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1 HAVE taken
a run from
china to co
rea and it
took me three
daysd a y s to go

tsin
to the harbor
of
I1 was ground-
ed for a time
on the
river and had
a rough voy-
age over the

sea but I1 am now in the biggest

4 sf of this wonderful kingdom and I1

awsm surrounded
i by the queerest sights

fad the strangest people on the face of

tte globe I1 found the harbor of che
fittedfilled with gunboatsgun boats and after

tailing up the riverrive r han I1 was met
about tourfour miles from the city with a
abwsw from the american legation which
was carriedirrie by four comeans and which
wasiw guarded by soldiers it was in this

40way I1 cathecame into the city of seoul I1

PIedithe gates without trouble and I1
home in this coreanamlowM now almost at

world I1 navehave a most efficient inter
terer whom I1 call gen pak he

emescomes of one of the oldest families of
this country and his grandfather was a
mg magistratenagistrate he has as much cheek

aisar a nenevar york plumber and he would
4 hakeae a good newspaper reporter gen
cdgreathouseouse the american adviser to
ahehe king has loaned him to me during
stylay stay he is the confidential inter

of the general and he will ac
me in my tour over corea

fie a such an aristocratic looking man
that I1 always feel out of place when I1

4ak him to do anything torfor me he is
Awarbetterbetter dressed than I1 am his brand

hair hat I1 venture cost 15

A ui this Lsis tied on under hihis chinschin with
of black prosgros grain silk he

alfea gownown of the most delicate sky
ue thisis reaches from his neck to
hisie eL it is tied at the waist with a
purplele silk cord and the sleeves of it
aadea pockets inin them so large that theythe
would hold a baby he speaks englishenglis
veiling and he is an invaluable man in
these troublous times with him and a
couple of soldiers or keroes I1 feel quite
amafe 1I usually ride in a chair borne on
thew shouldersshoulder of four men in uniform

me the soldiers trot along at my side
I1 sometimes think that pak is ashamedas amed
ame or that he thinks he ought to be
aiding too he generally walks about
teapen feet in advance or that much in the
cearand swings himself along as though
hofere a gentleman of leisure if there
areadyare any other corean nobles about I1
cant get him to help the photographer
osadom ariy sortson of manual labor this
awa be beneath him he is very par
aguiar about my carrying anything and

we have to take an extra coolie along
for this purpose

I1 have also a corean artist with me
and strange as it may seem I1 am getting
some very fine pictures made of corean
types andand scenes by this man repaintshe paints
as well as sketches and is considered
the finest artist of the kingdom he is
a noble and it is hard to get him to do
work quickly but his pictures are true
to life although they seem strange to
american eyes he sketched one of
my soldiers for me today and also made
some pictures of the rebels who are
making such a trouble here he gave
me a picture of an official on his way to
the palace I1 saw the fellow going past
the door and asked him to sketch him
the official was dressed in a long green
gown with official boots of black cloth
peeping from under its hem he had a
geatgreat belly band decorated with gold
tickingsticking out from hisbis waist and his
horsehairhorse hair cap had huge wings fastened
to its back personifying ears and de-
noting that he was always ready to
listen to the comanda of the kkingin he
sat in a chair upon a leopard skin and
two corean coolies in uniform took
him along on the dead run while his
servant ran by his side behind him
came one of the kings officials possibly
a general of the army from the country
he had amber beads around his neck
a bow in one hand and a quiver orof
arrows at his back while other arrows
were fastened to the crown of his hat
the comeans are good shots and thethey
still stick to the bow and arrow boboth9
lorfor amusement and to a certain extent
for war theU kings troops are armed
with modernmodem guns but manmanyy of the
rebels have bows and not a few of them
carried tridents

and this brings me to the rebellion
it is a mighty big story and it is hard
to handle it in a newspaper letter I1
am told by those closest to the king
that the rebels did not intend to fight
against his majesty at all they only
took up arms to oust the officials of
their provinces they have been ter-
ribly oppressed offices have been sold
for years and of late years the prices of
the offices have gone up and the tenure
of office has been shortened there is
one man here who has had this matter
in charge who is worth many millions
of dollars today he was a poor man
ten years ago and his fortune has been
made by squeezing the officials have
had to pay so much for offices that they
have overtaxed the people to get the
money back and they have oppressed
them to such an extent that starvation
stared them in the face had the king
let them alone and not come to the
support of his officials there would have
been no rebellion against him he
sent however his troops out to punish
them the rebels defeated the troops
and the king asked the chinese for some
soldiers to help him put down the
trouble the japanese also sent sol-
diers and this walled city of seoul now
swarms with armed men there are
guards everywhere the f law against
men going out at night is strictly en-
forced and anyone but a foreigner
found wandering about the streets is

liable to arrest the gates are carefullycarefully
guarded and the walls are watched
the jajapanese have a large camp at the
pass ofof the mountains between here and
the port of and every one is
excited and alarmed as to the possibil-
ities of a war not only between the
king and hihisP rebellious subjectsb acts but
between china and jappjapan wethe chi-
nese and japanese soldiers are by no
means friendly to one another and thedie
japanese are ready and anxiousanxious for a
pretext to fight the baltimore is
still in the harbor of chamul boandand our
marines are ready to march from there
at a moments notice to protect our
legation and the missionaries the
koreans to a large extent look upon the
matter as a great joke they walk
aboutabout in their fine white gowns smok-
ing pippipes as long as themselves and
laughing under their big black hats at
the queer figures which the chinese and
japanese soldiers make they go by
thousands to the camp and they do not
seem to realize that the very existence
otof their government is threatened the
king however understands it very well
he is terribly alarmed and he counsels
with his officials night alterafter night under
the electric lights of the balacepalace he
does no work whatever in thee daytime
and there is a rumor that he fears assas-
sinationsi and that he likes no dark cor-
ners in his palace his troops have
shown themselves unable to cope with
the rebels among his own people to
say nothing of the chinese and japan-
ese they have been defeated severalbeverl
timesimes and they are largely outnumbered
byy the forces of japan and china which
are now on corean soil the kings
army consists all told ofnot more than
eight thousand troops some of these
are well armed and a number have
been trained by the american officers
who camecama over he to organize the armyanny
ofdf these all have leitleft except gen wmwin
aceace dye who has been more of an
instructor than a commander but the
officers are generally comeansCoreans and they
are not fit to fight the more experienced
leadsheads of the foreign troops

in the meantime the king is under
thebe control of the chinese and all in-

formationor which is sent out from here
by the Corecomeansafis is dictated by the chi-
nese corea has claimed to be inde-
pendent for some time but she is really
under chinascainas thumb and when I1lii
lunghung chang of the chinese empire

pulls the string she is compelled to
lancedance I1 cant give in a few words my

reason for this statement I1 mitymay write
of it later there is no doubt however
of the fact the calling in of the chi-
nese troops without askingapking the consent
of japan wapwa contrary to the terms of
the treaty which exists between china
and japan the japanese naturally
were angry they have large colonies
at the port of on the yellow
sea jensan on the west coast fusan
on the south coast and here in seoul as
well they own a great deal of prop-
erty and they are the leading foreign
nation in corea they will not permit
china to have this peninsula and it itis
bynoby no means uncertain that there may
not be a war between china and japan
on corean soil ththisis land has been
the fighting ground of these two nations
in times past and if a war occurs now
it will be the bloodiest of asiatic his-
tory the comeans have a few gatling
guns and some cannons the japanese


