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THE DESERET WEEEKLY.

record of courage and fidelity in the
pasl, we have nd hesltanoy In bheartiiy
commepding 1o the women of Utab
the Wrman’s Exponent as 3 journal
thnt in every way merits their sup-
port, snd that would by a voluable ad-.
dition to the resding msaiter of any
family circle wherein it may not sl-
reandy bsve n place, Long life and
proeperily to the Wouman’s Exponent!

AN INPORTANT DOCUMENT “UNY-
CHANGED.

g

The folltwing remarkahle eflusion
sppears in 8 publicstion called The
Bainte? Herald, bearing date June 3,
1896, Itis ke flictai vaper of Lhe eo-
called **Reorgonizec?’ or '*Josephite?’
church, vnd bears lhe nume of Jogeph
Bmith of Lemonl, Iows, as the edltor;

AN JMPORTANT DOCUMENT CHANGED.

Below we publish un epistle written
by Joseph the Seer and his fellow prison-
era while in Liberty jall, Missourl, as it
ia found in the Times snd Seasons, vol. 1,
K;geu $9-104, and as ft is found Ip the

illennial Star, vol. 17, pages 52-50. Wa
pablieh these in parallel colnmns that
the reader msy more readily see the
ditferences and mark the liberty that
has been taken hy sOme pariies in
changing sod corruptiog the words ot
Joseph Bmith since his death. You will
notice the kind and Chris:ianlike apirit of
tbe one in conirast with the boasting,
ralling epirit of the other, Eapecial atton-
tion is called to the faotithat a plurality
of gode is taught in the one where
oo mention of koch a thing is fonnd In
the otber. But the differences ate o
glaring and important that it is uaeless to

olot them out further. That found in

mes and Seasons was published in
May, 1840, when E. Robinson snd Don
C. Smlib were editors, and in the life-
time of Joreph Smith and the other
wigners of tbs documeni; and hence
open to tbeir inspeciion, and doubtless
received their endorsement. That In the
Millennial Biar was publisbed in Jann-
ary, 1855, when F, D. Richards wan
editor, and purports to be a portion oi
the history of Joseph S8mith, wriiten by
himeelf. This was publiehed over ten
vears aiter the dealh of Joseph and
Hyrom Smith, and when others of the
signers were not in fellowship with the
poblieber,

Now will Mr. F. D. Richards please
atise and explain by what authority
these changes were mede, and produce
the evidence Lo sustain his explanation?
We think ft ia due to Mr. Richards to
give lnm an opperiunity 1o explain; and
if 1here eximis suflicient antlhority for
these changes it would be a satisfaction
to us to know f1; for we dislike to ihink
tbat any man, especlally one provessing
the higb and holy calling which Mr.
Frankhn D. Richards does, would wil-
fully and tnaliciously put into the mouth
of our martyred dend words which ware
never used by lthem.

Should be now lail to explain, and fur-
nish proot, can the Churcn in Ul sus-
tain bim as ‘“Church Bijstorlun,” and
oxpeoct ue to accept his work as snch? It
you are innocent of duplicity and deceit
in 1bia matter, please alep forwurd and
lat us hear from’ you.

The insinuailioce and impertinences
coninined {u the lertgoing would justi-
i¥ entire sllence on ibe part of thowe
whoele difectiy or indirectly mesajled.
Buch attacke dJdererve only the most
profound contempt. Bul seting that

doubts are ¢sst upon the correctnecss of
historic decnments, it is necessary for
the punlic beneflt to present the facte
inthe cine,

The letter ag poblished in the Times
and Bessons ol May, 1840, and that
published in the Millennin] Btar io
Janusry, 1856, are correctly oopled
into 1he Herald, There ie much in the
Iatter ywhich dots not appear inthe

former. Buti it does naet follow from
those facis thst anybody haes been
gulity of "corrupting the worda of

Joseph Bmith eince his death.” In
making 1that resh and serious charge it
seeme prubnble that '‘the wish wae
father to the tbhought,’” and it s cer-
tainly preferred 1o a moit uncharitable
and reckless eplrit.

1s it Dot quite us reaeonahle to eup-
poee that the letler as It appeared In
the Timer und Bessone wus ahbrevlag.
ed to suit the limited alze of that peri.
odical, and also to ruit those timer anu
seaecDs when mapy Lbinges for pru.
dence’anke were not fuliy made public?
Did not the Liord commaend In some
other eares that Hie servents should
“hold thelr pvace?® concerning certaln
revelativnd ubtil it became Wlse
to declure them?

As to the nececelly for condenestion,
that appears from an examiaustlion ot
the number of the Times snd Bearons
which conialns the letter, It conwmiata
of aixteen pages, Four snd a hall
peges are fllled with tbe letter, one
page is tahen Up wilh notices, leaving
but ten and a half for other matler, and
competling the gurniallment to a little
more than two pages of the serial
sHistory of the Persecution of the
Churen,” the chief festure of the
periodica!,

But now a8 to the facts Goncernlag
the letter ae it nppeared {o the-Millen-
pial Biar: It was taken verbatim
‘rom the DESERET NEWS of January
26,1864, By osreful comparison, that
has been deflnitely estahlished, The
unnecersary and ungenerous Bceuss-
tion againet the then editor mnd puh.
linber of the Millennial Btar are thus
shown to be s8 groundiess as they are
gratultoue,

But how did the editor and publish.
er of the DESERET NEWS obtain the
maltter ng Jt sppeared in that paper?
It wur taken, literally, from the Hig-
tory of Joseph Bmith, written in Nau.
vor, the volume containine it being
thuat jur the years 1838.38-40.41 and 42,
dating from November 2, 1538, anu
clomng with July 30, 1842, Isis to
that volume that we ure indebied for
the various fiems of bistory andJd tDe
text ¢f the revelatione ot that perlod
wbich are contained In the hook of
Doctrine und Covenudlts, nod are BO:
oepted by the “Reorgantzed?”
cburok, ae well as by the
Church whioh bas continued from
Aprll, 1830, tu the present day, ‘That
volume with other Churcoh recrrda waa
brought ts Uleb, acd they have heen
rehglouely preserved under the care ol
the several succresel ve Qeneral Church
Historians and Recordere. Elder Wil-
tard Rlobarde, who was editor of ihe
DESERET NEwWS when the letler In
Jispute was publisbhed, wus also the
Church Historisp,

But tbere is pomething msre in evi-
dence, The original letter, written in
Labetty jall, has alno beey preserved
with other important Churech docu.
mente, aid Is now on flle in the Hia.
toriav’®s Office, Thuugh somewhnat

i
yellow wiith age, it is comylete and In
good condition, snd bears lhe peraonal
mignatures of Joeseph Bmith Jun,,
Hyrum Bmith, Lymsn Wlebl, Ceieh
Baldwin and Alexander McRae, The
following affidavit ebhould eettlie the
roatler in controversy:

STATE oF UTaH,
County of Salt Lake, }“'

Charles W. Penrose and Danjel F, Cel-
let:, being first duly sworn, on oath say:
We are over Lhe age of 2] years; ibat we
bave carefully compared the copy of a
letter writien In Liberty jail, Clay coun-
ty, Missonri, March 20, 1839, and signed
Joseph 8mith Jr., Hyrum Smith, Lytnan
Wight, Caleb Baldwin and Alexander
MoeRae, as publlshed in the Millennlal
Siar of Janwary 27, 1835 and in the
DEsERET NEws of Janualy 26, 1854, with
the origibal manoscript letter of March
20, 1839, hearing the slgoatures of the
said Joseph Smith Jr., Hyrum Smith,
Lyman Wight, Caleb Baldwin and Alex-
ander Mcllae, and find the printed copy
and the original manuscript letier Lo]i)e
identioally alike, except bore and there
a word whicb is incorrectly apelled in
thhe original, but corrently in the printed
copy. They are te sll intoots und pur-
poses the satmo.

Witnesy onr bande this 25th day ot
Jane, 1896.

COHARLES W. PENROSE,
Assiatant Chorch Histotian.
DANIEL F. CoLrLETT, Ulerk,

Subseribed and sworn to before me-
this 25th day of Jume, A. D, 1896,

JaMER JacK, Noiary Public,

Iustead, therefcre, of the letter hav--
Ing been changed as charged tlen yeanrs
after the deuth of Joreph aod Hyrum
Smith, it was copied Into the ourrent
nimory of the Prophel duting their
lifetlme and presumnply under hle
direction and empervielon,

By further lnvestigation and come
parison it will be peen that the letier
written from Liberty jall st a later
date aod eigued by the rame petsons,

which appeare In the Times asud
Bensons of July, 1840, and in
the Millennial tar of F.h. 10,

1855, was abbreviated and edlted for
toat perfodical in & slmilar manner to
the preparatlon ot the first letter for
thaet porpose. In the Milleonini Biar
it is glven ln ful] =p it stapde In the
manuseript hlswory, To the Jaly
Times snd Buusons the word "“Ex-
tragl? is used fitr the heading, which
does not appear in the May numbher,
Buat critlcsl comparison shows that
similar work wae Jone op both lettera
for publicstion in the Timee and Ses-
sooe, and that if one may be properly
called an extract the term fe equslly
applicable to the other,

This explanalion conveys no impu~
tation agalnat the editore, Meesrs. B,
Rsbineon and Don O, Bmith, They
Jonotless ucted with the full sanotion
of President Joseph Buwith tn glving
bnot porifone of hoth letters to the puh-
jic at thaut byme, There wns not
then, nof hue there been asince, any
Jeelre to **corrupl’’ the worde of Joseph
Smitk. In the publicsiion of toe hiy-
t ry of the Prophel, cure hes 'besn
taken bnth in the Millennisl Btar and
Iu tie DESERET NEWS to {ollow strict-
Iy the uutbhentle records, Ang many im-
portant thinge previously published
only In part sopesar for that reasonm in
full lu the DESERET NEWS and lhe
Millennial Btar.

Beiore ruabing into print agelo ar an
agtuser of lbe brethren, it jr hoped
thet the purallellst of the Bainls?



