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theme bids fair to continue to be agitat-
ed frfor a considerable time to come
one of the leading questions now forced
upon the attention of civilized nations
Wie what shall we do with the mil-

lions of russianbrusslan jews no adequate
solution has yet been reached divine
providence will point it out when the

i proproperr time approaches

TAX reductions
THE resolution introduced by coun-

cilor BR W young before the board of
equalization reducing the city valu-
ations on real estate twenty per cent
gives general satisfaction as far as it
goes it will afford considerable relief
to the overburdened taxpayers it was
a good stroke of yand more than
that it was done in the public in-

terest
the only objection we have heard

against it is not that it tois wrong or
V unwise but that it tois limited to a

reduction on realty valuations it is
urged that the values placed on
personal property are as excessive
as those on real estate merchants
bankers and others consider they
have been unjustly assessed
and think they are entitled to as much
consideration asan the realty owners
there is no doubt some ground for this
and before the matter is finally settled
itit would be well to consider whether
the redreduction can be properly extended
to thothe valuations

As to the powers of the city council
tnin relation to the proposed reductions
we think there isin little ground for argu-
ment the charter gives the counce
power to charge the valuation of as
leesmentseetes of any real or personal
property by increasing or diminishing
the assessed valuation thereof as shall
be reasonable and just to render tax-
ation uniform 22

it

this iih under the law of 1888 the
city attorneykttorney was in doubt
when the resolution was passed
how far the council was
acting under that law but the original
charter confers similar if not wider
powers on the council stating that

they shall have power to alter add to
take from and otherwise correct and
revise saidmid assessment roll

the ordinance provides that the
city council as a board of equaliza-
tion Ifoshallliall have power to determine
all complaints made in regard to the
assessed value of any property and
waymay change and correct any valuation i
elihereither by adding thereto or deducting

this ordinance does not
exceed the powers given by the charter
or the amendments thereto and it
cocovers all complaints and all property
whether real or01 personal jf the board

2

can change any valuation it can
change all and the object lais to make
assessments not only uniform but

reasonable and just 090 9 if thedevaldakalua
eions on personal property then are
unreasonable or unjust they may be
reduced just the same as the valuations
on realty can

we believe the concourseroe pursued by the
board will have a good effect not only
on the feelings of the public but on the
minds of persons who contemplate re-

siding herebere or investing in city prop
erty or business interests excessive
taxation is not attractive to any oneana
when the few public improvements are
noted as compared with the taxes
agoassessedessed it becomes a standing notice
to capitalists to be cautious and tight-
en their money bags

we hope this matter of complaint
about the valuations on personal prop-

erty will be carefully weighed before
the board adjourns and that public
sentiment and the public welfare
will receive due consideration while
the matter is in haudhand justice might
just as well be madermade complete

LORD SALIS BURYS MESSAGE

LORD SALISSALISBURYBURYS message to the
chinese government is if you cannot
protect our citizens on your own soil
we shall have to come there and do it
for you this has a very exalted
sound of patriotism but down in the
lower tones if one observesvei right
sharysharylely will be detected a good deal of
the straight guttural bravado which
has made john bull suspicious among
the nations from thetee beginning thT
fact is no power on earthearth
has been trying harder than
china during the past century to
be respectful to foreigners anu
to throw about them iteita protection
that missionaries to china have been
persecuted has not been through the
will or neglect of the chinese govern-
ment the territory of china is18

packed about as thick as the nation
will hold with a people the most super

ious that the earth contains the
arles who go there understand

that fact perfectly and when they
go there they do it at their own risk
the government can protect them only
within certain limits and no govern-
ment on earth could do any better un-

der thecircumstances as england very
well knows

we have an example in this country
indeed right in one of our adadjoiningloining
states which is good material on this
point A few years ago nearly a
whole village of chinese residents
were massacred near rockbock springs not
through any impulse of superstition
but because the mongoliansMongolians were jn

the habit of laboring for less wagesaps
than the white people of that neighbor
hood were willing to accept for their
services in the same occupation did
the united states government turn in
and hang the mob that did the dastard
lylydeendeed or could it have done ao
without running a great risk of adding
to the graves which the affair had
already made twenty times as many
more the government did the best
it could under the circumstances it
appropriated from the public money
a sum for the benefit of the survivors

the trouble with china and
tois not half so much their ways asaa

their weakness if china was asaa strong
as great britain lord salisbury would
not discover in the recent persecution
of missionaries there any affront to hi
government or any demand for armed
interference to vindicate the honor of
england while the chinese govern
ment isia doing its bestbeat to pro-
tect the foreigners who go there it isia
doing its full duty in the premises

LABOR congresses

NEXT to the excitement in europe
relating to war perhaps the labor
question engages most attention only
a few weeks ago an international la-
bor congress was held at brussels
every country in europe was repre-
sented except russia and portugal
from the united states there were six
delegates one of these startled the
ioncongressgriss by his wild utterances he
hailed from new york his name
was he said that acinin the
united states seventy billion dollars
was annually stolen from the hands of
those who produced them he also
said that misery increases so fast that
the land of the free and the home of
the brave is in reality a hell

the total wealthof the united states
is less than sixty seven billions there-
fore mr could not have consid-
ered what he was talking about As to
his statement that the united states
was a hell upon earth for labor if it
obtained credence it ought to discour-
age european immigration to some
extent he was ntnot an anarchist for
delegations from anarchistic societiesbocie ties
were refused seats but his utterances
would indicate that he is one of that
harebrainedhare brained fraternity

the questions discussed at brussels
were familiar topics the eight hour
day universal suffrage the jewish
question labor and militarismarism strikes
boycotts trusts and legislative protec-
tion of labor thesetheme are all american
issues as well as european they are
not new some of them have been
agitated for the last half century
however their discussion showsshown that


