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: ' About four years after, on the|States, being commanded to go|dwellings,improvementsandlands,| A provisional state government
HlStOl‘Y &Ild *Doctrmes Of evening of the 21st of Sei:rtember, twn'b} two, preaching, baptizing, | owned ;r these suffering exiles, | was formed, a constitution framed,
the Latter-da Sﬂ.iﬂtﬁ 1823, while engaged in prayer, it |aad confirming, until the ahnulti were forcibly taken possession of,|and application made to the gene-
Y : pleased God to rend an holy angel | arrive in Jackson county, Missouri, | and are still océupied g these pub- | ral Government for admission into
to him. The brightness of the| where they should rveceive further|lic robbers and their descendants, | the Union, This was denied, but

[The following historical sketch
was written by Orson Pratt, Church
Historian, in Dee., 1874, for inser-
' tion in the Universal Cyclopedia.
It is now forwarded for publication
in the NEWS.]

LATTER-DAY SAINTS.— This is

the common name of a religious or-|
ganization, having its origin in the
‘present century. The name, when
stated in full, is, “ The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.”
The Baints believe that this name
was given by divine revelation.

The distinguished individual,
who was the
in laying the foundation of the
Church, was received by its mem-
bers as an inspired prophet, a
chosen seer, a revelator, a trang-
lator of ancient. records, a great
apostle, holding the keys of power
to build up the Kingdom of God on
the earth for the last time, and for
the fulness of times,.

Like Samuel of old, Joseph
Smith, Jr., was called in his child-
hood, while his mind was yet un-
warped by the false theories, tradi-
tions and creeds of uninspired men;
he was called to de a work, marvel-
ous in its nature and wonderful in
its results. A biographical sketch
of one so erdeared to the Saints,
and so celebrated in modern times
cannof beuninteresting. Mr. Smith

onored - instrument | P

was born in the town of Sharon,
Windsor County, Vermont, Deec.
23, 1805. When ten years old, his
parents and family moved to Pal-
myra, New York, in the vieinity
of which he resided about eleven
years. During the latter part of
this period, he dwelt in the town
of Manchester. Farming was his
occupation. Hiseducation was very
limited. It is true, he could read
without much difficulty, and write
a very imperfect hand, and had a
slight knowledge of the elementary
rules of arithmetic, but these were
his highest and only scholastic
attainments.

When about fourteen years of age
he began seriously te reflect upon
the necessity of being prepared for
a future state of existence., Seeing
the contentionsamong fhereligious
denominations in his neighborhood
he was at a loss to know which
among them all was the true Chris- *
tian Church. While in this state

of uncertainty, he began to peruse|P

the Scriptures, where he found the
following comforting passage—*If
any of you lack wisdom, let him
ask of God, that giveth to all men
liberally, and upbraideth not; and
it shall be given him.” From this
promise he learned that it was the
privilege of all men to ask God for
wisdom,with the greatest assurance
that they should receive. He,
therefore, retired to a secret place
in a gruve,,but a short distance from
his father’s house, and knelt down,
and began to pray, asking God to
. reveal to him where he might find
the true church. While exercised
in this sacred duty, he saw a bright
and most glorious light .in the
: heavens above, which at first
seemed to be at a considerable dis-
tance. . He continued  praying,
while the light appeared to be gra-
dually descending towards him;
and as it drew nearer, it inereased
in brightness and magnifude, so
that by the time it had reached
the tops of the trees, the whole
wilderuess,for some distancearound
was illuminated with great bril-
llancy. So intense was this light
that he was apprekensive that the
leaves and ughs of the trees
would be consumed by the contact,
but perceiving that no sueh effect
~was produced, he was encouraged
with the hopes that he would be
able to _endure its

F

| the full authority

l

preseénce. |

It coutinned descending  slow-
Iy, until he was enveloped in
the midst of il. . When it first
came upon hini, it produ
culiar sensation throughout ‘his
whole system, and immediately
his mind was caught away from
the natural objeets with which he
was surrounded, and wasenveloped
- ina heavenly vision; he. sawtwe
glorious personages by whom he
was informed that his sins were
forgiven, that the religious sects
were not right, that they had all
gone out of the way, and that he
must not join any of them. He
was promised that, in due time,
the true doectrine of Christ—the
fulness of the gespel, should be
revealed to him,and through him
to the world; after which the vision
withdrew, leaving his mind in a

state of calmness and i .
cribable, P l

u a |
s & R Al jthe heavens were.

light surrounding this personage,
and the glory of his countenance,
were beyond the power of lJanguage
to describe; his stature was a little
above the common size of men in
this age; his garment was perfectly
white, and ' had the appearance of
being without seam.

This celestial messenger informed
Mr. Bmith that his, prayers were
heard, that his siag were forgiven,,
and that, he was called and chesen
to bring ferth a sa¢red record, en-
graved by ancient prophets on me-
tallic plates. Haviag obtained this
sacred book, and translated by the
ower of Ged the same, he publish-
ed the first edition early in 1830. _, |

On the 15th of May, 1829, while
engaged in the work of translation,
Mr. Smith and his seribe; Oliver
Cowdery, became deeply impressed
upon the subject of water baptism.
They found that the form and ob-
ject of baptism, and the authority
necessary to adminieter thisdivine
ordinance, were eclearly taught by
our Savior in person, among the
ancient Israclites of America, They
ecarnestly desired to avtend to this

instructions. Jcseph the prophet
was commanded to proceed to the
same placej there a number of reve~
lations were given and written,
making known the great designs
of the Almighty in relation to that
land. It was pointed out as the
place where a great, city should be

uilt, called the New Jeérucalem, to
which the righteous of all nations
should eventually be . gathered.
The precise location was designated
on which a temple should be rear:
ed, which should be honored with
the presence of the Loord, and be
covered with his glory, 1n the form

lJand was dedicated, a corner, stone
of the temple laid, when the mis-
sionaries separated, and returned
to Ohio, -

I'he Saints having learned the
will of the Liord, began to.gather
to that choice Jand, where they
purchased thotisands of acres, and
built  themselves , comfertable
homes. In the meantime, perse-
cutions began to rage, increasing
in violence, until some of the
Saints were tied up to trees and

.
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important duty, but, knowing |whipped in_ the  most shock-
that the wuninspired teachers of|ing mauner; others were shot
modern times, were without divine | down; merchandize, household

authority, they were at a loss how
to receive the ordinance legally.
They r:ztired by ' themselves, and
earnestly besoughl the Lord to
show them what to do. While thus
praying, an angel in' his glory ap-
peared, and, laying his bands upon
their heads, he ordained them to
the Aaroni¢ priesthood. He in-
formed them that his name was
John, the same- who,in ancient
times, came to preparéthe way
before Lthe first coming of '‘the Mes-
siah. He told them that the priest-
hood which * he' conferred upon
them had poewer to baptize in
water, for the remission of sins,
but had no authority to administer
the higher ordinance of the laying
on of the hands for the baptism of
fire and the Holy Ghost. Having re-
ceived authority, and also a com-
mandment, these two young men
baptized each other, and were filled
with great joy, und also with the
spirit of prophecy.

A few months after, they began
to seriously consider the impor-
tance of receiving those greater
blessings of the gospel, which the
riesthord of John, the Baptist,
had not the right to eonfer.  They
again sought, in -humble prayer,
for a restoration to the earth of theé
higher authority, when, to their
great joy, three of the aneient apos-
tles, Peter, James, and John, ap-
peared to them, and ordained them
to the apostleship, giving them
to confirm bap-
tized believers, by the laying on of}
haunds for the reception of the Holy
Gbhost, and to administer, in all the
higher ordinances of the gospel,

Having baptized a few penitent
believers, they, by divine com-
mand, on the 6th. of April, 1830,
organized the church, in Fayette, |
Seneca county, New York, con-
sisting only of six members.

During the mnext six wmonths,
several other small branches were
organized in the same State. In
the following autumn, four mis-
sionaries were sent by divine reve-
lation, given through Joseph the
Prophet, to the western bounda-
ries of the State of DMissouri, On
their way they preached in the
northern part of Ohio, and in a/few
weeks succeeded in baptizing sever-
al and establishing a branch of the
Church, many of, whem resided |
in Kirtland,, #Several of these new
converts were called and  ordaine
to the priestheod, and,went fort
in all directions, preaching, the
word. -Many; by the powerof God,
and;in the name of Jesus,' were
healed; devils were.cast out; the _ .
lame wexe made to;,walk; Lhe spirit | offered the human flesh of their
of propheey was abundantly man- | murdered brethren  for'  food.
B, | o opened| Among the -most unrelenting,
to some} wvisions of the future weére cruel, and  blood:thirsty (g these
seen; while angels ministered to| perseeutors weres many pwicsts, of
and comforted many., Thus the|different denominations, seyenteen
word of God was confirmed to the |'of whom so strenuously: niged. the
believers by signs following. shoeoting (of ., the Pprincipal, men,

In January, 11831, a revelation| that it ' ‘would - have been  carried
was given, requiring all the Saints'| into effeet, had nouGeniDouiphan

furniture, bedding, clothing, &c,
were robbed, destroyed, or strewn
in the streets; stacks of hay and
grain were burned; cattle were shot,
down for sport; about two hundred
houses were burned, or otherwise
destroyed, and finally about 1,200
Saints were driven across the Mis-
souri River into Clay County. Al
this happened in a little. over two
years from the first settlement of
the Saints in the county,  During
 this period, the Saints had conduct-
ed themselves as good and quiet
citizens; and, although thieir perce-
cutors held all the civil offices of
the county, there'was not one ¢ase
of crime against the Sainlts; to be
found on' theif court records.! Lo
this perseeution, sectarian priests
actetl a very couspicuous part; the
Lieut. Governor of the Siate, and
nearly all’ the civil and military,
officers of the county, were Jeaders
of the mub, and urged them on to
deeds of murderous violence. - |

The exiled Saints next began to-
County, Missouri, but oiily' a few
months elapsed before they were
again compelled to flee,

‘They next loeated in Caldwell
and Davis counties, where but a
very few 'settlers had 'preceded
them. Here by emigration, they
inereased, in a few years to about
15,000 souls. In' the me&ntime,
their former persecutvrs; finding
themselves not brought to justice,
and punished for their erimes, be-
gan to stir up the people in all the
sturrounding ecounties 4o arise in.
mass, and drive the'Saints' from the
State. They suceeeded in. kelecting
Lieut. Governor Boggs to the high-
est office 'in 'the 'State, when'g.he

persectitions, issuing an extermin-
‘ating order, raised an army of sev-
eral thousand volapteers, placed
at their head, as chief officers,some
of the most violent mobocrats, and
sent them against the peaceble set-
tleraents of<the Saints. 1

Then commenced a series of
butcheries in the thinly populated
districte, too—horrible -for pen to

strugglingin the agonies of death,
their clothing, boots,. &e.y W‘em
greedily wrenched from their man-

led bodies, and distributed among:
their mutderers. Womien | were
taken and bound fasty; and in this
"helpless condition were’ bratally
ravished by great numibérs.” Josep
the prophet and many of the lead-
ing ministers of the Saints were
thrust into prison, where they were

of a cloud, as in ancient times. The |
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while the real owners have receiv-
ed no remuneration to the present

a territorial government was en-
forced upon them, giving to the
federal Governor an absolute veto-

da A - : . . _
Ivu the Spring of 1839,these house-
Jess, homel exiled citizens of
this great republie, sought refuge
in Illinois. The great majority, lo-
cating themeelves in Hancoek eoubp-
ty, built a city on the bank of the

ing power of every law, though
passed b thu._unanimuua’ voice of
the legislature. - s

I'n 1857, through the false reports

-

| of federal officials, President James

Buchanan ordered an army to Utah

Mississippi River, which they called
Nauvoo—a Hebrew word for beau-
tiful. Here they enjoyed peace for
the next three or four years, during
which they laid the foundation of
a temple. Their numbers annually
increased, by the emigration of the
Saints from the States and from
Eﬂglﬂ.ﬂd. - , | .

But soon the mobocratic spirit of
Missouri, receiving no c¢heck,
read itself into Illinois. Violent
persecution k began  to rage; .the
leaders of ere threaten-

| compelled, the Saints'to enter i

‘ : . : A ) ‘Io Ay
[ Without rouds, bdgee, oF

| on, the west bank. of the Missour

make themselves homes . in /Clay |

|an. express | reached : them, from

again ‘renewed his high-handed {

L %0 Mg

describe; « Men; women and c¢hil-||
dren were massacred; and A while|

ed with death; angther tolal ex-

pulsion was threatened; the pros
phet and  his brotheér, while under
the -pledge’ of safety from the Gov-

ernor of 1 Hinois, were permitted to

Lat an expense of many millions of
dollars, but afterwards sent a com-
mission to investigate the eharges,
who, finding them without any
foundation, rep - accordingly;
and the (’.‘.hiaf I_a§;strata Kindly
forgave-all the E}m‘ of the Utonians
for mildly resisting this high-hand-

During twenty-seven years occu-
pancy, the population of the Terri-
tory has increased, as is supposed,

{ to about 150,000, of which about

eleven - twelfths are ILatter-day
Saints., Beiween one hundred and
two hundied villages and small eit-
ies have been built; woollen andgot-
ton manufactories erected; furnaces
for the manufactaure of iron estab-

be' cruélly ‘'murdered 'by a bruta
| mob,in the broad light of day. Thi

following twe years, allthe horrors
of the Missouri persecution. were

re-enacted in 1llinols. Mot satisfied |

it
occtirred in June, 1844, © During thal]

ed; smelting and refining werks
]l'j«:ftl';1 the reduction l:i)f.éha inr&u of
recious Is are becoming nu-
EJEI‘DUE. al the principal towns
and settlements, for 400 miles, are
onnected ©by telegraph wires.

with a mere, exﬁu’?iﬂu_ from  the
State, they elapdored for some

still mere  terrible—an ‘expulsion:
from the United , States..  They

nto

a written agreement to flee to ?hé

desert wilds beyond the Roeky
Meountaine— 32X oxodT 37A |

In the'Winter of 1846, this forci-

ble exodus be to. take place, .

Hundreds were seen ecrossing the

fdands of men, women and children
were seen wJI'Iuwing through the

great Mis<isippi on the ice. ‘Thou=|

amerous yailroads have been con-

ing | structed; others are being rushed

forward with every. prospect of a
rapid completion. New mines are
daily. diseovered, while the ‘older
ones are yielding up their rich
treasures, to reward the enterprise
of capitalists. - . .=
h;?hila, the Ebhmd Bail:;taibhaive

npu,a.l,n.g rough great tribula-~
tion, marked | withi sadden transi-
tions to presperity,they have had
hundreds of missionaries abroad,
calling upon the nations Lo repent.

snow-drifts of Towa, exposed to the
piersing cold of. a temperature
twenty degrees of Fahrenheit be-
low zere. . Fifty miles from their
homes brought them to the nm-

b
or ies
they pursued. their . Bz;_ry.' march,

Many have listened, believed and
obeyed; tens of thousands' have
gathered home; tens of thousands
are yet to come.” And still the pro-
clamation will be sounded, until
Zion: shall be numbered by mil-

,| lions, and become the joy of the

for several —menths, ‘until they
“I'anhed thL | maqhn. Tuodian lands

-River.

While here,
taken by an express from the Gen-
eral Government, requiring 500 of
their best men to assist the Urnited
States against Mexire. They were,
without hesitation, furnished. This
so crippled the camp, that they
could not, for the time being, pro-
ceed further, In the meantime
Nauvoe, from which they learned
that several hundredof the poor and
the sick, who were unable

with the main bﬂtg, were actually,
B
b vi

canng ~the ¢ity, and.
driﬁai}?.}:;.%:;g% violence acro l

riyer, and . I‘gjl[e_q to 'w

-wfa:op‘ al {;%12 (x:or on th: “west-
ern track of the leading companies.
Thhlﬁ ‘body were compelled, by
the ﬂqmqtﬂqc?v above named,
to enﬁeg.1Mtﬂ Winter . quarters.
Hundreds of the Saints, through
theirintense-suflerings and uuntold

the
der

hd by vhe waye ) |

alg, /the dwellings, improve-

ments, Jands, and other [ﬁgperty
0

fell into the hands of mobocrats,

is

|

Jeave | that C'g

hardshipgthad sunk down and per-| of fuith, repe
| ~*immd§ﬁjﬂ@’ in

whole earth.
"7~ ORSON PRATT, SEN.
Historian’s Office.
. = Salt Lake City, Dee. —, 1874.

their camp w4s over- | The following _is a. sketch of the

Jundamental docirines believed
- by the Latter-day Saints—

They believe in God, the Eternal
Father,and in his Son Jesus Christ,
and in the Holy Ghost, who bears
record of them, the same through-
out all ages and for ever,

» ‘They  believe that all mankind
are-fallen beiugs, in consequence of
the original sin of our first parents;
rist atoned, not only for the
original sin, but for the sins of the
whole world; that infants are re-
deemed through the atonement,
without faith, repentance, baptism,
or any other worke; that all who
have arrived to the age of account-
ability,” and have sinned against
the known law of God, ecan be re-
deemed into the fulnessof the glory
of -the celestial Kingdom by the
aturemment, only en the conditions
! ~ baptism by
0 mersio watér for the remis-
sion of sing, baptism of fire and the
Holy Ghost by the laying on of the
hands of the servants u? God, and

and for which the Saints have re-
ved no remuneration or redréss

hatevér. ©' o1 , b
In theé Spring of 1847, one hun-
dred "and ' forty = three  pioneers
ére selected from. the camp, and
sent Jdw advance -to, explore the

by living a Jife of holiness to the
end of their days: -
They believe that Laptism, and
1 ‘other . gos ordinances,
have been administered by
uninspired men, during the last
eighteen cen care null and

al

¢ . Rocky | veld, being illegal in the sight of

God; that when apostles, prophets,
revelators, inspired men, and the
miraculous gifts cear«d omn the
earth, the true ChHri-tian Church

great, Basin,  beyond the .
Mountains, ;then a Mexican pro-
vinee., (Arriving in Salt, Lake Val-
ley in Jul Ehﬁx--ilmmed ately put
a few g ig@dﬂjﬂtp.; 18 Soil, by
way of experiment, a:ﬂ;l“ en com=
'menced syryeying the city plot of
Salt Lake City, 1 .., ..

~-About ¢ H'ﬁ?‘iﬂf Bep

some pioneers, st

‘their return near

journeyy,,
the, Sout Ve
of the aﬁhﬁ on th

m te have an existence
W K-

They believe that God has sent
an angel from heaven with the

verlasting gaspel, cofitained in the
be preached to

every gation, k !;gli‘léd,r tongue and

people; that men have been called
and ordained by holy angels, to the

Japostleship, to whom full authority

and . power were givea to organize
~day Church on the earth,

in the east o emigrate to Ohio; | threatened tol withdraw his regi-
this, in - the following spring, was | ment, and wash hisgl@nds ofrom
generally obeyed, Kirtland became | suth c¢old-blooded, murderoug pros:
the residence of the prophet, and | ceedings. . |
the headquarters of the BSaints.| In the Winter of 1855 gud 1839,
Many revelatiens continued to be | the Baints, by mobocratie violence,
given ona great variety of subjects; | were driven from their hnmes‘atiti
these, in due time, were compiled | from the State. The sufferings of
and published. wamen and children were indes-
In the summer of 1831, a large oribable ; through hunger and ex-
number of wmissionaries were sent posure to the pitiless storms of Win-
by revelation, through the western 4 ter, great numbers perished, The

unknowwlan they hoped to
enjps';.fre&é}ﬁ: o7 Egbeimd—m
pionegr reports, with gladness, and
| with, ipcreased courage I_p&m d
on towards their destined home,
‘Phe, refarning: pio , reached
their. families, npear the Missouri
Riverin Nuvem};ﬂ;‘ ag b

In the Spring of 1818 ' the Y
majority of theSainislelt for Utah.

o great wds (the searcity o

of the desert, until the harvest of
1848, :

reat | Ghost, ,q,t.%rﬁm!m in the
are. as n '

pro- "ﬁr'fggf '-gqe

visions that many ‘were compelled |times, w

for monthg to subsist on‘rawhides, | no true
thistle roots, and some other roots | he acknowledges

the
ratory to .the second eoming

repa

‘the ?lah 8 YT s
§cgaym ieve'that all the miracu-
lous signs 'and gifts of the Hully

y A8 L ospel,

for the perﬁeeling

i E;"{_mgr. 48 ' in ancient
l:lﬁlut. w bich there can be
believers in Christ, whom
as such,

They believe th:t the great mes-
gage, now revegled, must be preachs




