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of the crime of murder committed 1n
Turkey, whereby probably one hundred
thouzand people, mostly lnnocent, lost
their lives. But it wili geek to place
the blamewhere it belongs,and show how
these people can only act as they are
taught—to be honest to thelr convie-
tions, as others are to thelrs, be they
what they may.

The Turklsh power, which has been
erumbling for a long time, has been
gradually turned back by the powers,
who have found it convenlent to sus-
tain the uprlsings of the varlous na-
tions or prinelpalities of Turkey in
BEurope. Of these things the Armenians
heard, but not intelligently. They be-
lieved it was the result of a few riots,
and that ali that was required was to
place a few martyrs upon the altar,
no matter how, and the fire brand would
reault in a crush to the Turks and a
principallty for the sons of Halk. The
Armenlans clalm that they were en-
couraged by England, but .they only
knew what the conspirators said. Any-

way the people throughout began to
drink whisky and talk very loud of
the comling principalitles, and to insult|
the Turklsh officlals, Often they were
admonished by words of Kindness by
officials, to which as a rule they
answered Insolently. I speak of what I
know. Men have been known to show
themselves to be paraded through the
gireets, where the Armenians were
gtrong, as princes and coming rulers.
Bingularly, no one was arrested. It Is
not the nature of the Turk to get exclt-
&1 quick. They advised the rebellious
people to be careful, but they did not
heed it. It is to be admitted that the
people might be longing for home rule;
and that they had been tyrannized and
ruled over with a heavy hand and de-
nled all practical rights; that in
places they had been forced to adopt
the Turkish language and to forgel
their mother tongue. All this and much
more may argue for theni the need of
freedom but a people must possess somme
means of defense to attempt to break
lose from a powerful and well estab-
lished goverment as the Gsmalles.

In the meaut!me the sultan fguln_d_no
unity in Burope, and the old civilizing
method was to be adopted. The Armeni-
ana began to tremble. No one had guns,
Strangers wearing green turbans beg_an
to come into the varlous citles and dis-
tricts of the interior. They traveled
from place to place. They held secret
ecouncils and a dark sulien expression
came over the Mohammedans. Somewho
were frlendly to the Armenians would
say: "You know that I am your friend,
you know You can trust me, but I want
to tell you if I recelve In structlons from
God's Vliear !n Stamboul to take your!
life and property, do not come to me
for protection, I cannot give it, I believe
that these commands are the words of
God.”' And they proved theniselves
tajthful to thelr cailing. It seemed pre-
arranged. The object was to reduce the
Armenians to abject poverty besldes
taking the llves of as many as possible,
=0 tnat there should be no need of giv-
ing them a principality, And it worked
admirably. City after city and coun-
try district atter country dlstrict were
glain and plundered for more than a
year, until as estimated by Dr. Juett,
15, 9. consul at Sivas, 120,000 people were
slain, and all their property taken as
war plunder. My own estimation fs only
about half that number,but Consaul Juett
gays there are so many places in the
coupiry never counted, nor heard from
that he feels Jjustified In putting the
number at that figure.

But if men had been kllled outright
witbout torture, as a punishment for
fnsurrection, no one could have inter-
fered. The German kaiser is ald to
have shielded himself under this ex-
pression, when Germany was appealed
10 for help for the Armenlans in trou-
ble, He 18 sald to have answered that

the sultan had a right to punish his'they were put in jall untll word eould

own e&uhjects. To which -the en-
voy replied, *Yes, your malesly,
he may punish them, but not annihil-
ate a nation.”

The fact, however, are that the peo-
ple have been subjected to about all
the tortures known. They have been
shot and mutilated after dcath; they
have been dismembered piece by plece
untll death relieved them; they have
been bound at the stake, and whole
families and many souis ‘have perished
in houses where they had taken ref-
uge, by coal oil being poured over the
houses and burning them to the ground.
Men have been tled to animals and
dragged through the streets until dead,
and eut and slashed in the most horrid
manner. Women have been ravished
in the presence of their husbands, and
to satig{y the flendish desires of de-
praved hearts they have compelled the
womento behold their husbands tortured
and killed before their eyes. Many more
most heartrending =storles were told,
untll my heart feit sick and I wished
myself away {rom the scene. I have

| seen whole citles that have been laid

In rulns, towns that were happy and
prosperous ten years ago Aare now
ruids. Houses, Wwhere I formerly
Awelt, were no more fit for habltation,
People could see their clothes and
household effects In the use of neigh-
boring Mohammedans. No one dared
say, tils Is mine. One of my friends
who lost all recovered his sewing ma-
chine, which had coest him $35 for
about $3.00, the Turks not knowing
fts wvalue nor how to use It. In the
villnges cattle, sheep, goats, horses,
donkeys, grailn and bed clothes were

oft, and in less than a year a
prosperous people was reduced to the
greatest poverty, And had It not been
for the prompt rellef which came to
hand mustly from America the famine
that would necessarily follow would
have finished all who had not accepted
Islam,

Thousands recelved the Mohammedan
faith to save thelr lives, but most of
them have been released by orders from
Stamboul. Some, however, have found
it more convenlent to remain, and they
have replaced those that lost thelr
lives in the struggle. In places also
many Turks and Kurde lost thelr lives
when they were too venturesome in
gome vlilage where the people posseased
more courage. Such as for Instance at
Zeitoon where It is sajd many Mussel-
men had to take the medicine. The
atroke was directed mostiy against the
Protestants and Armenians; Catholic
Armenians and Syric Armenians when
known were spared. But the Pro-
testants were the chief objects of the
blow, as they were suspected of being
the nids and abettors of the uprising.
I am told that in Stamboul in several
quarters that Jews took an active part
In plundering and betraying-the poor
vietims of the Turkish rage. One
should have thought that the Jews had
suffered enough t0 cause them to be
merciful to all people in trouble, and
especially the Stamboul Jews who are
niostly the descendants of the Spanish
Jews banished at the time of the in-
qulsition. But is seems hard to learn
in this world.

Here we have history of two and
three thousand years ago repeated.
Just as people were then slain the

innocent and the guilty together, s0 al-
80 they were 8slain here. It was a
crime to be anArmenlan. It ls an offence
yvet. It ig enough to be a suspected
vietim, ng matter how Innocent. At
last accounts we have two brethren
in Diahekr in prison, they went to vis-

it at the home of one whose parents,

live there. As soon as they arrived

[however, they were

be heard from Alepo as to their char-
acter and Mormonism, their belief. It
seems the answer must have been satis-
factory as they were released. Soon,
re-arrested, this
time under graver circumstances. One
is a druggist, and carrying a llittle
medicine 'with them as they had hoped
to do a little business If an openlng
should present itseif, they were at once
suspected of being anarchlsts, homb-
makers and something serjous and at
once thrown into jall,. That means a
long slege for the boys if the L.ord
does not especially help them. Not
many people here know what drugs
are. No one dares Interfere lest they
be suspected of being associates In a
crime, Thev are Armenians, that in
itself §s a dangerous position, so the
probabliity Is that none will pay much
attention to them until they are gra-
clously turned ¢ut. We have applied
to the consul for assistance. He has
also done what he could, but as they
are Ottoman subjects, no foreigners
can Interfere and citizens dare not.

From this condition it will be seen
that all is weil erough as long as a
people can submit to that kind of rule.
It does not beget confidence, however.
Read the history of ancient Israel and
thelr neighbors, there was no confi-
dence, the land seemed filled with reb-
bers, the execution of law was not
tempered with merecy and Justlee,
though Israel was %0 commanded. Also,
when a few partake of a rebellons splrit
the whole people must of necessity suf-
fer, because the government has no
connection with the individuals of the
vasal people. All buslness is done with
the chiefs of the church or community.
For this reason no Armenian oould
plead his case before the government.
He does not stand wpon his individual
acts, but is judged by the general con-
dition of his people. In this instance
many or most of the guilty ones escape
while the iwnoeent throughout the
whole land were slain by the thou-
sands and frightened mothers threw
their babes Into the river te drown
In their fit of excitement, And surely
it would take stout hearts to know how
to do juet the right thing in a tryingmo.
ment like that.

Many a soul who had lost all earthly
property and often many male members
of the family would come ecrying and
ark what I thought, and what I know
of rellef for them; and if they were
really the worst people on earth that
they should suffer so; and if neo one
ever thought of releasing them from
thelr prison. What could I answer?
My mission was to offer spiritua] sal-
vation, which was all well ana Bood
but immediate temporal relief and pro.
tection would in most all cases have to
follow, a thing we could not Eive, al-

though we sympathized with all our
hearts,

Every time I heard a heartrending
story, and every time I saw a rulned
bome or city, Amerleca and her In-
stitutions grew In my estimation. I
thought I had always loved my coun-
try and her liberties, but surely I had
never seen Its behefits In the light I
now do. And I have come to the con-
clusion that God loves and protects a
people that has the moral courage to
eatablish and maimtain the principle of
free agency in man. And when they
have taken up the sword in the de-
fense of others purely for the extension
and defense of these glorious principles
that God widll bless them with mure
light, that they may also understand
those principles which Jead many Into
the eternal presence of God.

If I have Infiuvence with any fellow
citlzen, I would say, Love your country
and her Jiberty., Never forget to thank



