
signatures of joseph smith jun

hyrum smith lyman wiebe caleb
baldwin and alexander mcraemcbade the
following affidavit should settle the
matter in controversy

STATE OF UTAH
county of saltsall lake be

charles W penrose and daniel F col-
lett being first duly sworn on oath say
we are over the age of 21 years that we
have carefully compared the copy of a
letter written in liberty jail clay coun-
ty missouri march and signed
joseph smith jr hyrum smith lyman
wight caleb baldwin and alexander
moraemcrae as published in the millennial
star of january 27 1855 and in the
Dic sERET of january 26 1854 with
thehe original manuscript letter of march
20 1839 bearing the signatures of the
said joseph smith jr hyrum smith
lyman wight caleb baldwin and alex-
ander mcrae and find the printed copy
and the original manuscript letter to be
identically alike except here and there
a word which is incorrectly spelled in
the original but correctly in the printed
copy they are to allah intentsintent and pur-
poses the same

witness our hands this day otat
june 1896

CHARLESiBB W PENROSE
assistant church historian

F COLLETT clerk
subscribed and sworn to before me-

this
me-

thia day of june A D 1896
JAMESJAMBS JACK notary public

instead therefore of the letterlatter har-
ing binnbeen changed as charged ten yearsyean
after tbah death of joseph madand hyrum
smith it was copied lotointo the current
history of the prophet during their
lifetime and presumably under hlahis
direction and supervision

by further investigation and com-
parison it will be seenbeen that the letter
written from liberty jail at a later
date and signed by the same personspersona
which appears in the times audand
seasons of july 1840 and toin
the Milmillenniallounial star of fib 10
1855 was abbreviated and edited for
that periodical in a similar manner to
the preparation otat the first letter for
that purpose in the Milmillenniallounial starblar
it tola given in full esas it stands in the
manuscript historyatory in the july
times and seasons the word ex-
tract11 Is used in the beading which
does not appear in the may number
but critical comparison showsshown that
similar work was aone ooon both letters
for publication in the times and sea
sonsaone ano that if one waymay be properly
called an extract the term is equally
applicable to the other

this explanation conveys oono impu-
tation against the editors E
robinson and don C smith they
doubtlessdoubt lees acted with the full sanctionioD
of president joseph smith lain giving
butbat portions of both letters to the pub-
lic at that time there was not
then nor has there been since any
desire to corrupt thebe wordsword of joseph
smith in the publication orat tilethe bighl
ttryry ofat the prophetsprophet care hasbag been
taken both in the millennial star and
toin tue NEWS to follow strict-
ly theabe authentic records and many im-
portant things previously published
only in part for that reason lain
full iuin the DESERET NEWS and the
millennial star

before rushing into print again as anam
accuser of the brethren it toIs hoped
that the of the balms


