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THE

DESERET WODEKLY.

peted with lovely green grass, with
horees, sheep and cows quietiy grazing,
preeentja lovely sight, more especially
to an KElder who has just come from
the opposite side of the equator, Trees
are in bloom and figs are appearing on
the fig trees. In the fig season we
have all that we can eat, gratis.

While attending the annual confer-
ence of the Australasian mission (held
in thile, the Mahai conference), April
6th, 7th, 8th of the preseut year, 1
was released from the Wairarapa con-
ference and appointed to preside over
this conference, with Hider Jas, C.
Allen, as my traveling companion.
This conference bas a membership of
nearly 450 souls; all Maoris (natives)
except one Hurepean !amily. These
are divided into eight branches, with
Maori presidents, counselors, Teachers,
Deacons, ete., uver each of the
brapches, We Klders usually visit
each branch once s« month,hold Priest-
heod meeting, and spend Bunday with
them.

We had been expecting a visit from
Elder Gardner, president of the Aus-
tralasian mission, and oncalling at the
Nuhaka P, O. on August 23rd 1 re-
ceived word to meet him at Mohaka
or the following day. We were up
early next morning, and soon on our
way Lo the Mohaka branch of the
Church,which is 40 miles south of Nu-
haka. We had some difficuly in procur-
inganextrahorse for ElderGarduer;con-
sequently we only got ae lar as Wairoa
that day. Wairoa is a quaint Jittle
town (of Europeans), situated on the
banks of the Wailroa (long water) river,
within about half & mile from the sea
beach, on the eastern ghore of New
Zealand,

Elder Allen and 1 were oft on our
Jjourney towards Mohaks early next
morning. When we had done about
half of our day’s travel we saw & lone
horseman approaching us, aud on his
drawing nearer we clearly discerned it
was our beloved president. On meeting
we diemounted and let our horses graze
while we spent a half hour i1n relating
some of our many experiences since
we parted last A pril.

As the shades of evening were fast
drawiog nigh we did not have much
time to spare, 80 we were soon on the
travel again, I continued on to Moha-
ka and preached to the natives of that
place, KElder Alien returned toWairoa
in company with Elder Gardoner. On
the following Monday I was up at
three o’clock and 1ode back to Wairoa
before it got very warm. Bhortly after
my arrival the mall steamer arrived at
the Walros with part of the A merican
mail on board.

Upto this time all had been life and
Jjoy among ue; but on Elder Gardner’s
reading his home news it conveyed the
sad newe of the death of his only
Jiving son, a bright little lad of about
fourteen months, This cast a gloom
over us for some days; still Brother
Gardner feels that 1t is all in the wis-
dom of the Almighty.

We left Wairoa on the morping ot
Aug. 28th and epent the remainder of
the mouth in visiting the Baints be-
tween Wairoa and Nuhaka, BSept, lst
found us at Nuhaka, the old home
of brother Hiram Whbaapga and his
wife Mary,who went to Zion last June.

We received word of their safe
arrival by last mail, and the
natives Lere are very pleased

to hear that they are so pleased with
their new home. Bunday, the 2nd,
being the first Bunday, we fasted (as
also do our native Baints on the first
Bunday of each month). At 10 o’clock
we held Sunday schovl, the meeting
house being crowded. Quite a number
applied for baptism, 80 we set apart 1
o’clock to perform thesacred ordinance,
At 1 9’clock the natives commenced to
gather at the western bank of the
Nuhaka river, to wateh the perform-
ance of the holy ordinance. We then
sang & song; Elder Gardner spoke a
few moments to the ocandidates for
baptism, explaining to them the im-
portance of the ordinance that was
about to be performed, namesly, to ‘‘be
born of water and of the Spliil;*’ John,
8:5. 1 then dedicated the spot, and El-
der Gardner went down into the water
and baptized (by immersion) 17 souls.

The baptism having been performedud,
we all returned to the village, At three
v’clock the ehurch bell rang out clear,
which announced it was time for the
SBacrament meeting. Our neat little
frame churcir was soon filleu to vver-
fHowing by our dusky-skinned Maori
Saints, and a few vieitors. The mest-
ing bouse is built **white man style,”’
except that there are no chairs, or
benches, for the congregation, ag it 18
Maori custom to sit down on the floor.
The floor was nlcely carpeted, how-
ever, with Maorl flax mats. In the
upper end of the hall was a ralsed
stand, and a pulpit, with seats benind,
on which were peated Klders Wm,
Gardner, Jas. C. Allen, R, E, Boeott,
myself, also the Maori presidents and
some officers. (KElder Bcott, came
down from Walapu the night
previous to meet IKlder Gardner.)
There was a little passage left down
the center of the hall, along whieh
paced two Deacun’s with long rous,
ready to give the firat one that showed
sigos of sleeplng a poke, or gentle re-
minder to not sleep in meeting.

We confirmed the newly baptized
persons members of the Chureh, aod
blessed eight little children, By the
time the Sacrament had been adminis-
tered we had consumed fully two
hours’ time, 80 meeting was adjourned
till evening,

At the appointed time the house was
again filled with the Baints. After
the usual opening exerciees, Klder
Wm. Gardner spoke to the Saints for
an hour, giving them much oounsel

and instruction pertainiog to their
dutles in the Church. He advised
early marriage among the young

Bainte, and dwelt at some length on
the rewards that await the faitbhful:

Rev, 20: 6. Klder Hoagland made

the closing remarks, Elder
Gardner’s worde regarding mar-
ringe proved eflectual; so much
80 that on the next morning

(during our regular morning prayer
meeting) eix hearts were made as
three. Bunday was a day of great
rejoicing to us, to see B0 Mmany new
members into tne fold of Christ; but
Monday was the reverse, as one of our
denr sisters was lying st death’s door.
HBatan, seeing the success ol our
previous day’s labors, became infurla-
ted and commenced to sfflict this
sister, and we went to administer to
her., On arriving at the house where
she was staying, we learned that her
attendants were all outsiders, and they
were practising their *‘tohungamaori?’

(Maori doctor) business on her, such as
dipping her in the cold river and using
other medicines all unknown to the
vietim, We administered te her and
it immediately afforded her great re.

liei; and we remained for
some time and oconversed with
her. As it was getting late, and
time for us to return to our

gleeping quarters, we bade her good
night anda left the house, We had
bardly got outside the fence when &
young man came running aiter us,and
calling, “Come back, come back, the
evil spirit has returned.”?

Bro. Gardoer and I then retired to a
secret spot, had a few words ol prayer,
then returned to the house. On re-
entering the house we beheld five men
holaing her down, snd they could
hardly keep her from gelting up. She
wag gruoning and blood anu iroth were
comivg from her mouth, We had
prayer, annointed her with oil, and
confirmed the same in the name of
Jesus, Within five minutes after the
confirming was done she was sitting
up, eating and talking to us. The out-
siders soon began Lo see Lhat their eold
water baths and medicines had but little
effect for goou tu the eick woman. On
our return to the vilige that even-
ing we asked the Baints to have
her brought among thew, solhat they
a8 well as we,could exercise faith in be-
half of the fllicted one.

The next day the Buaiuts went down
where she was, procured a turnpike
cart and brought her to her own home,
We then felt more at home; bul hereto-
fore we felt asif we had veen casting
“pesrls before swine.”” We all (in-
cluding the Saints) fasted and prayed
for thirty-six hours, Aes soon as they
brought her home we saw she was un-
copecious and in great pain, so much
so thatshe would ery out in agony
and twist her body and features in un-
natural shapes, After the house had
been cleared of every soul except one
attendant, we Klders annointed and

bleesed her  four times in g¢lose
succession, at the end of which
she came to her mnalural mind,

and kpew for the first lime thai she
had been returned to her old home,
We kept close guard that day and night
to see that she gol Do worse and we
feel to thank God, a8 we know He has
answered our prayers and [astings in
behalf of our dear gister.

On Thureday morning (the 6th)
Elder Gardnper and I rode to the Wai-
whara ULranch, twenty miles east,
(Elder Allen remaining at Nuhaka to
look after our sister for a few days.)
We were warmly welcomed by the
Saints, and remained two days and
blesseu one child. The Baints of this
branch are very anxious to have a day
school there, and Elder Gardner prom-
ished them a teacher as soon as they
get thelr house, eto,, finlshed.

Oa Baturday we went to Kopua-
whara, where we met Elder Allen,who
reported our sick gisier ae improving
oicely. While at this branch we
blessed two children and held three
meetings on Sunday.

On Monday morning (the 10th)
Elder Gardner left to go to the Poverty
Bay conference, He expressed him-
velf as being highly pleased with the
condition of the Saints of this confer-
ence. We nave had forty-three bap-
tisms, blessed jthirteen children and
married gix couple during the last two




