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REPORTED BY DAVID W. EVANS,

OwinGg to a spirit of persecution and re-
ligious bigotry, alike disgraceful to the age,
the enlightenment of the present genera
tion and the nation in which we live, our
First President is not permitted to be with
us, While we regret such a state of affairs,
we rejoice in the many liberties, privileges,
blessings, and pewers which are extended
untous. It is not by any means strange
that, while the world has been plunged in
ignorance upon matters of religion and
morality,and broken up into factions,on the
appearance in the midst of the whole, of a
small body of men, illiterate in their char<
acter, proclaiming to the world that they
are inspired of the Lord, and undertake to
introduce system and principles calculated
to elevate mankind from degradation and
destruction, and exalt them to eternal
glory and endless increase, they should be
misunderstood: it has been so in all ages of
the world. When our Savior visited the
earth bringing the simple principles of sal-
vation he was misunderstood, misappres
bended, persecuted, 1mprisoned, ecrowned
with thorns, tortured, as 2 man who was
opposed to the religion of the age, and
dangerous to the State, He was accused of
a great variety of crimes, of being a pestis
lent fellow, and was finally put te death by
a class of men a great number of whom
were zealous professors of religion—elders
high priests, rabbis, doctors of the law and
others claiming to be exceedingly holy.
Jesus, in referring to the history of the
past, said that the fathers of those who per-
secuted him had slain the prophets, and
such was the case; and we find that, in
every sge, when God inspired a man to pro-
claim the gospel of salvation, all, or a large
portion of mankind, were ready to
denounce him and put him to death,
to whip, imprison, annoy, lie about him,
proclaim all manner of evil agaiust him,
and so on, until his influence should be
annihilated from the earth. The same prin-
ciple still exists, and the Latter~day Saints
have had to contend with it. When Joseph
Smith, in 1830, organizsd the church with
six members, the war as it were commenc-
ed: a few hours only had passed away
when he was arrested, taken before a
magistrate and accused of prophecying.
He was discharged, arrested again, taken
before another magistrate, and finally a
declaration was made that if the law counld
not reach him tar and feathers and mob
power should. This is a very poor argu-
ment and shows the weakness of those who
have recourse to it.

We live in an age of scienes, in an age
when intelligence is being develo in a
great many directions, and when the learn-
ing of man is vastly extended. The apos-
tle Paul cautioned the Saints in his day to
beware lest any spoil them through phil-
osophy and vain deceit; yet the religion of
Jesus Christ embraces every true and per-
fect principle, every correct science, every
principle o1 philosophy—that is every true
principle, and is calculated to benefit man~
kind in every way; and yet the laws ot life
as revealed, explained and developed in
the orgaonization of the human family are
trampled under foot and very little under~
stood. God has commenced a work in
these last days to elevate mankind, to save
them, to increase them, to place them on a
footing ofindependence; to cause them to
love one another and to lay a foundation
for peace and harmony, that bloodshed
and war, contention and devastation shall
cease; that the power of the oppressor shall
be broken and that the honest in heart may
have the privilege of dwelling together and
building up Zion in all the earth, and of
continuing the blessings, and ordinances of
exaltation for time and throughout all eter-
nity.

There is no doubt but Satan stirs up the
hearts of the children of men to disobedi-
ence to and to war against the principles of
righteousness; but they are true. Joseph
Smith was a prophet of God, he was a
minister of the Most High; he brought
forth pure and holy principles, principles
which are caleulated to save and exalt
mankind. He was slain, and those who
received his testimony were robbed of all
they possessed and driven into the wilder-
ness under the influence of religious fana-
ticism and bigotry, which apprehended
nothing but their utter destruction., God
preserved them, blessed them, and the

spread abroad in the midst of these valleys;
they converted the desert into fruitful
fields, and laid a foundation for the re-
demption of the human race, and thauk
God for these privileges.

We want, while we are here at confer-
ence, to have our brethren collect in their
minds—that is, leave their business out of
doors. Itisa good time to come to con-
ference, a splendid time to do business and
all that; but while the hours of conference
are om, let us come to meeting, give strict
aitention to what is said and done, and
call upon God in mighty prayer, that he
will deliver Zion from her oppressors; that
he will bless the efforts of his servants for
the advancement of his work; that he will
bless the missionaries that are sent abroad,
and those who are abroad among the na«
tions, and the miseions of the native elders
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in the various countries; that he will open
the way that the poor may be gatheted.
And by the way, while we are doing this,
let us reflect how much we can do to aid the
Perpetual Emigration Fund, in bringing
home the poor., Many of them have been
scattered among the nations half a gene-
ration and more, and they are unable to
gather home. Think of these things.
Pray the Lord to give his servants wis-
dom; pray the Lord to strengthen the
President of the church—Brigham Yeung,
heal his body, make him strong, sound
and healthy, deliver him from the power
of the oppressor and those who sesk to
destroy him, that he may have wisdom,
intellig;nca and power to preach to and
teach the Saints, and to counsel and guide

the affairs of the great work which God has |

entrusted to him. Let us devote a few
days, as the case may be, to counsel, to
instruction. to bearing testimoony, o ac-
quiring a knowledge of the things of God,
speaking of those things that are for the
welfare of Zion; taking counsel together
as to the best course to pursue on the vari-
ous subjecls that are before us—forwarding
the building of Temples &e.

After last conference President Young
and myself made a journey to Saint George.
His health was very poor and he was quite
feeble when he left here. When he reached
that mild climate, or rather, that even, dry
climate, he seemed immediately to eom«
mence to recruit, and while we remained
there—we were absent about ten weeks—
bhe improved wvery much; but in ecouse-
quence of the persecution which was inau-
gurated against the Latter-day Saints,
alming at him direetly, it became necessary
for him to return in the midst of a very
cold and stormy season, and very muddy
roads. While at Saint George he selected a
spot, laid out the foundation and dedicated
the ground and made a commencement, to
build a temvle, which is being continued
under the direction of President Erastus
Snow, that the ordinances of the holy
priesthood, which should be administered
only in a temple, may be attended to in that
part of the Territory, in the neighborhood
and vicinity of those settlements,

Oar brethrencan observethata very hand-
some addition has been made to the fourd-
ation of the Temple here since the last an-
nual Conference,and they can now begin to
form some idea of how the work is going
to look. When you realize that all the
granite that is in that immense foundation
has been hauled some seventeen miles
with oxen, mules and horses, you must
realize that a very great job has been ac-
complished. But at the present time we
have a railroad almost into the quarry, and
the result is that the labor has been greatly
lessened, and the rock and the sand and
oth'r kuilding material can be brought
here at vaistly less expense than formerly,
and consequently we will be able to push
the work forward more rapidly. We want
the brethren and sisters—all of them, to
feel an interest in the tithes and offerings
for the temple, and in the labor upon it.

All must be aware that considerable ex-
pense and a great deal of time and dis-
arrangement of business has been caused
by the persecutions and prosecutions of
the last year. But we are very glad to say
that the <¢o-operative associations for
mercantile, manufacturing, agricultural,
grazing and other purpouses that have been
forming in this City and throughout the
Territory for several years past, have
proved [in an eminent degree successful,
manifesting what wonderful resulis can be
accomplished by the Latter-day Saints
when united in the exercise of their several
duties and in the performance of their
labors. The waat of unity and organizas
tion causes the loss of a great deal of time,
and hence the necessity of organization and
united effort.

The ladies relief societies in all the
several settlements wherever they have
existed have also been in many respects
highly successful, and great blessings to
the community—lookingafter the poor and
introducing improvements, encouraging
and enabling women to take charge of
branches of business that are suited to
their strength, knowledge and condition,
It always did seem to me ridiculous to see
a man six feet two and weighing two hun-
dred and twenty measuring tape or ribbons
in a store; and I shall be very thankful
when I can see changes effected to such an
extont that nimble fingers, suited to handle
light goods will be permitted to fol-
low that Kind of employment, and so on
throughout the whole organization of so-
ciety. et those great,big men go and dig the
rock, handle the sawlog, or do something
that their strength was made for, and not
let their giant power wilt away in the
However, these are
things yet to come. It is not my design to
offer many remarks, but merely as an in-
troduction to the conference, to express
my faith., Ikunow thatthis is the work of
God, and that all the efforts of wicked men
to trample it under foot will be vain, I
know the Lord has commeneed his great
work of the latter days, and that Zion will
trinmph. Thisismy testimony. I am not
talking what I guessat, what I imaginse or
what I think, but what I verily know—
God has revealed it unto me, Brethreén, it
you have not this knowledge within your-
selves, seek it of the Lord by obedience to
his laws, b
walking in hisordinances,
the upbailding of Zion, and you will obtain
it, and it will be like a well of water spring-
ing up in your hearts unto everlasting life.

May the blessings of Israel’s God be and
abide upon you for ever and ever Amen.
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WE are again assembled this morning to
continue the duties and services of owur
Conference, and I am requested by Presi-
dent Young to state that he s in the en
joyment of comfortable healthr and in ex-
cellent spirits, He regrets very mrueh the
circumstances whieh render it inexpedient
for him to meet with you this morning,and
hopes the time may soon come when he
will again enjoy that privilege, also the
privilege of bearing testimony to the glori-
ous work of the last days inthe public
congregation, He desires and appreciates
the prayers and faith of the Saints; hLe
thinks that it is quite Pruper that any man,
before he is thoroughly qualified to rale,
shall learn to be ruled, that he shall learn
te obey before he learns to command. All
these lessons in their time and im their
ssason are proper for us Lo learn,

When we realize the malignity of the
spirit of persecuti n which 18 aimed at the
Lauter day Saints in these valleys, we need
not wonder that we have to contend with
vexatiots lawsuits and with illegal and
unjustifiable prosecutions, for th- influenee
of the pulpit and the press, when controlled
by the spirit of lying, is very great for evil,
but God is greater—bis power is more
omunipotent; and although thousands of
prophets, priests and wise nen in the
earth have been compelled to lay down
their lives for the cause of Zion, and for
the sake of Lhe priaciples of the gospel of
peace, and in doing so they have acquired
honors that could not be attained iuany
other way; their reward is certain, eternal
and sure,

1 wish to call the attention of the elders
whohave been,in years past,on missions, to
one important item of duty, It is well
known that our emigration annually brings
some thousands of person among whom
our missiovaries have labored and with
wiaom they are acquainted and among
whom are many who still look to them for
fatherly advice and encourasgement, but
many of the elders who return immediate-
ly forget that they have been missionaries.
When they reach home they perhaps find
their affairs a little deranged, business hav-
ing stopped in their abseuce, meney mak,
ing or procuring the means of living hav-
ing gone rather behind hand, they drop
right into - groove, as it were, to catch up,
and they forget their duties, and the pe.-
ple whom they have been acquainted with
and who have treated them with kinduoess
and geoerosity are also frequeatly forgotten
and neglected. The emigrants come into
these valleys and fall perhaps under influ-
ences that are wrong and wicked, for men
inspired with a spirit of hostility to the
work of God will take more pains 1o poison
their minds than those who feel all right do
to give thein correct information. I wish
to say to all such elders and to all the
brethren, that when they get home their
mission is not consummated, and that when
new comers arrive we should take pains
to look after their welfare, give them coun-
sel and instruction, aid and comfort, and
realize that we are missionaries all our
lives, and that it is our duty to iustruct
such in the things of the kingdom, to en-
courage them and set before them princi-
ples of intelligence, such s will be for
their benefit.

I wish farther to say to the Elders and
to the brethren who have emigrated, that
they should remember their friends they
visited before they eame here, or when
they were on missions in the old world.
Remember the poor family that went
without their provision, perhaps, to give
you & feas!; or the family that, to make vou
warm and comfortable, gave up their beds
to you, themselves enduring cold, discom-
fort and inconvenience to do so; or the
familv that opened their doors to shelter
you from the storm when their neighbors
hooted and scouted them, as it were, for en-
tertaining a stranger, Y ou missionaries in
your experieace have all met with such
families, and many of them are there yet
without the means to get here. Perhaps
they have said to you, “Will you help me
when you get bome?” and you may have
given them a look of encouragement, & half
promise, or expressed a hope that you
might be able to doso. Have you forgot-
ten it? Perhaps a little effort on your
part and on the part of your mnighbors
might bring these families to this eountry
and place tcem in a position to acquire
lots, farms, and homes of their own, re-
deem them from thraldem and bondage
worse than slavery, and place them in a
position of independence on their own soil
enjoy the fruits of their own labors and
heip to build up and develop the rising,
spreading glory of Zion.

I have heard there is an Elder who, when
oa & mission, borrowed some money of a

widow that had mnot means ewmough
to get away, but had a little
she could spare wuntil she ceuld acs

uire enough to bring her family here;
and that Elder, peradventure, has forgotten
to pay it.. I bave heard there is such an
El!deéer in Utah. Shame on Lim if there is!
Pnder such circumstances we should not
only pay, punoctually and faithfully, what
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butall of us Euro missionaries should
be pre to do something bandsome
annually to help those from the boondage

and thraldom in which we foand them, and
where they must remain wuntil means
are obtained to deliver them. I am calling
now for the denation to the Perpetual Em-
igration Fand. A hundred thousand Lat-
ter-day Saints in Utah, and can we not help
a few thousamd that yet remain in the old
missions, an@ briog them here? “Well,"”
some may say, “they will apostatize if they
come.”” That is all right, they must haves
the privilege. I understand that we have:
brought some men here with the Fund that!
have apostatized, Detrayed the Saints and,
done all in their power to stain their gar-
ments in the blood of thre propbets; but that-
is not our fault, it is theirs, We should
gather the Saints and they, themaelves, are
responsible for the use they make of the
blessings which God bestows wpon them,

jeven if they eome through our hands and

exertions, Look at the tens of thousandis
of families now in Utah in comfortable ¢ir-

cumstaneces, with bouses, farms, wagons;,
cattle and horses of their own, wmany of’
them with earriages, and these familless
taken, by the contributions of the Latter--
‘day Saiunts, from the most abject ser--
vitude and poverty, from the bowels of the .
earth, from within the walls of factories, ,
where but for this fand they must bave re-

mainet for their lives; but now they are -
in comp#rative independence and enjoying -
the blessings of freemen,

After President Young returned from
St. George, fo¥ the purpose of voluntarily
placing bimself ia» the custody of United
States” officers, as is well known, I receiv-
ed a letter from an emiment genileman in
the State of Masaachusetts, who said that
the prosecution against hima could be no~
thing miore nor less than a patsup job, and
that the people of the country understood
it as such; *‘and the fact is,” maid he,
“Brigham Young has done more for the
benefit of large Ludies of people than any
other living man on the earth.,” That s
true. By the inspiration of Almighty Godt
through his servant Brigham Young this-«
Fund wss organized, and he has been thes
President of it and through bis energy and .
enterprise and the aid of the Lalter-day
Saints—his friends, he has gathered tens of ~
thousands that eculd never have owned a -
rod of ground or a house, as long as they
lived, but would have been at the metrey of
employers who loocked upon them only as -
a portion of their property, and the gues~ -
tion with them bas been how much of this »
man’s labor can I get for the smallest pit. -
tanee; but through the exertions and counw -
sels of Preesident Youngand his brethres.
they have been delivered from this bon-
dage and placed in comparative indepenw
dence, I say God bless such a man, (Con-
gregation said Ameon) and God bless every
man and every woman who will contribute
to carry out this glorious purpose.

I am very anxious to wake up the elders
to labor at home, to keep alive in the
hearts of the Saints the spirit of troth,
While all those who so desire are free teo
apostatize, it should not be for the want of
pro information, care and instruetion,
or in consequence of the neglect of the
elders to do their duty. I exhort the Lag-
ter-day Saints to unite in ¢arrying on the-
work of gathering. A few years wet
thought that we would gather them all..
When we had raised what means we could,.
and had expended it we found the Elders:
were baptizing about as fast as we were:
bringing the Saints away. That is sll
right. t us get the old and faithfal
Latter-day Saints away, and keep baptiz-
ing all that desire to be baptized., In the
Scandiravian mission the number of bap-
tismus keep up,and some years a little more
than keep up, with the emigration. There
are families from year to year that
can be brought away by a little sssistance
they have means, and only need a
little more to emigrate. I do think vhat
the history of the Perpetual Emigration:
Fuond is a wonderful one. The Latter-day
Saints in Utah sent from here two hundred
wagons one year, three hundred another

.year, four hundred the next, and for two
years, five -hundred wagons,

each year,
each wagon baving four yoke of oxen or
their equivalent in mules and horses,,
and bore all the expenses consequent upon.
bringing people across the Plains, bring-
ing from one to four thousand persons a:
season. This is certainl creditable and it
has been done threugh the influence of
Brigham Young and the united efforts of a
free-hearted and noble people. We have
got & railroad now and do not have to send
the wagons; the business assumes another

shape. The emigration is brought here
with less labor and in less time, but with
more outlay. <

I have now laid befere you my views on
the emigration eof the poor Saints from
abroad. Consider upon and think about
them. Make your calculations, and feel
in your pockets and contribute to help on
the work, aad carry with you to all the
sottlements of the Saints a spirit that sball
bring home to Zion the brethren ana sisters
from abroad. Im that way the work can
continue, May God bless all who aid in
this glorious work is my prayer in the
name of Jesus. Amen. _

*—i—.—-—-——h——
CORRECTION,.—In the list of home mis-

sionaries called at Conference on Tu<sday,

and publishked in Wednesday's NEws, ins

stead of Wiliiam Black, Summit Co,, it
should have been Joseph H. Black, of Par-

| we owe; wich good and reasouable interest, | ley’s Park,



