
emseoe WereTHE1111 M ad M S M MM rV iq M va S ootoct al2121wi

GENERAL conference
the conference was resumed on

tuesday at 2 pip in apostle F DI1
richards calling the assembly to order
and the choir singing the hymn
while all the powers of heart and tongue

prayer was offered by elder john II11

smith after whichwaich the choir sangsans
again

earth with her tenion thouthousandsaud flowers
APOSTLE II11 Jr gnant

being called upon texlexexpressedpressed pleasurecleasure
in meeting with the saints in general
conference to criticisecriticismcriticise was easy to
advance truths adapted to the condi-
tion of a community required thought
and divine assistance the infidel
tore down and built not up
if we at any time undertook to
pull down the religious idols of the
age we alsoaiso offered to show in place
thereof the true and living god and
to tell mankind how to approach and
worship him acceptably

in connection with a mans re-
taining in his heart the teach-
ings of the spirit the speaker
said it was necessary fortor us to live
closely to god keeping the command
ments given to us the word of wis-
dom was adapted to all and it came to
us now by commandcommandmentment it was
therefore obligatory upon allail to prac-
tice the same in thetile spirit in which it
was given referring to the persecut-
orsgorsofof the saintssainta he saidsald he believed
many who endorsed the raid now going
on as the means to a certain desireddesire
end were sincere believing as
they do that we are imimpostorsposters
endeavoring to impose upon others
others again were ready to admit that
it was unjust and cruel in the extreme
and they were watching the outcomeoutcome
with interestinierest and concern ilehe knewanew
that true saints commanded the con-
fidence 0ox eveleven worldly minded men
while the same class of peopeopleplopio couilcoulacould
scarcely if ever trust dinbin apostate
the laitilafaithfulua practice of thetile principles
of the gospel begets confidence and
the fruits of the lives of honorable men
commended themselves to all classes

referring to the principle of charity
which subject had been touched upon
in the forenoon he said that he could
and did pray for hisbis enemies that god
would confound them in their evil de-
signs and that ilehe might forgive them
if they would repent for himself he
prayed that behe might become a usefulI1
instrument in heipthelpinginatoto brinbring about
the purposes of heaven

referring to judging others as 0too
their course before the courts he fa-
vored the idea that we should be slow
to condemn not knowing what we
might dodd when placed in the same po-
sition but it mattered not what we
might do personally the purposes of
god would be brought aboutcabout irres-
pectively of our individual acts

the sermons preached by tilethe breth-
ren who would rather be deprived of
liberty and put up with personal in-
conveniences than renounce thetho prac-
tice of their religious convictions
speak in tones beyond any oral preach-
ing that could be done and it was such
preaching that would count in recom-
mending the sincerity and righteous-
ness of our cause to the thoughtful
mind the popular argument of

against three hundred thou-
sand sto the masses
was misleading in fact he hadbad heardbeara
non MorMormonmonsll who appreciated
our labors go so fartar as to
say that history attested the
fact that wherever great social ques-
tions had been at stakemike majorities had
always been wrong and especially the
sspeakeraker said was this the case whentrethoseose questions involved thathe suprema-
cy of saving truths to judge rightly
however in this respect the world of
mankind were in the same condition
as the latter day saints no man
could judge correctly of the things of
god without the spirit of god certain
brethren he said complain of being lefleftt
to their own individual action with
none to counsel or direct them as to
the course they should pursue in this
trying hour if such men did not enjoy
the living testimony fortor themselves
they might not expect to stand the
trials and tests that the saints of god
would be required to pass through

APOSTLE jolisjolls it SMITH

read from the sixth chapter of ilehe
brews comcommencing at tilethe first verse
and then said

systems live but never die this
work which many had thought was
breaking up still moved onward un-
changed 1 while individuals that failed
ininthethe performance of duty became
forgotten among men the man who
was faithfulfalthaua to duty and to the trust
reposed in him lived in the hearts and
memories of his fellows luther for
example stood out in bold relief to-
day andaasand was lookedlookedupup to and re-
vered as the father of religious
liberty while he who in anguish of
soul exclaimed if I1 hadhan served
my god as I1 served my king he would
not have cast me off in my old age 11

could only excite pity
duty was the path of safety it was

the road to greatness to immortality
and eternal livesilves the speaker did nott
desire to reflectreflect on the failures of
men hutbut to encourage those who had
not yet been fullyullyf put to the test and
would admonish all such to so live that
they might be prepared to stand it
manfullyImarifully when it comes to do
this one must keep the command-
ments he must live godly in christ
jesusi and by every word that pro-
ceeded from the mouth of god when
hebe did wrongwron he must repent and mend
his wawaysa and liehe must not reatteat satis-
fiedtd tilltill behe enjoy 3 isiTarrestelatefat communion

with the holy spirit holding himself
teadyready always to sacrifice self for the
benefit of the many he must seek for
and obtain the love of god and enter-
tain a righteous desire to help forward
the purposes of god irrespective of
personal ends he must love god more
zhanthan man when a man will do this he
rerepresentseserts faithfully the cause of godsznandd proves by his actions that he seeks
first the kinkingdomanddomland trusts his maker
for the gutcoutcomeome

APOSTLE ERASTUS SNOW

said the remarks of brotherBrothierfier grant re-
minded him of certain important
truths which he would refer to one
of these was prompted by his citation
of a certain brother wbwho had prayed
and prayed but had failed to obtain
light sufficient to convince him thor-
oughlyhughlyy as to the course that men
should take in this trying hour in
this the speaker was reminded of saul
whenVhen the lord refrefusedused to answer him
either by dream or arim and
and being left to himself he re-
sorted to the services of one possessing
a familiar spirit one whom we would
call a witch and he groped I1inn the dark
until at last he perished in contra-
distinction to this the speaker con-
sideredsideredthethe condition of the faithful
latter day saint comparing the same
to the conduct of thelahthe ladiad at sea in a
storm while the priest was implor-
ingin god for safety fearing least hebesaoSNOshoulduld go down the boy was light-
hearted and unconcerned and when

asked how he could be so merry ina the
flaceace of such dangeryliillthee boy answered
1I dont know of any danger
father is at the helm they
that enjoyed the spirit of the
gospgospele1 had ino need of special dreams
and manifestations they were not
troubled they realized that father is
at the helm and that the ships course
is onward notwithstanding the waves
of persecution ran high andad although
darkness might be all around there
was light in the ship in tratravelingtravelisvelim
through some of our canonscantons ththee
road at ti all visible appearances
as viewed from a distance would cacomeme
to an end but by pushing on it was
loundfound to be merely an abrupt turning
and when that point was reached 71it
opened out again into the plain beyond
so it would be in the present instance
it11 was right to pray for the holy spirit
to guide us and for greamsdreams to en-
courage us but the danger layjay in de-
ferring it until until the crisis comes
all who did so would be found groping
in the dark not knowing what to do

the faithful saint had always a
prayer in his heart and he was ready
forantoranyand every emergency that might
come and he was not moved but
says one people arearc sufferingI1 afflic-
tions 11 yes that was the present lot
of the faithful as it ever had been but
they only tended to work out a more
exceeding weight of glory lortor those
who endured to the end

relative to the idea of majorities be-
ing in the wrong and minorities in the
right the speaker said as a general
rruleruieuleuie it was so but it was not neces-
sarily the case it was so because hu-
man nature had decoma so depraved
that 4it was as natural for man to do
wrong as it was for the waters to run
downdownhillhill so far all history attested
that the saints of god had
always been in the minority and
that reformers and moralistsmoralists had be-
longed and do belong to the same claciaclassss
the secret of this general tendency on
the part of majorities was found in the
absence of a desire on the part of man-
kind to recognize the right of the god
of nations to dictate iinn governmentalcovergoverover mental
affairs and as the masses were influ-
enced by their likes and dislikes and
followed the natural tendencies of
their own selfish minds thetho manymaul op-
pressed the few thus it watwas that all
strong appeal generally come ffromrom
minorities but the gospel was the
gospel of liberty it restrained none
except linin wronwrong doing its precepts
were calculated to make us respect
each others rights and to respect thethu
rights of all men it would enable us
to overcome evil with good and as thetho
prophet joseph said to turn the world
rightside up if they would let us and
if they would not we would dudo it all
the quicker

the choir sansangg the ananthemtheinthern
0 father Malmightymighty

elder thatcher announced that on
the following morning at 10 an
address fromfrol the first presidencycv
would be read and an adjournment
was taken to that time eldereider thatcher
pronouncing the benediction

ivrwednesday MonNixu
the conference opened at 10 a in

by the choir singing
we have found the way the prophets went

wasas eifelf fr il T
grant which was followedfoilowed by the choaichoir
singing

0 say what is truth
apostle erastus snow announcedthat the address from the first presi-

dency would now be read to tilthe con-
gregationgregation by elder alases Tthatcherhatcher
which was done the time of reading
occupying one hour and twenty twoI

1

minutes the whole morning sessionionlonthe choir sang the anthenanthemantbeuben
thothe song of the 11redeemedcdeede emed

closing prayer by elder 0 U0 card

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOONV

conference called lo10 orber at 2 dm
by apostle Era snow

thetha meeting opened with the ringing
of

come thou glorious day otof promisedprom iseTisee

prayer by elder johnjohnwJohaWW taylortaYIor
the choir sansang the hymn

I1 SAW a mighty angel flyily

Al OSTLE FV 31 lymas
I1was the first speaker he said it was a

great undertaking to be a saint on ac-
count otof the unpopularity of the prin-
ciples that characterized a saint we
could not walk by the light of our
neighbor anymoreany more than we could be
saved by his righteousness it was
necessary that each manroan live by the I1light
within himself it was uunsafe to depend
on any man on god alone we could
leanloan lowhornto whom we had the right of ac
cess and appeal inasmuch as we
trusted in him and kept liishis com-
mandmentsmand ments the times we live inwere trying but not serious we were
not subject to the cruelty of mobs as
were our fathers ouronr family condi-
tions were somewhat disturbed it was
true but wenye garnered our crops in
peace and plenty prevailed ththroughoutrombout
the landland the history of gods people
from the beginning attested tiletiie afflic-
tions they endured all of which were
permitted in-the wisdom of a divine
providence thetile same might be said
with equal propriety of iiuj if we could i

only comprehend it oppositionopposition to the
truth tended to strengstrengthentilen those thatrerepresentedcresentegre d it

gods people must be a tried people
and while we were doindolndoinggourour work our
enemies were doing theirs and they
were more falthafaithfulu I1 in performing their
work thauthan wo were in doing our duty
but heirtheir power to harass and afflict
was limited to time while our marital
relations ran through etereternitynit allmust die and whawhatt of it 11if some
should end their days inside prison
walls t we could die but once and thennot till thethi proper time i

thetile speaker admonishedadmonishd the peoplee
to keep the commandments as a satesaleguguardard aagainst oppression and
and as the only means to escape thepower of oppression for the gospel
daivguaranteedI1 freedom and was the only
lav of liberty some were ashamashameded
to suffer imprisonment as though thatwas tiietile evidence of real crime suchucil aspirit was of the world worldly aridand
akin to the hollownessholbollowness of the civiliza-
tion of our age the speaker spoke
of marriage and the sanctity of
theiho marriage covenant he dwelt alsoupon the worthiness 01 men to enaengagee
in the manntaimarital relations and said iellelthatta man that was not woworthyarthy lo10 be thehusband of two or more pure women
was not worthy ptpf a zinsinsingiesingle1to wife and
should hisills lustjust desertsdeaerts be metea out tot
him he would be deprived of entering
the married state at all spoke of thethe
duty of parents to set their houses I1inn
order to instruct their children in duedu e
season and guard them against thesnares ofot tilethe world by cor-
rectly teaching them the workof god was being advertisedadvertiscd
throughhroui ttheilelle opposition that is bbeinge I1 g
met withi ithlih and the overruling handband utotgod was cingclug good resultswithmill regardregard to our course hebe said itmust be onward no man could affordto flinch for a moment we could bowto none savepave to the god of israel and
if men have to suffer because they
choose to be faithful their suffering
would not be greaterreuterreater than they couldbear

tills was the work of god and notof man and it was his bubines to takecare of it and our business to takecare of ourselves god helping us todo so with regard to compromisinga single principle of the gospel theespeaker said if vewe as a people were to
be guilty of such an act of moral cow-
ardiceardlcedice we would prove ourselves un-worthy the name we bore and wewo
could hotlotnot escape the very opposition
we would fain avoid

ELDER s ii gocr
endorsed the audand sentimentsof the epistle of tiietile first presidencydeRcy
and those of thetile previous speaker i

the sentiments of some men respect-ing ourur condition and tilethe course we
shouldb ouid pursue in order to place our-selves in hariharmonynonynoDy with the law affect-ing our marital relations remindedhim of some remarks made on a certainoccasion byaby A W babbitt with regardto the prophet daniels course whenheilie found himself in conflict with the 1

law made specially for himbabbitt said ifit liehe hadbad beenillin that position he would
have considered it politic andjustifiable to close the doors and draw i

the blinds when approaching the throneof grace after he sat down presidentyoung arose andaud sharply rebuked himfor advancing suchauch doctrine and saidthat had danieldaziel done thanhe did under the circumstances henever could have been favored of thelord neither could he have been de-livered from the hands of his enemiesen miesthe position occupied by daniel wasparallel to that jnin which we werewereplaced and there remained but theone course for us to pursue namely to
be true to our god maintainmaintaininging thehonor of illshis name at the risk of evenlife itself the kingdom spoken of by
danielvaniel must be established and itwould be built on the principles oftruth and righteousness by a peoplepeo piewho would recognize and acknowledge
him in all things in this respect thatpeople would differ widely from obrownnation especially if a certain anecdotehe had heard reflected correcorrectlyatly itsreligiousrelirell ellousarious status it ran ahus A cer-tain minister it was said applied atthe bar of the house of representat-
ives tto be admitted ilehe was j
a ked what court he representedthe luinisterminister replied the court ofofahigh heaven liehe waswa politely informed that he could not be admittedlyadmitted

as our government hadbad ceased all rela
eions with that foreign power0

correcorrespondinglyondia ayiy wuwith the growth
and development of ththeL government of
god would the millen ittin be ushered
in and this would be broubroughtht about by
each individualindividdal and each familyf in ly sanc
tidying the truth in his own heart and
their rownfown home and in this way
would the will of god be done amongumon
them as it Is done in heaven

the choir sansang the anthem
grant us peace 0 lord

the closing prayer was deferedoffered by
elder J DDTT mcallister

Timitsity MORNING
theI1 he conference resumed at loaioa10 a in

and was called to order by apostle
erastus snow after which the choir
sang the hymn

hark ye mortals histlust be still I1

prayer being offered by apostle
mosesN thatcherTbatcher it was followed by
the choir singing1

1111redeemer of israel 11

APOSTLE F D RICHARDS

readlead from the loth to the verses of
the oth chapter of the ephesians and
remarked that without the spirspirit of
truth to prompt and direct us our la-
bois would be of little account the
epistle of the first presidency he
thoughttho covered nearly the whole duty
of the saints at the present timeahne leav-
ing but little to be said that had
not been touchedtoucheduponupon and becomhe com-
mended it to the serioseriousus considesconconsiderationatlonatron

our condition as citizens with re-
spect to the nation in which we lived
and of which we formed a part was
regarded by the masses as hostile and
the mormonscormonsMormons generally aaa criminals
it had been said that mans highesthig liest
duty was to render implicit obedienceobed lence
to the law of the land ilehe thought
however that this doubt certaincerta in

1 cir-
cumstancescum stances was of underful accepta-
tion to theologians generally the
eminent blackstone whowao bad been the
means of adapting all existing laws
from justinian to his dadayY togtowto ouru r inte-
rests had laid it down as a maxim for
future guidance that no inanman had the
rirightht to make laws that conflicted with
the laws of god the ten command-
ment were held by him as the basis of
all lawlawandand were therefore of funda-
mental importance affecting nansdans
moral state ifit had never been held
against uaus that we violated any law
save one a law framed espaespeciallylally
against our marriage relations where-
inllisills he asked consisted our crime
before the revelation on marriage we
were married according to sectarian
lites until death didoid us partartiiattteitetthe proper time the lord totoldT his
servant joseph that all old covenants
should be done away that they were
not of binding force in illshis sight and
as the people became prepared for the
doctrine it was revealed to us of god
that the marriamarriagec covenant was eter-
nal as we were eternal and
we were commanded to re-
ceive the new and everlasting coven-
ant and govern ourselves accordingly

we were told also that our children
born under this new covenant would
be given us not only for time but also
for eternity it was the same law
that was revealed to father abraham
and under which his posterity became
perpetuated forever and ever it was
true the departure from thetile old and
the adoption of the new order of
things was a great trial to the first
elders of the church but they re-
ceived iland obeyed it as commanded
and in obeying the revealed law
thetha speaker asked who was
injured through it he ex-
plained the crime consisting in
fraud of blbigamyamy and showeshowedd that
under the new aud everlasting coven-
anta 1 there was an entire allaliabsencesence of
fraudfr d the union being mutual as was
that ofabraham with hagar which was
a pattern the first commandment
said jesus was that on which hpehung all
the lawlav and the prophets namely that
which bade men to lovegod with all his
heart and his neighbor as himself to
the peopeopleae who respected this ffunda-
mental liifallaww the new covenant hadbad beep
revealed and that as the practice of
thetile law injured none andlandi did
not adfaffaffectcat thetile liberty oi01 any
and as it was purely honorable and
moral the absence ofqt real crime was
obvious referred to the
boys thathat were taken by

as captives
1 and their request that

they be aallowed to live on the simple
food that they had been accustomed
to by living in this simple way
which was another campname for the word
of Wisdom they were enabled to render
services to the king which the great-
est men of the nation could not do
they grew in the kings lavoilavorfavol so much
so that they became envied by the
ministers and intimate servants of the
king through intrigue a law
madekomade to entrap them and overthrow
them not however that any real crime
was involved in their refusal to obeobey it

history had repeated itself in the law
that had been framed against us which
we could not conscientiouslyI1 11 keep
for the same reason that thenthe hebrew
children could not obey the decreed of
the klumking

ifit was true the great majority was
against us that the civilization of the
age said the marriageibarriae covenant of the

mormonscormonsMormons must be done away but
the lord says it must be established
among hisills people and from all ap
cearanpearancesC s the issue between god and
man arising is right at our
doors to stand before the current
of popular opinion required the
greatest of moral courage audand
the faith of the people professing to be
saints was to hebe put to the test it
occurred to the speaker that if weak
nunlugacs among us ut all in

our bbeingelag too numerousnumerous 8strange as thiscughoughmightt bbeu it was too true in this re-spect behe thought our condition waswag
similar to that otof the army of gideon
the lord wanted only those that would
live according to illshis laws and thespirit of hisills glorious truths
and such were the ones that liehe
was deterdeterminedminedwined to have and itdepended on our individual actions
whether or not we as individuals
shall be numbered amonamong the choice
few or not

the strength of the system of ec-
clesiastical government revealed ot
god to ills church wasads admiadmiredredbyby
executive minds and in fact it wawas
against our union and power arlariarisingsing
from our system of government that
this special law wasway being aimedcalmed
and not in reality against our poly-
gamous order of mamarriagetriage the
real issue was the government of moanroan
versusverius the government ofor god and it
was god and man for it and not the
U a government officials and the
1141mormonformon polygamists it was not for
man to say what he would do in thisthi
struggle it was not for him to boast
but it did become him to live in the
fear of his god and seek hisills grace to
prepare him for every dispensation otof
illshis providence that he might be found
at last a servant of god and a friend ot0
man

ELDER johsJOHN Q

occupied the remaining alffifteenteen minutes
notwithstanding he said that wenye were
menaced bromallfrom allail quarters we were
enabled to look up to god as our only
and true friend that wt
were harassed somewhat but it unvitt
also true that our farms and gardeagarden
yielded abundantlyabunda itly and our stock in-
creased and that blessings temporal as

well as spiritual were enjoyed by the
people to a marked extent since godgoa
bo kindly and mercifully recognized
uus it became us to acknowledge
him and use what liehe had given us
towards building up and
hisnis kingdom for this purpose liehe iealealed
our fathers to this land a land which
none could claim by prior right the
speaker urged upon the people to so
live that the land might become sancsane
titled through the blessing of heaven
and become indeed thelandthe land ol01

zionwion individual action in the
right direction was the common duty
of the people called upon to build up
zion and it was the performance of
cldutyty alone under the blessing of godclod
that could make us a blessed and free
people

the choir sang the anthem t

thou who art faithafaithfulat

adjourned till 2 pathepmp ro the closing
prayer being offered by patriarch john
smismithrth 1

THURSDAY AFTERNOON
conference iereassembledassembledre at rpm2 pm

the services were the
choirsinging

great god indulge my
prayer being offeofferedredbyby eldereider yd

fjelsted
the choir sang an originalor piece en-

titledtitled A song of triumph
therhe general authorities of the

church were then presented by apostle
moses thatcher in the folfoifollowinglowin
order and were unanimously sus-
tained

john taylor prophet seer and
revelator to and president of thetiatib

church of jesus christ of latter darday

saints in all the world
GeorgeQ Cannon as first and josejosel

F smith as second counselor in
first presidency

wilford woodruff president addand
wilford woodruff lorenzo snow
erastus snow franklin DI1 richards
brigham young albert carrington
moses thatcher francis M lyman
john henry smith george teasdale
heberheberdJ grant and john W taylor
Member the quorum of the twelve
apostles

counselors to the twelve apostles
john W young and DDHH wells

patriarch to the church john smith
first seven presidents henry her

riman horace S EdIedledlredgeredge jacob
gates abram 11 cannon seymour B
young C J fjeldsted and john mor-
gan

wmwin BBPrestonpreston as presed ng bishop
with robert T burton as his first aaiami
john Q cannon achisas his second coun-
selor

john taylor as trustee inI tansilntr
for thelthe body of religious worshipworshiperersieril
known and recognized as the
of jesus christ of latter day saints
to hold the legal title to its
and contract for it

counselors to the trustee in trust
the counselors to the president the

twelve apostles their counselors amana
bishop winwm B preston

Wilforwilford dWoodruffwoodruff aaas ChurchIlchurch histo-
rian

isto
and general church recorderRecordecordei

with F D richards as assistant
albert carrington as presidentnent of thihtil

perpetual emidEmliEmigationgatlonadon fund co for thiltlethe
gathering of the poor with F D rich
ards FFMM lyman 11 S eldredge
jos F smith angus M cannoacannon
moses thatcher wmwin jennings johljoin
R winder A 06 smootsoot and 11 1

clawson as assistants
truman 0 angell general churvi

Aarchitect and W H folsom assistant
audiauditingtin comcommitteecittee Wwilfordilford wowood-

ruff
op

franklin D richards joseph F
smith and wmwin jennings

clerk of conference john nicholnicholo
son george F gibbs clerk pro temtein

church reporters john irvine and
george F gibbs

APOSTLE F D RICHARDS

chairman of the missionary commit
teetec reported that agreeable wittwith
an action takentaker at the iutlost


