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[ feel it a privilege to mingle my
voice with my brethren in testifying to
the trath of work of the last days,
although if it wele left to my own
T8 ey g o e
S e on of the people,
and I expect that if the Lord were to
call upon me a8 He did upon Moses, I
should do as Moses did,—plead with
Him for a mouth-piece. Nevertheless,
if I can say anything to comfort or en-
courage the Saints, or to strengthen
their faith, it is my duty to do so, for I
conceive that none have the right to
conceal in their own bosoms the light
and truth with which the Lord has
blessed them, but that it is the duty of
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Jesus sald, ‘‘Eater ye in at the strait |
gate, for wide is the and broad is
the way that leadeth to destruction,and
many there be which go in thereat; be-
cause strait is the gate and narrow is the
way which leadeth unto life, and few |
there be that find it.”” He also said,
‘‘And this is life etermal, that (‘}ho?
might know thee, the only true ’
hastsent.”’
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who have but a limited ideaof the prin- b
ciples of the gospel, look and hope for
a atlitude or heaven hereafter, where
they may dwell eternally in peace and
happiness, free from the power of satan,
sin and death. All the people of chris-
tendom and perhaps all the generations
of men, have at some time in their lives,
felt the spirit of the living God convic-
ting them of sin, and they have felt a
desire to learn how they mightsecure to
themselves aternal lives in the presence
()f GOd-

~ We read that God created man up-
right, but that he has sought out many
inventions. This is espoelsllrv true in
regard te religious matters. Instead of |
walking acecording to the precepts and | obedience to the
commandments of God, as taught by | the way appointe
His servants holding the Holy Priest-
hood, they have done as the prophet
foretold—taught for thecommandments
of God the p-ecepts of men. More par-
ticularly is this the case in our day and
generation, when the Lord has again
revealed Himself and has opened up the
di sation of the fuluness of times.
We find a great many views
notioms and opinions upon the face of
the earth at the present time; but in the
absenes of truth there islittle difference
among them, forthey are all wrong.
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cessary that mankind should ‘pause,
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God; and when you are pricked to the
beart and feel that what is called ‘‘Mor-
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éeling until you come tounderstanding,
‘and then obey the gospel, and receive
the Holy Ghost which will give you a
full knowledge/of thosethings necessary
for your salvation and exaltation here-
after. Ifthe Lord had commanded you
to do some great thing,to go to the ends
, Or BOme other different un-
dertaking, would you not have done it?
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Jesus told the Jews that Abrabam saw
his day and rejoiced in it. They gqueri-
ed with Him as to' how he—not' fifty
years old—eould know anything about
Abraham who had been 80 .
Jesus said ‘‘Before Abraham was I am.”!
This seemed to puzzle the Jews; they
did not understand the principle of pre-

existence, and that , . who was
then clothed wlthﬂﬂhm d
an existence in the spirit world, that he
. was the: ‘born of many sons and had
been born before Abrahamin thespirit.
Jesus understood once in a while,
as in that ease, he spoke upon the prin-
ciple. The Jews prided themselves on
serving the God of their father Abra-
oflihm;bbut Jel_uml: .21:1}1 th%t the Go%
f Abra i . Was no
the Godhch!rdud'b!ﬂ ‘the Hving,
thus teaching them plainly the princi-
ples of the resurrection., . AR ¥ ¢
I y"now.fn ‘& few words with re-
%a.rd - g of thé. sacrament.
his ordinance was instituted by our
Bavior; and his followers were com-
manded to partake ef it in remembrance
g lI;;[lm. dBlut hc;‘;i ;naniy of us partake
regardless o m, in eommemora-
tion o:‘whm death it is ag.,ministered!
I bave seen some of the Saints take the
cup very Iirreverently,—blessed and
consecrated as it is—and drink to
uench their thirst. I do not sume
at such : think any more about
our Lord and Savior than they do when
drinking on ordinary occasions. To say
the least of such conduct, it is highly
improper and ‘irreverent. I have seen
brethren and sisters partake of the
sacrament with their ves on, and in
a very careless att », stretching out
the left hand. Youshould always put
forth the right hand when taking either
the bread or the cup; and you should
take off your hats if you have them on,
and partake of the consecrated emblems
with reverence, and remember that you
do it in commemoration of the death,
sufferings and resurrection of our Lord
and Bavior Jesus Christ, who will yet
rule and reign on this earth, King of
kings and Lord oflords. Would I par-
take of the sacrament with my hat or
gloves on? No; I would take them off,
and let my soul ascend in prayer and
thanksgiving -to my heavenly ¥ather
that I had been "pe_r:mlt.tod to partake of
the ordinance of the House of God.
I am happy in believing I am
associated with a people in the majority
of whose minds such feelings and de-
sires predominate, and to whom the

few hints I have dropped . will be sufii-
cient in d to the carelessness to
which I havereferred. Wehavethe prin-
ciples of eternal life in our midst, and
we practice them in ourlives, and when,
the world witness the - actiens of

this &eople, it should be a testimony
that they are of God. Feay it is's tes-
timony to the world of the truths of

High Heaven reveéaled 1lhrough this
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sure of our salvation in the world to
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and exaltations in the presen
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en on the faee of the earth thath\:};ﬁ
tind eternal lives? for strait is the gate
and narrow the way that leads thereto.
It is the privilege of the children of
men to attain to thiz if they will be obe-
dient to the requirements of the gospel.
But in this they can exercise their voli-
tion. They hgl\-g been clothed upon
with a tabernacle taken from the dustof
the earth, and have become subject to
the power of sin and death. They have
come to pass through an earthly proba-
tion, in order to be temptedand to prove
whether they would be carried away by
the wiles of satan, and enjoy the plea-
sures of sin for a season; or whether,
faithful to their trust, their infegrity
and their God, they would endure the
trials of this life and come forth in the
resurrection clothed upon with immor-
tality and eternal lives.

The world say we are exclusive be-
cause we do not hold communion or
fellowship with the Sectarians. How
can we do so when they scorn usand
say we are a poor, ignorant, deluded set
of people, without knowledge or intelli-
gence? How can we, when we know
that they and their leaders are blind,
and that they will all fall into the ditch
unless they repent of their evil deeds?
Wesend forth our elders to the nations of
the earth to proclaim the principles of
the gospel to the people, and to plead
with them to turn from their evil ways
that they may be redeemed from the sin
and iniquity, which, like a flood, are
overwhelming the nations. Yet, they
call us uncharitable because we will not
fellowship them. Far from being un-
charitable, we exercise more charity
than all the Christian world put togeth-
er; for | whilst they consign to perdition
all wh{: have not obeyed the gospel as
they preach it, we believe that the greai
majority of ‘all* people who have ever
lived on the face .of the earth will be
saved, and will enjoy a far greater glory
than they ever-anticipated. In this we
are sustained by the testimony of the
Scriptures, for the  Apostle tells us that
Jesus went to preach to the spirits In
prison who were disobedient in the days
of Noah, that they might live according
to God. in. the spirit and be judged ac-
cording to men-in the flesh. If they who
died d?sobedient. to the gospel, havm%
heard and its prineiples, coul
be administered to by the Savior of the
world, how much more reasonable is it
to rs‘ﬁppotsg %‘1“ ﬁheyt arlho have livgd SSE
corain : € 50999559 ’
yet die% wifhglrbghknow{ ge Of the gos-
pel, can enjoy the same privilege? How
much more. consistent it is to suppose
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