without the consent of the people, |

and his veto is absolute, even when
Opposed to the unanimous voie of
the entire legislature. And so the
will of the ]i)eople was defeated by
this unrepublican one man political
Power.

Just as one who has loved and
lost je always deemed the best nu-
thority upon affhirs of the henrt, so

venture to eclaim a particular
knowledge of the use, the power of
the franchise in woman’s hands.
And the experience which I gained
Wwith the wotnen of Utah should not
be concealed from this Convention;
It belongs to you; it I8 essen-
tially & part ‘of woman’s his-
tory  in this great Republic; it
is the best procticnl illustration of
the problem which lwas yet been
given, and it is llkely to retain that
Pre-cminence for years to come, be-
Cauvse in all the seventeen years
during which the women of Utah
eXercised their right to vote they
held the balance nF wer between
the two parties and no man was
elected to oflice without their ap-
Proval.

During all these years we vobed
Wwithout disturbance and without in-
Jury to the manners, morale or do-
mestic convfort of the men. We
Were able to determine whom we
wished to sustain by our votes, and
no one had the right. the power,
and, I will say for our husbands,
brothers and futhers, the wish or
desire to prevent, Intimidate, or co-
erce us 1n the least degree. We
Were citizens of the United Biates,
armed with that all-potent (1
Peaceful political weapon, the ballot,
and we challenge the world to show
Where, in a single instance, we
wielded it wrongfully. And let me
Bay right here that we have not had
to contend ayninst the male opposi-
tion common in other places, for the
Ingjority of men in li]ts.h belleve
that woman was designed by the
Crentorto be man’s companion in
all things, whether in the Chureh or
in the State, in thne and in eternity,
and to share dominion with him
over all created things.

While we enjoyed the franchise
We took part in the primaries and
Dominating Conventions, acted as
delegates, and did our share of the
Palitical business,

wo years ago Congress abro-
gated the right of woman’s sufliage
In Utah, and thousands of us were

Summarily deprived of our political
Ff)wer. We had committed no of-
ense agninst the sacred franchise

and h violated no law of our
Country. But we had refuged to
Yote for gur opponents, and, there-
Ore, in their estimation we were
Not werthy to vote atall. The same
logic would bave disfranchised men
85 well ns women but their ballots
Were preserved.,

It has been intimated that the
Women of Utah were compelled to
Yote as required by the men. This
18 not true. No coercion wis ever
Attempted and, if it had been, the
?ﬂ'ort o accomplish it would have
hnlled because, under the lnw, we

ad a Egl'['ectly secret ballot, which

ut it beyond all human power to
1 nd out how any person voted un-
88 theelector chose to tell,
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It is also an errror to suppose that
women voters of Utah v the bal-
lot to uphold or perpetuate any sys-
tem or practice in opposition te the
lnws, or the will, or common custom
of this country. No such gquestion
was ever voted on at the polls in
that Territory. Votes of men and
women alike were merely cast for
local officers and we ehose to elect
such men as we believed would act
honestly, fairly and for the public
good, in the interests of temperanc
order, morality nnd economy, an
not for private ends or reonal
greed. 1at was “the hend of our
offending.”

The deprivation which we have
sustained is not more cruel to us
than to you. The continuance of
our politieal power meant that you
could have pointed to our work as a
proof that the general cause was
worthy of success. But Congress,
in the almost infinlte wisdom of
legiglative man, deereed to dig np
the new budding tree before it could
bear fruit and give seed, Tt was not
within the male purpose that this
little acorn, planted nineteen years
4go, should grow into the sturdy onk.

But while we have lost our fran-
chis¢ in Utah, we still retaln our
Eropert.y rights. Uninsrried women

ave nl) the Jegal rights of men, so
tar as the acquisition and disposi-
tion of property are eoncerned,
w hether real or personal.  Married
women have entire control of all the
property they held af the time of
marringe and ean acquire, hold and
sell, or otherwise dispose of real and
personal property after marriage
without the consent of their hus-
bands, but the busband must have
the consent of the wife. In addition
to this they have the right of dower
by whieh they inherit one-third of
the husband’s estate at his death.
The law of inheritance is the ksame
from the wife to the hushand ns
froni the hushand to the wife; cach
inherits from the other under simi-
lar conditlons.

For many years the women of
Utah bave been organized into Re-
lief Bocieties and Mutunl Improve-
ment Associations. Their sympa-
thies bave nlways been with the
Woman Buffrage movement. A fter
the visit %o Utah, Inst summer, of

Mre. Colby and Mrs. Baxon, officers | tion of the rich and t

of this Association, who lectured on
‘“‘Womnn Buffrage, the Lnternational
Council of Women and the relation
of woman’s ballot to all reforms,’ 4
Woman’s Suflrage Association was
organized a8 an auxiliary to the
nationnl. lts members number
about two hundred and arc rapidly
inereasing. In this movement we
did not receive the aid or sanetion
of our vice-president, because sbe
did not think woman sufirage
good for Utah. The organization
wns effected by the chairman of
the executive committee. It is
complete 1n every particular, and
the by-laws declare the objeet of
the association to be ““to work for
the enfranchisement of women
without regarl to party, seet or
creed, and to take such steps from
time to time as shall seem to he wise
and expedient for the political ad-
vancement of the women of Utah.?
The asscciation has sent two dele-

1

gates to this conventlon. The very
lurge majority of people in Utah
are in favor of woman suflrage.
As an evidence of this, we secured
8,383 gignatures to the natlonal en-
rollment in  three weeks, 3000 of
them being the names of men, and
we have but just begun our work.

All trades, professions and occu-

tions in Utah are open to women.

ehave editore, doctors—who have
graduated in the best colleges of
the country—lawyers, school teach-
ers, artists, poets, musicians, lectur-
ers, merchants, clerks, eashlers,
photographers, printers, book-bind-
ers, telegraph and telephone opera-
tors, silk workers, weavers, factory
hands and artirans in every kind of
work that women are able to do, as
well ag in those domestic Ilnbois
which some narrow-minded people
think comprise the sphere of
woman. We have no ‘“‘superfluous
women?” in the Territory, and
none who need remain without
employment; it iz often impossible
to hire women for domestic ser-
vice.

Women, in the male estimation,
are not as fit as men to perform jury
service, because it s said they
would be governed by sentiment. 1f
the premises be true, the argument
s etill falee. The sentiment which
' would most often actunte women is

ity. With men it is too often bus-
ness avarice or social cownardice.
Women might favor the poor and
friendless. Men certainly do show
illegzal leniency to the rich and pov-
erful.

We are told that suflrage means
turmeil of mind, which women
should avoid. 1 do not conecede that
this is necessarily so, but I do say
that, if, it were so0, my sentiment
would De that of the heroic Itoman
who said: “Buetter a disturbed liberty
than a quiet alavery.??

For one, in a generul sense, I ob-
ject to the cruel withholding of suf-
f; from women, in a land conse-
crated by blood to unlversal liberty.
In a speeial sense I object to the ar-
bitrary edict by which thousands of
intelligent voters were deprived of a
sacred right, simply because they
were women.

The mighticst human problem
vexing the world toda{ is the rela-
e poor—the

| profit eaters and the profit makers.
Man alone will never solve it. There
are cases of wounds nnd illness
where woman’s nursing is abzolutely
necessary. This Is o desperate case
of social disorder, where woman
must minister with all her skili and
|tenderness to bring the patient
through the crisis.

The cry which we now offer up is
the cry of the ages. It isthe protest
of the few agninst the many, the
argument of thought against higot-
r}_\l'. Today the world is correcting

e active wrongs of last century,
and is making recompense to the de-
mon of intolerance, by being blind
and deaf to the oppressed of today.
The wonder whicg) men feel now
that their aneestors could have been
po intolerant will be felt a genera-
tion hence by their rons regarding
these same men.

The ‘federation of the world*
will not be accomplished while the




