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CHOCTAW INDIANS

having given a brief sketch of the
cherokee in a previous articlear title I1 will
nowBOW give your readers the benefit of0

theithe information I1 obtained concerning
during my recent labors

among them after spending a short
time at manard we went to briar
town the headquarters for the south
ernera part orof toethe territory including the
C getaw nation etnere we were
findly received by brother seaborn
GQ mabry and wife brother mabry
Isie a white man from georgia but hishie
wife is part cherokeeChe robee and was tuethe
first ofotherher people to embrace the go
pel shehe and tierner husband were bap-
tized by bluer joseph ki felt while
hebe was laboringlauoring in the indian terri-
tory with eiderbider M W dilton in 1884
qi ce that timelime their housebouse has beebeai
open to the elderselder at first the labors
of the elliersaliers were confined to toe
cherokee nation but the field has
been conetconstantlyantly spreading into the sur-
rounding 18

Jbea ving briartownBriaBriar town we crossed the
canadian river tuethe dividing tineline be-
tween the uatinatilatiousous and found ourselves
among tilethe choctaws tioso far the
elders have not been as successful
herebere as in the cherokee
gowecome of the indians have embraced
theshe gospel nod are witnesses to thuthe
actates that the signs follow the true be-

liever among this number is sister
louisa griffimGrifliin a halfbreedhalf breed choc
law nearly seventy years of age who
was restored to health and banbad since
done her own work to the surpriseourprise of
her firmerfarmer many
othersother are and the
prejudice is gradually disappearing

itft is a trait of the indian people to be
very cauti utis and not to rushruan into
anything bastihastilylyp therefore they are
very slow about accepting the gospel
this tactfact itsin easily for rio
manylauy whites navehave gone am ing thatanem
for tilethe express purpose otor taking ad
vanta e otof them that the
have lost confidence in the whites sodand
will not have much to do withwilb them
until they become acquainted there
also have been many false re
portenorte circulated among them toyby
theshe whites concerning the mormon
people and when t ey once form araej

opinion it Isi difficult to change it
some are very indifferent and do not
orere to listen to the gospelgospe while
others seem interested and desire to
learn all they can about their fore
latberB as well as the plan of salvation

Asae the Indiindiansaris have kepanokept no his-
tory of themselves it is difficult tot ob-
tain a correct account of them lurjor
many generations back it lais saideaid by
sowe or thehe principal men among the
choctawschocChocawsawe that the tourfour choc-
taw chickasaw creek and seminole

wereabere at one time unites auas one tribe
aladsmiled Muskogees others deny
this and as there itiis no record of it we
cannot prove either claim bat it is
almost certain that the and
44hickachickasawssaws were originally thuthe same
papi and according tuto tradition their
tong died sadand joltjelt twiniwin sons these
twoIWO sonagone both claimed the right to

their father and as neither
wouldbould relinquish hithis claim a war waswa
0theo result the names of the brothers

choctaw and chickasaw their
followers tookcook upon themMOM the nanaeDRUM of

their respective leaden separateduepa rated into
two tribes and have since been known
by these names

the choctaws at one time occupied
what is now alabama and georgia
but afterwards removed to mississippi
where they remained until i theyhey were
todroughtrought west by the government
prior to the revolutionary war
the kings were appointed by theibe
british and still farther back the
arencia had theibe coloringcoco eing of the
crowned bead the next officers to
theme king were the chiefs each aksa
or clan having one principal and dubsub-
ordinateoni loate chiefschiefe next in rank werevere
the capcaptains and warwarriors why were
dominant over the tillerscillers or the soil
etc abere were six of these 11

J
and they lived apan from aabeach other
rhey never married outside their own
alikesaikaa as their laws them

from so doing until 1836 when this
law was reperepealaleutou the most
t ned of the eikaas 11 waswao theibe hyah pah
tuk kalo fhe royal houseboudo or etude of
kings was otof this clan sodand was called
the i belovedBaloved 0
the people none but those of royal
olo d were permitted to occupy the
throne

before there were any missionariesnarses
amig them the choctaws believed iuin
the great spirit and their
and habits are evidence that theyatit y are
of origin though many
of them accepted theiha christianindan religion
they did not relinquish their old cus-
toms and superstitions in the shape otof
burning or otherwise torturing and
killing those accused otof witchcraft
until 1834 at which time laws were
passed prohibiting such deeds

atterafter consenting to the allotment otof
their lands in mississippi and the
adoption of the united states laws the
choctaw people saw the position in
in which theyhey were placed sodand at
once petitioned the government to re-
move them to a new country and hivegive
them the right of self government
thefhe treaty otof dancing rabbit creek
was accordingly made providing for
the sale of their lands east of the his
eise ippi sad the purchase of theitie tract
now occupied by thechoctawsChoo taws an i the
chickasawchickasawsChicka the proceedspr ceedeeds of the sale
were to have been placed in the
unitedunite statesslates treasury for a
certain length olof time and then
were to be paid to the choctaws with
five per cent interest but the pay-
ment was deferred for halthalf a century
and then only paid in part soon after
the treaty was made the people pre-
pared to remove to their new lands
many of the ageagel asaa well as the very
young sharing in the hardships of the
journey disease rettinggetting among them
many died on the way and after ar-
riving at their destination others
became discouraged and returareturneded to
mississippi

the removal was commenced in the
year 1881 and was continued until
1834 it was again resume I1 in 1846
and ended in 1849 the majoritymajinty of the
choctaws being titat the tituetime located on
the lands now occupied by them in the
indian territory

since coming west a change has
been made in the form of government
instead of having a dizig over them
they now have a governor or
pl chief as he is sometimes called
who is elected bybv the people for a term
of two years next in importance are

the district chie one for each of the
four districts into which the nation laIs
divided each district lais divided
into counties andaad thosethese argare presided
over by concountyaty judges who together
with the sheriffssherifts and other minor offi-
cers are elected by the people

the judicialludio ial power of the nation Isia
vested in a supreme court composed of
three district ju gea one of whom isin
styled chief justice sadand the circuit and
county courts

the senate is composed of sixteen
membersmember tourfour from each district the
representatives are sent from the coun-
ties each thtb usand citizens being en-
titled to oue representative in the
house the legislature convenes an-
nually in october at tuh ka boma
wade canty where the c a
large stoneatone building has been erecterecterereo teJei
each session usually occupies fromovafive to seven weeks and the members
receive 5 per day aurinduring this timeno person can become a member of
this body except behavehe have indian blood
in hisbis veins toe principal chief is
vested with the veto power butbuc is sub
eject to a two thirds votevota of the legis-
lature

their government has been well con-
ducted very halt trouble having been
experiencesexperiencei untilI1 hebe fallfail oiof 1892 at
this time they were expecting money
to be paid them by the united statesstales
government sodaud some trouble arose
about this audand other matters which re-
sulted luin the loss or a number aof lives
the difficulty remreminerremitine i unsettledunsettledautiaau
in the spring of 1893 more fighting
was indulgedIndulgeindu leua in trough with loseless
serious consequences usaa no one was
killed unite J states troops were
beatabent to the scene orof trouble to preserve
order until a settlement could be
effected rhe money hasbus been since
paid them over per head autiaud the
trouble laIs thought to be settled

raefue royalEroyaltiesled annually turned in by
the national agent permit and other
collectors amount to about
rolefats isum is11 euffe lent tjt pay all ex-
penses of the government as well as
to carry on a very good school system
small schools are estab-
lished in mostmoat of thuthe settlements
throughout the nation there aridare alsoaleo
four academies where more advanced
studies are taught aridand itif the choctaw
student desires to pursue hishie studies
stillaill lenber provision Is niale for send
ug him to the high schools in the

stales all expenses being paid by the
choctaw government nunnu citizens
cannot mend their culluchildrenren to the cuic
law schoolsbooleac but must provide schools
of their own

the cost isia greater to become a citi
zeuzen of the choctaw nation than 0 the
cherokee being the price of a
license to marry a citi zaozw fifty dol
larslard was the price until the last few
years when it was raised lorfor the pur
ponepobe of keeping out those who marry
torlor tho sole purpose of gain couples
frequently avoid paying for a license
by crossing the line into one of the
states to get married in such case the
wife suitstill retains her rights as a cit zen
andaau can holdbold property in her own
name but thelue hashad no muremore
bigots than any other uon citizen

the choctaws have the largest
country of any of the five civilized
tribes their nation covering an area of

square miles toe population
in 1890 including freedmen and
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