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aarwf brethren miuand sisree
six monttep havebave passed away since

7 6 ft t hadd the pleasure of addressingaddressing
4 IMAR our general epistleeniste and

wa fah ida face to face with tilethe
fifty sixth semiannualsemi annual conference

1 of in this dispensation
thehe past six months have been very
fruitful in events in which all of us
have been deeply interested theseaonseason has been a healthful one no
sickness worthy of note has affected
our people the sum-
mer has blbeeneh bothbath unusually bryanddry and
hot and many of the crops have not
yieldedvi elded as good a as
nevertheless our land is still filled withalt
plentylenty and man and beast have sufE to supply their bauts

persecution AND ITS EFFECTSy
our enemies during the past half

year have not slackened their ac-
tivity in the wortwork of persecution if
thethere has been anyan difference it has been

jf4 pursued with greater vindictiveness
51 and more flagrant dieredisregardard of law and

justice than at any limetime previous
those who have been compelled toento encu
dure the ppenalties inflicted upon them
have submitted iuin nearlyneaily every
instance with a cheerful equanimity
and fortitude that must have won tilethe

i admiration of heaven and of all just
ipen that which has been accod
pushed burnishesfurnis hes but little causecause for
gratification to those who havehae benbeenbe n

0 engaged infil the inhuman task of perse-
cuting a people torfor the practice of
their relireligiondon there have been but

all who have been tried
and convicted who have felt sufficient

jy terrifiedterrifled at tilethe prospect otof punish
ment ta express a willingness to accept
themie aulxulfulinasculinasI1 of the court ot the

A law of Ggod6 d as the guldior theirheir con
sciences

the fath of the blatter day saints
seems to grow stronger from these ef-
forts to destroy it and menm n noruen
and childrenchild itin who have been living in the
practice of the requirements of their
religion leelfeel more determined thaner to maintain their integrity and to

7 do ail that the lord requires at their
hands with ul willingnesswilling what
eveever may be the consequencesconsequences from a
worldly point of view
this persecution is not without its

eeffects upon those who have made a
v pretense of being faithful membersbers of

T the church iniquity is beitzutdolightto light the wrongdoer isib being made
to feel in a mot remarkable manner
that his sin widitl11 fludfind him out and the
evidence thatthai gullgud is alepleadingadan FNrithith and
awakening the confsciences of those
who havebave been livinglivid inill sin is
frequently furnished to us haehax e
been many violations of the law of
god practiced among us which havebave
been tihiddendden hornfrom tilethe public gaze the
trials through which we areaie passingcassid
have the effect of causing these evils to
be brought to light it seems as though
the lord i tearing the covering abtnot
only ffromroul tilethe nations ofo f the earth but
frofrominthethe latter day saints and the
time ie not far distant in fact it has
beachedleached us already in part when tilethe
sinner in zion shall tremble and fear
shall seizezd upon the hypocrite

THE purificationPURiri CATION OF ZION

V so60 far arweas we can learn there isan in
greasedlereased disposition on the part oiof the
faithful officers otof the church to do all
in their powerhowertoto cleanse the wards and
shakesbakes in their charge from those wha
will not conform 0too the requirement

i of the gospel greatergi eater strict ess is
beinsbeing shownshowit and the 8bainesai nts wwho

go
haveh ave

alie love of the truth within them feel
that the time has come to put away
theirtolllolliesies and their sins
hem and to conform to a higherJ fr standard of the great

crying1 sin of this generationgeneiation is lascio
lausnesslous ness in its various forms satan

how powerful an agency tuis
ilynS 1u corruptcorruptingii ng men and women audabid

ina dridrivingving the spirit froin them and
n ng ahw under condemnation

bbeforeat r the lord uses it to the greatest
extent possible it requires an inces
sant warfare to checksheck its spread and to
preventent the people of god from bebc
coming its vie S no0 people who

cou these sins can
SAS A

1 ccnd oath d arndor lond favorW 1 i t bisam angangerer will tallfall upon
therohg unless they thoroughly and heart

fy fly benntr at ofcf every such evilvydwletape into considesconsi dei aaion the teach
t we have received upon this sub

ct iftante holy covenants into which weejectyevye entered and the professions
aich demake should have

kiatence among us it ishi sorrow

thfuluI1 to contemplate that satan finds
thoseose among us who are willing to
yield to his temptations and thus
0 r I1 ug misery upon themselves
and all connected with themwee solsolemnlyanly call asab we have done so
often before upon all the officers of
the church to set their faces like flint
against practices otof this character
illo1 bosc who indulgeeinin them must be
dealt with accordingacco iding to the laws otof
god andami they must be made to feel
that it they do indulge in this wicked-
ness they cannot have the fellowship
of the babit nor a standing in the
churchchuich otof chiist if men ami women
w would onlyy profit by the experience of
those woowho have fallen they would re

the allurementsallurements of sin and wa in
the papath11 otof righteousness kthehe
wages of sin Ws death the
misery which it brings upon the
guilty and upon all connected
with thewthem ffurnishesurnis hes some idea of the
dreadfuldie adful condition of the wickedwn ked who
die in their sins and do not obtain the
forgiveness of their god 0 that
mendien and women could be warned undand
that they would turn to the lord and
seek unto him humble themselves be-
loreio him put away thentheir sins and
obtain his holy spirit to be their
guideauxguide andaud their companion then no
matter what tilethe circumstances might
be in which they were placed thetheyy
would have the peace of heaven the
joy of the holy ghost and a con
sc ence void of offenceoffense towards god
and nuiinai and this is the condition in
whicheverwhich eveiay latter day saint should
live

FULFILLED BY THE
SITsituation

the circumstances which surroundsui round
us though in many painful
and tr not such as to discourageage
the faithfulful saint we have been
taught to expect just such scenes as
these through which we are passing
or atal leaba just such opposition as we
now havebave to contend with what we
now behold lais inia direct fulfilmentfulfillment otof
tilethe predictions of godsgod s servants to us
in this generation and unless these
events take place his word could not
be fulfulfilledtilled

nutnot only have the prophets in our
daydav spoken about the events which
should take place in connection with
tilethe latter daydal work and the opposition
it would have to contend with but the
prophets of old foretold with accuracy
and minutenesseDess that tie people of god
should be few aad their doalddominions
should be small becabecauseuse otof the wicked-
ness of the greatgnatat ebore which
should make war against them butnotwithstanding thatthat tilethe multitudes of
the earth should fight against the
church of abe lamb otof god the power
of god would dobdes end upon the saints
and upon his covenant people and
theythe should be armed with righteous-
ness and with the power of god and
great glory the scenes in which we
aiarere bov taking part were known to
muimen ot godbygod by tuetoe spirit of revelrevelationation
thousands of years ago but while
they predicted the troubles and biffi
cultists with which the people of god
would havhavee to contend in the last days
leveiin every instance they broke out in
language of encouragement respecting
the result of the struggle and predictedpredictea
the complete tltriumph of gods kingdom
overallavei all the opposingappo aig powers of evil
therefore in anis contest which ltis
forced upon us we doco not wage a de-
fense thatthab is hopeless the god of
heaven isia on ouroui hidebide he bahas made
piopromises to zion which cannot fail
he is mightierm ehtier than all of earths
hosts and by his wonderful provi-
dence cauan bringbingb ing to pass in his own
way the fulfillmentfulfilmentI1 of all the words of
Phis18 inspiredbild servantsnantsfae upon this
foundation weve can rest secure no
weapon that isi formed against zion
can r ani every tongue
abail her in judgment
be coundicodi linnedtined our enemies gloat
over the prospect otof our destructioneven those who feel inclined to be
friendly cancaa see no prospect for our
deliverancedeave ance except by the aban-
donment of our religiongion but
it is betttbetterr for us tuto die than
to abandon our god we cannot do
this without throwing awayawa all hope
respecting the future and the great
eternity that awaits us we know that
tb ere is do faithful latter day saint
who feelfeelsa for one moment like yi eldina
to tilethe demands of the ted our
relreligiongion iis given to us from our god
we have received it bybv tilethe revelationsreve latiousions
otof jesus to us whenii all the world
was iniudarkness and struggling and
cccontendingnitenczi ng about docdoctrinesnines and ordi-
nancesna lice Hhee con descended to restore
tthe Eveeverlastinglasting priesthood from the
heavens11 eal ans andnd his gospel isin its purity
and iafalnessI1natt s anandd lo10powerwe r we wewerere I1lefteft no
longer to groperop in the dark and to
follow the traditions of our fathers
or the false teachings of uninspired
men the path of salvation
nasas plainly marked before us con-
firmed to uus4 by the unerring testimony
of gods bioly spirit our souls in
walidahaftingwafting enthat path have been filled
with ineffable joy and peace while
others who have rejected the truthhave beenbeau apprehensive and fear-
ful coocernina the events that
were taking place and that were likely
to take place we have had a peace a
satissatisfactionfiction of mind and a content-
ment that have made our position
unique god has alven unto us the
fruits of his gospel in great abun-
dance we bell old them I1inll11 our family
organizations we behold them idour
wards and in our stakes and in our
entire church his blessing has
visibly rested upon us and
his power has been displayed
in our behalf every faithful
latter day saint has rejoiced in the
abundance of the gifts of the spspiritarit

which he has bestowed and no prom-
ise that was made to the ancient
saints or that has been made to us
upon the condition of ocr faithfulfaithfullyI1
obeying the gospel has been withheld1
fromfroin us we have been a people
greatly blessed of the lord and ourheartshearts should swell with gratitude and
thanksgiving to our god for his abun-
dant mercies
SHOULD BEAR EACHBACK OTHERS BURDENS

we again call upon the presidents of
stakes and the bishops of wards to
look carefully alterafter the wants of all
who are within their jurisdiction and
stand in need of assistance espe-
cially should the families ot those who
are in prison or wao have been com-
pelled to flee or who are upon mis-
sions be tenderly cared for theyhey
need both aid and sympathy oie
upon whom the heavy handofof persecu-
tion does not personally rest should be
willing to share the burdens of their
afflicted brethren and sisters by con-
tributing to the comfort and susten-
ance of those who are de-
prived of the society and guid-
ance of husbands and fathers
for righteousness sake by so doing
they will lay up treasures in heaven
and share the reward for these trials
the weight of this persecution tails
upon the women and children de-
prived of the presence and support of
their husbands and fathers upon
whom they have been accustomed to
rely they are comparatively helpless
andad naturally a prey to deep anxiety
tilethe care and training of the children
thus bereaved devolves upon their

burden is made doubly
heavy to bear TheLthe teacherseachers should be
particularly diligent in visiting such
families and in watching over their
welfare thus the bands of the moth-
ers should be strengthened the young
encouragedencouragea the waywardwayward admonished
and toethe heroic example of the headsbeads of
those households held up for admira-
tion and everything possible should
be done to make their situation tolera-
ble and pleasant in this way we can
bear each others burdens and so ffulul
fil the law of christ and witness to
our god and to the world that though
we may not personally suffer persecu-
tion our sympathy and faith are with
those who are afflicted for adherence
to their religion and that we are ready
and willingwil liing to do our part and mani
fest our devotion to the cause of
christ

JUDICIAL perversion AND
oppression

the district courts of utah still
pursue their extreme vindictive and
utiunrelentingrelenting course the law is per-
verted not justly administered the
object appears to be not tilethe mainte-
nance otof social purity nor the rectifica-
tion of alleged evil but the oppression
and distress of individuals because of
their religious position the latter
day saints are under the most sacred
obligationsligations to dothe will of god at the
sasamee time they wish to obey every
valid law of the land but by the
strained interpretation and the unwar-
rantablerantable application of the edmunds
act men are made offendersoffen derLa becauseaf t belr religious scruples and ren-
dered criminals when they areale notdot
fairly amenable to the law defend-
ants who accordiniaccordingg to the evidence
have only lived with one wife are

presumed to have cocohabitedbabated with
another wife and thus are convicted
of cohabiting with more than one
woman when the presumption is
obliteratedate d by the proof

luin other casescabes when parties in their
desire to observe the requirements of
the edmunds actI1 have privatelyriva telY
agreed to the voluntary relin aliment
ofu f association as buscani sip wife
the husband nas not escaped thee ven-
geance otof ane lawjaw though there are
numbers of instances where such par-
ties have honestly endeavored to live
within the law yetvet whenever indict-
ments have been found husbands have
almost invariably been convicted and
sellsentenced to the full penalties of tinefine
and imprisonment we taketakethisthis op-
portunityport unity of recording our high appre-
ciation of the spirit of self sacrifice
which has been manifested by 0ourur
sisters throughout tile entire crusadecrusa de
they hive shown a fortitude a cour-
ageI1 a devotion and love which must
be the admiration of posterity they

not in their devotion to
the principles of righteousness have
not shrunk from the consequences at-
tending obedience to gods lawaw and
have been a source of strength and en-
couragementcoura gement to their sons their hus-bands indand their fathers there are
numerous instances which have come
to our knowledge olof wives offering to
make most heroic sacrifices to save
their hushusbandsbanas from the penalties oftie law

contrary to the jurisprudence of
centuries legal wives areae compelled
under threats of imprisonment atestiby against their lawfullawful husbandshubb anddisclose family secrets that should
never be bared to the public eye this
is a gross violation of the lawjaw under
which they act and opposed to rec-
ognized public polityyandand family rights
and by the system otof segregation I1 an
offense which according to the law is
punipunishableshalle at the utmost extent by six
montas tm anda fine hofmoof W
is multiplied into many offenses and
the full sentencecre inflicted for eachfraction of that offense

the plan of finding1 I several indict-
ments for the one offense hishas been dis-
carded and the scheme adopted ofmaking several counts in the one in-
dictmentdietment the number of these counts
is not regulated by law but is left to
the arbitrary disposition of a grand
juryury selected from the classclan in hostilityhosti lit
toW the defenddefendantsauts and usually lauflub

ejectact and pliant to the will of an ex-
tremely bitterbilter and unscrupu-
lous

u
prosecuting attorney thehe

ppetitatit juries em paneled for the
trtrialial of perpersons6 ons thus indicted are also
ppicked1 out for their known antagon-
ismI1sal to the society to which the accused
belong and in almost every instance
they findand verdicts psas requested by the
prosecuting attorney oblivious of the
exculpatory portions of the evidence
juries are thus selected not only forfoi
the trial of enescases under the
law which permits challenges of

mormonscormonsMor mons but by the open venire
process strong anti mormon iareare
chosen to try mormonscormonsMor mons accused of
offensesoffense3 not included in the edmunds
act and thus again is the law pervert-
ed and prostitutedprostitutes to work oppression
and injusticeau atice the courts as a rruleule
decide on questions of law and proced-
ure as desired by the district attorney
and ignore the request of defendants
counsellorcounsel for legal instructions to the
trial jury thus the victims marked
for the sacrifice on the altar of hate
are humanly speaking entirely at the
mercy of their persecutors

another new step lain the progress of
this iniquity is the rule recently en-
forced of compelling persons charged
with violations of the edmunds act to
plead dulity or else have their families
forced upon thetee witness stand to be
plied with shameful questions con-
cerning the most private acts and re-
lations of their husbandsbauls and fathers
children of tender years are compelled
to give evidence on subjects unsuited
to their immature minds and to be-
come the instruments of their parents
incarceration formerly defendants
were permitted to plead not guilty and
then go upon thu stand and testify
agaagainst1 themselves declaring the facts
aandd leaving the result with the jury
and the court by this means a con-
scientiousious man who did not
consider himself guilty of crime
could explain his position and
meet the issue without doing vio-
lence to his convictions Bbutut this poor
consolation isif now denied by the male-
volent district attorney the unfortu-
nate defendant must do violence to
some extent to his conscience by
pleading guilty or suffer the anguisha
of witnessing the tortures of his wives
and children when subjects to the legal
rack of a brutal cross examination in
which no regard is shown for a cifescifes
affectionaffect ibn or a daughters love the sen-
sitive shrinking of a virtuous woman
from exposure otter marital associa-
tions or a childs tearfulua aversion to
disclosing the secrets of home for the
conviction of a father such proceed-
ings prove that the object is not the
vindication of the law but the
promotion of human suffering
providing the victims are mem-
bers otof the mormon churchmany of the objects of this malevo-
lence are aged men who have passed
the allotted three score years and ten
who have contracted no new marital
obligations but are engaged in cariag
fortfor families as honor and right-
eousness dictate the heartless se-
verity withith which such defendants are
pursued is also evidence that the
object is not the public benefit but thebreakingwreakingwre aking of vengeance upon members
of a churchchuch

another indignity which hashag been
heaped upon tathe heads of latter day
saints is the charge of peperjuryJ ury which
the reckless district adarattorneyney has
publicly butbat not legally mademade wit-
nesses who have been cocompelled to
testify against their dearest friends
when answering 1 I do not know to
Qquestions concerconcerningconcerninenill 2 matters of which
they were not cognizant have been in-
sultedbulted and abused and branded with
perjurypenuryperury all evidence they disclose
which suits hine uses as undeniable
truth before a commissioner or a jury
but everything elicited from the samebame
witnesses that does not suit his pur-
pose he denouncesJen ounces as perjuryperjurr andhebe has the hardihood to claim ratthat this
crime is taught and encouraged by themormon church the refutation of
this atrocious calumny is found in the
standardsstandard of church doctrine and in
the fact that the brethren who are nowHOW
lit in prison for declining to re-
pudiate their wives have been sent
there in nearly every instanceethrough their own testestimony 0or tilethetestimony of their families and it is
well known thatmat every one of them
could have escaped the penalties
of the law if they would
butbut promisepromis to obey the law in
future as construed by the courts
it would have been easy to make the
promise and avoid imprisonment buttheir reregardard torfor their word was such
that they would not make a promise
which they did not intend to keep so
they accepted a loathsome prison and
pecuniary loss inpreference to the ap-
pearancepe arance of falsehood it may seem
to those who do not understand the
situation that the requirement of future
obedience to the law is witbut reasonableand that every good citizen should
make this agreement but an expla-
nation of the facts will speedily dissi-
pate this conclusion obedience to the
law as construed by the courts would
be difficult of comprehension if the
numerous and diverse definitions of the
law were bonsiconsidereddered but accordingto the latest rulings a promise to obey
the law signifies an agreement to vio-
late the most solemn covenants of
marital fidelity that mortals can make
with each other and their god itmeans the utter repudiation of loving
wives and the separation either of the
father and some of hisbis children or of
the mother and her children it is a
promise not to visit go to the sameplace of worship or amusement or
recognize associate with or even callon wittenwhen sick or dying or cheim her
child ia sick or dying ablfoe plural wilewife

who has been faithful in all things it
means dishonor treachery cruelty and
cowardice it placesplaced bot the law but
a gross0 8s and wicked perversion of the
1law above the revealed will of god
and the noblest of the hu-
man heart it is a promise that no
true latter day saint can make and
that no humane being would demand

thus the legal difficulties that sur-
round the saints are not so much the
effects of a special and partial law
aimed at a feature of thetheir religion as
of the wicked and absurd construc-
tions of that law and its improper and
unprecedented
ededbyby malice inspired by satan and in-
tended to crush out a system of re-
ligion which cannot be overcome by
truth reason and the agencies of en-
lightened humanity

retaliation deprecated
before leaving this uninviting sub

eject we desire to say to the latter day
saints that though we areage sufferingsuffer tur so
acutely from the inhumanity of our tel-
low

fel-
low men we must not descend in the
slightest degree to acts that would
savor olof in the least seek
to curtail any man in UsIs individual
rights we wish it fumfully understood
by the saints and by all the world
that we have a profound respect
for all wholesome hadand consti-
tutionaltutional laws we are the firm and
unequivocal advocates I1 ot0 law and
order and of every principle associat-
ed with human freedom and though we
regard the edmunds act in its provi-
sions and its administration as ex post
facto cruel opoppressivepressie and unconsti-
tutionaltutional yet we are not contending
against it in our own interests alone
but wearewe are also fighting the battle otof
civil and religious liberty and of iree
dom of conscience in behalf of our
common humanity and in the interest
of every deorlepeople we feel aassured that
as the foundfoundingng of these united states
formed an epoch in the history of hu-
man

bu-
man liberty so this action of ours will
have duedoe weight in restraining the ten-
dency to intolerance and oppression
thatchattothattotodayto day its head to stay
the progress of human freedom we
saysa y as elder parley P pratt very
forforcibly1bibly expresses it in one of his po-
etical effusions

come ye christian sects and pagan
pope and protestantPio and priest

worshippersWor shippers of god or
come ye to fair freedoms feast

come ye sons of doubt and wonder
indian moslem greek and jew

all your shackles burst asunder
freedoms banner waves for you

THE REFUGE OPOF LIES
probably at no period in the worlds

history has satan had such power over
ththe hearts of the children of men as
hbe aappears to wield at the present he
has flooded the earth with lies en-
deavoringdeavodorngring by means of these decep-
tions tto0 retard tilethe work of god to
destroycestr i its influence and to make vic-
timsI1 ofJ itits believers especially those
who have the authority to administer
the ordinances of the gospel A more
striking illustration of his power iin
this respect has not been furnished uus
than was witnessed at the meomeetingstings
which were attenattendedaed by some of the
members of the grand army of the
republic who were passing through
here it would be incredible to be-
lieve that people coutocoul be so deceived
by the false statements which were
made to them by our enemies who
reside here had it not been witnessed
the most abomabominableina bI1 falsehoods
which couldcoula be ddisprovedi sp r0eved withith the
greatest ease were told with an un-
blushing effrontery that wasIwas Satanic
and though many of the visitors had
opportunities otof seeing for themselves
anand of mingling with the people some
went away fully imbued with the idea
thatthai the latter day saints ought to be
exterminated from the face of the
earth but tote the credit otof humanity
be it said others became thoroughly
disgusted with the proceedingsroce edings and
denounced unsparingly the folly and
wrong of condemning a people afford-
ingin so many evidencesevidencia of ththe qualitiesequalities
thatt go to make excellent citizens from
the onebile sided statements of their
avowed enemieseneWies

the cocourseurso of the former class is aoan
illustration of the malimalignantbaliguatguat power of
falsehood wielded by satan anotherin other
directions and places if lies could
overwhelm the work of godbe should
be completely crushed under their
weight Itisit is this great influence up-
on which satan depends to thwart the
purposes of god and check the spread
of truth and unfortunately for the
world it appears willing to drink in
his spirit and to believe hisbis fabrica-
tions it is this that arouses mobs and
causes them to indulge lain acts of vio-
lence and hostility against unoffend-
ing servants of god and that has in-
cited them to shed the blood of cuno
cent men in the most cruel and barbar-
ous manner

by means of this incessant stream of
falsehood tois continually being
sent forth the rulers of our nation are
urged to adopt the most extreme
measures against us it appears
vain to point to our works to
shoshow what we have done in reclaiming
this land from its original sterility and
building up a grand commonwealth in
these mountains a commonwealth
rich in all the elements of greatness
lightly taxed free from debt withkiib
peace and union prevailing to an un-
paralleled extent throughout all these
mountains where latter day saints
reside it is in vain that we point to
our frufrugalitygalit our temperance ourbreedomcomparative freedom from crime and
the peace and good order which exist
wherever we aieare in themthe majoritywrity allthese evidences ofaf thrift ana virtue go
for nothingthing and the Natnationaliopal legisla-
ture feels tutthat itisills ruder e necenecessitysalty


