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SCANDAL

ill on and sourd this secret
andd FWfletchercher

A lifted eyebrow whisperingspring voice
discreetly soft and low

A sad and pitying shake of head
I1 aliah I1 well itieI1 tie even so I1

backbitingBackbiting tongue on which see writ
thine be it to defame

lips that neler god lets them partpan
speak but to utter blame I1

insinuations sneer I1 far worse
than bold direct attack

ahida may be challenged but not so
A sneer behind the back I1

cowards ply weapons such as these
pitfit but torfor cowards use

who screened themselves scorn not to
make

A pastime of abuse I1

yet no deliberate malice shown
no mischief really meant

tia but an aimless active mind
on ceaseless tattle bent

only the love to sit and hear
A friendly neighbor tale

and better even still to them
the sl androus tale retail I1

gossips are nelerneer inkuls tivefive
they merely like to know

the ins and outsoats of all affairs
wherever they may go

the cause effect and reason why
with every con anaal 1 pro

but then not inquisitive
they only like to know I1

oh I1 pitiful the heart that feeds
on scandals daily food

that falsifies detracts dissects
to find the bad not good I1

whiling away times hurrying hourhoar
with slanders base refrain

for losslose of mans as gods esteem
what small what paltry gain I1

think but the gentle kindly thought
prompting the courteous word

of others as to others I1 be
A nobler impulse stirred

disdain the dross seek out the gold
to register and keep

and to all scandal give the lie
or silence let it sleep I1 Bit

A RECORD OF INFAMY

in my article the history of a
crime I1 set forth the outline and
main points of the history of the
isabella reservation and the fate of

the indiansindiana who were placed there
at the mereymercy of methodist priests
and other white skinned but

thieves I1 promised an-
other article setting forth the frauds
practiced upon the indiansindiana I1 will
do that now to some extent but can
only show you in a limited way
what actually was done I1 have
sufficientclent material relating to that
reservation to make a good sized
book and I1 collected it all myself
and know it to be true in the same
way I1 know what I1 am about to
write here is true and you can rely
upon it I1 will show bow chris-
tian people treated the indiana
ouon a reservation not far removed
from civilization but in the midst
of it in the heart of the state of
michigan which has been boasting
for years that it is one of the most
enlightened advanced civilized
and christian states in the
union remember that the in-
dians too were not savages
not dangerous but christianschristian
also then too they were
largely mixed with white chris-
tian blood the white chris-
tians not tonlyonly robbed and debauch-
ed indians they were doing the
same thing to men and women who
were often as white skinned as
themselves remember I1 too thatthat
in 1852 the state of michigan ad-
mitted to citizenship all her indians
who would break up their tribal re-
lations and in every treaty made be-
tween the michigan indians and
the united states since that time
this relation has been recognized
and admitted by the general gov-
ernmenternment these white christians
were therefore not only robbing
fellow christians many of whowhomm
were related to them by blood bubutt
they were also robbing fellow citi-
zens the isabella indians have
voted ever since they entered upon
the reservation and their vote has
simply been another means by
which scoundrels have degraded
them you can easily see how

the isabella reservation being in
a civilized state it was necenecessaryamry
for the thieves to remember that
there were laws and that it was
necessary to move in their thieving
schemes in such wise as to cover
their tracks or at least to keep them-
selves in position to defy the law
the worst thieves were those who
had studied law among that classclams

were two men who went to the res-
ervationer penniless adventurers and
inside of three years claimed to own
over acres of the indindianian land
these men are known all over isa-
bella county and far beyond it
they made a firm for law and real
estate business when they went
to the reservation what law and
business meant to them I1 will show
you as I1 proceed

the indiansindiana could not read few
of them could speak or understand
our language none of them
knew the meaning of 1 deeds
notes bonds it was easy to
deceive and rob them thusthug a white
would go to an indian buy hishie oakak
aeb pine er other timber for a
trifle the indian put his mark on
what was explained to him to be a
timber deed the white would

have that recorded as a warranty
deed of the indianaindianIs land then
the land would be sold to a white
settler and if the indian protested
his signature waswap shownshowshonnonnonon the deed
witnessed by some halfbreedbalthalibreed inter-
preterbreter who knew the fraud hebe was
helping the indian would be told
to go to hell I1 have an affidavit
from one of the indians setting forth
the following

ai git patent frum 40
acres john leaton he offer me 15
fur my oak timber bamby leaton
hebe ask me bring my patent to
brown leaton offis I1 bring im
leaton hebe take my patent look at
put limim way say not time see now
come agin I1 come tomorra
brown he say come next day I1
come an come beep come
day longlongtimetime bamby he say go to
hellbell you damn injun I1 not got yourrpatenttent I1 nestrnev get my patent an
lose my land for 15 111

an old half blind squaw received
a patent for 80 acres she told me
her story through an interpreter
one of the most reliable men on the
reservation L went to her
house with a half breed interpreter
and offered her 15 for her timber
she was afraid to sell knowing how
her people were robbed and refused
L kept raising his offer untilhe reached 45 the old lady was
too much tempted and yielded she
put her mark on a timber deed and
received what L said throughh
his interpreter was a 45 bill hewe
borrowed the squawssquads patent telling
her that he must have it to get his


