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OWING to a spirit of persecution and re-
ligious bigotry alike disgraceful to the age
the enlightenment of the present genera
tion and the nation in which we live our
first president is not permitted to be with
us while we regret such a state of affairs
we rejoice in the many liberties privileges
blessings and powers which are extended
unto us it is not by any means strange
that while the world has been plunged in
ignorance upon matter of religion and
morality and broken up into fac ia the
appearance in the midst of the wholeh01a of a
small body of men illiterate in their char-
acter proclaiming to the world that they
are inspired of the lord and undertake to
introduce system and principles calculated
to elevate mankindmankina from degradation and
destruction and exalt them to eternal
glory and endless increase they should be
misunderstood it has been so in all ages of
the world when our savior visited the
earth bringing the simple prinprincipleseileslles of sal-
vation he was misunderstood in ampre
bendedbonded persecuted imprisoned crowned
with thorns tortured as a man who was
opposed to the religion of the age and
dangerous to the state he was accused ot
a great variety of crimes of being a
lent fellow and was finally put to death by
a class of men aa great number of whom
were zealous professors of religion elders
high priests rabbis doctors of the law aldand
others claiming to be exceedingly holy
jesus liaiu referring to the history of the
past said that the fathers of those who per-
secuted him had slain the prophets and
such was the case and wewe find that in
every nagengo when god inspired a man to pro-
claim the gospel of salvation all or a large
portion of mankind were ready to
denounce him and put him to death
to whip imprison annoy lie about him
proclaim all manner of evil against him
and so on until his influence should be
annihilated from the earth the same prin-
ciple still existsexis ts and the latter day saints
have had to contend with it when joseph
smith in 1830 organized the church with
six members the war as it were commenc-
ed a few hours only had passed away
when hebe was arrested taken before a
magistrate and accused of prophesying
liehe was discharged arrested again taken
bonorebefore another magistrate and finally a
declaration was made that if the law could
not reach hinlhini tar and feathers and mob
power should this is a very poor argu-
ment and showsallows the weakness of those who
have recourse to it

we live in an age of science I1 in an ago
when intelligence is being developed in a
great many directions and when the learn-
ing of man is vastly extended the apos-
tle paul cautioned the saints in his day to
beware lest any spoil them through phil-
osophy and vain deceit yet thefhe religion of
jesus christ embraces every true and per-
fect principle every correct science every
principleprinciaprin cip a otol philosophy that is every true
principle and is calculated to benefit man-
kind in every way and yet the laws otof iilifeilfefe
as revealed explained and developed I1in
the organization of the human family are
trampled underunderfootfoot and very little under-
stood god has commenced a work in
these last days to elevate mankind to save
them to increase them to place them on a
footing of independence to cause them to
love one another and to lay a foundation
for peace and harmony that bloodshed
and war contention and devastation shall
cease that the power of the oppressor shall
be broken and that the honest in heart may
have the privilege of dwelling together and
building up zion in all the earthbanh and of
continuing the blessings and ordinances of
exaltation for time and throughout all eter-
nity

there isia no doubt but satan stirs up the I1

hearts of the children of men to disobedi-
ence to and to war against the principles of
righteousness but they are true joseph
smith was a prophet of god hebe was a
minister of the most high he brought
forth purepare and holy principles principles
which are calculated to save and exalt
mankind he was slain and those who
received his testimony were robbed of all
they possessed and driven into the wilder-
ness under the influence of religious fana-
ticism and bigotry which apprehended
nothing but their utter destruction god
preserved them blessed them and they
spread abroad in the midst of these vallevalievalleysYsthey converted the desert into fruitfruitfulfulfui
fields and laid a foundation forlor the re-
demptiondemp tion of the human race and thankgod for these privileges

we want while we are here at bonferconfer-
ence to have our brethren collect in theirminasminds that is leave their business out of
doors it is a good time to come to con-
ference a splendid time to do business andall that but while the hours of conferenceare on ietlet us come to meeting give strict
attention to what is said andantl done andcall upon god in mighty prayer that hewill deliver zion from her oppressors thathe will bless the efforts of his servants for
the advancement of his work I1 that he willbless the missionaries that are sent abroad
and those who areane abroad among thetho nannas
eions and the missionsMiselonsions of the native elders

in the various countries that he will open
the way that the poor may be gachetgatheredad
and by the way while we are doing ththis41
let us reflect howhove much we can do to aid hethet
perpetual emigration fund in bringing
home the poor many ol01 them have been
scattered among the nations half a gene-
ration and more and they are unable to
gather home think of these thingsprayra the lord to give hishla servants wis-
domdoal pray the lord to strengthen thepresident of the church brigham young
heal his body make him strong sound
and healthy deliver him from the power
of the oppressor and those who seek to
destroy him that he may have wisdom
intelligence and power to preach to and
teach the saints and to counsel and guide
the affairs of the great work which god has
entrusted to him let usua devote a few
days as the case may be to counsel to
instruction to bearing testimony to ac-
quiring a knowledge odtheof the things of god
speaking of those things that are forfar the
welfare of zion taking counsel together
as to the bestbeat course to pursue on the vari-
ous subjects that are before us forwarding
the building of temples kecfec

after last conference president young
and myself made a journey to saint george
llisliis health was very poor and he was quite
feeble when he left here when he reached
that mild climate or rather that even dry
climate he seemed immediately to com-
mence to recruit and while we remained
there we were absent about tenton weeks
he improved very much but in conse-
quencequence of the persecution which was inalnainau-
gurated

U
against the latter day saints

ataiminging at him directly it became necessary
for him to return in the midst of a very
cold and stormy season and very muddy
roads while at saint george he selected a
spot laid out the foundation and dedicated
the ground and made a commencement to
build a temple which is being continued
under the direction of president erastus
snow that the ordinances of the holy
priesthood which should be administered
only in a temple may be attended to in that
part of the territory in the neighborhood
and vicinity of those settlementsourbrethreneancan observe that averyvort hand-
some addition has been made to the found-
ation of the temple here since the last an-
nual Conferenceand they can now begin to
form some idea of how the work is going
to look when youyon realize that all tbthe0
granite that is in that immense foundation
has been hauled some seventeen miles
with oxen mules and horses you must
realize that a very great job has been ac-
complishedcomplished but at the present time we
have a railroad almost into the quarry and
the result is that the labor has been greatly
lessened and the rock and the sand and
mothr building material can be brought
here at vastly less expense than formerly
and consequently we will be able to push
the work forward more rapidly weve want
the brethren and sisters all of them to
feel an interest in the tithes and offerings
for the temple and in the labor upon it

all must be aware that considerable ex-
pense and a great deal of time and didis-
arrangement

Is
of business has been caused

bby the persecutions and prosecutions of
hethot last year but we are very glad to say
tthathat the operativecooperativeco associations for
mercantile manufacturing agricultural
grazing and other purposes that have been
forming in this city and throughout the
territory for several years past have
provedinaprovedprovedinin an eminent degree successful
manifesting what wonderful results canean be
accomplished by the latter day saints
when united in the exercise of their several
duties and in the performance of their
labors the want of unity andaud organorganiza-
tion

izi
causes the loss of a great deal of time

and hence the necessity otof organization and
united effort

the ladies relief societies in all the
several settlements wherever they have
existed havebavelave also been in many rerespectspeetspacts
highly successful and great blessings to
the community looking after the poor and
introducing improvements encouraging
and enabling women to take charge of
branches of business that are suited to
their strength knowledge and condition
it always did seem to me ridiculous to seeeee
a man six feet two and weighing two hun-
dred and twenty measuring tape or ribbons
in a store and I1 shall be very thankful
when I1 can see changes effected to Fsuchbuch an
extent that nimble fingers suited to handle
light goods will be permitted to fol-
low that kind of employment and so on
throughout the whole organization of so
clety let those great big men go and dig the
rock handle thetive or do something
that their strength was made for and not
letiet their giant power wilt away in the
shadow of the store however these are
ojththingsg8 yet to come it is not my design tto0
offer many remarks but merely asaa an in-
troductiontro to the conference I1 to express
my faith I1 know that this is the work ofgod and that all the efforts of wicked men
to trample it under foot will be vain I1
know the lord has commenced hihisI1 s greatgreab
work of the latter days and that zion will
triumph this is myrny testimony I1 am not
talking what I1 guess at what I1 imagine or
what I1 think but what I1 verily knowgod has revealed it unto me brethren I1ix
you have not this knowledge within your-
selves

your
seek it of thetho lord by obedience to

his lawslawa by observing his counsel bywalking in his ordinances by laboring for
the buildingup of zion and you will obtainit and it will be like a well of water spring-ing up in your hearts unto everlasting lililomayblay the blessings of israelsaellis god be andabaldo upon you for ever and ever amen
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WE aroarb again assembled thisthil morning to
continue the duties and services of our
conferencei and I1 am requested by pelpresi-
dent young to falate that he laIs in the on
joy ment of comfortable health and in ex-
cellent spirits he regrets very much the
circumstances which renderrenden it inexpedient
for him to meet with you thisthia mornin gand
hopes the time may soon comeogine when he
will again enjoy that privilege also the
erivprivilegelieg of bearing testimony to the glori-
ous work of the last days in the public
congregation sohe desires and appreciates
the prayers and faith of the Salsaisallieslits 16he16
thinks that it is quite proper that any man
before he is thoroughly qualified to rule
shall learn to be ruled that hebe shall leailearnloarn
to obey before he learns to command all
thesethere lessons in their time and in their
season are proper for us to learn

when we realize the malignity of the
spirit of persecutepersecuti n which is aimed at the
latter ddayay saints in these valleysvalvai leysieya we need
not wonder that we have to contend with
vexatious lawsuits and with illegal and
uni prosecutions forforthth influence
of the pulpit and the press when controlled
by the spirit of lying is very great for evil
but god is greater bis power is moramore
omnipotent and although thousands of
prophets priests and wise ulenmen in the
earth have been compelled to lay down
their lives for the cause of zion and for
the sake of the principles of the gospel of
peace and in doing so they have acquired
honors that could not be attained in any
other way their reward is certain eternal
and sure

I1 wish to call the attention of the elders
bebenin years paston mismissionsiona to

one important item of duty it is well
known that our emigration annually brings
some thousands of person among whom
our missionaries have labored and with
whom they are acquainted and among
whom are many who still look to them for
fatherly advice and encouragement but
many of the elders who return immediate-
ly forget that thetheyy have been missionariesnaTies
when they reach home they perhaps find
their affairs a little deranged business hav-
ing stopped in their alencealencoaDseuceeuco money mak
ing or procuring the means of living hav-
ing gone rather behind hand they drop
right into groove as it were to catch up
aadand they torgetforgot their duties and the peo-
ple whom they have been acquainted with
and who have treated them with kindness
and generositygeneroslrosi arearc also frequently forgotten
and neglectedga tes the emigrants comecomo into
these valleys and fall perhaps under influ-
ences that are wrong and wicked torfor men
inspired with a spirit of hostility to the
work of god will take more pains to poison
their minds than those who feel all right do
to give them correct information I1 wish
to saybay to all such elders and to all the
brethren that when they getgot home their
mission isia not consummated and that when
new comers arrive we should take palpaipains
to look after their welfare givesivea them coutscounscoun-
sel and instruction aid and comfort and
realize that we are missionaries all our
lives and that it is our duty to instruct
such in thotwe things of the kingdom to en-
courage them andaud set before them princi-
ples of intelligence such as will be for
their benefit
I1 wish further to sayaay to the elders and

to the brethren who have emigrated that
they should remember their friends thethotheythoyy
visited before they cameearne here or when
they were on missions in the old world
remember the poor family that went
without their provision perhaps to give
youyouasouau feast or the family that to make you
warm and comfortable gave up their beds
to you themselves enduring cold discom-
fort and inconvenience to do so or the
family that opened their doors to sheltershaller
youyon from the storm when their neighbors
hooted and scouted them I1 as it were for en-
tertaining

en-itontatentaining a stranger Yyou0a missionaries in
your experexperiencelencelance have all met with such
fafamiliesrallies and many of them are there yet
without the means to getgot here perhaps
they have said to you will you help me
when you get home and you may have
given them a look of encouragement a half
promise or expressed a bopehope that you
might be able to do so have you forgot-
ten it perhaps a little effort on your
gartandpart and on the part of your neighborsnighbors
mightight bring these families to thisthia country
and place train in a position to acquire
lotslot farms and homes of their own re-
deem them from thralldom and bondage
worse than slavery and place them iuin a
position of independence on their own sollsoil
enjoy the fruits of their own labors and
help to build up and develop thothe rising
spreading glory of zion

I1 have heard there is snan elder ahowhovho when
onoa a mission borrowed some money of a
widow that had not means enough
to get away but had a little
she could spare until she could aoac
quire enough to bring her family here
and that elder peradventure has forgotten
to pay it I1 I1 have heard there is such an
elder in utah shame on limhim if there latial
under huehsuch circumstances we should not
only rbyybypay punctually and faithfully what
wetre agyeioe good and reasonable intinterestorest

but all of us european missionaries should
be prepared to do something handsome
annually to help those from the bondage
and thralldom in which we found them and
where theythay must remain until means
are obtained to deliver them I1 amarn calling
now torfor the donation to the perpetual enaennemi-
gration fund A hundred thousand lat-
ter day saints in utah and can we not helpheip
a fewew thousand that yet remain in thethet
missions and bring them here 7 well
some may baybayr they will apostatize if therthey
comecomo that isia all right they must haywhayd
the privilege I1 understand that we have
brought some men here withwilh the fund thau
have apostatized betrayed the saints andando
done all in their power to stain their gar-
ments in the blood of the prophets but that
is not our fault it isia theirsthelm we should
gather the saintssainta and they themselves are
responsible for the use they make of the
ingsangsblessings which god bestowsbestons upon them
even if theythoy come through ourbur bandshands and
exertions look at the tens of thoshousanthousandsusan
oflof families now in utah in comfortableclrcir
cum stances with housesbouses farms wawagons
cattle and horses of their own many of
them with carriages and these families
taken by the contributions of the latter
day saints from the most abject ser

and poverty from the bowels of the
earth from within the walls of factories
where but for this fund they must have re-
maina for their livesilves but now they are
in comparative independencecel and enjoying
the blessings of freemen

after president young returned from
st george joyreeloyjoy dhethe purpose orof voluntarily
placing himself ta10 the custody of united
ststatesates officers aa-le well known I1 heceireceiv-
ed

v-
ed

v-
adveda letter from an ornionnieminentnent gentleman in
the state ot massachusetts who said that
the prosecution against him could be no-
thing more nor less than a cutupput ap job and
that the people orof the country understood
it as such and the fact lais said he
brigham young has done more lorlut the

benefit of large bodies of people than anyans
other living man on thether earth that vaii
true by the inspiration of almighty godlgodi
through hisbis servant brigham young this
fund was organizedand he has been thethem
president of it and through blabis energy and
enterprise and the aid of the latter day
saints his friends he has gathered tens of
thousands that could never have owned a
rod of ground or a house as long as they
lived but would have been at the mercy ovof
employers who looked upon them only asars
a portion of their property and the quesqiea
tion with them has been how much otof this j

mans labor can I1 get llorilor the smallest pitkpil
tancekaneey butbrut through the exertions and councouer
selsseis of PrepresidentAdent Youn gand his brethrenbreth reas
they have been delivered from this bon-
dage and placed in comparative indepewindepen
beneo I1 say god blessbleb such a man concon-
gregationgregation said amen and god blblessbiess veryevery
man and every woman who will contribute
to carry out this glorious purpose
I1 am very anxious to wake up the elders

to labor at home to keep alive in the
hearts of the saints the spirit of truth
while all those who so desire are free to
apostatize it should not be for thetho want of
proper information care and instruction
or in consequence of the neglect of the
elders to do their duty I1 exhort the lat
ter day saintssainta to unite in carrying on the
work of gathering A few years ago weweb
thought that we would gather them all
whennahe we had raised what means we could
and had expendedexpanded it we found the eidersriders
were baptizing about as fast as we werenvere
bringbringingI1ng the saints away thauthai is alp
right let us get the old and faithfalth forifah
latteratter dday saints away and keep baptiz-
ing all that desire to be baptized in the
scandinavian mission the number of bap-
tisms keep some yearyears a little more
than keekeepkoep up with the emigration there
are farnfainfamiliesfliesfiles from year to year that
can be brought away by a little assistance
they have part means and only need
little more to emigrate I1 do think that
the history of the perpetual enlitaliemigrationsEmigrationsgration
fundfand Is a wonderful oue the latter daydwy
saints in utah sent from here two hundred
wagons one year three hundred another
year four hundred the next and for two
years five hundred wagons each year
eacheaeh wagonagon having four yoke of oxen or
their equivalent in mules and horseshorse
and bbore0to alf the expenses consequent upon
bringing people across the plains bring-
ing from one to four thousand persons a
season this is certaicertainlynl creditable and it
has been done through the influence of
brigham young and the united efforts orof a
freeheartedfree hearted and noble people we have
got a railroad now and do-not have to send
the wagons the business assumes another
shape the emigration Is brought here
with lessleas labor and in lesslesa time but with
more outlay

1I have now laid before you my views on
the emigration of therih poor saints from
abroad consider upon and think about
them make your calculations and feel
in your pockets and contribute to help on
the work aadabdaad carry with you to all the
settlementssettlement of the saints a spirit that shall
bring home to zion the brethren ana sisters
from abroad in that way the work can
continuecontinuo may god blessblesa all who aid inia
this glorious work is my prayer lain hotha
name of jesus amenaraen

correction in the list of home mis
slonsionariesarles called at conference on Tutuesdayfaday
and publishedblushed in wednesdaysWednesdaysdaya NEWS ininnins
stead of william black summit co it
should have been joseph H bieckblack ofpar-
leys park


