THE DESERET WEEKLY.

121

Written for this Paper.

CHOCTAW INDIANS.

Havlog given a brie! sketch of the
‘Cherokees in 4 previous artitle, 1 will
pow give your readers the bLeoefit o!
the nformation [ obtained coneeruing
the Choctaws durlpg my recent labors
among them. After spenuing a short
thipe at Manard, we went Lo Briar-
town, tbe headquarters for the soull-
ern purt of the territory, including ibe
C- cetuw -Natlou. Tnere we were
ripdly received by Brother Seaboru
G. Msbry and wife. Brolker Mubry
i a white man from Georgla, but hia
wife 18 ‘part Cherukee, and wus Lhe
first of her people Lo embrace 1he ox-
pel, Bbe aod ber husband were bap-
tized by Biuer Joseph H. Folt while
bhe was Javoring in the lundian Terri-
tory with Eider M. W. Dalton in 1584,
Si..ve thet ime Lheir bouse buas heew
open to tue Eiders. At first tbe lubors
of the Kliersa were couflued Lo 1oe
Cherogee natlon, but the field hus
been Consianily spreading into the sur-
rounding uatioos,

Lieaving Briariown we orossud the
Capadian river, the dividing Jue Le.
tween the nativss, and found ourselves
among the Chocrawe. Be far the
Eiders bave u0ot bween as succeesiul
here as iuthe Cherokew nation,'bough
some of the lpuinps have embraced
the Goepel and are wituesses (0 the
fuct Lthat the signs fullow the true be-
liever. A mong thisa number is Sister
Loouisa Guoitlitn, 8 baifl-breed Cboc-
law wmearly suvvenly years of age, whu
wag reslored [0 health and bas sinee
Jone her own work to the surprise of
her fJrmer wuwcquaiotiuces. Many
oihera are luvesligating,. aod the
prejudice is gradually disappeariog.

It ta utrait of the lnuisn people  be
very caulivus, aned not o rust jotu
auything hasiily, theretore .they are
very slow nvout acteptiog Lhe Gospel.
This fuct 1s vaeily accounlea for. pu
many whilvd 08Ve zone am.ng tooiu
for the vxpress purpuse ol taking ;ad-
vanlr © ol them, that the lpdise
huve lost confidencein the whiles, and
will uot have much tv do with them

antil they becowe acquainted, There
algo bave hecn many (alse re.
ports circulated among them wy

the whiles coucernjng the DMormou
people, aud when t ey once form au
opinlou it 18 difficult to ohaoge it,
Sume are very indifferent aod do uut
care Lo listen tu the Gospe: while
others seem luterested, and uJesire to
Jearn aill they can about their foré-
jathers, ab well a8 the plan of salvutioun,

As the lodlans have kept no his-
tory of themselves it ia difficult ts ob-
taip & oorrect account of them Ilur
mauy gensrations back. It 18suid by
spmve ol the privoipai men amony the
Choc.aws that the tour tribes—Cnoe-
taw, Uhlckaeaw, Creek and Beminole
—were sl one time uniteu as ope tribe
called “*Muskogees,’ Qthers deny
toie, and s there 1s 0o Fecory of jl, we
capuul prove either clum. But 16 i
almowt ceriain that the Choclaws and
4hickuss ws wWere originally Lhv sume
peopie, and scoording to tradltion tbher
king Jied and jeit twineons. These
lwo sone bolb olaimed the right tu
succeed ibheir futher, and a8 peitlher
-would reliopquish ULiw clalin u war was=
the result. 't'he vames of the brothers
besng Cbociaw and Chicknsaw, their
followers took upun them the parme pf

Ihelr respeotive lenders, separated into
two tribes, axd bhave since Leen known
by these Names.

The Cbocraws at one time ococupied
whbat is now Alabama and Qeorgia,
but aflterwards removed to Misslasippi,
where tbey reinained wotil hey were
vrought west by 1he government.
Prior to 1tbe HRevciutlonary war

the kiugs were appuinted by 1he
Britlrn, snd siilt farther .back the
French bad 1be chuosiug of the

srowped heal.
tne King were the ohilefs, each “‘jkan?’
or ¢ian haviuy one)}arlnmpal aOd sub-
ordioale chiefs, ext iu runk ¥were
tbe captalus and warrlors, whyp were
Jdum!insut over the tiilers ol toe apil,
wte. Toere wore Bix of these “lkau<*
a0d tbey fived apart from ecach other.
Fhey never married vuislide theirown
“ikwa,’? ns their luws pr-bibited them
from 80 doing, unptil 1836, when this
law was repealed. The most enlight.
«ned of the *‘lkeay’ wanthe Hyah-pah-
tuk-kuio. I'he royal house or heuse of
kings was of this clah, aud wuas called
the ‘*Hattak-1-hollatub® (Bzloveu o

the peopie). Noue but thuse of royal
tlo d were permitted Lo occupy the
throoe.

Before Ihere were any mlssionarses
umong them the Choctawe belisved 1
the Qreat Spirit, and thelr customs
nwod habits afe evidence tbat they ure
of leraelitish origin. Though many
of them accepted the Christian religion,
they did not relinquiah the:r oid cus-
loms and superstittoos, in the shape of
burning or otherwise torturing aod
Eilling those accused of wilicheralt,
until 1834, at which time laws were
pageed probibiting suob Jeeds.

Allet coosenting to the allotment ot
their Jands 1o Missjesippt abu Lbhe
adoption of the Uaited t3iates inwe, the
Choctaw people saw the positlon in
in whicb Lbey were placed, nnu at
ouge peLitioned the goveroment to re.
move Lthem to & new gountry, and zive
thems the right of seif-voveromeni.
The tresty ot Dapoiug Rabbit oreek
wus accordipgly made, providiog (or
the paie of their jands east of 1he Mis.
siggippl, and the purchase of the tract
oow orcupled by the Choctaws an s the
Chickasawe., Tue pr.oeeds of the sale

were Lo have besn placed fu  the
Uuited Biates treasury for a
certain length of time, aod theo

were to be pald to the Chivctaws with
five per cent interes;. But the ;my-
ment was deferred for halt a century
and theo only paid iu part. Soono aiter
the treaty was made the people pre-
pared L0 remove (o their new lands,
many of the aged as well as 1be very
youog ebaring inthe bardebips of the
journey. Direasu getting among them
many died on the way and after ar-
riving at their dJdestination; others
became disconraged and returaed to
Misaissippi.

The removal was commenced In the
year 1831, any was contioned until
1834. 11 wawagain resumel in 1848
and ehded in 16849, the maj rity of the
Cboutaws beiny i the 1ime located on
the lands now oocupied by them in the
Ipndian Territory.

Sioce coming west o chagoge has
been nade iu the torm of government.
[ustead ot baving a rlug over themn
they now have B yoveruor, or prinel-
pai chief, as be is sometimen culled,
who is eleoled by the people fora term
of two years. Next in imporiauce are
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the dietrict chiefs, one for eaoh of the
four Jdistricte lnto which the nation is
divided. Eacb distriet Is divided
into counties, and these are presjded
over by county judges, who, together
with tbe sherifis aud other mipor offi-
cers, are elected by the peope,

Tue judicial power of the uation is
vesied 10 B vupreme ¢ourtl composed of
three district ju -ges, oue of whom fis
sty led chief justice, s nd Lhe olrcuit and
county courts.

The sensate is jcomposea of sixteen
members, four from esoh Jisirioct. The
representatives are seos from the coun-
liep, each th ueand oitizone being en-
litled to vue representative ‘dn  Lhe
house, The legisluture couvenes an-
oually io Octover at Tuz-ka-hoema,
Wade county, where the c.pjtol—a
iarge slone bulluing—hae bven erecte s,
Each eession usualiy occuples from
five to seven weeks, and tbe members
réceive §5 per duy uuring Lthis time.
No petson can become a member of
this body except he have ludiau bleod
in bis veine. Tone principal chief
vested with the velo power, but I8 sub-
ject to & two-thirus vote of tne lugia-
jature.

Their zovernment has been weil von-
Jupled, very Jibie troublle huviney been
experienced until .he fall of 1892. At
this Lime they were expeotibg money
bo be paly them by the United Staies
goveroment, aud some trouble arose
about tuisaod vither matiers, whiob re.
sulted in the lo%s 0f 8 DuWber of Lives.
Tue difficulty rem sine | unsettled unu
fo the spring of 1893 more figuting
was indulgea in, tuongh with less
ser:ous eouaeql..leuces, a8 L0 UDe Waad
killed. Uultea Btates Lroope were
seut 10 the scene of Lrouble lo preserve
order until a eettiemeut coula Dbe
ctfeoted. The money uns beeu since
puid them, over 3100 per beud, and the
trouble js thonght (0 be pettied.

be royailles apnually tutued lo by
tbe pational ageut, parmit aud other
culleciors smount tw shout $250,000.
bl sum is suffi tent o pay all ex-
penses of the goverament, ss weil as
tu culry oo a very good school system .
3mail ueizhbornood sehools are eswb-
lisbed 10 moust of the settlemeuls
Lhrpugbout the nation. There arc nlso
four useademles where more advance:d
studies nre tuugbl; and If the Choolaw
student Jdesires to pursue his studies
skl lurther provisivn iu ms.e for send-
'ug blm to the high schools in the.
ulates, all expenses beiuy paid by the
Coocltaw government. Nun-cltizuns
canuol eend their chiluren to the Cuoc-
1w schoola, but must pruvide schouls
of Ibetrown.

The cost is greater 1o become a citi-
Zeu of 1he Chuetuw pallou thap o, the
Uherokee, 5100 veing the prics of a
licenve Lo warry s oiizsn, Futy uwol-
lars was the price uptil tbe lasl few
Years, woen it wus raised for the pur.
poke 0f Eeepiug vut thuse who musity
1or the soie purpose ot gain. Couples
trequently avold paying for a ficeuse
by ¢rossing the line luto ooe of the
slales to got muarried, 1o suob case the
w e alili Fotaius ber righta us a cit.zen,
aud cap hold pruperty 1o ber own
nams, but Lbe busband buas oo mure
Figtvis than uny. riber uon-citizan,

The Clhootaw: bave the lurgest
country of any of the five civilized
tribes, their patlon covering ao ares of
10,450 square miles. ‘T'ne population
1o 1590, ibnoludipg freedmen and.



