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of the offense tois abortion

theg
0 punishment for which under our

statutes tois imprisonment in the peni-
tentiarytent iary for not lesslees than twotiro nor more
than tonten years so that whichever
way it may be a crime defined as such
by the territorial laws and punishable

was committedcommit Ud if it
was not abortion it was mur-
der and vice versa and in
either casecame the finding of the
juryfury should have so stated and the at-
tention of the grand jury of the district
been called to it undoubtedly this
body will act on it anyway since it itsis
not compelled to notice the other but
it was unquestionably the duty of the
latter to make the case as plain as pos-
sible for the inquisitorsInqui andiand it was not
its duty to assume a defect in our legal
system that does not exist

PECULIAR LAW

county attorney murphy after
showing that the election today isin a
peculiar one in that certain classes can
vote if they own taxable property wt 0
could not do soBO at any other election
then goes on to show that it tois not
pepeculiar0ullar as to any other people whether
they have property or not itif the right
to votesvote as he very properly showsshown is
based upon the actual interest
in the result by reason of the proposed
obligation it would place him under
what right have those upon whom
such obligation would not fall to assist
in incurring itii it being a kind of
proceeding in equity what right have
other than parties to it to participate
why should the man who owns noth-
ing but what he stands up in and not
only pays nothing to the support of
public institutions but perchance
nothing to hisbis own support say
whether the property owners shall be
bur ened as proposed or not very
peculiar lawjaw and worse logic it looks
like to ui it may do for the purpose for
which it was invented 111 1 but whether
it will pass muster in court or not is
another matter

christianity AND mohammedanism

mr alexander webb the american
apostle of dari ism having
commenced to publicly present his
views on the religion of the arabs it
toie likely that the public will hear more
or less about the subject through
the press for some time to come com-
parisonspari sons are likely to be made on the
religious systems of jesus and that of
mohammed

one peculiarity of mohammedanism
and which stamps it at once as
vastly inferior to chritchristianity is
foune IQin its mode of teaching
moralm ral lasonelelef sonesons christianity presentapresen thtt
broad general caples covering
every field of human conduct A fol-
lower of jokusjeus need n t hesitate about
what is right or wrong for him to do tnin
any case where moral principles
are involved the great max-
ims announced by jesus christ

love god above al love your neigh-
bor as yourselvesyou reelves cover everything
it is this fact that makes christianity
go80 wonderfully well adapted to every
nation every country every age and
indicatesindicatea itsif divine origin by the

divine wisdom displayed in its struct-
ure

on the other handband
hashaa no such general principles its
moral system isie but an enumeration of
a few individual virtues and the pro
bibihibi tion of the opposite vices its
ceremonies some of which it
would be impossible to carry out
in certain parts odtheof the world where
the climate is less friendly than the
sunny home of the eastern prophet
have an importance attached to them
that at once confines the religion to a
limited part of the earth in this itsite great
weakness lies however hardly any
will deny that mohammed performed
a great work and a good work among
hisbis own people later corruptionscorrupt ions can
as little be charged to the religion of
Mmohammed as the singsine of fanatics
committed in the middle ages in eu-
rope 0 in be held rutout as the result of
christianity

THE FREEDOM OF THE PRESS

the attitude of 3judge zane
on the question of journalistic
privilege as defined in his rul-
ing on the demurrer in the late
case in which this paper was a
party was at once recognized as a
sound principle and based upon the
bestbeat of law in that it recognized pro-
gressiongression and the needs of advanced
times as against the restriction and
tyrtyrannyuny of bygone ages A california
judge lorrigan of santabanta clara county

recently held somewhat differt antly
and an appeal from hlahis action was
instantly taken to the ssupreme

1

court utlf
the state before which body it waswae
argued the other day and taken under
advisement

itft seems that on january last
the divorce case of price vsve price waswag
called for trial in the superior court of
santa clara muntycounty Jjudge Lorlorrigan
made an order that the proceed inga
should be in private and that they
should not be published tnin the dallydaily
papers on the following morning
charles M published in
the sanban jose Mormercurycury of which be is
the editor a correct account of the
proceedings at thetbt trial when cited
to appear batore judgejude lorrigan and
show cause why he should not be
punished for contempt mr
claimed that hebe ass a citizen had a
right to publish the proceedings not-
withstanding the order of the court atai
the same time disclaiming any dis-
respect of that tribunal the court
holdheld that there had been a disobe-
dience otof its order although none of
its proceedings had been Interinterferedferea
with and mr was fourie
guilty of contempt

in the argument before the supremesuan me
court the defendants attorney claimedcla
that the liberty of speech and freedom
of the press were inviolable right
guaranteed by the constitute on and
the right to exercise them could not
be interfered with except where the
rights of01 others would be interfere vi

with thereby it being conceded that
the published report was fair and cor-
rect the processesapes of the court were
not interfered with and therefore there
waswaa no offenselenseof it was also claimed
that the court only had jurisdic-
tion of the basecase before it and the
parties to it could not determine what

the world at large should do and itif
the publishedpublia hed proceedings would not
have been illegal without the order of
secrecy they were not made soBO by
such order it waswao further shown
that it is the right of the public to be
informed of the proceedings of itsito
courts the J judgesudger are only the serv-
ants of the people and the latter are
entitled to know what their ministersminia tera
and servantseer vanta are doing the petitioner
claimed that there was nothing in the
publication to chock public morals and
if there waswaa it bad nothing to do wibb
the present hearingbearing the courts were
not the custodians of public morals aa
largelaree I

the attorney further argued that the
examination must be confined to the
charges contained in the affidavit
which took the place of an indictment
the affidavit set forth that

hed been excluded from the court anaf
that the publication by the petitioner
gave them information as the
court desired withheld from them
the affidavit made no such charge if
it hadbad defendant might possibly be
guilty of concemi t the question w 9
whether the affidavit presented suffix
dentclent facts to constitute a contempt
the petitioner contended that the
publication waswaa within hisbig right of free
speech audand free press the right of
free press Isie the bulwark of pu ho
rightsright the freedom of the press laIs the
principal pillar of a free peorlpe 11III

that sounds like the right kind of
doctrin eyet to what extent can it not
has it not been use I1 the freedom of
the press means or should luean the
freedom to be just to be a defender
against oppression and error and not
that immunity from punishment or
liability which permits if it does not
incite to slanderblander falsehood and wrong
the press has a great a grand missionmlp Bion
and except in places and at times is
accomplishing its purpose itt JS
an educator a disseminator of
legitimate information and whenever
it shall be even for one occasion at
variance with this line of conduct it laIs
wrong and all the more wrong because
of its power still it must not be as
earned that legitimate criticism laIs
slander or reproach for wrongdoingwrong doing tola A

abuse between the two extremes tote
the legitimate and happy medium

the following ianlanguagelangu9aee of the at
arneyt aney is also apt and propel

in years gone by monarchical govern-
ments passed upon and determined what
might be published america was the
first to establish a free and untrammeled
press the only limit to its freedom Ist
that it must be exercised soBO that it does
not infringe upon the just rightsonright of others
was the publication of a truthful and
correct report an interference with the
proper conduct of the proceedings
could this be an interference with the
duties and functionsfunction of a court does
the reading by a judge in the morning 0
a proceeding in his court the day before 14

1

in any way interfere with his
under these conditions how can the pub-
lication

a

li injure any one if the petitioner
has injured no one what law has he
transgressed if be has transgressed no
law why should he be punished

the closing portion comes very near-
ly telling the whole story if he hashaa
injured no one hebe has traustransgressedgressed no
law and if be has transgressed no law
he should not be punished good
sound logic and good common sense
we look forthefor the supreme court to take
that view olitof it


