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THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

THE SURE WORD OF PROPHECY.

it 1a ot inapptopriaie ai this time to
oall the attention of the Latter-day
Baints to the well known and most re-
markable predietion ‘given Lthrough
Joseph the Prophet concerning the
disturbances to be expected before the
copsummation of the present era. The
prediction referred to is that conteined
in the 87th seclion, Doctripe and
Covenants. The Heer first depicts the
awful convulsion of this nation, termi-
nating in the ‘“‘death and misery of
many  souls.?’ But this war
was only the beginoing of a
series of disasters of a similar kiod,
for “the days will come,”” he saye,
“‘that war will be poured out upon atl
natione, beginniug at that place,”
Thus far the words of prophecy relat-
inyg to this subject are perfeclly clear,
Viewing them in the lizht of history,
we cal not iail to pergeive their literal
fulfilment in every particular; por can
it be denied that the great SBeer of this
age, for clearness of prophetic vision
apd perception of detalls of history to
him still foture, ranks among the fore-
most Prophets seni to map by the
Almighty,

But of the latter part of this predic-
tion there 18 evidenily something
which {8 not yet completely fulfiiled.
We read’

And it shall come to pass, after many
daye, slaves shall rise up against their
masters, who shall be marshalled and
disciplined for war. And it shall come to
pass also, that the rempant who are left
-of the land will marshal themeselves, and
sball become exceeding angry, and ahall
vex the Gentiles with a sore vexation.

Now,if part of thia propbecy has had
ite fulfilment in the War of the Re-
bellfon, it is slmoat universslly under-
#tood that there are other parts of the
prediction etill to come to pass. Thete is
8 sertes of events that are distinguished
irom that wat as something which will
take place “‘alter many Jdays.” It is
true, the slaves a8 well as their masters
were marshalled and disgiplined for
war; but there Is evidently something
more, even of that, to expect. In this
connegtion, and in view of the receut
marshalling and disciplining ¢fanarmy
calling iteelf “!ind wstrial,’” an observant
and studious friend ventures the sug-
geostion that the term “glaves,”
alihough primarily applying to the
Alfrican race in the South, may
admil, like g0 many other prophetical
¢Xpresgions, of A metaphorical use;
why may it not, in  short,
find application, in a metaphorical
sepnee, to tbe Ilaborling claseer? Our
triend argues: The approptiateness of
such metaphor cannot be questioned
when it is remembered that the work-
Ing men themselves in their coutre-
versy with their sp-called ““oppressors®®
often represent their condition as
*‘white slavery’”” and tbempeelves as
*‘glaves.” Terms like these have Da-
¢nIne plmost & mniveraal battle cry.

Without assuming the correctness of
this interpretation, the prophetical
passage Under consideration may safe-
iy be ocalled a forecast of impending
troubles in whicb the Iabor agitation
may and doubtless will play an im-

portant part, followed by or perhaps
colemporaneous with agitations among
the Indians, of & serlous nature. But
this is not all. For to the calamities
oginternal contention among the na.
tions of the earth shall be added
those of famine, plague and
eartbquakes, and thunder and storms,
until tne natlons shall feel the chasten-
ing hand of the Alwighty. And all
this is, according to pruphecy, in con-
sequence of the innocent blood that
bhaes flowed on earth, and whigh, likxe
thai of Abel of old, 18 crying Lo 1he
Lord of Babaoth for vengeance.

The present movements amone the
industrial ciasses of Lhe civillzel
patione point to a speedy futfilment
of many of the predictivns ot Joseph
the Prophet. Even tbhe world uow
can see dangerabesd. Master Work-
man Boyvereign says the Coxey agita-
tion is the foreboding wt a revelution,
and hecompares it tu the insurrection
of Juhno Browa previous to the Rebel-
lion, an opinion which is abared by
others. Fear for what may 8soon
trapspire has seized many a brave
heart. In connection with this sub-
ject it is well worth noticing that the
question has been aprung to call repre-
sentatives of the vatious iabor orzaniza-
tions together in & geueral conference
for the purpose of diseussing the prac-
ticability of cousplidating the varivas
interests, a0 as to enahle them to pre-

sent & solid front notonly against em-

ployers, but also sgainst legislatora
sl over the country. Surely these
portentous events would seem to ba
leading to the remaining great occur-

rences whioh were foretoid by the Beer

more than half a century.ago.

To the Saints these things are most
gignificant. The Bainte shall he tue
only people motat war one with an.
other, Among them the conditions of
the world do pot prevall and canonot
prevail salgng an they are adoering to
the commandments of Ged. Thelr
misalon is one of peace and thelr whole
interest in centered in the salvation of
mankind. They are commanded to bs
faithful ia this work while destruction
is sweepivg the earth, ‘*Wherefore
gtund ye in holy placer, and be not
moved, until the uvay of the Lord
come; fur hehold it cometh gquickly,
saith the Lord.””? Andin as much as
they will adhere to this with all their
hearts,they shall gertaiuly be preserved
in times of peril and obtain fipai vie-
tory, to the honor and glury of the
great Captain of their salvation. And
in the meantime they will give heed
to the sure word of prophecy as anto a
lizht that shineth in a dark place,
untii the day dawns and the day-star
arises.

ELDERS EXPELLED FROM PRUSSIA.

Thbe latest issue of the Millennial Star
which has come to hand—the number
for Aprll 9—ocontains extracts from
letiers written by President J. H.
fBtocker and Elder Vetterli of the Swiss

and German mission regarding the
expulsion of two of our mlssionarias
from the kingdom of Pruesia. Bome
days ago the NEwS nofed ap item in

|

an exchange wherein the statement
was made that North Germany had
recently impoted the penalty of banigh-
ment upou Latter-day Saint Elgers,
At the time we observed that, agcorg-
ing to Informatlon received,such action
bad been taken by the authorities jp

Lorraine, 1he province wgp hy
the German empire from the
Frenoch; but =88 0o news of

like character had come from Pryspig
we tbought it probable that a geograph-
ical misteke had been made ip gpe
name of the countty which pud jm.
posed the edict. It now appears that
our colernporary was right; it wag the
Sitesian province of Prussia that dig
the expelling. From the Jettera abpve
teferred to ibe foliowing extract ig
taken:

There is quite aD uproar at Sorau, Pryg.
sia, at present. Elders Vetterli and Bij.
leter have been banished froin (he King-
dum aud their banishment placed oa the
passports. Broibher Vetterli way biddine
Lhe Saints farewell in the branch and
rewarced on Lhe evening of March 2], 4
surpri-e awailed him 1o the shape of ap
invitation to go before the police, and a
newpdper annoubcement thas the ““Mgp-
rnon Elders” had been banished Irom

Prussia. The following da th
went Lo the court houss, 4 whe?:;
they were intormed of their bap.

ishment and lhat they would have to
leave within cight days. They pleadad
their cause, but without avajl, They
spoke of Elder Weiler, who was ypaple
to epeak the language, but were told to
take him along of babishment woylg
joilow. The order for banishment pame
from Frankfort on the Oder. It was
indeed A surprise to the Elders, nog only
to be banished,hut to find that the priests
had gained thetr object in expelling
them; and while it Will be hard on the
Baints they teel that the Lord will turp
everything into good. Elder Weiler has
remained temporarlly &t Sorau, byt he
may also be banished.

It was at Borau thatthe late E
David Hoagland Canoen pa:g:ﬁ
his laat dayson earth; it wag there
he dJied. - But the work which
he war Instramental in beginning
in that vicloity did oot stvo with him
An Elder who Iately returpned froui
the HBwiss and German misgiop and
who had excellent opportunities of
information, made the statement thgt
in thig very branch of Borau there had
been mote accessions to the Churgh
thaninasny other branchiaf the missi,n,
if not more, Jndeed, than in any other
branch In Europe. In view of this
condition, it is essy to understand the
uproar of the opposition and the expul-
sion of the Elders. The adversary Ia
not asleep, and he R1wWays acts in thias
way when the power ot light geema to
he preparing to make great head way.

MEXICAN COLON IZATION.

Periodically there isan agitation by
the newspapers of the country regard-
ing & proposed exodus of the Mormons
from the United Btates to Mexico.
This has occurred so frequently that it
might ve thought no one would be de-
¢elved by the statements made, for the
Mormons are yet living in these val-
leys, with no indicatione or intention
of moving. The agitatlons referred to
are generally chargeable to tnterested
parties in Mexico, who have gsecured
land grants on condition that they
vring io a certain number of colonists,



