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history and doctrines of
the latter daydak saintsto

the1C following historical sketch
was written byY orson pratt churchh
historian in dec 1874 foringerr

tianatiqa in the universal did
i4 it is now forwardedforwayded horborfor publication

in the NEWS

t laerte RDHAY sairSAlIiTS this IS14
1 the comcommonmonman nameonname afpf area rereligious rjr 1

i having its origin in the
hp resent century the name when

stated in failfall is 11 tletiotiethe charchchurch of
jesusjeus christ of latter day saints n

bitheiothe saints believe that this
was given by divinediviner revelation

the distinguished individual
who was the honored instrument
in laying the foundation of the

lChurch waswag received by its memmorn
bers asag an inspired prophett a
chosen seer a revelator a grahgra a-

lato
a-

lator ofbf asialivalcientaleielentclentent records a grgreatkatoat
apostle holding the keys of powerQ er
to buildupbuild up the kinghingkingdomdoindorn of grmgod on
the earth fortfor thehe last time and for

i the falness of times
likolike samuel of old joseph

smith jr waswas called in his childch id
if hood while his mind was tn

warped by thetho false ththeories tradi-
tions and creeds of uninspired menmeu

1 he wasivas called to do a work marvel
ousOUST in its nature and wonderful in
stisits results A biographical sketch
pof one ao30 endearederdeared to the saintsnandt d BOso celebrated in modern times
cannotcan not be uninteresting Mr
was bom in the town of sharon
windsor county vermont deddec
23 1805 when ten yearsyeara old hihiss
parents and family moved to pal-
myra new york in the vicinity
of which hohe resided about eleven
years during ttheae latter part of
this period he dweltdelt in the town
of manchester farming was his
occupation his education was very
limited it is true he could read
without much difficulty and write
a very imperfect hand and had a
slight knowledge of the elementary
rules of arithmetic but these were

t hihishig highest1 and only scholastic
attalattaiattainments

when about fourteen years of age
liejie began seriously to reflect uponlipon
the necessity of being prepared for
a future state of existence seeing
the coneoncontentionstensionstentionslons among fhethe
denominations in his nneighborhoodeI1
liehe was at a loss to knowow which
among them all was the true chris-
tian church while in this stateelate

nilnitenoil of uncertainty he began lo10 peruse
A thothe scriptures where he found the

following comforting vassapassapassagego ifrf
any of yogyou lack wisdom let him

i ask of gad that to allnilallmenimen
liberally idand upbraid ethoth nothot and
it phail be given him proud this
promise he learned that it was the

thi ft 7 privilege of all men to aasksk god for
wisdom with the greatest assurance

j that they should receive he
11 therethereforefoiefole retired to a secret place

in a grove but a short distancedistance from
his fathers house and kneltkhelt down
and began to pray asking god to

iry reveal to him where he might find
the true church while exercised
in this sacred duty he saw

1a bright
and most glorious light 1in4 the

r al11 heavens aboveabote which at first
seemed tot bobe at a considerable dis
tancejance I1 he continued prprayinga I1
while thothe light aappeared ttoa bbp arggra-
dually

j
descending towards him

and as it drew nearer it increased
in brightness andano magnitude so
that by the time it had reached

x thethi tops of the trees the whole
distandistance around

was illuminated great bril-
liancy so intense was this light

i that he was apprehensive that the
leavesleaven and boughs orC the trees
would be consumed b the contact0 intact
but perceivingq hat no suchsueh enneadeffect
was produced hebe was encouraged
ath thetho horeshopes that he wouldgould bebd

thathrift inbis 1I
11
ta6 endure itsita presence

wi 4 9 slows
JY unniunaltit 4pe wasas enyo apetl in

f tuethe mlmidstdat of ititchen ik first
came upon himhini I1it produced tapepo
culancular sensation throughout hisbia
whole systemfeinfekn and immediately

p hh mmindind was caught away from
the natural objects with which he
isas surrounded and wasenvelopedcic i

in a lleileheavenly vision ho saw two
al glorious pepersonagesI1 byvy whom hohe

was informed that hishia alnfeins were
forgiven that the religious sects
were notriot right that they had all
gone out of the way and that hemust not join any of thetheathemm hewas promised that in due time
thothe truejnue doctrine of christ thefalness of thellie gospel should be
revealed to him and through himto thetho world after which the vision
withdrew leaving his mind in astate of calmness and peace indes-cribablecribable

about four years after on the
evening of the of sepseptember
1823 while engaged in prayer it
pleased god to send an holy angel
to him the brightness of thethia
light surrounding this personage
and the glory of hishia countenance
were beyond the power of gb
to describe his stature was a litlittlele
above tilethe commonn size of men in
this age his garment was perfectly
white audand hadbad thethie appearance of
being without leapal

this celestial informed
mr smith that ilisllis prayers werebygeheard that his rati4 forgivenn
and that he yaswaswaa calledoailebleq and chorenchorea
to bring ferth a sacred record en-
graved by Aancientnt prophets duon me-
tallic plates havling obtained thithy
sacred booyboobbookboob aandnd translated liby ththe
power of godgad the same hebe publish-
ed the first edition earlybarly in 1830

on the lath of may 1820
engaged in the workgurk of translation
aar anuano his Acribescribe olier
cowdery became deeply imbresimpressedad

upontipon the subject of water baptism
they found that the form and ob 1

jeet of baptism and the authority
neenecessaryemary to administer this dlane
ordinance were clearly tatitalitaught by
our savior in person among ththe
ancient israelites of america Ttheyey
earnestearnestlyy desired to tototalsit is
important duty but knoknowingog
that the uninspired deac e 0of
modern timeselmea tarotarewerewore withoutt divedividivinene
authority they were at a loss nowow
to receive ahothohe ordinance legally
they retired by themselvesveigei anata
earnearnestlyesaly besought the lord to
show theiothelotheothem wwhataut totd dodiak while thus
praying an angel in hlahia glory ap-
peared and lay irigtrig his hands upon
their heads hb brilaordainedined them to
the priesthood heidd in-
formed them thathlabihhibhis name was
johnjob1 I f

the samebame cholin ancient
timestimIs came tolb way
before theullo first corn ing of the mes-
siah he told them that theme priest-
hood which hoofhe conferred uponupon
them had xapower1 to b in
water for the remission of sinsbins
but had no authority to administer
the higher ordinance of the laying
on of the hands for the baptism of
fire and the holy ghost having re-
ceived authority and also a coin-
man

com-
mandmentman dment these two young menmew
baptized each other endand were filled
with great joy nna also with the
spirit of prophecypropbeeybecy

A few months arterutter theyther began
to seriously consider the impor-
tance of receiving greater
blessings of the gospel which the
priesthood of john the baptist
had not tho right to confer they
again sought in humble prayer
for a restoration to the eartherth of tbd
higher authority when to their
great joy three of the ancient apos-
tlesolesoies peter james and jijohnan ap-
peared to them and ordained them
to the aapostleship giving them
the tuilfull authority to confirm bap-
tized believers by the laying on of
hands for thothe reception of thetho holy
ghost and to administer in allail the
higher ordinancesces pathof thee gospel

having baptized a bevfeg penitent
believer thothethelbytheyybyby divinedivi

1 ue com-
mand on therthe gih of april 1830
organized the church in fayetteFayetteyelte
seneca county new york con-
sisting only of asixix membersrp

during the next six months
several other small branches werewore
organizeorganizedct in the same state in
thetha following autumn fourfisfour mis-
sionariessionslonaripsaries worp sent by divine reve-
lation giyengiven through joseph thothe
prophet to the wwesternatern bounda-
ries of tho stat of missouri on
their way they preached in the
northern part of ohio and in afew
weeks succeeded in baptizing sever-
al and establishing a branch of thetho
church many of whom reresidedadv
an sevea al of these lewbew
conventconvert and ordained
tootheothothetho prie andand

f
jvonwent forfonforthli

jnin all jipreachreklofhigabt
word many byy 1 wod
euionm thotha f jasus3 I ry
healed devilsdevila etoej o catcal out tee
jarnjainret0 weeweaav madomade to waaa ththutho spspiritA e
or was aabundantly4 L

1 man
I1 reatea it tie heavensRs
to some visions of the future weleweve
seen while upangelsga ministered to
and comforted many i thus the
word ofot bod waja aopconfirmedfarmed to thetile
believersbelibelleversevera by

in january 1831 a royolArevelationticul
waswa5 given jallailglialltailiallvlulu saints
in the east to to ohio
this in tho falofollowingwing apriaaringll11ng waswaa

kirtland bechiobecame
the residence of the prophetp and
thothe headquarters of thetho saintstaryfarymanypaty continued to bobe
91givenven onaon a great variety subjectsof
these in due time ivoreyvorewerewore compiledcomcompiled
and published

in the summer of 1831 a large
number of missionaries were sent
by revelation throughft thetho western

states being cdcommandedhded to go
twoto by two preachingching baptizing
and confirming until they should
arrive in county missouri
where they should receive further
instructions joseph the prophet
waswa commanded to proceed to the
same place there a number
lations were given and written
making known the greatgroat designs
of theifie almighty in relation
land it was pointed outopt as the
lace where great cityeiby hould be

builtbulit called jhbheorvetsewyewjwjjerujern alem toito
which thetho righteous cfallof au nations
should eventually bo gatebgasperdgat perdrodbod

tho precise location was dasignateeigna ted
on wwhichhiebhleb a terntempietempleae be rearreabrealrear
ed which should bo honored with
tiape prepresenceyencetence of thee lodlord undand be
covered with his glory in ape form
of a cloud as in accent times the
apandavinsaviaswas dedicated a corner stoiestoleoon

01pt the temple laid whennphell thetho mis-
sionariessiosionslonnarlesaries separated andano returned
to obioohio

havingbaving 10learnedarnad thehe
will of the lord began1 forgather
19p that choice and waise tlaneyey
purchased thousandszand 0q

I1
themselveseiveelve3 comfortable

homeshomeF in the meantime perse
cautionsullo bvbeanan to rage I1 blerincreasinggasingbasing
in violence until some afpfS the
saint were tied up to treettree i

whipped 14in the most helock
iusing manner 0others labrewere spotfiothiot

dowddown merchandizemerchandisedize
furniture bedding clothing ag i
were robbed deideedestroyedtroyd aor atstrewnnk

in the streets stastacksaka ofrayof hay audand0gragraini n were burned cattlecatte wewerere sshot
down for sport about twoI1 hundhundred
housesbouses were burned or JIotherotherwiseWesq
destroyed and fidallfinally giboutabout 1200
saints were driven across the mis-
souri riverbiver into clay county aliall11

thithis4 happened inainuin a little cvek iwo0
years from thetho ficht settlement of
the saI1

I1 ants in tile county duingduring
thisthia period the saints had boabouduct
ed themselves as good and anet
citizens and although their perse-
cutors held aalthenilall tuethe civil officer at6
the county therewa not bapa caseaw
of primeerime against the saints tjta bpibe
found on thel court records J pf
thiamid persecution sectsectariansarlanparians
acted a very part ththe
lieu t governor oflof the stateslate and
nearly allali the civil and militaryi
officers of thothe county were leaders
of the mob and urged them on to
deeds of murdemurderousious violence I1

the exiled sainta next began tottoyqa
make themselves homes fuin oclayc ay
county missouri butbia only a few

elapsed before they were
again compelled to flee

I1 they next located in caldwell
and davis counties where bubbut a
very few settlers had preceded
them here by emigration they
increased inalnala a few years to about
15 souls in tiiu meantimetime
their former finding
themselves nnobnot0 t bbroughtrought to jusjusticeper

for theintheir crimes be-
gan

9
to stir up the people initi ullell hethe

arise in
niaspias and drive the
stalestae they succeeded in lelieleAting

governor boggsggs to tilethe heinheenhigh-
est

high-
ee ia the tate whimwhen he
araagaagainalainin renerenewedwedwad hisbli hihighhandedhighuh1 bandedhanded1Iled

issuing aanii e te jn
order raised ananargyarmy of sev-

eraleral diioAliothousandusand volunteers pplacedaced
at their head as chief urn e

i of the mostmosi violent Si rindtand
sent thermthern against the peacebieceble setsetd 4

tletieclementsmen ts iorio sain ts I1

then commenced a seriesserles of
butcheriesbut cherlescheries inthein the thinly populatedopu
ddistrictas tootob fonfor pen to
describe men women and chil-
dren werewele massacred rudaud allehiieht 16

struggling in the agolig oftoti death
their boots vorejore
greedily wrenched from
filedled bodies andund distributedad nong

fgilrtt mulmutterers worded werewehe
fast 14ii thisthia

ellesaep tesalesa condition brutally
raymJ lib t numb erskrs jpsephp

ellbraead
ingfur ministersneulneni nisuis of theabe gainni wen
hiajieratrustrubt itiintinto t wheresaen the vmwerer
olIre tabetabotAhe1 ilklitto0 linnianunilunit il flesh of theireigelgr
murdered brethren for food
among the most
cruel andabil JbloodthirstybloodAthirstyhirshire ty oj these
persecutors wertywem many litael41 81 P0

different denomination
of whom fioflo strenuously tue

ofnf thetha aloalp1011

that it torild haxehave beenheen carried
into thad bouden11 ru
threatened tu withdraw juiI1 regi
maht and wash ud ifrain
subh coldold blooded murderous

1
pro-

ceedingsceedingsai I1

in tilethe winter ofoi ia 1839
the saints by itieitle violence
were driven from their

i from the state the sufferfuffersufferingsings of
women and gialiTilddreudrenrennreri werevere knifesindes-
cribablecrlcribabiebable through hubahungerer and ex-
posure to the pitiless storms of win-
derer great nunumbers perished the

anddllandsaads
owned by these sufferingbuffering exiles
were forcibly taken possession of
and are still occupied by these pub
I1lieiiole robbert and their descendants
while the real owners have receiv-
ed nomo remuneration to the present
dayiday

in of house-
less bohomeless exiled citizens of
this great xopublicrepublic sought refuge
in illinois the great majority lo-
cating esliesla coun-
ty built acetya city on the bank of tbtthetho
mississippi riverBiver which they called
nauvoo 4a hebrew wordord for beau-
tiful here thoy enjoyedenjo sed peace 0ptr
the next three or fouri jsearsyearsears during
which they laid the foundation of
a temple their numbers anAannuallypally
increased by the emigration odtheof the
saints the states and from
edglandengEdg lahd

buffoon tilethe
missouri receiving no check
spread talf inta illinois violent
pernpermpersecutioncution began to ragenage the
leaders off were threaten-
ed withI1 biathdeathyr auanother botar ex-
pulsion wwasas ahrea thibthe profpro
phetpheb and alapbrother
abhee lealegpledgedit- adeldol of safetyshnery from the
erhoff to
be cruelly iliiiimurdered ibyby a brutalbrutau
icibmabinsylabila ihotho broad dby this
occurred iff june 1844 during the
following
of the missouri peiseculioncution whrewore
yire enacted in IfnolttolT rotlot satisfies

th a murp froll mhd
state apscps red foifor pa
still mormoree terniterri2bleanbleaue aliall iqexpulsion
from thelirlip united attsattaatt 3

the enter
a Wwritten agieagreementmat tito flee co the
desert wilds beyond the rocky
Blountmountainninain s S x7 r 7

inih the Winter of is181810 this forci-
ble exodus began to ttakeytakeiake
hundreds re re sseenbeeneen broscrossingslug tathesle1
greatreat mis on the ilcelice ththou
tialin bof molimoltniunin children
fefewerefefa been wl losing through the
snowshow drifts of layainya exposed
piercing cold of a temperature
twenty degrees of be-
low

e
vergverpzer fiftyefty mil eseafromro inferE r

bomeabomes rought waiulem thoihotheip an
jp habitedpaNted reregitle afpf rawntawn wilerejere
without roads bridgesr dge or ferries
thetheyy pursued their weryerk march
fonfoe severalseveseyerafrat monthersre until they
eaher the omaha indian lands

west bank of ahethe BUssomissouriurl
alverver

whilewhilo hereherb their camp was byeruyerover-
taken by an express from the gen-
eral1 government of
their best men to assist the united
states against mexico they were
without hesitation fumifurnishedshed tinisthis
so crippled the camp that they
could not for the time being pro-
ceed

ro
tuifuifurtherlher in the meantime

an express reached them from
nauvoo from they learned

thetha pooipoor andarid
the sieksick who werevere tunablejinabie tp leaveleavi

the49 mainwaln body were actually
ix nubnut0 t fitf the olty audand

11wa fricepriceilelle ce

W addandtl pippir tillede4 to bahderorninnw op I14 g r nri mhdthe eatvent
erneri tra ick LP e 11 g cacompaniesm n I1 biMT body were bomcompelledel eaI1 by
the circumstances prove named
to entelenter icibintoinlo I1vlVi tyeriyer
hundredshandie of the cainas fi rpugh
their intense sufferings and untold
hardship phaddindlind sunk nowdown11 Aandnaperpurper

theibet baefae i I1
I1 I1

A alq i the dwellings improve
nelmicneintts bands and other property
fell into the hands of
and for which the saints have re-
ceived no or redress

wahwhateveradvpr 11

a on hun
Ueodiodpd ldirid Rfurtyairty p tilree
were selected from ahe camp attartand

jwiv advance ioto explore the
greatogrea rabasin14 vybeyondantont kbhe6 stocky

16 au a6 mexicanaspropro-
vince ariarlavigai g in saltsilt jagejake YYAIeai
leyjoy inanjuljuiJulu ayiy theythoy immediately putPA
a few ae ds intoanto by
wayfhy ofle aap ihenthenen com

tietle plot of
sli lakelahe city

hoiltAR or
pomp qa startedstarterWt d on
thuell resurlyapril y near
vallVAIL aduth Gassejeraijeral thousands
of thetho on bair wyyAy 00 some
fril w q I1 lu 14 te aheytheyOPhopedpedred to
enjoy receivedelered the
vorVOTWar repotlepof wu blendedsaad

inginqabdTRe lq wucpcourageuragera pproceededT

oilon tolvartowardsds ttheirioli home
pioneers leaiehkeureachedeileaclied

A their t46hb missouri
riverbiver in Ndnovembervember

in tho spring oris alq grgatgreat
majority or utah
8-6bo greatgrent waswi otheahe z scarcity

04t compelled
for monthsmouths fo subsist onsous des
thistle root and some other roots
of the desert until the harvest ol01

16481818

A provisional state government
was formed a constitution framed
and application made to the gene-
ral government for admission into
the union this was denied but
a territorial government was en-
forced upon them giving to the
federal governor an absolute veto-
ing power of everevery lawjaw though
passed by the unanimous voicevole of
the legislature

in 1857 through the false reports
nfof federal officials Preilpresidentdent james
buchanan ordered an army to utah
at an elpe nm of manymady of
dollars but afterwardsafter warda pent a com-
mission to investigate the charges
who finding theahthern without any
foundation reported accordingly
and the chief magistrate kindly
forga the lains otibeof the Uton ianslans
for mildly resisting this high hand
ed oppression sc

during twenty seven years occu-
pancy the population of the territ-
ory hashag increased as is supposed
tovo aboud of which about
eleven i twelfths are latter day
saints between bonetone hundred and

villages and small cit-
ies have been builtbullt woollen and cot
toti furnaces
norfor the manufacture of iron estab-
lished melting and refining works
forfoi the reduction of the ores of

metals are becoming nu-
merous all the principal towns
and settlements for miles are
connected by Jeletelegraphgraph aireewires
numerous railroads have been con

eedytedyed others arearo being rushed
forward with every prospect iro a
roidrapidrold completion blewnew elnwinmineseines are
dailydally discovered white the elderolder

ioneslones4 oneaones agajarft ag up theiri
rich

treasurestreasurqs to reward teethe eenterprisedrifedriserofor capitalists
while the gathrelgatprelwreaorel sasaintsfaintsI1 ants have

been tribula-
tion mmarked sudden transi-
tions to prosperity theyAhey have had
hundreds of missionaries abroad
6calling upoh tho nations to repent
many have listened believed and
obeyed ALtensdensns of thousands llavebave
gagathered hommelhornet tens of thouthousandssands
arerayentoyet to ommiecome the pro-
clamationclaciamationmatlon will be sounded until
zion shallbhail be numbered by mil-
lions and become the joy of the
whole earth

ORSON pratt SEsrX
historians office

r baitSalt lake city dec 1874

zhethe Ybowingwowing jais a tlethaketh of tho
J believed

ftibyhycheiby athe zatter
they behben devorin god

fatFutfatherherandberandand in his eonboa jesus christ
and iniii the holy ghost who bears
record of them the sasamebame

i me through-
out all agesagea and for ever

they believebelleve that all mankind
are allenailenalien beings in consequence of
the oilolioriginalginal sin of our first parents
that christ atoned not the
original sin but for the sins of the
whole world that infants are re
deemed through iiithe atonementto
wwithout faith repentance baptismm
aror anyany other yvoygoyvorerh that all who
have arrived to the agedge of account-
ability r and have sinned against
the known jaw of goddangod can be re
deemed into the of the glory
ofor uheifie celestiaT inkluk oin byPY tilethe
anaatut enementlewtlent amlyan dpn hepdt baptismsm by
im the remis-
sion anius babaptism of lreire and the
holy ghost by ththeeyinglaying on of the
handsbands of the servants of god and
Ubyy living a lifelire of to the
end 0 theirthein days

they believe that baptism and
all other gospel ordinances
which havehavo been administered by

meninen duringluring the last
elgheighteenleli centuries tiraaro pull and
voidvold beinbeingn illegal in the sight of
god that when apostles prophetsprophetss
revelators inspired men and the
abamiraculoustii gifts ctcadaptel on the
earth the ttrueruarue ciniCiri tian church
ceased nisoralsoalso to have an existence
namoagmenhg men vs

they 1
god has sent

anfan angel from Iheavenicvea the
everlastingv ca ahnin the

lormon aa be preached to
avery tongue and
deoppeople that men have heenbeen called
and ordained by hol t angels to the
apostleship to wwhomhorilhorii full authority
and power were give a to organize
thtlethe iatterlatter daydak church on the earth
preparatorytory to ahethe second coming
or the Messiahie hf y

they believebellevethatthai all the mirace
loujou and gifts of the holy
ghost ras promisedled in the gospel
keargare aljali ltju le perfecting
of tile giovb 6 4 in ancient
times1 M leibu which there can be
no truo ellever inlet christ whom
he acknowledges aia suehtuch

they believe thatthit the great mes-
sage gownoynov reveroverevealedaled must be preach


