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have had no use for Brother Maerrill,
for Brother KEdlefsen, for Brother
Roskelley,for Brother Leighman, or for
any of the men in -this .temple at
Logan; for all ordinances would be
stopped throughout the land of Zion,
Confusion would reign throughout
Inrael, and many men would be made
priconers. This trouble would have
come upon the whole Church, and we
should have been compelled to stop the
practice. Now, the question Is,
whether It should be stopped in thie
mnanner, or in the way the Lord has
manifested to us, and leave our
Propheis and Apostiea and fathers free
men, and the temples in the bands of
the people, so that the dead may be re-
deemed, A large number has already
been delivered from the prison house
in the spirit world by this people, and
ehallthe work go on or atop? This is
the question I lay before the Latter-day
Baints. You have to judge for your-
selves. 1 want you to apswer it for
i’ouraelves. I shall not answer it; but

say to you thatthat is exactly the
condition we as & people would bhave
been in had we not taken thecourse we
have.

[ knnw there are a good many men,
and probably some leading men, In this
Church who have been tried and feit
as though Preslident Woodruff' had lost
the Bpirit of God and was about to
apostatize, Now, I want you to under-
stand that he has not loat the Spirit,
nor is he about to apostatlze. The Liord
is with bim, and with this people. He
has told me exscily what to do, and
what the result would be if we did not
do it. 1 have been culled upon by friends
putside of the Church aud urged to take
some steps With regard to this matter.
They knew the course which the Gov-
érument were Jetermined to take. This
feeling has alau been manifested more
or less by members of the Church, I
saw exactly what would coine to pass
if there was not something dome. 1

bave had this spirit ugon me
for 5 long time. ut want
to psay thim I should have let

all the templens go out of our hands; I
should have gons to prison myself,and
let every other man go there, had
not the (God of heaven commanded me
to do what I did do; and when the
hour came that 1 was commanded to
do that, it was all clear to me. I went
before the Liord, and I wrote what the
Lord told me to write. 1 lald it hefore
my brethren—such strong men as
Brother Geo. . Cnnnon, Biother Jys.
F, 8mith, and the Twelve A postles. I
might as well undertake to turn an
army with banners out of its course ae
to turn them out of a course that they
considered to be right. These men
agreed with me, aud ten thousand
Latter-day Baints also agreed with me.
Why? Because they were moved upon
- hy the Spirit of God and by the revela-
tione of Jesus Christ to do it.

I leavethis with you, for you tocon-
template and consider. The Lord is
at work with us. He is doing things
here that you do net comprehend.

Make these matters a subject of
prayer. Do not worry; do not feel bad
about them.

1 rejoice thnt God has revealed to us
the gospel. 1 rejeoice Ilive ina day
and generation when we have the
Church ¢f God on the earth. We
have had prophets and aposties among
us. They have worked here in the

flesh and saved many souls. They
hnve died and gone to the spirit world.
Joseph Bmith holds the keys of this
dispensation. He will bold them to
the endless ages of eternity, no matter
who may lead the Church after him,
The Lord has given us power to come
here and build temples. We bave
three temples erected in these moun-
taines, and many of the dend have been
redeemed in them, and they will have
a ypart in the first resurrection. There-
fore, we ought to be thankful to the
Lord. We want to continue inthese
temples. We want them to be oc-
cupfed by the Latter-day Sainta.
We want our brethren and sisters t»
continue to go there and redeem the
dead and bless the living. The Lord
will take care of you and your families.
He will take care of Zlon, and of thils
zeneration, and He will .fulfll all that
He has eaid.

I say, God bless you., And He will
bless you if you will hearken to His
counsels.

I want the Latter.-day Snints to stop
murmuring and complaining at the
providence of God, Trust In God.
Do your duty. Remember your
prayers. Get faith In the Lord, and
take hold and bufld up Zion. All
will be right. The Lord is going to
vigit His people, and He is going to
cut His work short 1n rightecusness,
teat no flesh should besaved. T sny to
you, wateh the signe of the times, and
prepars yourselves for that which is to
come. (lod bless you. Amen.
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THE LATE ELDER P. 0. THOMASSEN

Elder Peter Ola! Thomassen, who
departed this life at his residence in
the Eighteenth warl, this clty, on
Wednpesday, October 28, 1891, was
born in Drammen, Nerway, August
29, 1886. While guile a youth he
bhappened to hoar a sermon preached
by Elder Canute Peterson (now the
president of the SBunpete Btake of Zion),
who at that tizue labored in Norway as
vne of the two first Utah E'ders who
preach®d the Gospel in that country,
He and C. C. A. Christensen,
the well-known poet and artist,
introduced the fulness of the Gospel
into Christlania, the capital of Nor-
wny, where young P, O, Thomassen
wag then employed. Beling rather re-
ligiously inclined through the early
impressions made upon him by a good
and pious mother, he was at once deep-
ly impresped with the Bible doctrines
advanced by KElders Petersen and
Christensen, which soon ripened into
full conviction under the further teach-
ings of Elder Carl Widerbory, by
whom he wae baptized June 8, 1854,
In April, 1856, he wns called
by Hector C. Haight, who then
presided over the Beandinavian mis-
sion, to assist Elder Widerborg in the
Church publishing department at Co-
penhagen, Denmark. Here he remained
seven years, iaboring as traneiaior and
aspistant editor of Sktandéingvien
Stjerne, and other publications. April
23, 1863, he left Denmark to emigrate
to Utah, crossing the Atlantic in the
ship‘*John J. Boyd,?’ and the plainsin
Captain Peter Nebeker’s ox train, in
which Elder Thomassen drove nn ox
teamn all the way across the plains.
He arrived In Salt Lake ity Beptem-
ber 25, 1883, and from that time until

his demise his home has beepn j
clg. en in this

esponding to a call of the
Presidency of the Church, he leff‘.ilﬁ:
mouninin home May 17, 1870, to #} g
mission to Beandinavia, and on arrival
at Copenhagen, Denmark, he was
again assigned to the editorinl and
publishing department of the mission
whers he then labored two years and ;;
balf. Hearrived home from this min-
pion Bept. 26, 1872. Boon after his re-
turn he was employed hy the Utah
Central Rallroad Company, end re.
mained with that company untj) » few
mc]:gnl:ihs aTgho. i

er Thomassen was the e

publisher of the Arst perlod?J:‘lnea\ie
published im WUtah in 4 forelgn
langunge, namely the Utah Pogey
which firet made Its appearance Dec,
20, 1873, edited 1n the Danish.Nor.
weglan tongue. But owing to dull
times nnd the almost total abwepce of
money in the Territory, Elder Thg.
maessen was forced to suspend publica-
tion on the 5th of September follow-
ing. In 1885, for severn]l monthg he
mAnaged the editorial department of
Diluben,  published and  owned
by A. W. Winberg, and ip Bep.
tember of the same year he becmjfa
editor of Svensia Harolden, g week]
newepaper started by 8 Bwedigh pub-
lishing company in Balt Lake Cit
four monthe previous. In order t'z
perform the editorial labors conpeeted
with these positions, and nt the 8B Me
time fill his positlon as clerk ip the
employ of the rallway company, he
had to work much at night.  In jupe
| Iast be purchased the ‘uben of its
former ow ner, and from that time ut-
til his death he iabored assig uously to
u:ﬂkeihls paper s success, and among
other improvements mad
| its size, g ° heediii

During many years of his e
Elder Thomagsen labored zea?;u:lrylgg
the development of harmony slnging
in the meetlngs of the Baints
both in Beandinavia and Utab, snd in
bis ieisure hours he copied t.h,ouannda
of songe and distributed (hem through
the conferences In Denmark, Norway
and Bweden; and when Buitable pieces
could not be found to certaln popular
melodies, he wot'd ¢ompose hymns
himsell—a fact of which the jater edi-
tione of the Liatter-day Baints? Danish-
Norwegian hymn book bear ample
proof. Thus thelastedition of the book
named containg sixteen of his original
bymne, besides quite a number which
he translated fizom English,

At the time of his death Elder
Thomassen wns 8 member of the thir-
teenth quorum of Beventies,
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SOUTH CAROLINA CONFERENCE.

This Conference convened at Pacolet
%grlngs, 8partanburg county, Bouth

roline, on Oct. 24th and 25th. The
misplonaries present were: J. G.
Kimball (president of the Bouthern
States missidn), C. F. Emery (presl-
dent of Bouth Carollna conference),
and traveling Elders H. B. Tanner,
D. F. Tanner, H. 8, Phelps, J. 8. Lee,
D, 8. Wallace, H. Wallace, Richard
Parker and W. H. Allen.

A Priesthood meeting was held on
Baturday morping. The Elders pre-




