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LIFE OF JOSEPH THE PROPHET
BY EDWARD W

THE above is the title of a book
purporting to bobe the life ofot joseph
smith we hyehave had a variety of
books publishedpu professing to give
a history of the origin rise and
pprogressro ress of this latterlaiter day work
and 0 ooff the character reputation
and social status of joseph smith
and hishia assoassociatesclates some of which
have been very fairly written
while others have been pure fiction
without any semblance of truth

the only authentic record of the
lifo of joseph smith the prophet
is one published by himself in the
omes and seasons jn nauvoo
hancock vols iti IV
V and VIvf and afterwardsafterwardswarda repub-
lished in the millennial star
liverpool england after our
removal to the mountains the
history of joseph was continued
in tho DEsEdeseretret news and
transcribed from that paperpacer into
the millennialMilenniadnial star jbfsincebincece
which time a child history
of the prophet joephjoseph has been
publishedpubliahod by elder george Q can-
non

can-
nou in the juvenileTuvenUe instructor for
which the editor is responsible
there are of course many cir-
cumstancescumstances incidentincidents anandd facts
contained in thetha authorized works
of the church published during
the lifetime of the prophet which
are really authentic and corrcorrectootoct
among which works are the even-
ing and morning star the besgen
gergfa and Advocatadvocatecj the wideeldeeldetaelderstayral
journal the ziniestimes and Seaseasonsgons
thetho nauvoo f and the
millennial star all of which
were published by tho pro-
perly constituted authorities of the
church and- in which during his
lifetime will be found many impor-
tant historical with
the history of joseph smith as
well as the rise and progress of this
latterday work for thesa works
the editors are of course responsible
but nuyany article published in them
by the properly constituted author-
ities of the errorserrora excepted
would be considered authentic

eldereider varley 11 pratt has written
his own lifelieileilo for which beof course
is responsive edward IV tultub
lidge has written the life off presi-
dent brigham young whatever au-
thority he manhavemay have had weare not
prepared to bayeay it laIs but fair how-
ever to state that president young
never officially or otherwise to our

it many of
lithethe women of utah engaged mr

to write their history but
thistilis of course cannot be considered
aaas au standard work of the church
nor for any doctrines contained
therein can the church hold itself
responsible neither can thothe church
hold itself le for the life
of joseph thotha prophet as pub-
lished by edward W nor
for any doctrines contained therein
it is not published by authority
and edward W alone is
amellameriamenableableablo for what is contained 1anfna
his book we arearo inclined to think
that president young looked at
his life published by mrmi Tuitul lidge
in the same view or how can we
account for the following statement
found iuin the preface of that book

but it must not be forgotten
says mr that I1 have

been for many learsyears an apostate
and cannat be justly charged with
a spirit of mormon

EDWARD W TuLLiDaE
baltsaltbait lake city
firstdihl edition life of

or utah and her founders
severaldeveral months ago in decem

mroer 1877 mr Tultui liage called upon
president taylor at hisbis office and
therotheTO intimated that hohe proposed
pubpublishinglishing the life of joseph smith
when thethi followinglowing61 is reported as a

brief summary of a conversation
that ensued

prest T I1 see mr Tuitul lidge
that in your preface to thelisethe lifenife of
brigham young you publish your-
self as an apostate

mrmi tulitall that iaIs not my doing
it was put in by some one elieleiley I1
am not an apostate

PiesPj estTtV but you permitted it
and have not contradictcontradicteddd it aiand
you araare the avowed author

martullmr tulitull thisthia is taken eurofout of
the lastlavt edition

Pprest T but that does not petsetbet
you right your fortnerformer statement
still proclaims the ugly fact hdand ieIs

if as you baysayalv
you have beenbean re baptized how 1is
it that you will permit bofco foul a
stigma on your character

mr tulltuh but I1 do contradict it
prestpreat T yesyep privately but al

low it publicly totd go
ed where iaIs your manhood

mr tulltoll I1 suppose it was put
there with the expectation thatisthat it
would make the bookpook sell better in
the east

prest T then when in the
east you are an apostate biyebisebecausebueeduee
it iais expected your book will sell
better andud here you ate a saint
because to be a saint pspays better

mr tull I1 repudiate your re
marks

pest T wewo cannot look upon
you as a fit person to write the his-
tory ot joseph smith or any
church works and I1 forbid you
having access to0 the historians
office of which I1 shall inform the
histohistorianilanblan

in his preface mr has
assumed to throwan air of church
authority around his work inla the
following terms

ainin its compilation I1 have been
placed under obligations to the
hon joseph F smith and eliza
R snow who kindly read and re-
vised the manuscript

the late president young re-
quested meine to whitewrite this book and
the late apostle george A smith
oa his death bed charged me sol-
emnly concerning it

the following from elder joseph
F smith and sister eliza it snow
will show their action

SALT LELAKE CITY
oct 1878

I1 prest rohn tailortadiardrar
deardoar brother in tho preface of

the nife otof thetho prophet joseph
smith I1 recently published hy JE
W I1 am credited adioncon

edwith sr E BR snow with
havin gread and revised the manmang

this statement is incor-
rect the facts are thesetheeb by the
request of the author I1 read the
manuscript but refused to accede
to highia desire for me to revise itt re-
peatedlypeatedly assuring him thatthit I1 would
not assume that responsibility

with the exceptexceptionloriiori of two in-
stances in which I1 called the au-
thors attention to errors in quota-
tions carefully avoided making
any amendments alterations or
suggestions the statement refer-
red to in the afoaforesaidresal d preface 1 is
therefore not only wwhollyhoily ununau-
thorized

au
zed by me butlut is ddirectly con-

trary to my expressed determina-
tion in the matter and so far as I1
am therein credited with revising
the mba it is incorrect

very respectfully
your brother in the gospel

JOSEPH F SMITH 1

SALT baimLAKE CITY
october ath 1878

the preface totd a recent publica-
tion entitled life of joseph the
prophet written by E W

contains an acknowledgment
tometo me as ia reviser of the manus-
cript of the book an acknowledg-
ment which is not only inapplica-
ble but was made without my
knowledge and consent

injustice to mr taiTal lidge I1 will
state that behe kindly presented the
manuscript for my peru ialkai and al-
soso gave me permission to make any
corrections I1 should think proper
the biographical narrative I1 read
with deep interest and suggested a
few alterations but admitting that
every author has a right to hiljhibhis or
her own peculiar style and views I1
would not and did not either as-
sume or accept the position of
scotch reviewers loror the respon-
sibilitybibi lity of criticizing thehe production
of another as I1 would my own

ELIZA BR SNOW 1I

hoffarhow farfan the alleged statements
of presidents brigham young and
george A smith are correct we are
not prepared to say and they are
not here to speak for themselveswe should notnob have entered so
lengthily into this subject had it

not been attempted to issue the
work under a pretended church
authority as we cannot become re-
sponsible for the works of unau-
thorizedzed men furthermore we
have a church historian and his
assistant who aresure regularly sus-
tained in that office by the vote of
the general conference and all
works where ddoctrinesoct rines ordinances
history or the rise audand progress of
the work laIs concerconcernednedi ought to be
written undertinder their supervision
and then be carefully comcomparedpared
and revised with the original re-
cords that errorerrors either in ordin-
ancesancesanees3 organizations doctrine prin-
ciple or history as well as those of
K clerical and typographical nature
may be detected and corrected and
the truth go unsullied and uncon-
taminatedlaminatedtaminated to the world

in the book written by mr tuitul
lidge it is18 only justice to hinihim to
say there are very many extracts
from the book orof mormon doc-
trinearld covenants the history
of joseph smith and

i
other

calcai1 records and detadetailslisils that are very
interesting but whether they have
beenheen correctly transcribed and
whether the interpretations and
eroEregeneral remarks are correct can
only be known by a comparison
with the works from which hlahia re
cord is taken As regards his own
peculiarpecullar views of course we have
nothing todoto do and whatever mer-
its the book may have in the ab-
stract we feel ourselves obliged to
saysayi most emphatically that we
cannot endorse it asus a reliable
church record as some errors of a
very flagrant nature have been
pointed out to us

there are principles that all the
saints shoushould understand with re-
gard to the import anisearisaei of guarding
with fidelity thetho sacred records of
the church and therefore while
on this subject we havebave thought it
well to make the following remarks

the records of the church are of
too sacred a nature to be tamtampered
with by irresponsible persons the
ancient israelites guarded theirs
with the most scrupulouss care the
lord iiiin giving commandments to
israel them with his own
finger exodus 18 and when
those were destroyed the lord told
moses to hew out other tablets like
unto the firstbrat and bring to the
miaunt and the lord also wroteI1
upon arodes read to theb pepeo
pie from the book of the law of
lord and afterwards expressly for-
bade ananybody adding to it

when lehi was commanded tvta
leave jerusalemJeru selem and come to this
land nephinephi and hishia brethren were
commanded to go to laban to ob-
tain

b
from him the records of the

house of israel and of their fathers
famfamilyIlYs and they offered to him a
large amount ofbf wealth for tilothosese
records which waawas refused but af
terwardswarda the lord especially inter-
posed in delivering them into their
hands and those plates and the
subsequent history of the people
were vigilantly gfagatguardedadded by custo-
dians especially appointed for that
purpose and before the nation and
people were destroyed 3 mormon
who had them there in charge was
commanded to hide them up in the
hill cumorahCumorahrab and others were
placed there by moroni they
were there guarded under theeb
presa direction of the lord by those
appointed to that office and when
thetho time had arrived for their com-
ing forth that portion of history
which was permitted was denhdeliveredverea
to joseph smith by the angel
roni who hidbid them up for their
proper security until the perspertpersonon de-
signatedsignasigua ted by the almighty should
receive such portionof them as was
indicated sosho particular was the
lurdlord in relation to this matter that
the arim and was de

tedled with them that the
means of Inter g them might
bmbo along with the record for
ihethe full and correct development of
the contents thereof those that
were not sealed were thenthed trans-
lated by the gift and power of god
thuthus as expressed by the ancient
prophet ezekiel was the stick of
joseph which iais in the hand of
ephraim united with the stick of
judah boso particular was the lord
about this matter that an angel of
god was sent to show them to three
witnesses and afterwards they
were shown to eight witnesses who
saw the plates and engravings upon
them with their eyes and handled
them with their hands and they
were all coffmancommandedded totb arthisbebear this
testimony to the world not one ofdf
whom has ever denied this testi-
mony boso strict was the lord in
relation to the preservation of his
word in purity that when joseph
smith on a certain occasionon on the
importunities of martin harris

permitted him to take the transla-
tion which behe badmalebadhad made andtind which
was lost the lord severely re-
proved joseph smith fur permitting
them to go out of hlahia hands con-
trary to his the lords commands
moses in his day baldsaid

ye shall not addada unto the word
chichiwhich J command you nor shallehallali
ye diminish aught fronormhornnajtjt dent
ivaivy 2 i i

alidabid john havinghiving hadbad marvel-
ous mabiremanifestationsstations and revelations
says

if any man shall add unto thebethese
things god shall add unto him the
plagues that are written in this
book and if any man phailshall taktau e
away from the words of the pooknook of
this prophecy god shall taketabe away
his part out of heho book pr life and
out of thetho holy city andaud from the
things which are WylwrittentieD in this
bookboob 1 revrevrey seii11 18181919

with the above and many other
examples before us and having
committed unto us a bacrbaersacreded trust
we cannot allow that trust to be vio-
lated nor the records of
truth to be in anywise tamperetamperedd
with nor have them placed at the
disposal of or subject to the mEimanip-
ulation of irresponsible men what
god and angels apostle pro
abets patriarchs seers and reve

have committed unto us
must be guarded by us as the apple
of our eye aladand god will hold us to
an account for our acts god the
father and jesus with the ancient
apostles prophets patriarchs audand
men of god arave revealed to joseph
smith principles on which hang
the destinies of the world that Is
that was and that will bobf be has
committed those torto the custody of
this church they are had among
our most sacred archives our his-
torianstorlanslaus havehavo been revelatorsrevelatory presi-
dents anaand aapostles behave guard-
ed the sacred oracles thus far and
with the helpheld of god we will con-
tinue to preserve them unsullied
and untarnished until not onlyohly
shall behavewe have the stick of josepnjoseph
and the stick of judah but until
we shall have the word that is
among the ten tribes aaas was
foretold by one of thu ancient pro-
phets

krandirandand it shall come to pass that
shall have the words of

ththe we and the
bhailahall have khiathe wonia ot the jewjews
and the Nephites and the jews
shall hayehave the wordswolds of the lost
tribes of israel and the lost tribe
of israel shall have the words of
the Nephites and the jews

audit shall compito pabsthatbat
my people which are of the house
of israel shall be gatiggatliered bame
unto the lands of their possessions
and my word aloahoaio shall beibe gathered
in one alidand I1 will aitoalto
them that nightfight against my wordwork
andadd against my people who are pt91
the house of israel that I1 am godgoo
and that I1 covenanted with abra-
ham that I1 would rememberJememberremember his
seed for ever 33

rohnJOHN taylor
in behalf of the twelve apostles

FILLING A MISSION

to be called on a mission although
it elkbrientailedtailed many privationprivationssundand
much self denial walwaiwa once bourd
ered by the eldersonElderelderssotafpf tilisthis church a
mark of distinction and a cause of
rejoicing to be mountedd worworthy

I1

of a specialCiallal bcallenilalI1 ttoI1D labor fichen th great
latter day work wasvas esteemed a
high honor and although it was
often received with trembling yet
it was accepted in faith and an
elder would as soon think of leav-
ing the church entirely as of at-
tempting to excuse himself from
the imposed upon
him theho servants ofok god went
forth wherever sensentt stayed as long
as they were required worked dili-
gently forthefor the salvation of soulssoule
and after remaining in the field
two three four or five years re
turned with joy bringing their
sheaves with them and feeling
happy that they hadbad performed a
solemn

boso far as foreign missions are con-
cerned the situation remains essen-
tially unchanged few would think
of asking to be released if called by
the presiding authorities and sus-
tained in the dalling by thevoice
of the people truextrue
are greatly changed and there may
not be the same i necessity now as
existed in the early days of the
church for everyeverymaneveryamanmanmau to be ready

at a moments notice to start if re-
quired to the ends of the earth in
spite of everyeveny obstacle the lead
era ot0 the uhchurch makemace no ulluilun-
reasonable requirements andaud when
it Is found that a man whose ser-
vices are called for is or thinks
he laIs not in circumstances to res
pond withofwithout

1

t material inburinjuryy to
himself or those dependent upon
him they tireare aldaya readyrendy to con-
sider hishia casecaseinin wisdom and char-
ity t

but there seems to bbea with someseme
a difference in regard to the spirit
with which a mission for the per-
formanceformancemande otithomehorneborne labolabors as ireceivedNayed
berbpersonsons are called to colonize a lo10

necessary to be brought into
use for the occupationoriorl of the saints
aaas the work of ththea lord expands
and the numbers of blabibhirhia people in-
crease in fulfilling this require-
ment thu servants and handmaid
ansofens of the lord araree supporting thelthe
institutions of ththee church anciand
working lorjor the building up of the
kingkingdomdorndoin just as much as if they
were bearinghearing lo10 the gos-
pel abroad and disseminating the
truth among the nations yetyeb such
a m missionlesion is often viewed in a dif-
ferent light undand some who are call-
ed feel at perfect liberty to remain
at home without practical resrebresponse

again those who move forward
in obedience totd their appointments
in some cases seem to consider them-
selves under no boconto con-
tinue in their newnow localocationstlonationa any
longer than it appears dehldebidesirablerablerabie
to them but take their de-
parture without advice and with-
out releasedreleareleasesepsei and still timagineimagine
they agrenotare jabot doing anythingany thing at allalj
culpable or censurable vvewe think
a littlelittie reflection will show the imlii
propriety of such a course and the
callaefallacy a conclusion when
any ono isiis appointed boandto and accepts
a that individual is under
moramoral landand religions obligationssooto
fill it honorably and completely
and this cannot be accomplished by
giving it up until released by proper
authority ifit an eiderelder is called to
a foreign mission behe does not con-
sider himself aiat liberty to return
home until his prespresidingdl lagjag officer sig-
nifies that it is right for him to do
so this rule certainly holds good
inin regaregardrd to colonizing missions
men and women are not appointed
to them aaRES we UDderunderstandstandbland the
mattermatier bidpy aaas a pleasure trip
or a ot exploration but with

m to andaudnud culli
the spot to which they

are assignedd and it it is not dedett
signed as a permanent abiding
place for them their
beat least as long aa they remain
unreleased

we afler these hints forthefonfor the concou
af those who have

been callad and set I1 apart
for missions of the latter
classy that they may be led to con-
sider the subject in its truelight
and to act notnet from motives of per-
sonalso ad vantage and private choicejucjut from duty a bensasensa of obliga-
tion to god and the church and a
determination to feekseek arstfirst thetho
kingdom of god 11 the benefit of
humanity and the extension of that
cause which calls for bunourbur lilivesilvesves if
necessary to its advancement

it has been seen in our past bit
tory th t those who strive for the
glory of god rather than for indi-
vidual aggrandizement have the
most joy and in the course of
time ahethe most material comfort
while those who put belfself foremost
failfall in the end to secure either tem-
poral or spiritual exaltation he
that seekteth to eavesave hiahla life shall
lose it but behe that to
18loseiose0 his lifeilfe for my sake
shall fildfind it and shall inherit lifelire
eternal 11 so saldeald the Savlsavibr and

who are Zcalled to fabbrin ahe
vineyard in the last daydays in any
seu n thereof at homek or in dis-
tanttipplartstartsaarts will find tilane principle
that lais conveyed in the saying to
beto absolutely and verily true
let them who armaru called special-

ly to work inananyany department of the
kingdom atrejoicejoice that they are con-
sidered worthy of so high an honor
and then prove themselves dili-
gent servants that they mahayob
tain the reward which will only be
bestowed on those who endure un-
to hethe end the gittgilt of continu-
anceaneeancee iais rare but it may bee acquired
byallby allnil

CANT STAND IT

A fiewelewriv sabbathsSabbaths apago a well
known christian preacher

i orthis
city conducted himself in such aaall

10 1

unseemlyleandand disgraceful mannermariner
in the tabetabernaclernacleacie during alvane
berviceservice aseis to attract thothe attention


