THE DESERET WEEEKLY.

CORRESPONDENCE.

Fritien for this Paper.

IN THE ANTIPODES.

The annual conference nf the Auas-
tralasian mission was held vn Aprl)
6th, 7th and 8th, 1894,at Walwhara, Te
Mahia, New Zealand. The followlng
named brethren from Zion were pres-
ent, viz., President Willlam Gardner,
Elders Wesiey Gibson, William Doug-
las, L. C. Rasmussen, B. Goddard,
James E. Fisher, C, B. Bartlett, W, F.
Nebeker, Joseph O. Jorgensen, M. C.
Nielwen, L.. G. Hoagland, B. H. Hol-
lingworth, Edgar Best, George Bowles,
James Barrow, R. E, Seott,J. Johnson,
C.H. Embley, T, J. \Brien, J. C.
Allen, L. Bradford, R. L. Bird, D. H.
Pack:rd and H, C. Jex, Brother C,
Hardy, president of the Awuckjand
branch, was present.

Conference was cailed to order by
the president of the mission at 10 a.m.,
and opened with singing hymn 156;
prayer by Elder William Douglas, anu
bywmn 80,

Preaiuent (Gardner greeted the Baints
and Elders who hau aessembled 1rom
various parls ot the 18lands to worship
@God. He relerred tu his recent ap-
pointment and his feeilngs in assum-
ing the responsihiities o! such a
position, He spoke upobs his early
experiences in New Zesland, when
laboring in Waikato some years
ago, ahbd the changes that had
taken place singe then; was pleased to
see the apirit of love anrd ubiou mani-
ferted at the opening of conference,
and earnestly exhorted the Baints to
Jive righteous and upright lives that
they might receive the blessings prom-
isea to them,

Eider L., ., Rasmussen, president
of the Tauranga conference, alter yiv-
ing u briel report of thai dlstries, sus-
tained the counsel given by Kider
Garuner., He testified that, after many
years uf slander, misteprerentation and
persecution, the tlde had turneu in
favor of the Laiter-uay Baiute. The
work of God i8 spreading and the
power ol the adversary has been weak-
ened., He testified to the fulfillment
ol prophecy iu the establishment of
the trie Cburch ol God in the latter
aaye, Daniel’sinterpretation of Nebu-
chadnezzar’s dream was cleariy ex-
plained, and its literal fultiiiment was
traced through the rise and fall ot
empites, unill God estabtished Hie
{bhurch by ulrect revelatien through
Joseph 8mith the Prophet.

Eluer William Douglas reported the
goou conditlen of Te Muhia conlerence,
in which were seven branches of the
Churceh, most  of which were
in excellent working oruer. tnp-
ergetic eflorts bad veen made 1n
preaghing the Gospel unto the outsid-
ers, wany uf Woum Werte very friendly
while oiners would pot listen to the
warning messsge, The prevalent evila

amohigs the Maori people were com-

uented upvn, and the Baints were
earnestly urged to forsake all evll and
live exemplary lives.

Hirini Whanngn,a uative Elder and
iufluentia) chie!, aiso bore his testimony
to the Guspel anu tue faithful iabors v
the Elders cf lsrael amung his people.

The first meetlng of conference

[oloaed by sloging hymn 105; prayer by

Elder L. G. Hoagland.

| The afternoon meeting commenced
at 2 p.m, The congregation joined in

islnging hymn 40; prayer by Elder Te
Kepa, of Muriwa); hyrnan 166,

Elder Wealey Qivscn, president of
Hawkes Bay cunference, reported the
condition of the Baints; refoiced that
many of the weak branches had been
strengthened and that the members
weoere Increasiog in brotherly love fur
each other. He commenteu at some
length on Peul’s counsel to the
Hebrews (Heb. vi, 1, 2}, showing
that the same principles were
now being taught Jp all the
world hy the servants of God, Latter-
day Saints belleved and accepted there
doctrines, abd must sacredly observe
their covenants in order to bie saved in
the celestial Eingdom of our Father.
He earnestly pleaded with the Maori
mewbers to observe the words of the
A postle Peter (LI Peter i: 5, 8, 7), that
orotherly kindness, virtue, knowledge,
and Chtistian charily may characterize
shetr daily lives.

Eluer 1.. G. Hoagland expreseed his
joy In histening unte the words of the
servants of God, and testified that the
Church of Jesus Corist. restored ip
the latter uays, was the true Church of
(God, The conierence of Wairarapa,
over whicn he presldes, was siated to
be in a favarable condltion, thuugh the
branches had been uiminished through
many of the members muving into
other parts of the confersnce. He gave
a good explanation of the parable of
the ten talents, and closed bis remarks
hy urging the Baintsto be alive to every
duty.

Eider B. H. Hollingworth ezpressed
his gratitude in belng privileged to
labor amongat the Maori people, who
were ol the geed of Abraham. His
iove for them was great op accouul
0i theit klndness to the Liliders
irom Zion. He represented the
Ngapuhi or Whangarei conference,
where he observed that the Haints
were improving In knowledge each
mvnth, and the Elders were cunstantly
baptising pew members, There are
seven branches under his jurisdiction,
He earnestly desireu that the spirit of
God may be pnoured out upon all His

Saints and testified to the saving
power of the Gospe) of Chriet,

After a few remarks bhy Hoanl
Tautahi, a native Eluer from

Nygupuhl, the meeting was uismissel
with singlog bymn 117. Prayer by
Elder Fisher.

An evening meeting wss held, com-
mencing st 7 o’clock, which was
opevned with singing, “O My Father,*!
to Zion's bew aud favorlte tune; prayer
by ilder Te Wirihana; hymn 33,

Elder Jus, Jorge:.sen, alter giving a
favorable report of the Baints residing
in the Waiapu conference, apoke upon
the duties of the members and the
neceegity of obsarving t.e cuunsel
ygiven by the FKiders of Isrmei, He
teslified to the joy always experlenced
in meeting in these annual sonferences.

Eider C. B, Bartlett addressed the
couference and reported the Bay of
Islande district, over whick he pre-
sidee. He spoke encouraglogly of the

Baints living in that partof the vipe.
yard, where eleven branches of the
Church were orgrnized. He bore »
faithful testimony to the divine mis.
slon of Joseph Bmith, who had re.
ceived revelstions from heaven ip
these days for the guidance of (Jod's
peonle, The preclious truths- of the
Gospel were commented Upon, and the
Baints were counselled to reslst the
temptation of Batah, that they might
receive eternal life In the presence of
Goa,

Ngawaea Poipoi, a native Ejder
from Te Mahia {our Maori orator), wag
listened Lo with breathless interest, ag
he fuently reviewed the hlalory' of
Lehbi and.his sons, showing how the
Maorjs inherited the dark skin through
the disonedience of their angestora,
This wustive Demosthenes most e]g.
queotly portrayed the Gospel plan of
salvation, and with appropriste gos.
tures, he forcibly emphssized these
:aving principles and urged sll his
people to render obedience tv the laws
of God,

Elder James Barrow, Arapata Neha
and Wita Rewsarewa aleo addressed
the meeting, which was brought to g
clcse by sinving the hymn oo page 164
““We thak Thee,O God, for a Prophet "
Prayet by Nikero Te Koro. :

Toe second day’s conference wag
opened at 10 5. m., on Baturday, A prj)
7,by singing bymn 22; prayer by Klder
Rasinussen; hymn 24.

Elder Jumes E. Fisher, president of
the Poverty Bay district, stated thag
the four branches in his Conference
were doing well, and jthe presidents of
the same were 8live to their dutjes
He guve suitable counsel to the mem.
bers aseembled in conference, and de-
sired that all would be strong in mag-
nifying their callings.

Elder George Bowles felt well
for his long and tedious journey o
horseback to the conlerence. “Fg);
exceedingly thunkful for all the hlegs.
ings enjoyed by the children ot Glod
He dweit upon Paul’s declaratjon.
“One faith, one Lord, obe baptiam s
contrastiug it with the teachingg’or
modern Christianity. He spoke upon
the necevesity of entering in at tpe
straight gate ava walking 1n the nap-
low way toetsrnal lite,

Elder Joun Jubhnson was the gp)
tepresentative from the Bouth Islapnd
but he stated that the members there
were rejoicing 1m the spirit of the
Gospel. The Bainte were not absent
from the conference through indifter-
ence, hut thegreat distance rendered ji
Impossible for them to attend, A
spirit of earnesl inquity was pow
manifesied amongst the Kuropeaps ip
Walan distzletand every opportunity
in takean lo proclaim unto them the
Gospel message, He urged all to geek
for the Bpirit ol QGod to lead into a)]
ttuth, stating that it was necessary to
tive pureand rlghteous lives to retain
that Bpirit with ue,

Rangitere and Hirapaea, two native
Elders, then addressed the Saints,atter
which the congregalisn savyg bymn
152; prayer by Rang Kawea.

The aftetnoon meeling commenced
promptly aj the usual hour, with sipe.
ing hymno 1i5; prayer by Iharalire
Wenikare; hymnp 93,

Elder M, ©. Nielson greeled the
Saints in the name of the Lioid Jesya
and, while associaling with such a large
number of members 1n conference, he

pald



