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EWSPAPER readers have lat- !”“‘U-‘Ml"s of acres around his proposed l

terly been made familiar with | test well, agreeing to glve the owners
any number of strange terms | of the land one-glghth of the oll pro
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THE WILDCATTER OF THE OILFIELD
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0 years ago and ari I producing

several barrels a

in connection with the devel- | duced. He Stclisbhatly: sontrols. & | I‘.:“l ml.lr' A‘I\“ i I. : \ | |‘ nl 12d- : French
opment of the ollfields of Cal. | large arew of valuable territory when | who , .‘ srd I ,‘ RAgligul FREEBA:| SNBSS
ffornla and Texas, “WIild- | his well proves to be u good one. When | ofl plis ,.. ir Titu ] s ‘A“"l |
patters” and “wildeat wells” are fre- [ Colonel Guffey drilled his big gusher | drilling a well 01 oe A o :"f“.? | i
guently referred to in correspondence | which began producing oil at the rate | Tliusy| o Rt 1a80 Aol "&'.'
from the oil reglons, in which some per. | of §0,000 barrels per day, he had leases | Silliman. Jr. of \ : _' g N e
gons are making billlons and many | covering 30,000 acres of land pear Beau- | of the rock ol . 30 l ] i |"|
more aré making nothing but future | mont, and if the Benumont field does | was eallod, wi of ,',' T ‘“"
trouble for themselyes, not prove to be a pool like the famous | the faniou = T & ('\,' ;“
The wildeatter of the oll business s | Cherry Grove pool gn Immense fortun and the Penns Bt »A‘ i ...'.‘»‘.-' .:
tho enterprising and venturesome indi- | is within his grasp. A pool In the ol pany had been ”,l BUTE l" “m
vidual who puts down a weil in abso- | reglons I8 what its name indicates—sim- | cure, manufacture and coll rock oll J ‘.I’x
jutely new territory where petroleum | ply a pool of oll of linited arean—and its | was as an emplos Sk :""‘_ ;
has not been dlscovered and efther | wells usually start™with a very large | that Colonel Dral ok r”:'“‘"\'l
girikes oll or gets a “dry hole,” asg an | output, and in 4 few weeks dw.udle 1‘.:.['1” for the speciiie pir . “(I“w 1_‘
unproductive well {8 called, The dry ing crude pe T B pa T e
holes are far more numerous than the [ron pipe down 36 feet to bedrack, then
cgushers’’ and even than the wells started his primitive drlll, and on Aug
where ofl 18 found in small quantities 2%, 1868, oll s struek at a denth of
or thig reason putting down wildeat ~ 1 ) r PO by & an 14 e |
3- |ls a5 a general practice {8 certain to = o ! it 1 to within ten feet of
be either very profitable or very disas- \
trous, Many men fall, but now and \
n some ghrewd and lucky producer, ¢ v
ke Colonel J, M l;uﬂ")*,' tlh-- mogt \ e FIRST WILINCAT WELL.

pasful wildeatter In the world and | f
discoverer of the mighty Lucas
ysher In southeastern Texas, strikes a
well and makes a fortune, The very
m “wildeat well” Indleates the great
nancial hagard of the business, It s .
a hundred to one shot,” to use a race / ,
truck #imile, with from $5,000 to $10.000 /
the wager that the well will be al ""/
od o8 |

g
big
1
f

This does not mean, however, that the t
wildcatter is a harebrained enthusiast | ,\!,v‘
who puts a well down anywhere and | f
glmply trusts to luck, Before he .v«!nkr(l
the well he has looked up the geologleal
data pertinent to the situation and huu}
it figured out that the ofl belt he ex- |
pects to tAp connects with an ollfield | \
a hundred or several hundred miles dis- l )
taut, He Knows that he is taking a big
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thance, But at the same time s falrly | little or no production. The famous
confident that he will strike a new field, | Cherry Grove well, “646, which 1\»
One producer 1 know drilled a wildeat | struck in Warren county, Pa., In Feb
well and migsed discovering such a | ruary, 1882, and caused terrific excite

field by about 200 feet. A second wild- | ment in the oll country, produced 1,000 |

catter tempted fortune a quarter of i barrels the first 24 hours, Increased 1o

mile farther east, opened the new field

2 500 barrele in a few days, decreased to and at Pithole,

the top of the well, and when '-g:n|»;.--~l|
for pumping the first wlideat venture
produced about 40 barrels of oil per day
Since Drake found oll at less than 70|
feet other wells have been sunk over|
5,000 feet Into the earth, It is also In
teresting to compare the 40 barrel well
of Drake, the first wildcatter, with the
50,000 barrel well of GQuffey, the King of
the new century's wildcatters

While Colonel Drake {8 called the first

wildeatter, there is evidence that the
American Indian preceded him and that
the Indign was, in turn, preceded by
the mound builder or some other p

| historiec man, The Of Cliy Derrick's

Handbcok of Petroleum’” states that

numerous pita of great antiquity were
found along Oil creek, French ecreek

Pa., vears ago and that

tha they sSre CONs 14 for 1t rpos
and made $1,000,000, Both men had fig- | 100 barrels a day In four months and at | they \]\I" construe 'I“] r the purj i '
- A= M v . wnnthe s prod s | o wollecting  oil These curlous plts

; e , . and | the end of elght months was producing | of collecting
ured carefully, but one had luck an { | Gore dun g ks i drounds Sl

| leas than a barrel per day. In contrast

the other lacked it
is the showing of numerous |

The reagon why a successful wildeat- | to this
ter makes a fortune when he makes | wells near Bradfor
guch a strike is that he usually leases
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has been proved to the satis- :rnr they must of necessity be on hand,
faction of many electri fans | with thelr receivers o1 coherers,
nessages fiyving

ready

B the result of a series of re-  centration of fire upon the luckless slx-,
A cent experiments in France it | nal men, They could not be concealed,

and sclentists of repute that | to coliect the aerial 1
rial waves are | about from another station, elther upon
t | a ship at sea or at a diglance on land,
Quite successful exp riments have
telegraphy. One of the obstacles in the | been made from balloons, and it is de
Wiy of the perfect working of the Mar- 1 signed to use them in the lrunmn\!ﬂr:n
conl system has been the probable in- iu'l' war messages, provided no othe r'p\ -
terference from the curvature of the | tem ghall lu the near future supersece
earth, At Jeast the experimenters have | that upen which Murconi is no L"ui\l
Leen working to evercome the interpo- | uously at work But {f high masts ar
#ltlon of the earth's curvature by the | open 10 the objection of !r*'xl‘-‘i‘ oo ¢ T\-
¢ tlon of high poles and the use of | spleuous for the comfort of theé opera

ps" masts. It was reckoned that the | tors still more are the 1

eulties of Intercommunication ine ) this objection, as they ¢un sibly
creased in ratlo to the distance be- | be concealed and would make excellen
tween the points which it was desired | targets for an enemy’s guUns -
to connect, and consequently verbal | By the system) 80 recently ¢x] ..
communlcation between Europe and |mented with, however, the masis and
Amerien seemed lkely never to even- | balloons are all done away A :
tuate If the lines of development were | in fact, the system ig 10 be commend .
10 be followed along those suggested by | for ity aimplicity, 1t I8 the discovery ©
Marconi, | two men-Colonel Pllowskl, an engineer

\galn, one of the chief uses of wire- | officer of the Russian army, and M
less telegraphy would be for the eon- | Victor Popp, & French sclentist o

sundy made the
veyance of signals and orders in war- | attainments, who has sirea Iy ma !

the #o called ae
D9 longer necegsary 1o the perfes
niniission of messages by wireless

loons open to

not possibly

itk and

{ great

time either between different sections ; world his debtor for several Inventions
of an army, between different vessels of | These gentlemen installed an electrical
& fleet or Between a fleet and the shore, | outfit at a small town near Parls and
In order to suceessfully send and re- succeeded almost instantly in 'H-*.
Crive these slgnals high masts would be | mitting messages 10 a house 8l “i"' ‘

essary, such as have been used by | a prominent street in the heart .
reoni in his experiments in England | eity, < Their experiments wers conduct-
| France, notably along the shores  ed in the presence of mor
Of the English channel, Now, these | resentatives of the Paris
masts would, of course, attract the at- | and ail were entbusias
tention of an enemy and cause & COn- | BUCCERS,

AT HOME AND ABROAD.

The sentences recently tmposed upon | does not bar a #yit for damages U
“n Italian prisoner for a series of for- | tained through the negligence of an em-
Keries aggregated 1,088 years. This re- | ployee of the road,

Calls the story of the condemned man The public housts ©

¢ than & 1
voss. Who one

tie¢ over their

ot far from New York who asked the | side by side, woud reach & distance of |

Judge 10 commule his term to imprison- | something Jike i6 mlies,

ment for life, The demand for farmhands has ca .
The appellate court of Indlana holde [ such & drain upon the labor um"rl.\‘ o

bat the release clause in a rallway pass some parts of Kahsas that advertise

used

modestly at between 50 and 200 barrels | construd ted by
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low Its surfaoct
theory promulgated
must first overconie 1 curvature of

sus- |

eams In the vicinily of 01l Seeps

1, Pa., which started |and there is evidenee that they were not

the Senecas or other In
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As already stated, thers are no masts

or balloong, which ¢ chaolutely ned
sary in Marconl's n hod, Tor n oplo
sitlon to his schenw this late of
wireliss" digcoveries 18 | strial
rathér than aerlal, The elgctric waves,
(he digcoverers say, are nol Inte ered

with by the earth's curvature, but |
! the

y Mareoni--that he

h r ol

the earth by erccting high stations at
either end transmitters and coher«
FE—Was correct m t, at least ha han
weted on that theory, while Colonel Pl.
jowsk) and M. Popp have cui the Gore

dian knot at once by discurding the idea
of an interferen

jrom curvalug

v their terrestrial method they send
nessapes which are recetved. ut the de
dred stationg and clearly understood
ratuy i= simplicity iteelf, so

r as #lectrivians regard 1L, and eon

ists of two electrodes, sepurated by @

distance that shouid vary agcording to

the distance to be overcome, Upon a
sheet of glass Is pleced the negative

rode, as an “isolator,” while the
positive is burfed In the earth at a
depth of 10 or 17 feet, and boih el

rodes are connected with the transmi
ting apparatus. This arrangement
also tollowed at the recelving station

and this is all, the Inventors say, that s
necessary for the perfect dispatch and
exlatration of mmessage Distance is

3

no obstacle, they declire, the zending
of a wireless message from Furope to

)

America LA merely a4 matter of

ag, for example, the distance ss]as
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from Pennsgylvania to Kansasg, but thelr
In Amer-! next

adged king of all wildeatters
most conspicuous oll prodyce

s of this fact und because his
production of

sutheastern Kansas in 1803, | ed from a well near

1 wus located by a
able to #mell oll even il It I 1,000 or |
erth's surface,

| on the paternal farm ‘
produced the first

was
trlumph i8 the Beaumont field

the discovery

been so clogely

with shotguns

record ag the most
of erude petroleum eve
L vpened was greg

d 10,000 parrels a day

’ l!ul ng the eleetro

the lat
Win-
him
was guilly

reflector-1gglai:
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MOUNTAINS AL SEA,

hardly call It & mountalr
soldom that an roean wave rea

and Clerk-Max
digseovered the nature of electri

Higcovering somet
. When all the pari
will be found to constl
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A THRILLING INCIDENT,

ely leaders has o

In Berlin who wore
the end of har boa
dog was seized with the deluslor
Ingt & good thing

lays the height of
Increased from 1% (o 22

waves of this helg

NOADRBED HESISTANCE
+ good Kill of the d

she wWas nearly her L of blal e of ¢

I
ments In the large citles for unskilled !\\aa resold for a higher price the orig- | 1
should recelve & pord
WS recently sold 1t

even At double rates are unheeded

t has been judicially dec lded In Troy, | the sams

¢, Y. that, although Vermont i3 a pro- | Swiss Historlcal museum for $4 950
hibiton stave, & debt for beer sold to now the heirs of the originai owner are | ey ’

f London, if srl".ur!).-q within that state, if contracted | olaiming & share of the above sum. | per cent (166,198) are s

The furniture 18 & unique specimen o

the Bernols art of the sixteenth conty

Beme of the wooden churches of N

way are fully 708 years old and are »

for In New York state, |s legal

Tn 1965 & prece of anthpie furnitiure
was sold by & gardener of Geneva,
Switzgerland, te an antiquarisn for un.
der $35, with the reservation that If 1t in an excellent state of preservation, '

New Souih Wales «xemptls rom pllot I !
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