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OUR TWO CHIEF ambassadors
IWIM bvbt frank QG carpenter

washington march irth 1897

WANT to tell you something

about our two leading am-
bassadorsbass adors colonel john
hay is to be amambassadorbassal dor to
great britain and general
horace porter is to be our
ambassador to france the
ambassadors rank far above

the ministers at mckinleymckinlessMcKinleyss
inauguration the four ambas-

sadors came into the senate
first then ministers follow-

ed
41gr ed the ambassadors sat

sideaide by side with presidents

cleveland and mckinley

videvice president hobart was sworn
the same way at london

1itt will be
ambassadors hay and

ad parisfariS
will take precedencepr 06 otof the mi-

ntter other countries and they will
fromfroin

i fact commandconimand as much respect ias
mckinley himself waslotichh president

their places theythearogo abroad as the
1 drives 0off the president himself

chev can confer directly queen
faure theI1 presidentor

secretaries of statelish and
the

french
first calls upuponontthembemandand

their influence will be such that they can
I1 understanddo muchsuch for our country

with the antenthey both go abroad
accomplishing more than ourlian of

ministers have 11ina the past they realize
sat this is a business administration

do everything theybatheythey intend to
american business to thecantoto pushushV

apt gothboth hay and porterare practical

baness men they are both olof a
diplomatic turn and bothariy

have had lives which fit them for the
which they are now about to fillfaaea seen a good deal of general

I1horace porter during the past three
weekscreeks he has been here in charge of

the00 iuinauguralgural parade and has been a

ittart of nearly all the ceremonies con-

nected with the introducing of presidentwigmckinleyley to the white house general
porter is perhaps the finest looking man
of the new administration he stands
bully ox feet in his stockings and he is
im erect today gias hebe was thirty seven

hebe graduated fromwhenyearsvats agortwest point one of the highest men in

bo class he is broad shouldered and
aipelbeep crested and is soSD straight that a

hue ardroppedd from the back of his well
ZTbed IVheadad would just touch the heels

adjidJi PpolishedI1 boots his face is a

W randsomenand some one the forehead is

highhisch and broad the eyes are bright and
cheerful and the nose is just a littlee in-
clined to the roman Aaboveli ove all things
he impresses you as being a gentleman
he keeps himself well groomed he
wears the best otof clothes of the latest
cut and he has ththe quietbiet air of the new
york club man mehe is now sixty years
of age but he does not look to be more
thanthan fifty I1 am told that he never wor-
ries and that he has accustomed him-
self to take things as they come and do
them he says himself that he never
goes in a spasm over anything and you
can see by talking with him that he has
himself well in hand

some of horace porters experiences
with general grant will stand him inin
good stead at the court otof paris every
one knows that he was with grant dur-
ing the war but lewfew appreciate that he
was to a large extent the confidential
adviser of grant while he was president
of the united states grant did not at
first take to the idea of being president
when his name was proposed by his
friends he hung back and when he went
into the white house he felt afraid of
the change of life and duties As soon
asai ht was elected however he sent for
general porter and told him that he
must come with him into the white
house and that he needed his assistance

in what capacity said general
porter

1 I1 want you to come and take charge
of things replied president grant
1I have a sitset of clerks and secretaries
here but I1 dont know them they are
not used to me I1 need some one about
me whom I1 can trust and who will see
that no mistakes are made in the carry-
ing out of my orders I1 want you to be
my military secretary and I1 will have
the war department assign you to the
white house

to this general porter assented and
became a sort of confidential adviser to
general grant he was not a private
secretary nor secretary tta3 the president
but he was associated with him jnin many
important mat ers of his administration
he hadbad a great deal to do with the fish-
eries commission of grants first term
and also with the settlement of the ala
bama claims by which we got from
great britain iSSo oooo

in this work general porter was able
to be of the more advantage to general
grant on account of his thorough knoknowl-
edge

wl
of the french language he is a

natural linguist and he can speak frefrench
and spanish quite as fluently as english
he can make an after dinner speech in
french and he is noted as being one of
the best after dinner speakers of the
united states being ranked by many
higher in this regard than chauncey
depew he is also a man of literary
note he has the degree ofkoflL L D

and has written a number of books
this fact will add to lushis standing at
paris for the french have a high respect
for literary characters his position as
an army officer will also help him and
the fact that he is a rich man is another
important item the ambassadors from
other countries will spend all the way
from and upward a year inm en-
tertaining general porter will proprobablybabli
do the same although hisbis salary is

he has made a fortune yoyou
knowknowlintin railroads and other investments
he was for years manager of the pull
man palace car company and he hhas
been the president and director of a
number of the largest business enter
arises of the united states he has
made some inventions which have
brought him in money and he under
stands our business relations in their
broadest sense

gen porters business experience
will at the start make him especially
valuable as ambassador to france I1
happen to know something about how
he feels as to our business situation he
believes that an enormous increase can
be made in our foreign commerce and
that the reciprocity feature may bee so
developed in connection with certain
products as will be of vast advantadvantageaire to
this country both he and the
dent think that the national exposition
at paris in can be used to treat
advantadvantageige to us by proper american
exhibits and gen porter goes abroad
with the idea of pushing american in-
dustriesdustries at thatthat exposition

he believes also that the consular
service can be very much
that our consuls should be to a urgelarge
extent the advance agents of american
business men they should devote
their time to studying the foreign marman
ket where they are located and to find
ing every loop hole possible torfor ameri-
can manufacturers to come in

just one word about gen porters
family you can tertell a good deal about
a man from his ancestors horaceporter has no reason to be ashamed of
his his genealogical tree is a bigonebig one
one of its roots is found in john porter
who won his spurs as a soldier at the
battle of warwick under william thothe
conqueror the first porter of this
branch who came to this country was
an irishman his name was robert
and he had enough money to be able to
buy some land in pennsylvania shortly
alterafter he landed this man was the
great grandfather of our newdew aambassa-
dor his son was andrew porter one
of the most distinguished characters otof
the revolution andrew porter was a
teacher otof mathematics in Philadelphiladelphiaobia
in 1776 congress made him the cap
tain otof the marines on oneffone of the
frigates but he soon leitleft the navy forfoe


