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in the hearts of the people? No; no
such feeling was mianlfested. If any de-
perted then, they were 80 few as not to
be remembered. The people had a mis-
sion. KEach man, woman and child
tthat was old enough) felt that God had
entrusted to him and to her & misslon;
and with unswerving Integrity, with
unfaltering cpurage, they maintained
their foothold there until the time when
they could start further west.

It was that same spirit and intensity
of devotion that {naspired them in com-
ing tc this land. And what was it
that kept the people here? What
influence way there operating upon
them? Was there anything inviting
in this land? 'To look at it now, and
to imagine that this was ita condition
when the brethren and sisiers came
here in the first place, you would say,
#this s an inviting c¢ountry, a de-
lHghtful place to stop.”. But no such
sight as we now witness was beheld
by them. Everything was forbidding.
It looked as though the people might
starve to death; and after the
crickets came it certainly looked for
a while as though they would
starve to death. Did the Latter-day
Saints faltersthen? No, they did not.
What was it that sustained them? It
was this same spirit of prophecy that I
have alluded to—the Spirlt of God,which
18 the Spirit of prophecy. the
Elders testifled that thls was the place
which God had chosen, and which He
had appointed 83 a place of gathering
for Hls Saints; anhd they themselves
had the same testimony, the same
spirit. A pecullar love sprung up In
the hearts of the people for this land,
even in those days. There was some-
thing most attracive about its moun-

. tains and valleys and these clear
streams of water that flowed from the
mountains. One thing that added to
its charm was, It was a land of liberty,
a land of freedom, a land where mobs
could not come and attack us, as they
had done in the past: n place where
the familles of the Salnts, and the lead-
ing men among them, could go to bed
in peace and gquietness, undlsturbed by
the fear that they would be attacked
during the night. This brought a
strange and dellghtful feellng of reilef.
If they only had bread to eat, or suffi-
clent to sustaln life; If they had only
water to drink, I belieye that the great
bulk of the people—With scarcely an
exception, I may say—would have been
content to remaln here even under those
circumstances. The 1dea of having fruit
such 43 we now have, and In
such abundance, was scarcely an-
ticipated. 1t anticipated at all,
it was by but very few, be-
cause the geeds that were 5own
and the little trees that grew up were
frozen down the first two or three
yvears, But there was a contented and
a happy people here. They went to
bed with their doors uniocked. There
was no fear among them. They had
been relleved from a terrible fear.
Those who came under those clrcum-
stances could recall the nights and the
hours they had spent watching and
fearing for a mob te come upon them
to drive them out of their homes, to
burn their houses, perhaps to infilet
upon them personal violence. They re-
membered, too, that not one of thelr
jeading men could go to sleep in his
house without having a guard to watch
him. The rellef from that condition ot
affairs was such as to bring happiness
in and of itself. But I say again, It
was the spirit of mrophecy that rested
upon the Elders and upon the neoble
that sustained them. God revealed by
His Holy Spirit the future that awaited
the people. The people knew, as they
knew that they llved, that this work
was bound to triumph, that It was
bound to be successful, that thoge who
clung to it would be successful with It,
and that there was a great and zlorious
trlumph awalting them, not onmly in

this life, but In the realms of blss in
the life to come,

It has heen that same spirit that has
rested down oOf late years upon the
people, They have been comforted and
sustained by the Spirit of God and the
predictions of the servants of God. It
s a wonderful blessing, my brethren
and sisters. It Is well for us to think
of It today as the members of the
Church of Jesuas Christ of Latter-day
Saints: think that we are in this happy
condition; that the heavens are {n com-
munication with us, because it is from
heaven that we receive these blessings
that are =so delightful and that have
such an effect upon us and upon our
movementa. It is a blessed thing to
think that the heavens are with us In
this; that we are guided by the revela-
tions of the Lord Jesus; that the gift
of prophecy has been restored in our
day, and has been received and enfoyed
by men, Not a predictlon haa been
uttered concerning this work, so far as
the work itself [s concerned, that has
not been fulfllled. Not a hope has been
inspired, not an encouragement has
been given to the Latter-day Salnts
by the prophets of (God, that has not
up to the present hour been abundantly
fulfitted, as far as we have gone. Much
yet remains to be fulfilled. It would
be Impossible for the human mind to
conceive of that which remains; but
we see the fufillment of the predictions
as we progress day by day. They are
fulfliled in our sight, when our eyes are
open to perceive them. Therefore, our
hearts ought to be filled with giadness
and exceeding thanksgiving to the
Lord our God that we are In this con-
dition; that the Lord has not forgotten
us; that He has not closed His ears
agalnst usg, nor His mouth, so that He
cannot speak to us; that He haa not
turned His face away from us; but that
He smiles upon us, that He gives unto
ug the comforting, cheerlng and en-
lHghtening influences of His Holy
Spirit to be with us.

Now we are passing through other
trials. We have emerged from those
that environed us a few years ago. A
great change, a8 I have sald, has taken
place in public feeling concerning us.
Qur Eldera are treated generally with
a great deal of kindness, ©Of the thou-
eand Elders that are now laboring in
the United States, the repaort comes
from most of them that they are treat-
ed with kindness. Traveling wlithout
purge and scrip, they are entertalned,
friends are raised up to them, doors are
opened to them, and they are treated
kindly, and not persecuted to anything
like the extent they were a few years

ago. The same report comes from the
fAve hundred Elders who ure
now engaged in the ministry

In Europe. Thelr testimony agrees
with the testimony of the Bservants
of God In the United States. Thils Is
partlcularly the case in the German
empire. There was a time when 1t was
almost at the cost of personal Hberty
that' men preached the Gospel there.
They had to do so in secrecy, in places
where the police could not punish them
because of the nature of their gather-
ings. But now this Is changed. Re-
liglous freedom has dawned In many of
these countries, and the Elders now
can preach without belng put in jeop-
ardy as they were a few Years ago.

On the Islands of the Pacific there are
some two hundred Elders laboring, and
their labors are also attended with
good results. They speak of the mani-
festation of the power and blessings
of God in their behalf, and of the kind-
ly feeling that |8 manifested towards
them by those with whom they are
brought In contact,

Thus these seventeen hundred Elders
are laboring now with an efficlency and
with a success that Is unparalled in
the history of our Church. At no time
has this Church held an annual Con-

ference where there was greater cause -

————

for gratulation and thanksgiving than
there Is today m this Sixty-eighth Apn-
nual Conterence of the Church of Jasyg

Christ of Latter-day Baints. Never
before were there 80 many
Hiders tn the field, Never

before did they meet with such sye-
cess. Never before were there so many
baptized in a single year apparently
as there have been during this yegr,
These causes of thanksgiving ought to
be remembered by us, and we ought to
thank our God from the bottom of oyp
hearts for that which He i3 doing rop
us, for the fulfillment of the words of
the servant of God in the Temple whep
it was dedicated: for he then proph.
esled what would be the result of thag
dedication and the glorious effects that
would follow that work.

In our own country here we glsg
have cause for thanksgiving, 71t fg
interesting to the Saints, no doubt, to
know, as many probably do know
that Brothers ILyman and Cowles;
have visited the conferences and the
Elders In the SBouthern, Eastern ana
Northern States, and their minlstra-
tlons among those whom they hgve
visited have been attended with good
effects, In regulating affairs, glving
Instructions, correcting anything that
was Improper or that was llkely to
become improper. We have been
greatly gratified at hearing the reports
which they have glven to us of the
regults of their labors. The Presidents
and Elders in the Southern, Eastern
Northern and Southwestern Statea
missions are doing excellent work,

Ag you know probably, Brother
Anthon H. Lund has left here sinee
our last Conference for Palestine, pe-
companied by Brother Hintze (who
formerly labored in the Turkish ynts-
sion and who has a knowledge of the
language) and an Armenian brother
who wished to return to his own coun.
try. The object of their going {s to
endeavor to secure a place of gather-
Ing for the Saints of the Orient, so
that they may not be sublected to the
restrictions that are imposed upon im-
milgrants to this land from those egun-
tries. We do not know how successful
they may be In their labors; but the
word we have recelved is hopeful and
encouraging. The Elders have heen
greatly blessed so far in their journey,
and have been successful at their firsc
meeting In  baptizing quite a jarpge
number of people who were prepared
to receive the Gospel, and also econ-
firming a number who had been bap-
tized, but who had not been con-
firmed because of the absence of a
bearer of the Melchisedek Priesthood.
The brethren write very encourag-
ingly on these matters, and we hope
they will be successful In finding a
gpot, if it be the Lord's will, where
the Salnts of the Orient can commence
to gather in that land, So that the
vrinciple of gathering. which the Lora
is impressing strongly upon the minds
of the converts to His Gospel, may he
carried out there.

The Twelve Apostles at home, asg you
all know, have been untirlng in their
labors in visiting the varlous confer-
ences and labering with the Saints to
the extent of their abllity. Brothers
John Henry Smith and John W, Tay-
lor, during a few weeks' ahsence, held
100 meetings with the Saints {n the
various Stakes where they visjted, and
the reports that come to us show that
thege labora have been attended with
excellent effects.

The Seven Presidents ¢f Seventies.
also, efther accompany the Twelve or
go themselves. They are a traveling
ministry, laboring very assiduocusly In
their calling among the varlous Stakes
—those of them who are home. As
you know, two of thelr number are
now fn Kurope, presiding over the
Furopean Misslon—Brothers Rulon S.
Wella and Joseph W. McMurrin.



