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mxth floor and Is thought to be burled ' tunity to escape with the other women, ment and life was exﬁnct when

in the debris, caused by’ the falling
walls. The boy was 18 years old, but
none of the employes 1a able to glve
hls name.

A plano company occupied the first
pecond and third storles of the bulld-
ings.
Presbyterian board of publicatlons and
the Sweet-Wallach company, dealers
tn photographle supplies, the latter on
the glxth Moor. It was hore that the
fire broke out. The floor was stored
with chemicals and materials used in
the manufacture of photographie sup-
pllea and, according to some who es-
caped, the entire floor was swept with
flarnes in five minutes after the fire
broke out. Three hundred girls were
employed by this irm and when the
fire hroke out a panic ensyed. many of
the unfortunate women belng trampled
under the feet of thelr comrades n
their frantic efforts to gscape. Cut off
from eacape by the elevators and the
stairways, people penned in the burning
bullding began jumping from the win-
dows, and though the flremen and
others held nets and canvns many
were crushed on the stone sidewalks.
According to eye-Witnesses as many as
ten jumped at once from the top floor
and others were seen shortly after to
fall back into the flames. The flames
quickly spread to the fioors beneath.

The floors occupled by the Presby-
terian board of pubtication and Sunday
mchoo! supplies company also contalnea
materinl which readily burned. On
the lower floors the piano supplles and
instruments held in stock by the Em-
eraon Plano company were soon trans-
formed into tinder. The flremen were
badly handicapped by the heat which
was terrific.
block the heat broke panes of glass and
dislgdged signa, and sireams of water
were direected on the bulldings on bhoth
sides of the atreet that were far away in
order to prevent them from eatching
fire, Several minor blazes did occur,
The flercest fire was {n the rear of the
Fmerson eompany, where were located
big dry roods stores, Thirty-five min-
utes after the flre broke out the floors

Among other tenants were the'
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ready

she seemed to feel it her duty to stay hands ran to picksup the unfortunate,
and help the escape of the girls over who was recognized at once as Cashler

whom she had charge. Her

volce Hinns, of Sweet, Wallach & company.

could be heard above the shrieks of A moment later two other forms wers
the panic-strlcken girls, urging them seen at the window of the north end

to preserve order and reassuring them of the Wabash

agajn and again.
stairway and attempted to sieze the
foremost women as they dashed down

end front, and they

She stood near the sprang within a second of each other.

8everal women standing in a group
n the opposite slde of the street,

to the next floor, but she was thrown watching the leaping forms of the two

asjde.

When she saw there was no hope of the face of a woman at

men with blanched faces,sald they saw
the window

stopping the panie she darted to the durlng an instant that the wind had

elevator cage to calm the others. As swept away the smoke,

the elevator ascended. Miss Carney or-
dered the conductor to stop. She then
turned and helped her charges into
the eage. During all the excltement
she remalined calm and issued orders
as though directlng the women at
work. As the elevator started’ to
descend wlithout Miss Carney one of

|
|

In the next
instant and with a rush and roar that
could be heard for a block the entire
top of the building from the third

tgtory up burst out in a sheet of flame.

i the girls erled to the conductor to stop, '

but the brave woman, though staring
death in the face, shouted to them not
to mind her, that she would take care
of herself. The girls she sent .down

| the elevator escaped unharnmed. Two

Within a radius of a!

had =211 fallen and in A moment or two:

the wall fell. Shortly after the front
wall bulmed outward and fell, the
tracks of the Union Elevated loop belng
completely covered with debris and
blocking the whole elevated system,

of those who bolted headlong down the
narrow stairway, Josle and Annje
Baxa, made their way to the second
floor but were cut ‘off by the flames
and were forced to jump from a win-
dow. They were both badly injured,
bhut at the hospital their greatest
anxiety and sorrow was regarding
Forewoman Kate Carney.

The fire seemed to spring from three
floors at one time. The occupants of
the fourth floor of the Emerson build-
ing swept to the rear of the building,
On the fifth floor and the sixth floor
those in the front of the building heard
the nlarm and saw the smoke and
flames at the mame time. There was
no time for inquiry. The dense smoke
rugshed through the rooms and drove
the employes of the variouy establish-
ments down the stalrway, Thgre was
but one winding stairway leading from
the top fivor to the bottom and but one
elevator. In the employ of Sweet-
Wallach & Company were twenty-cight
men and wWomen.

There were a dozen or more in the

| employ of the Presbyterlan board of

publlcation on the fifth tloer. There

ywas a frightened rush of people to the

Mies Kate Carney, forewoman of the’

National Muslc. company on the fourth
Acor of the Emerson bulldlng, I3
thought to have been burned to death
after herolcally helping to save many
lives of her fellow employes. When it
wae first learned the bullding was
on fire the. forty or more glrls en.-
ployed by the Natlona] Music com-
pany rushed to thé elevators
stairway. Miss Carney tried to stop

the rush, but was unable to cope With ' soats ran down the stalrway and into
and while the street. The first Intimation that

the panic-stricken girls
some rushed down the stairways, a
large number beat at the elevator cage
and screamed for help. 'The elevator
was ascending and the conductor
stopped at the fourth flcer, In an in-
stant 1t was Alled with the frightened
girla, Miass Carney remained on the
floor to see that all the girls escaped
and as the last one entered
Miss Carney started to follow. There

fleeing employes.

the car

was such a crowd in the elevator thuat.

Miss Carney could not get In and the
alevator descended without her. It is
thought she was too late to escape,
and overcome by the smoke which was
pouring Into the place, fell to the floor
and was burned to death,

Joale Baxa and Annie Baxa, sisters,
living at 6568 west 15th street, and cem-
ploved by the National Music com-
pany, leaped from the msecond floor to
the street, Josle's right ankle was
broken and her aister was severely
brulsed.

Miss Carney was a true heroine.
Although at the outset she had oppor-

elevator at the Nrst call of fire, The
elevator boy was on the fourth floor
when the alarm was given. From the
National Musle company and the office
of Ailfred Blerley., on the fourth floor,
half a dozepn employes were takel
down to the flrst floor. The boy re-
turped once to the upper fioors and his
elevator was loaded again, He did not
dare to make a third trip for the amoke

and  was pouring down the shaft.

Men and women without hats or

people on the street had of the fire
wan the appearance of several of the
At the same time &
dense mass of smoke poured out of the
front windows of the fourth and fifth
floors. In another moment the upper
floors were wreathed in flames and
smoke. Heveral people made an at-
tempt to run up the narrow stairway
but were turned back at the second
floor by the downward rush of the
smoke. There were apptrently nos
over thirty people who made their es-
cape by the elevator and stairway. The
building blazed soc flercely that the es-
caplng employes began locking for each
other In the crowd that gathered
quickly at the scene, A number of ths
people on the upper floora made their
eacape from the rear by the fire eacape,
but that egress was cut off in a few
moments by the fiames, Then the
spectators were horrifled to see the
body of 2 man whirling downward from
the cloud of smoke and flame at the up-
per fioor. The body struck the paver

graph wires almost caused a panie
among the dense crowds of spectatofs.
The wires falling across the rafls of the
elevated loop were instantly charged
with eleetricity and a wild rush to get
out of the way took plaee. When water
was turned on to the burning ele-
vated loop structure a beautiful sight
oceurred. As so0n as the streams struek
the feed rall they were apparently con-
verted into showers of electric sparks
and an aurora was formed sometimes
gpreading fanwise, then shooting high
into the air as the spray drifted in the
wind. This was kept up unti]l the our-
rent was shut off.

In less than half an hour after the
fire broke out the Emerson bhuyllding,
which was seven Storles high, 80 feet
front by 180 feet deep, was level with
the ground. It wars of what I8 knowT
as “mill construction.” with a front of
plate glass and Iron eslumns. The
oceupants were the FEmerson Plano
company. Conover Plano company,
Chlcago Cottage Organ company,
Decorators’ Wall Paper company, Na-
tional Music company. H. Holtzman &
company, Platoe stools; Presbyterian
board of publication, Alfred Boyl, sheet
musie publisher; Sweet-Wallach &
company, protographic supplles; W. A
O!mstead, sehool supplies.

The elevated rallway tracks, which
pans the bullding, were badly damaged,
and there will be a 1033 of $10,000 or
$15,000 from the brenking of plate glasa
in the stores on the oppoeite alde of
Wabash avenue. .

The sIXx atory building adjoining on
the north, Nos, 211-13 was badly dam-.
aged, and Ita contents soaked with
water and pnrtially burned, The oc-
cupants of this huillding are The Hdu-
ecational Publication company, Thomas
Charles & Company, Kindergarten sup-
plies; Ideal Music company, sheet mu-
sie; New Haven Clock company;
Waterbury Watceh company; E. H.
Putler & Compnany, publishers; R. C.
Weichbrodt, turkish rugs; George B.
Ward & Company, photograph fnlsh-
ers, and N. 3. Uhloin, musical insatru-
ment repalrer.

The loss on this building and con-
tents 18 estimated at 350,000, put may
be more.

CANVASS DF NATIONS.

OLAA, March 1, 1898.

Senator F. J. Cannon, Aloha Oe:
Ke kumu o Kuu make.make | Ka
hoohulaina, | maluhla kela aupu.

nl. | holo pone na hana o Ka
aina nei. | noho makou malalo
o kekahl aupuni Ikalka., nana e

hoomalu | ko hakou walwal. No
ka mea, plha loa ka anla | na Kea.
pani, alla ala mal na kue mal
laloko mal,

I remain yours traly.
HERMAN ELDERTS.

The foregoing is one of several mes-
snges to Senator Cannon of Uteh from
native Hawaijans favoring annexattoa.



