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Editor Deserct Neias.'

la my previous s i ylioweJ
that plurality of wives wa not only
practiced by great men of God pre-
vious to the Mosai3 dtepeueatioD,
bat that in that di-- j tn-atio- n the
order of marriage nataed was prac-
ticed and was divinely established
and provided for In tba statutes
and judgments given through
Moses for the guldan'.' &ul gov-
ernment cf the chiiutt-- of Israel STRAW HATS,
and thf lr generations n(u--r lUem la
the proaiUed land. I wi l now in
troduce some instance iu trie cub

. sequent uistery cf tLai i t on'.tr.
There was a niah who wd called

to deliver Israel out of lL inuda of

DRESS GOODS, BIBBIS, ETC,the MidUuit, and thu spirit of
the Lord cauie upon

' hiui. II U
" name was Uideoo. ; The. Lord

wrought a wonderful iiiverance
tor ttxm children of Israel through
him, and they wanted him to rule

.
' over them, but be would i,u!, eaj --

ing, "The Lord shall lute over
you. Judges viJi. iSJ Hon did
,thU mighty man, wlt! ' whou" the"
Lord conversed, siand the mar-
riage question? H:rJjluie . says,
'And OWeon had tluf.--o ic3ro and
ten sons of his body begotten: for
he had many wivea," c?e vene S'J.

Jalr, a judge In Israel, had thirty
li eons. lbzn, another judgo In Is.

rael had thirty sans acd thirty
; diugh era. Ab(ion,j jJj iu Israel,

had forty eons.
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sagwe or the Lord by Nathan .In re-

gard to the two first children which
juathsheba bore to Tid. When
Nathan-wa- s sent of the Lord to Da
vld to reprove him for his adulterywun ner when she was the wire or
Uriah, Nathan said to David, "The
Lord aldo hath put away thy eir;
thou euslt net tile. Howbelt, be-
cause by this deed thou hast given
great ocasloa to the enemies of the
Lord to blaspheme: the child also
that is bora uuto thee shall surelydie." 2 fcam. xll, 13, 14. After
Uriah's death, aud David had taken
to himself the widow of Uriah, the
same Bathsheba, In regular form as
a wife, and she had borne to him
Solomon, the Lord sent this same
Hainan again to Uavld. but on a
very different errand, for now Bath
sheba was David's polygamous wife,but when her first child by him
was begotten, it wa through an
aauiterous union, i Uf their son
Selomon, however, it ii written,
'The' Lord love I him. And be
sent by the hand of Nathan the
prophet, and he called his name
jedldiah beloved of the Lord, be
cause of tne Ijoru." See verses . 24,
25. Thus-Natha- u the prophet was
sent to David three times with a
message from tha Lord concerning
these two children which David
nau ty jLjaintntDa once concern- -
the adulterously begotten child,mat it snouia die;, and twice con'
cerninrr the rolyRameusly besotten
child Solomon, and both of the lat
ter times with the express blessingof the Lord upon the child, thereby
demonstrating the vast, the dia-
metrical, the irreconcilable differ
ence, in the eyes of. the. Lord, be-
tween adultery and . polygamy, the
former being denounced and pun- -
isnea as heinously criminal, tne iat
ter being approved and blessed ai
honorable marriage.

When i David was advanced . in
years, he caueel his son Solomon
to be anointed and' proclaimed In
his stead king over all 'Israel, and
he charged Solomon to huild the
house of the Lord, and to serve the
Lord with. .a perfect heart and a
willing mind. "Then he called for
Solomon his son, and charged him
to build an house for the Lord Uod
of Israel. And David eald to Solo-
mon, My son, as for me, it was
in my mind to build an
house, unto the name of the
Lord my God: But the word ef the
Lord came to tue, eajlcg, Thou
has shed blood abundantly, and
hast made great wars: thou shalt
uvt vuiu nu uuuco uuiks axij unuivi
because thou bsu tbetl much blood
upon the earth in my Eight. Bo
noma eon- - suaii do torn io mee,
who shall be a mau of rest: and I
will give him rest from all his ene-
mies round about ; for his name
shall be Solomon, atd I will give
peace and quiet nttu unto Israel In
bis days. He uliall build an house
for my name; aud ha than by my
son. and I will be bis father."
Chron. xxii. 6-- 10. "And of all
my sons (for ' the Lord hath given
me many tons), he hath cucsen
Solomon my on to U upon the
throne of tlW kirgJom .f tbe Lord
over Israel. And hii sud uuto me,
Solomon thy son, he thall build my
houee asd my1 courts: for I have
choeen him to be ruy son, and
will be his tetter. Moreover, I
will estabJL-- h LU fcindom forever,
If he be constant to do my com'
ra&ndments and my judgments, as
at this dayLLl!Anil thou, my son,
know thou the Uod cr thy lather,
and serve him with a perfect heart,
and with a wlllliig mind; for the
Lord eearcheth all hearts and un
derstandeth all the imaginations of
the thoughts. If thou seek him he
will be found of thee; but if thou
forsake him he will cast thee off
for ever. Take heed, now; for the
Lord hath choeen thee to build an
house for the sanctuary; be strong,
and do It." . Sae xxviii. 5- -7, 9, lO.j

It is written aUo that in his ear-
lier days "Solomotf loved the Lord,
walking in the statntes cf David
hia father," and the Lord appearedunto him in a dream of the niht,and told him to ask what the Lord
khould give him. Solomon very
Beneibly asked of the Lord wisdom
and understanding, r "Give there-
fore thy servant an understandingheart to judge thy people, that I
may discern between good and bad:
for who a able to j udge this thy so
great a people? And thej speech
pleased the Lord tbat he had asked
this thing. And " God said
unto him, Because thou hast
asked thla thing.and listt net aked
for tbjself long lif; neither hast
asked riches for thyself, nor bast
esked the life of tnfcte 'eueioU-r- : but
hait asked for thj heir understand
ing to discern judgment; behold I

' Thera was in leiatd a Levlte,
who name wai Klkauah. He
had two wives, ot:o tu utti Han-
nah', and the other Teniuiiab, The
latter Lad. children, tu: iiaunah
wa nut so fortunate. It appears

i thut (hlii man and hi. f.unilv went
i up annually to Bacrlficr to the Lord

of Hosts in bblloh. Hauunh was
In great trouble because hfcj bad no
childru. tihe wont up Vj the
Templo of the Lord, "and

- she wai iu bitterness of scnl, and
prayed uuto the Lord, and wept
sore. And she vowed a Vow, and
said, O Lord of host, if thou wilt
Indeed loofc on the affllctlosr-o- f
thine handmaid, and remember

1 .tf..tll,t..V..(M.l.lUU UUb IVIjJSk UUiUUUUU
but will cive uuto thine handmaid
a man child, then I will give him
onto the Lord all the days of his
life, and there shall no razor come
upon his heaav i ttamuei i, iu, ii.
Ell the priest saw her mouth, mov-
ing, but heard no word?. Ho he re--

--proved her, thinking she was
drunk But she answered, "2?o,
my lord, lam a woman. of a sor--

, wine nor strong drink, but have
poured out my seul before the
Lord." Bee verse 15. "Then Ell
answered and said, go in peacerand
the God of Israel grant thee thy
petition that thou hast asked of

' nlin." 8se verse 17. ' "And they
rose op in the morning early, and
worshipped before the Liord, and
returned, and came to their house
to Bamah. - and Elkanah knew
Hannah his wife; and the Lord

Wherefore it came
' to naas.'when the time was come
about after Hannah had conceived,
that she bare a son, and called his
name Samuel, saying. Because I
have asked him of the Lard." Bee
verses 19, 20.

After the child was weaned, ma
mother took him to the house of
the Lord, to Ell, and ratd, ''O my
lord, as thy soul llveth, my lord, I
am the woman that Btod by thee

. here, praying unto the Lord. For
this child I prayed: and the Liord
hath given me my petition which
I asked cf him: Therefore also I
have lent him to the Lord; aa long
as he Uveth he shall be lent to the
Lord; And he worshipped the
Lord there." Bee verso 26-2- 3.

Hannah was so full of joy that she
broke forth, into a song of
nesa to the Lord. Ad for Samuel,
"the child did minister unto the
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produces in effect the story told by
the TForW yesterday in relation to
Grant and the inter-ooea- n canal,
tint the chief moral tne jieraia
derives from it is a bolstering up of
its favorite bobby, that therefore
Grant cannot be the republican
.n.tirit far President next year.'i - -

. . ru. LUI- -Rwnrsm naa acoepteu - euu
challenge to swim another match
and suggests xioewon mmmvi, dcw
Atu t Ho lima and Dlsce.- . -- n rt -- 11

The o wn says, eaitoruuiy. v "
nnhiinmenwe have ever known,
no other has shown so little dispo-
sition to make friends by conces
sion asTilden. Tildes does not ap--
near at all content unless he con'
trols and dlctatet the nomination
or appointment of every inferior
offloe. Perhaps Miiaen may sue
eeed by fighting men cf his ' party
as well as his political opponents

his friends as well as his enemies.
A green hand on a farm yoked
pair of oxen, one heading each
way. They did not work as well
as usual.

The Sun also says of the local af- -

rray: iMiwara M.urphy did a cow-
ardly thing when he drew a knife
on his shipmate. William Madden.
Instead of fighting it out with his
fists like an honest tar. But the
was, Is leas shameful than that of
the san i) ranciaco publisher who
shot down an unarmed preacherwithout giving him any cnance to
aerena nimseir.

Tbe Sun says, under the head of
"A Difference:" We observe a pre
vailing disposition to lump toge--
mer tne oonauct or xoe xoung and
the eenduct of Kalloch. and to in
dulge in a general denunciation of
both these parties, as If both were
equally to blame. , We dissent en-
tirely from thla lew. De Young
began the personal warfare In the
most offensive mannor, and arro
gantiy demanded that Kalloch
should withdraw from tbe tlcan
vas as candidate on pain of
exposure of. his past life.
The demand was such as no free-
man had a right to make of a .free-
man. Exasperated by the unpro-
voked attack of De Young, Kalloch
retorted sharply and ' savagely.
Who would not be savage under
such provocation? Tbe shootingwas not jusiinaoie under any pro-
vocation, but had Kallooh been the
original aggressor it would have
worn Jets the aspect of deliberate,
winui muruer man it cow wears.

The Herald, to day, eay : Once
more the greenback labor patty
looms up in estate pontics aa a pos--
eioie Dreaser or party sitates. it is
generally admitted that this Dart v
finds its recruits principally amongthe democrats. If, therefore, it
can poll a vote evtn one half as
large as in '73, New York w 111 be
hopelessly lost by the demcratic
party. Interviews with certain
leaders of the labor party Indicate
there is not any particular en thus!
asm in the labor ranks.

; HasUn la Wllllac
A Toronto special says: Hanlon,

speaking at sr. Thomas, last night,
says he would row any man in the
world on Toronto Bay. . staking
J 10,000 to 58,000, v and allowing
$1,000 for expenses. He will not
row a race elsewhere except for
very large stakes. The reasons al-

leged are because Toronto has be-
friended him, and he thinks It
should have the benefit of the cir
culation of the money.

"Tbe Dixon Oimeali j. -

The Timet prints a two column
statement of Frank Dlxon.brotker of
tne Yasoo victim, glvlasr the originand details of the difficulty, which
ne ottered to corroborate under
oath. He said there was not tbe
least doubt in his mind that his
brother was murdered by order of
tne democratic committee, ana he
knows that the chairman of that
commute planned the assassina
tion. Barked lie proved a willing
tool ana was selected to do the
deed. Had he refused or failed
there were 40 or 60 who would have
done it. He says further that
other plans of- - assassination had
been made but none had proved
successful.

FOREIGN.
GREAT BRITAIN.

0
rretff Kefea.

London. 27. a Peeth dispatch
to the Standard reports Prince Bis
marck: will visit Count Andrassv
at Vienna about the middle of
September.

The Alandard'M Vienna corres
pondent telegraphs that Count An
drassy has announced that after his
retirement from offlee he will lead
an active parliamentary life.

A Paris dispatch says: Some
French Catholics and Royalists
woo are irigntened by the Ferry
bill, have determined to emigrate
to tne .isiana or Papua, where theywill found a Catholic colony under
tne amotion or Marquis De Hoys.
This is the expedition heretofore
reported as about to sail from Flush
Ing under the American flag.An Alexandria dispatch to tbe
Timet reperts tbat Gen. Gordon has
started for Massowh in connection
with the Abyssinian question.
wnicn looKS tnreatemng.

Gamad J. Din, a notorious Af
ghan' intriguer, possessing consid
erable influence among the fanatic
al elements, has been transported
to Djeadan. ,

A Paris dispatch say: The re
turns indicate that 18 of the coun
cils general are in favor of and 27
opposed to the Ferry bill. t

FOUND.
SUM of money which tha owtwreanA haw br asolyior at this offioe and

tiaiing-
- amount ana wasn ana waere lose

FACTS

ARB STUBBORN THINGS,
. .

And it Is a fact now universally
conceived that
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after , other goas: ana nis
heart was not perrccc with tne
Lord his God, as was the heart of
David his father. or soiomon went
after Ashtoreth the goddess of the
Zldonlans, and after Mllcem the
abomination of theAmmonites. And
Solomon did evil in the sight of the
Lord, and went not fully after the
Lord .as did David his rainsr. men
did Solomon build a high place for
Chemosh.the abomination of Moah,
in tbe bill that la berora Jerusalem,
and for Moleeb. the abomination of
the children of Ammon; and like
wise did he for all his strange
wives, which burnt Incense and
sacrificed nnto their gods. And the
Lord was angry with Solomon, be-

cause his heart was turned from the
Lord God of Israel, which had ap
Deared nnto him twice, and had
commanded him concerning this
thing, that he ; should not go
after other gods: but he kept not
that which the Lord commanded.
Wherefore tbe Lord said nnto Sol
omon, Forasmuch as this is done of
thee, and thou nasi not epc my
covenant and my statutes which I
have commanded thee, I will aure--
ly rend the kingdom from tnee,and
will cive it to toy servant."
Kings xl. 1. "In those days also
saw I Jews that had married wives
of Aahdod, of Ammon, and cf
Moab: And their children spake
half la the speeeh of Ashdod, and
could not speak In tbe Jews' lan'
guage, but according to the lan
guage of each people. And I con
tended with them, and smote cer
tain of them, and plucked off their
hair, and made them swear by God,
saying; x e enaii not give your
daughters nnto their sons, nor take
their daughters unto your sons for
yourselves. Did not Solomon, King
of Israel, sin by these things? yet
among many nations was there no
king like him, who was beloved of
his God, and Ged made him kingover nil israei: nevertheless even
him oia outianaisn women cause
to sin. . Shall we then hearken un-
to you to do all this great evil, to
transgress against our God in mar
rying strange wives?"; Nehm. xlil,
iij--- 7. eee aiso Jiizra ix, x.
"From these quotations it can be

readily seen that the great condem
nation that came upon Solomon
was based on the quality of his
wives, not on their quantity, on
their kind, not on their number, as
many or them were or nations with
whom the Xiord had expressly com'
manded tbe children of Israel not
to intermarry, women who were
IdoUtors, and who, as the sequelsnow, lea so wise a man as Solo
mon to forsake the Lord .bis God
and to adept their idolatrous prac
tice to please them. This was
Solomon's sin, according to the
Bible record. The natural tenden
cy of such marriages is towards
apotta?y from the living God, as
most religious people know. Hence
the teaching of the Apostle Paul
"Be je not unequally yoked to-

gether with unbelievers: for what
fellowship hath righteousness with
unrighteousae? and what com-
munion hath light with darknes?
and what concord bath Christ
with Belial? or what part bath he
that lelleveth. with an infidei?
and what agreement hath ths tern
pie or uoa wun uoit7 Tor ye are
tho temple of the living God; as
God hath said, I will dwell in them
and waltc in them: and I will be
their God, and they shall be mv
people, i Wherefore, ccme out from
among them, and be ye separate,
Saith the Lord, and touch not the
unclean thing; and I will receive
you; and will be a father unto you.
nnd ye shall be my sons and d augh- -

2 Cor. vi, 14-1- 3.

It la written of 'Solomon's fami-
ly, MClngs' daughters were among
my iisnorsDie woment upon thy
right hand aid stand the queen In
gold of Ophir." Psalms, xlv, 9. In
an old English Bible, printed near
Jy three hundred years ago, this
passage is rendered thus "Kings'
uang iners were among thine hon
orable wives," etc. A marginal
note sajs, "rnougn he nad many
klngb' daughters among his wives,
yet he loved Pharaoh's daughter
pee i." r

x nave considered the cases
of ' David and Solomon
ratherlengthlly because theyare much depended upon by op'
ponents of polygamy as examples,
snowing mat plural manures are
evil. But these cases show no such
tblngA The sacred record says no
sucn mine, lr it was the mlvl
lege of David and Solomon to have
several wives each, It was not their
pmi 'ege to take an undue number,
wh&tever the limiting: number

.Ial- t t IStain no piain limitation jaw in mis
respect, jn either was It the privi
lege of David to commit adulteryor muruer, nor or soiomen to fer
sake his Gcd and worship idols or
falce gods. It is true that both
those highly favortd men did sin
against tbe Lord grievously, yet it
Was not 1 taking a plurality of
wives, tut in the transgressions
Lamed in the sentence preceding
this. If we say that David and
Solomon slBoed In taking more
than one w J fe each, then we must
go outside of the sacred record te
substantiate euch an assertion, and
must even go contrary to the testi
mony in the Jiible to do It. When
we do so we are atfsea completely,
without chart, compass or rudder,
iiEe tne preaoyierian assembly at
Saratoga, and we are likely to come
to a unwue conclusions oa familymatters as tney uia.

If plurality of wives was not so
common in Judah and Israel as the
single wife system, tbe former was
sufhciently common to be not in
any waj phenomenal, and evident
ly was by no means unusual. Now
in the whole history of the child'
ren of lerael.nor of their progenitors,can l nna anything eitner con
demnatory or depreciatory of the
plural wife system, bo far as the
Bible tecord is concerned. But
mi; instances of the uncondemn- -
ed practice of that kind ot mar-
riage, both among good men
ana men not so good, are
interspersed In that record.
Some of the more prominent of
them I have mentioned, but I will
refer to another instance, that of
Joasb, king of Judah. Of him it la
written, "And Joash did that
which was right In the sight of the
Lord all the days of Jeholada the
priest. And Jeholada took for him
two wives; ana begat sons and
daughters. Second Chronicles.
xxlv, 2, 3. Now Jeholada was a
good man. He caused the king and
tne neoDierto masre a covenant t.n
be the Lord's people, and Jeholada
ana Joasn repaired the house
of the Lord and set it in
order. Jeholada was a hun-
dred and thirty years old when
he died. "And they burled him
in the city of David anions: the
kings, because he had done good in
Israel, both toward God, and to-
ward his house." See verse 16.

Jehovah, through Ezekiel the
prophet, speaks In a parablsof him-
self espousing two wives, Aholah,
and Aaollbah. But we do not read
of him speaking of himself, in a
parable, tas committing adultery.Neither does it seem possible to
suppose any such thing. Yet the
Saratoga Presbyterian assemblyranked plural marriaga with adul-
tery, and appeared to be mors se-
vere toward the former than toward
the latter.

I did intend to make this tha
l&tt of these letters, but L find that
I shall have matter ; eaoush for
another. v

Jacob.

Db. S.H. Cia.wsoN has returned
from Soda Springs and Is ready to
resume business. dlt

he reigned thirty
over all Israel and Jaa'C'" rfee v.

according to th .acred record, be
fore he wa forty years old, and at
that Uo, be stood well with theLord oeyond a doubt. For althoughileha), after her marriage to Da-
vid, had been given, by Saut her
father, to another man, Pualtlel
the sou of Lalsh, yet David still
claimed her as his wife, and de-
manded her of lab boaheth, Saul's
son,wh9 accordingly took her away
from Phaltiel, and returned her to
David. See ill. 1318. Bat David
did not stop with these seven wives,
for the record eaye, "And David
took him mere concubines and
wives out of Jerusalem, after he
was come from Hebron: and there
were yet sons and daughters born
to David." Seev.!13. In'another
place it is said: "And David per-
ceived thattbeLord had confirmed
him king ever Israel, for his king-
dom w&i lifted up on high, be-
cause of his people Israel. And
David took more wives at Jerusa-
lem: and David begat more sons
and daughters." 1 Chroa.xlv.2,3. At
that time David was in frequent
communication with the Lard, and
In reference to his wars with the
PhilUtines it is said, "David there-
fore did as God commanded htm."
'And the David went out

into all lands; and the Lord
brought the fear of him upon all
nations.' See verses 16, 17. The
learned and devout gentlemen who
made out the tables of contents at
the head of the varioua chanters of

1 he Klble were pleased to put the
following indication or the above
statement aa to David'd family"David's felicity in people, wives
add children." In reading this,
ono'd wind naturally reverts to the
Saratoga Presbyterian conclave,
and wonder.if its .members approve
of that passage, or how they would
have expressed themselves there if
they had been engaged in prepar-
ing the chapter contents or head-
ings to the Bible. . Tde exact num-
ber of the wives of David is not
stated, but he is spoken ot as hav-
ing teu concubines. 2 Sam. xx, 3.

David is termed a man after God's
own heart, and as a general thing
he served the Lord with full pur
pose. of heart

i
and was greatly bits- -

seu oi mm in consequence. iev-thele- sj

David was fallible, and in
one matter he committed himself
grievously, calling down upon him
the righteous anger ef the Lord.
That matter was In committlsg
adultery with iiathsbeba, the wife
of Uriah, the Hittite, and In con-spirin- g

to effect the death of the
injured husband. After these
abominable crimes had been com-
mitted by David, it is written,"But the thing that David had
done displeased tha Lord. And the
Lord seut Nathan unto David." 2
Sam. xl, 27; xll, 1. The ProphetNathan thereuponfwent to David,
and by relating to him a parable ot
a rich man and a poor man, caused
him to condemn himself. "And
Nathan eald unto David, Thou art
the man. Thus saith the Lord of
Israel, I anointed thee king over
Israel, and I delivered thee out of
the- - hand of Saul; asd
I &ave thee thy master's
house, and thy master's wives
into thy bosom, and gave thee the
house of Israel and of Judab; and
if it had been too little, I would
moreover have given unto-th- ee

such and such things. Wherefore
ha&t thou despised the command-
ment of the Lord, to do evil in bis
sight? Thou hast killed Uriah the
Hittite with the sword, and hatt
taken his wife to be thy wife, and
hast slain him with the sword of
the children of Ammon. Now,
therefore, the sword shall never de-
part from thine house; because thou
hast despised me, and hast taken
the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be
thy wife. Thus saith the Lord,
Behold I will raiss up evil against
thee out of thine owu house, and I
will take thy wives before thine
own eyes, and give them unto thy
neighbor, and he shall lie with thy
wives in the Bight ef this sun. For
thou didst it secretly, but I will
do this thing before all Israel, and
bafore the sun." t Sec xii, 7-- 11

David straightway repented sorely,
and the Lord mitigated his punish-ment- ,

so that he was not slain, but
the illegitimate child resulting
from his adulterous Intercourse
with Bathsheba, died, according to
the word of the Lord ; by Nathan
the prophet.

There are some things very re-

markable in connection with this
aflair. Presuming that Mlchal was
David's first wife, we read nothing
of the displeasure of the Lord whtn
David took to wife Ahinoam, or
Abigail, or Maaach, or Haggith, or
Abital, or Eglah, or any other of
his wives. No prophet went to
him with the word of the Lord, de-

nouncing his marriage to more
than one wife. But when he tres-

passd with another man's wife and
meanly sought that man's ilfe,then
the Lord was displeased with Da-

vid, and sent Nathan to denounce
his crimss and announce the pun-
ishment therefor. But what must
sound strange to many people is
toe fact that the Lord, through
Nathan, told David how he had
been blest, bow the loio-ha- a given
him the house of his tfather-in-law- ,

Saul,and gave the wives of Saul into
his bosom, "ana lr tnat naa Deen
too little. I would moreover have
given thee such and such things."
Intimation could hardly be plain-
er that the Lord did not condemn
David's polygamy up to that time,
that in contracting plural mar
riages David had not displeased the
Lord, that the Lord had actually
given several' wives to David, that
the Lord would have given him
more If he had sought them In a
proper spirit and manner, but that
when David broke the seventh
commandment by his adultery
with Bathsheba, and then broke
the sixth commandment by com--
Eaesing tha death of her injured

hp committed mortal
sin, the Lord was sorely displeased,
and .Nathan was as once sent to
David to bring him to a serious
reckoning, a reckoning which
though mollfled, was an exceed-
ingly costly one to David., It Is
still more expressly stated that
David's taking several wlve3 was
not accounted criminal before tne
Lord. The sacred record sajs,"David did that which was right
In the eyes of the Lord, and turned
not aside from anything that be
commanded him all the days cf his
life, save only in the matter bf
Uriah the Hittite.",. 1 Kings xv, 5.

In taking the wife of Uriah,
David committed a grievous sin,
and the offspring of the adulterous
connection, being a bastard, was
by Moses excluded, from the con-

gregation of the Lord. Indeed the
child was stricken of the Lord, and
permitted to live but a short time.
When David took the widow of
Uriah as a wife, it was perhaps
making all the reparation to her
that he could, but that did not
palliate the sin of his criminal in-
tercourse with her during the life
of her husband Uriah, nor the sin
of effecting his death.- - Neverthe-
less, and this is a very notable
thing, the next child that Bathshe-
ba bore to David was Solomon.Now,
although David had many wives
besides Bathsheba,yet her son Solo-
mon was not accounted a bastard.he
was not excluded from the congre-
gation of the Lord. On the con-
trary, Nathan was xt to David to
approve of his design to bnlld a
bouse te the name of the Lord, and
his preparations therefor, also to
say that he should not build the
house, for that work should devolve
upon els son. 1 Chron. xvlL This
chosen son was Solomon, Bathshe-ba'- s

second child by David, for
"the Lord loved hlm, from his
youth up. 2 Sam. xll, 23.

s
t iiora beroio n.i tne priest." tsee

11, 11. "And Ell bleated Elkanah
and his wife, and said, The Lord
give thee eeed of this woman for
the loan which is lent to the Lord."
See verse 20. "And the
Lord vLitcd Hannah, to
that she conceived, and bare
three sons and two daughters." See
Terse 21. The Lord called Samuel
and told him what should happen
to the house of Ell, because of the
wickedness of his sons. "And
Samuel grew, and the Lord was
with him, and did let none of his
words fall to the ground, and all
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Xiord. And the Lord appeared
again In Shiloh: for the Lord re-
vealed himself to Samuel in Shiloh
by the word of the Lord." See ill,
19-2- 1. Samuel succeeded Eli as a
jadge In Israel. "And Samuel
judged Israel all the days of his
life." Seevii, 15. "

Now here we have th. old story
a polygamous aud barren wife

asking the Lord for children, the
prayer liberally granted, the man
and the wife and the child of pro-
mise greatly blessed of the Lord.
How different the treatment such a
family would have received at the
hands of the Presbyterian assemblyat Saratoga.

Saul wai a man who was made a
prophet and called and anointed of

s the Lord to be king oyer Israel. He
had several wive?, and although he
did hot do in all things that which
pleased the Lord, yet the fact of
Saul's having more than one wife
is not spoken of condemnatory ia
the Bible. Saul was one of those
persons who act yery varylngly,
according tu the spirit that la Iu
them at the time. When Influ-
enced by a coed spirit he was hum-
ble and humane, but when Influ-
enced by a bad spirit he was vici-
ously and even murderously In-

clined. Yet nowhere In the Bible
is his plural marriage set down as
resulting from the influence of an

vll spirit. Saul : displeased the
Lord ia his expedition against
Agmg and the Amalekltes, in not
keeping the commandment of the
XiOrd in regard to the same. Said
Samuel to Saul, "Thou hast reject-
ed the word of the Lord, and the
Lord hath rejected thee from being
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lo, I have given thte a wise and an
understanding heart; so that there
was none like thte before tbee,
neither after thee shall any arise
like unto thee. And I have also
given thee that' which: thou hast
not asked, both rtcbep, and honor:
bo that there shall kot to any
among the kingi like unto thee all
thy days. And if thou wilt walk
in my ways, to keep my statutes
and niy ccrmxntidiuents, as thy
father David did w&lk, then I will
lengthen thy days." 1 Kings ill, 9
14. B&o also 2 Chron. 1, 2. These
great blessings were promised and
given of the Lord to a person whom
the Saratoga Presbyterian conclave
would have branded with illegiti-
macy and shame, and whose pa-
rents they would have fined and
imprisoned for giving him the
chance of birth even, for he was a
son of David by one of the last of
his polygamous wives. What could
possibly be plainer, from the state-
ments in the i foregoing quotations,
that Solomon, child of a polyga-
mous marrlsga though he was, was
not accounted a bastard by the
Lord, for it is directly stated, to the
contrary, tbat the Lord acknow-
ledged Solomon to be his eon, and
the Lord called himself Solomon'
father. So far fiom Solomon being
denied entrtnee to the congrega-
tion cf the Lord, he was cho-n- a of
the Lord, before all the other sons
of David or of any other man, to
build the temple of the Lord. If
the Lord bad looked upon plurality
of wives as the Saratoga Presbyte-
rian alterably did, it is parsing
strange that he ehou-i- l have chosen
the polygamous souf a polyga-ml- st

to bless with wifedom and
riches and honor,

power and influence, peace and
prosperity, beyond precedent, and
to build tha uioct magnificent tem-
ple ever ertettd to the name of the
Lord.

I will pass on and say, as is well
known, tbat Solomon had many
wives. The Bible tays he had a
thousand wives and coBCubines.
Tbi waw certainly a very large
na:iibi r, and m st people would be
iueiiut--a to consider it -- very exces-
sive. Bo this aa it may, the eacred
record nowhere condemns him for
taking more wives than one. As
he advanced iu life he fell into
transgression end came under con-
demnation of tha Lord, but the
Bible says his transgressdoh coaskt-e-d

.in marrying strange women,
which was forbidden to Israel, acd
in being led by them to forsat the
Lord and go into idolatry. The fol-

lowing passages are very plain uponthis point "But Klcg Solomon
loved many strange womin, to-

gether with the daughter of Pha-
raoh, women of the Moabltes, Am-
monites, Edomiieii, Zidcnians, and
Hittite ; of tbe natlons concerningwhich the Lord said unto the chil-
dren cf Israel, ye p.hall not go in to
them, neither shall they come la
unto you; for surely they will turn
away your heart after their gods:Solomon clave unto these ia love.And ho had seven hundrod wives,
princesses, and three hundred con-
cubines; and his wives turned awayhis heart. For it came to pass,when Solomon was old, that his
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kin over Israel." The Lord hath
rent the kioedom of Israel from
thee this day, and hath given it to
a neighbor of thine, that is better

. thaa thou." 1 Sam. xv, 26,
23. J : In consequence of this
transgression, Saul was never res
tored to the favor of the Lord, for
the Inspired record aajs: So Saul
died for his transgression which he
committed against the Lord, even
against the word of the Lord, which
ha kept not, and also for asking
counsel of one that had a familiar
spirit, to inquire of it; and Inqulr
d not of the Lord: therefore he

slew him, and turned the kingdomonto David Itbe son of Jesse." , 1
Chron. x. 13, 14.

David took Saul's daughter Ml- -
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. chal to wife, bat he took other
wlvee also. The following are
mentioned by name: Ahinoam the
Jexreelitees; Abigail the Carmeli- -'

tees; Haacah, daughter of lalmal,
kirg of Geshur; Hagsltb; Abital,
and Elah. 2 Sam. iil 2- -5. This
wxa while David was king of Ju-di- h,

and before he was king of
Ixrxel. Thus David had at least
raven wives in the early part of his
nfjn. Ha wia SO years old when
ha bein to relrn. "In Hebron

reJned over Jndab. seven yeats
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