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he sustains good order and sound
government for instance as in
these cases and opposes the rule of
whisky he is to be commended

FOR POLITICAL CAPITAL AND

obstruction
IT NEEDS no statement from us

that the peculiar investigation in
progress in the third district court
in this city is in the nature of a
political movement the fact is
notorious and no attempt is made
to disguise it it is18 of a piece with
a plan of campaign that has been
in progress for a long time its ob-

ject is the deprival of the majority
of the people of utah of all their
political rights the present opera-
tion is but a fresh step in the
scheme the application of certain
members of the church of jesus
christ of latter day baines fornafor na-
turalization being seized as a favor-
able opportunity to set it in mo-
tion

the hope of the active politicians
who figure in the affair Isie that they
will by twisting torturing and
disfiguring innocent facts beyond
recognition and the manufacture of
whole cloth fabrications be able to
work upon the credulity of congress
to such an extent as to cause that
august body to accede to their ne-
farious and scheme
of course the obstructionobet ruction of peoplespeopled
party registration for and voting at
the approaching municipal election
cuts a flfigurein the proceedings as
an object but it may be properly
placed as a secondsecondarynry considera-
tion

some of the witnesses used by the
liberals in this rough and tum-

ble investigation have been appro-
priatelypriately selected they belong to
the geniuslus known as anti
cranks who were formerly connect-
ed with the church and have apos
tatized they are well known for
their unreasoning bitibitternesserness occa

L anally exhibiting their spleen in
haranguing crowds on the pub-
lic streetsaf and telling the
most outrageous falsehoods they
belong to the same clawclass as
that known as converted monks
and escaped nuns who have at
various times raised the hair upon
the heads of small minded credulous
people about the horrible wicked-
ness of the catholic church we
would be sorry to judge that church
by the turnings and falsehoods of
the bitter ohmclass of its apostate sons
and daughters it would be mani-
festly unjust

4 we do not rate all of the wit

K

nesses in that list while some of
them told what we understand to be
unqualified falsehoods and dis-
torted matters of fact until they had
no resemblance to the truth others
may have testified honestly but if
they did their memories were
erousand what they did recollect was
so mixed up with false reports alle-
gations and charges that have been
in circulation for years that they
were entangled in their windsminds
hence the heterogeneous and con-
tradictory statements not only of
the different witnesses but the con-
flicts ininthethe evidence of the same
individual in no instance was the
truth told as a whole if it hadbad
there would have been none of that
hobgoblin sanguinary element

anti mormon 111 1which delighted the
fire eaters

one feature of the testimony
could not escape the observation of
any intelligent person it was a
peculiarity that gave the lie direct
to some statements that were made
it was asserted that those
who pass through the endow-
ment take an obligation to obey
the priesthood in all things the
penalty attaattachescheu to the violation of
this covenant being that the indi-
vidual making it loses his life ac-
cording to this testimony a number
of those who were on the stand have
been going around in this city and
elsewhere with their throats cut for
upwards of twenty years one wit-
ness according to his own evidence
must have been in that ghastly con-
dition for a quarter of a century
yet he has the appearance of being
a healthy old corpse

the fact that these fellows who
could not well be accused of obedi-
ence to the priesthood they so hotly
hate were on the stand voiding
their blood and th under spleen was
sufficient of itself to show their utter
unreliability their existence is a
flat contradiction of their teotimotestimonyny
A party reduced to such expedients
and sucosue tools is unworthy of the
support of any person with a com-
mon sense of self respect

THE CATHOLIC CONGRESS

A days since we treated upon
a passage from cardinal gibbons
new book ow christian heri-
tage 11 that part of the volume
alluded to had special reference to

mormonism which was desig-
nated by the author as an element
dangerous to american christian
civilization the article pointed
out the fact by an explanation of
the genius and almsaims of

ism that the archbishop of bal-
timore hadbad probably on account of
not being properly informed upon
the subject made an egregious mis-
take and perpetrated a manifest
though probably unintentional in-
justice

the position acassumed by this
learned and high ecclesiastical au-
thority had the appearance of a
declaration of war uponunin the saints
the attitude was so sudden as to
cause the people at whom the dart
was aimed tuto be tstakenken by ousurpriserp alse
owing to the policy of nondon interfer-
ence heretofore exhibited by the
catholic church toward the church
of jesus christ of latter day bainte
the past record of that powerful 06ec-
clesiastical organization has in that
respect been highly creditable in
contradistinction to the
spirit exhibited by some of the Ppro-
testant

ro
sects

the impression regarding the
strength of the belligerency implied
by the statement of cardinal
ning has been deepened by the
position taken in the same direction
by the congress of catholic lay-
men recently held at baltimore and
which closed on the dinst atits last session it adopted a platform
which taken in connection with
many of the declarations in Ccardi-
nal

andl
manningsmanningIs book is broadly sig-

nificantant asa matter of course whitt
ever has a direct or indirect hearingbearing
upon the church to whichwh they belong
has a special interest for the commu-
nity of latter day saints Hhenceence
we observe with close attention in
the platform of the congress of
catholic laymen of america the
reiteration off the CardicardinalsnaPs position
relative to the religion of the saintssaint
the language used being C we de-
nounce the existence of Mormormon-
ism

tilon
pl etc following this extraor-

dinary expression is another bff
much significance which we here
quote

there are many christian issues in
which catholics could come together
with non catholics and shape civil
legislation for the public good in
spite of rebuff and injusticeustice and 0over-
looking zealotry we should seek alli-
ance with non catholics for proper ob-
jects

there is we presume no use of
ignoring the fact that the subject
which has been made so conspicu-
ous by the cardinal and the cathol-
ic congress is one at which legis-
lation ought in catholic es-
timationti to be aimed of course
others are namnameded but tthehe one re-
ferred to seems to have been given
the first place but there Is in urnthe


