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ththat obedience to his laws would bring
reward in consideration of theitsif own

roodgood deeds of the people of god our
lord and master would make known
hlahis reign by pouring out his blessings

them and helping them on justupon attempted to help themselvessoaltheythey
the choir sang the anthem

god of israel hear our prayer
benediction was pronounced by elder

C W penrosePen roce

friday july 10 1896 I1 spent the day
in and about jerusalem toward even

called tomb of thethe awtugtee I1 visitedsituated north of the city nearkings leading to fabiousNablousbious the grotto
the road by a wall and belongwhich isa

french consist of a regular sys-
tem
to the

of underground rooms from which
shaft tombs and shelfchamberstomb

tombotombe extend in all directions in sys-

tematic order the careful construc-
tion of these catacombscatacombs leads to the in-
ference that they were the burial places

of persons of high rank and araree much
fevered by the jews who from a very

have called them the cav-
ern
early period

ofzedekyah
p
Zedeklah but what they really

they were how-
ever
OMSA toi not known

understood to be tombs as early
aio the fourfourteenthteen century I1 and werea by tradition to thereferredobettsometimesimes judah on this accountofkialnesearly ngo

still called tombs of thethey are
king

saturday
1

julyjuly 11 1I left the hotel at
a6 a m and walwalked1ced to bethlehem which

south-
west

about five miles1 situated
from jerusalem and about six

mil fram the olivet house where I1
after leaving the yafastoppedmed

the road to bethlehem crosses
MR er end of the valley of hinnomupp

railway station to the righthoming the
aadsad the hill of evil council

of this hill com-

mands
the topto the leftgood view of jerusalem andIa there are some ruinssurroundings which traditionally arethe wllhillon

called the country house of caiaphas
but may be simply the remnants of

village A short distancearabianan is shown the tree onsouthto mehe judas is said to have hanged
which
himself continuing the journey I1

elevated plain extending to-
ward
creso oed an

the south it is called bekaan
supposed to be identical withand is

the galley of rephraimRephaim through which
the boundary of judah and benjamin

josh 15 8 etc the philistinesran frequently encamped in Xthishis val-
ley
were

and here they were defeated by
david 2 sam 5 18 etc several
villages are seen to the right where

settlement lying on angreekalso a
called karamonKa tamon some dis-

tance
eminence tois said to have been theaway

2 25 fur-
ther
housesouse of simeon luke

on toto the left of the road the
1

traveler sees a cistern which tradi-
tion points out as the well of the magi
bir KathNath isma where the three wise

guiding star matt 2 9 at the south-
ern extremity of the plain of bekaan
the road ascends a hill to the monas-
tery hofmarof mar elyas which is very pleas-
antly located on the saddle of the hill
from which a good view of jerusalem

bethlehem to theto thehe north and
south toois obtained on the left of the

which the holyroadread is a well from
family tois said once to have drank
water beyond the monastery the road
leads to the right skirting a cultivated
valley and the traveler soon reaches
an insignificant building standing on
the right of the road styled the tomb
of ttabeachelchel kubiet rahil the dome
of the tomb closely resembles those of
the innumerable muslim belies or
tombs found in palestine therhe tomb
isin revered by muslims christians and
jews and is much visited by pilgrims
especially jews bedouinsBedouins bring their
dead tto be buried in the adjoining
graveyard in this instance tradition

appears to agree with the bible nar-
rative rachel died on the route to
ephratahEphratah which an old gloss identi-
fies with bethlehem in giving birth
to benjamin and was buried on the
way gen 35 19 throughout the
whole of the christian period the tra-
dition has always attached to the same
spot and for many centuries the sup-
posed tomb was marked by a pyramid
of stones of which the number was
said to be twelve corresponding with
the number of the tribes of israel the
monument appears to hav been altered
in the fifteenth century since which
time it has been repeatedly restoredat rachels tomb the road forkes
taking the left hand one I1 reached
bethlehem after walking about a
mile

on my arrival in bethlehem I1 made
my way through the narrow streets to
the church of st mary also called the
church of the nativity erected over
the traditional birthplace of christ
the church is owned conjointly by thegatins greeks and armeniansArmen ians A
greek servant took me up in the high
tower arising from the roof of the
greek monastery after which a latin
monk who could speak german
guided me through the latin part and
the interesting grottos under the main
floor of the church he also showed
me a very old tree standing in the
monastery yard I1

the tradition which localizes the
birth of christ in a cavern near beth-
lehem extends back as far as the sec-
ond century in a handsome
basilica was erected here by order of
constantine the assertion that the
present church is the original structure
Is based on the simplicity of its style
and the absence of characteristics of
the subsequent era of justinian in
the year 1010 the church Is said to have
miraculously escaped destruction by
moslems under hakim and the
franks whose aid had been invoked
by the christians of bethlehem found
the church uninjured on christmas

I1 day 1101 baldwin was crowned king
here by the crusaders the church

I1 has undergone frequent repairs and
improvements toward the close of the
alth century the turks stripped the
roof of its lead in order to make bul
lets on the occasion of the restora
tion of the church in 1672 the greeks
managed to obtain possession of it j

the gatins who had been excluded
were admitted to a share of the

of the church through the i

intervention of napoleonda III in 1852 I1

on entering the church the visitor tois
struck by the grand simplicity of the
structure the building consists of a
nave and double aisles the floor is
pavepavedd with large slabs of stone the
columns including capitals and bases
are 19 feet high the church tois lighted
only by windows in the upper part of
the wall each window corresponding
to a space between the columns be-
low the great choir tois the crypt of
which the chapel of the nativity is the
mmostoat important part it toIs lighted by
32 lamps which are kept burning night
and day the chapel toIs 40 feet long 12

feet wide and 30 feet high the pave-
ment Is19 of marble and the walls which
are of masonry are lined with marble
under the altar in the recess to the
east a silver star is let into the naveave
ment with the inscription hie de
virgine maria jesus christus natus
est around the recess burn 15 lamps
of which 6 belong to the greeks 56 to
the armeniansArmen ians and 4 to the gatins
this sacred spot was richly
decorated as early as the time of con-
stantinest

opposite the recess of the nativity are
three steps descending to the chapel of
the mongermenger the place of the manager
in which according to tradition christ
was once laid is here represented by a
manger of marble the bottom being
white and the front brown A wax doll

represents the infant the finding of
the genuine manger which was carried
to rome is attributed to the empress
helen in the same chapel to the east
is the altar of adoration of the malmae
belonging to the gatins

i following the subterranean passage
toward the west the visitor observes at
its end a round hole on the right out of
which water is said to have burst forth
for the use of the holy family in the
fifteenth century the absurd tradition
waswaa invented that the star which had
guided the magi fell into this spring in
which none but virgins could see it

passing through a door and turning
to the right we enter a narrow passage
in the rock leading to the chapel cover-
ing the traditionaltraditionaJ spot where joseph
was commanded by the angel to flee
into egypt five steps descend hence
to the chapel of the innocents where
according to tradition herod caused
several children to be slain who hadbeen brought here torfor safety by theirmothers

A rather unpleasant feature of the
church of mary as I1 noticed ttit waswa
the presence of turkish soldiers on
inquiry I1 was informed that a milimilitaryguard was kept here night and day to
insure order and safety to visitors and
local worshippersworshippers the church being
the joint property of three christian
denominations quarrels and differencesdifferenced
often arise which occasionally hame
ended in bloodbloodshedsheo it is to gmarguard
against a repetition or such occurrence
that the turkish guard tois stationed in
the church

after visiting the church of the nat-ivity I1 walked about one and a halfmiles down into a valley lying south-east of bethlehem to visit the so eallen
shepherds field onoia which there laIs a
grotto which has been transformed intoa chapel it belongs to the greeks whohave also quite a handsome church inthe neighboring village of bet bahurwhich is supposed to be the ashur men-
tioned in chronchron 2 24 near by thefield of the shepherds to16 a piece of
land which tradition points out as the
field of boaz connected with the beau-
tiful story of ruth the grotto of theshepherds is situated in the midst of an
enclosed group of olive trees A tra-
dition extending back to the year 70
makes the angels appear to the shep-
herds here porfor centuries a churchand a monastery stood on the spot but
there is no mention of a grotto untilthe crusaders time returning to
bethlehem I1 visited the milk Gratgrottotoororwomanscomans cavern thus named on thestrength of a tradition which allallegedegeo
that the holy family once sought shelteror concealment here and that a drop
of the virgins milk fell on the floor ofthe grotto for many centuries bothchristians and moslems have enter-
tained a superstitious belief that therock of this cavern has the property ofincreasing the milk of women and evenof animals and to this day roundcakes mixed with dust from the rockare sold to pilgrims

in palestine and syriaI1 find the followingf0I1 1ow 1 ng about bethlehem
in the name of this town which inarabic is called bet bahem and hasexisted for thousands of years tois perpenpetua ted a very ancient popular tradi-tion in hebrew the word means theplace of bread or more genegenerallyraily theplace of food and is probably derivedfrom the fact that the region aboutbethlehem has from very remote an-tiquity presented a marked contrast tothe surrounding wilderness the epi-thet of ephratahEphratah micah 5 1 indicatesthe district in which the town layjaybethlehem is the scene of the beautifuladye of the book of ruth which formafoi man introduction to the history of davidand it isin to that monarch who eviesspeciallyally at a later period waslooked upon as an ideal typethat the little town owes itscelebrity and importance lm


