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theme bide fair to continueto be agitat-
ed for a considerable time to come.
One of the leading questions now forced
upon the attention of civilized nations
is: ‘““What shall we do with the mil-
lione of Russinn Jews?!* No adequate
solution has yet been reaghed. Dlvine
Providence will point 1t out when the
proper time approaches,

TAX REDUCTIONS.

THEresolution introduced hy Coun-
cilor R. W. Young before the Board of
Equalization, reducing the eity valu-
ations on real estate twenty per cent,
gives general satlsfaction, as far as it
goes, It will aflord considerable reliel
to the overburdened taxpayers. It was
n good stroke of policy, nnd, more than
that, it was dJdone in the publle in-
terest.

The only objection we have heard
againet it is, not that it js wroog or
unwire, hut that it ip limlted to a
reduction ob realty valuatione, It s
urged that the values placed on
personal property are as excessive
as those on real estate. Merchants,
bankers and others coneider they
have been unjustly asgessed,
and think they are entitled to as much
consideration ue the really owners,
There ia no doubt some ground for this,
and before the matter is finally settled,
it would be well to consider whether
the reduction can be properly extended
to the personalty valuations.

As to the powers of the City Council
in relation to the proposed reductions,
we thiok there is littleground forargu.
ment. The charter givea the CouncH
power to “‘charge the valuation of as-
sessment of any real or personai
property, by increasing or diminishing
the assesged valuation thereof, as shall
be reasonable and just, to render tax-
ation uniform.*

This 13 under the law of 1888. The

City .Attorney was Iin  doubt,
when the resolation was paseed,
how far the Council Was

acting under that law. Buttheoriginal
charter confera simllar if not wider
powere on the Council, stating that
‘‘they shall have power to nlter, add to,
take from and otherwlee correct and

| revise sald assessment roll.»

The ordinance provides that the
City Council, as a Bonrd of Equaliza-
tion, ‘shall have power to determine
all complaints made in regard to the
assesced value of any _property and
may change and correct any valuation,
either by ndding thereto or deducting
therefrom,” This ordinance does not
vxceed the powers given by the charter
or the amendments thereto, and ijt
coveranll complaints and all property,
whether real or personal 4-I¢ the Bonrd

change all, and the object is to make
aspessments not oniy ‘‘uniform?’ but
‘‘rensonnhle and juet.?* If the valua-
tione on personal property, then, nre
unressonable or unpjust, they may be
reduced just the same as the valuaticns
on realty can,

We believe the course pursued by the
bonrd will have a good effect, not only
oo the feelings of the public,but on the
minds of persons who contemplate re-
siding bere or 1nvesting in eity prop-
erty or business interests. Excessive
taxation is not attractive to nny one,Ana
when the few public improvements nre
noted as compared with the tnxes
assesped, it becomes a rtanding notice
to capitalists to be cautivus nnd tight-
en their money bages.

We hope thiz matter of complaint
about the valuations on personal prop-
erty will be carefully weighed Lefore
the Board adjourns, and that puhblic
septlment and the public welfare
wtll receive due consideration. While
the matter iz in hand, justice might
just as well be mnde complete.

LORD SALISBURY’S MESSAGE.,

LoRD SALISBUBY’S message to the
Chinese government is “if you cannot
protect our citizene on your own eoil,
we shall have to come there and do it
for you,** This has a very exalted
| sound of patriotism. But down in the
lower tones, if one olserves right
sharyly, will be detected n good deal of
the straight guttural Lravado which
bhas made John Bull cuspicious among
the nations from the beginning. ° Thys
fact is  no power on eatrth
has been Ltrying harder than
China, during the * pust century to
be  reepectful to foreigmers and
to throw about them itm protectlon.
That mtesionaries to China have been
persecuted has not been through the
will or neglect of the Chinese govern-
ment, The territory of Chipa I8
packed shout as thick as the nation
will hold with a people the most super-
atitious that the earth contains. The
missionnries who go there understand
that fact perfectly, and when they
go there they do it at thelr own risk,
The government can protect them only
within certalo limits, and no govern-
ment on earth could doany better un.
der thecircumstances, as England very
well knows.

We have an example ip thie country,
Indeed right in one of our adjoining
fStates, which is good material on this
point. A few years ago nearly a
whole villnge of Chinese residents
were massacred near Rock Springe, vot
through any Impulse of superstition,
but beenuse the Mongolians were in
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can change ‘any valuation®' it canlthe habit of laboring for lese wages

thanthe white people of that nelghbor-
hood were willing to accept for their
rervices in the same ocoupation, Did
the United Biates government turn in
and hang the mob that did the dastard+
ly deed? Or could it have done ao
without running a great risk of adding
tothe graves which the uffair had
already made, twenly times as many
more? The government did the best
it could under the circumstances. It
appropriated from the public money
a Bum for the henefit of the purvivgre.
The trouble with China and China-
men j& not half so much their ways as
their weakness. If China was ns strong
as Great Britaln, Lord Salisbury would
not discover in the recent persecution
of missionaries there any aflront to hi
government, or any demand for armed
interference to vindicate tbe honor of
Englond, While the Chiness govern-
ment is doing 1ta best to pro.
tect the foreigners who go there it is
doing its full July in the premises.

LABOR CONGRESSES.

NEXT to the excitement in Europe
relating to war, perbaps the labor
questlon engages most attention, Only
a few weeks sgo an International La-
bor Congress was held at Brussels,
Every country In Europe was repre-
sented except Russia and Portugal,
From the United States there were six
delegates. One of these startled the
congress by hie wild utterances. He
hailed from New York. His name
was Sanial. He eaid that ‘“in the
United Btates seventy biliion dollars
was annually stolen from the hnands of
those who produced them. He also
paid that ““misery increhses so Tast Lhat
the !and of the tree and the home of
the brave is in reality a hell,

The totel wealth of the United States
is less than sixty-seven billions; there-
fore Mr. Sanial could not have consid-
ered whut he was talking about, As to
hie statement that the United States
wase o hell upon earth for labor, if it
abtalned credence, it ought to discour-
wge Europenn immigration to some
extent. He wasnotan anarehist, for
delegations from aparchistic societles
were refused sente. But his utterances
would indicate that he |8 one of that
hare-hrained fraternity.

The questions discuseed at Brussels
were [amilinr topics—the eight-hour
day, universal suffrage, the Jewish
question, iabor and militarism, etrikes,
boyeotte, trusts and legislative protee-
tion of Jabor. These are all American
issues as well as Kuropean. They are
not new, Bome of them have been
agitated for theé last hnlf-century.
However, thelr diecussion shows that




