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ners againat her testified that be was
0nder 1the influence of J'gqunr from Lbhe
lime be leit Balt Liake, while Green
was im good bealtb, untll ailer tbe
funeral, 30 that bie testimony amounte
to littlle, There may e scme turlber
developruents before tbe triaf comes
oft.

————

NEWS NOTES.

Farmers in Bbetman connty, Or., are
taid 1o be bauling eeed wheat from the
raiiroad to (helr farme, tbey baving
0jU too much last ruil, not leaviny
lhem-elves enough for eeed.

Bpipe time sgo » petition slgned by
the leauiny citizeas of Fajrbaven,
Wari., was forwarded to the treasury
depuriment requesting that that elty
be made & BUb-customs port.

Itis glaimed by the Mexican sutbor-
Jtlea that tbe Apscber, prerumably
repegades trom San Carlor, Artzons,
buave crussed the line into BobDoru apu
are vl g cunelderable trounle.

The younyg people of Ban Diepo,
(Cal., bave asen up a ylao to establisn
& permanent temporance cofles saloon
in » ceaiial Joentivu in the eity. Toe
Youny folks ate very entuuejastic over
tLe projeot.

A pucket of rich ore was strugk in
the old Tomy Payne mine, in tbe Pooa-
bonie e distrief, 1n eastern Oregon, Jast
Thuwsday. About ten yeurs ago a
pocket was found in tbe mine i1rom
which $12,000 was taken Ju one week,

YWhile filing tbe teoth of a horse in
Fogsit, Or., tbe ather day, Greorge Met-
teer lost his bola on the fiie, una i
went uown the snimal’s throat., Al
last aco.unte the horre was geiling
along nicely, eaye the Foesil Journal.

Al) the Jogging Sampa of the Grapu
Ronde Luomber company up the river
from L Grande, Ore., have been
cloeed vown. The nver 1o gradually
tieing, atd it is probable 1hat the
spring log urive wlli be commenced 1o
a sbort thine.

The Sapia Ans Biade reports
ptogrees in the matter of reclaimine
8 000 acres oi good farming lauds 1n
drunge counly by means of a dralnsse
ditcb, Counly Burveyor Kellogg La-
tetimpated the coet ol the ditch iu
tonnd pumbers at $17,000,

The mineral output of Idabo for
1895 is yiliclally reporied us tollowe:

Quantity. YValue.
Gold, ine 0ONCEB.ueusan  12B.B17 § 2,094,668
Sliver, fine ONDCES....v. . 4 O30 180 0,214,498
Lead, pounds..... oo ea s B0, THELET 2,8u) 321
Toti. o ocveanaannpn taanseraranana .. F10, 110,482

Tue uirectors ol tbe Hscramenl.,
Cal., Butter club have discovered thu:
their trusled seeretary, Frank J. Mai.
Jory, who Jdieappented a few daye sgu,
}aan embezzler. The amount ot b
shortage §e $i,400. He left bhis wite
and two weeke old baby unprovideu
for.

Owing-to the guicry ralsed agalmst
the government’s proposal to limpore «
tax of 2 per cent on ibe zfoss outpul of
mines at Victoria. B. C,, the guvern-
mept bas vectded Lo lmporen tax oo the
onlputiand alluw 33| erton on thecre fur
expen es. Toisd cision wae arrlvedfal
atter petitions bad been received fiom
Kootenal, Caribou snd other miniog
cenlels, s wejl a8 [rom boarue of iraur
and other represeniailve bodies ju

'their little all.

MISCELLANEQUS.

Writlan fol thig®¥aper,
NATIONAL BANK FRAUDS.

{Copyrighted by Frank G. Carpenter, 1696.)
WasHINGTON, March 4th, 15g6.

WROTE today
. of the losses of
millions. Qur
national banks
are considered
the safest of in
vestments. Still,
in them fortunes
have been stolen,

-
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s ol rich men have
been made paupers, and the widow and
the orphan have again and again lost
Gigantic frauds have
been perpetrated through them, and tbe
stories of many of them are jull of ro-
mance and adventure. During the past
few weeks. with the assistance of Mr.
James H. Eckels, the controller of the
currency, I have looked into some of
the biggest swindles perpetrated by dis-
honest persons who have got en con-
trol of national banks,.and the matter
which follows 15, perhaps, the first true
statement given as to the great failures
of which it treats. It is made from notes
for me by the receivers of the various
banks, at the request of the controller,
and it may be relitd upon as authentic.

First, take the great swindle perpet-
rated through the name of General
Grant by the firm of Grant & Ward.
Th's is, perhaps, the most notorious
bank failure of our history. It occurreu
on the 6th day of May, 1884. The bank
was know as the Marine National Bani.
It had a capital stock "of $£400,000, On
the day it 1ailed 1 had debts amounting
to more than five miilion doliars. The
Marine Bank had been in existence for
tweniy years,but about the time General
Grant came into it tn 1885 it was re-
organized, and the chiel propiielors of
ibe bank were then Janies D. Fish,
Ferdinand Ward, Gencral Grant and
Ulysses S. Grant, Jr. Grant put §r1oo,-
coc into the bank. He got the money,
it is said, from the sale ol the house
which the citizens of Philadelphia gave
him aiter the war was over as a 1oken of
their love and esteen1 Grant was then
at the height of his fame. He had just
returned irom his trip around the world,
and was talked ol as the thurd-term can-
oidate for the presidency. James D.
Fish had long been the president of the
bank. He was then sixly years old,
and he was, it is belleved, to a large ex-
tent innocent of fraud. The arch fiend
of the conspiracy was Ferdinand D.
Ward, who, atthe time the bank was
organized, was still under thirty.

He got acquainted with Fish by de-
positing in his bank, and also through
his marriage with a daughter of one of
Fish’s Iriends. 1t was \%ard who man-
ipulated all tfie swindles. [t was he who
gol Granl into the bauk and made him
believe 1hat he could make a lortune in
il. As soon as the bank was thoroughly
orgamzed Ward brought forward his
celebrated scheme ¢f “government con-
tracis whicb never existed,” He wouid
pretend lor instance that he had secured

cillee.

a contracl calling for $200,c000, ¢n which

there was asure profit of from thirty to
ffty percent. He would take $roo,coc
worth ot the stock for Grant & Ward
and would then bring in other capitalists
to take the balance. Fisb thought the
contracts were genuine and he urged
the other parties to goin. The money
of the capitalisis was paid into the Mar-
ine Bank, and Ward would give notes
on the bank, indorsed by Fish, bearing
the legal rate of interest, and also a
sepatale guarantee jor a certain amount
ot profit within a certain time. When
thé notes became due he would check
against the account of Grant & Ward,
and he kepl up this scheme of organiz-
ing companies until the bank failed His
transactions iasted for a year and a half,
and during this time he received and re-
invested 1he enormous amount of §35,«
oco oco. When the bank’s aftairs were
wound up 1t was found that Grant knew
practically nothing of the workicg ol
the institutivn, He knew no more about
the accounts than Ward did about mili-
tary campaigns, and he was immensely
tickled at the large showing of profits,
which Ward placed to his credit.
General Sheridan said that Grant used
to poke him in the sides and say: “You
thought I was 4 good general, but you
never thought I could do this.”” When
the bank failed Grantgave upeverything
he had, Popular sentiment lor a time
was against bim, and he sunk under the
storm and was attacked by a mortal
disease. He then rallied and wrote his
memoirs, out of wbich his fanmily have
already realized more than $s00,c00,
Fish was sent to the penitentizry fortzo
years, but was pardoned out after two
years imprisonment by President Cleve-
land. Ward was also sent to prison for
ten years, but he s again at large, and
is, I am told, still living.

One ol the biggest wheat corners of
history was mampulated through a
national bank. It burst, and both wheat
and bank stock went sky high, This _
was the Fidelity National Bank of Cin-
cinnati. It failed in 1887. The arch
fiend ot this swindle was a man named
Harper, who has since served a term in
the penitentiary,who was pardoned out,
and who is now again acting as a broker
in Cincinnati. Harper was one of the
chiel organizers of the bank. He was
supposed to be worih about two miliion
and a half dollars at the time the organ-
izalion was eflecied,and he had interests
in steel works and other things. The
bank was Jounded in 1836, In 1387 it
had #3000 coo in deposits, and of this
£1,800,000 was due lo niore than six
nhundred banks and bankers covering all
parts of the United States. Harper was
the vice-president of the bank, and he
practically controlled everything. The
directors were good men, but they had
confidence in Harper, and they aliowed
him to do as he pleased. Within ten
months after being made vice-president
Harper had drawn out $400 000 for his
own use. He then got the idea of cor-
nering wheat, and he began to buy in
the Chicago market, He had a young
lady clerk, a Miss josie Holmes, in the
bank, through whom he worked, and in
connection with her, the paying teller
and the exchange clerk he manipulated
worthless checks to the amount of more
than a million dollars. This money was
also sent on t& Chicage and inve:led in



