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THE DESERET WEEKLY.

THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

PRESIDENT CANNON’S STATEMENT.

Today tbe NEWS preronts to its
readers the renly of Presldent (Jeorge
Q. Caoano to the vicions assault made
wpon him through the New York

Zimes by ap anonymons Salt Liake
writer. The lengthy Timies article, the
bitterness and vituperation of which
bas ¢xpoited 80 much comment, waa not
reproduced In full iu the NEwS, Lhe
tenor of ite statements heipg Jndioated
by editorial meption. More of their
oharacter 88 to detall may be lesrned
from the reply thereto, which is of
Auch ap fInteresting bpmture that we
;publisb It 10 fuil.

The NEWE sreeks L2 be as cautlous
and cosservalive an {s coDsistent with
a courageous advooaey of the right and
of the best ioteresls of the people. But
its caution is Dot of that charmoter
which publishea columps of detail in
aD ubnjustifiable apd veuomous sesanit
4ipoD = promipent citizen, and tbhen
walts for that citizen to make hl«
own defense, but offers Do word
1o bis hbebalf or in ocobndemna-
$ion ¢f sianders beaped upon hlm.
Hebnce, wheD the nature of the Times
article wae indicated in a brief tele-
grapbic sy nopeis, as well as when the
full text «f the paper cume to hadd,
the NEWS presented the truth to the
people hy promptly and vizorously de-
pouncing the outrageous publication.
‘In doing #o we have mersly performeu
duty to the commupily whose inter-
osle are our own, and of whuie conH-
denoe we would bave besn unworthy
‘had we fafled,

The statement hy Presldent Cannon
ia clear, concise, and to the point. Its
oalm, digoified aud vilgorous discus-
‘sion of the subject alluded tv canuot
but appeal lo the sepee of justice In sl
honorahle men, and of tne verdiot of
these afler weighlnog hoth sides of the
-controversy there omn be no doubt,
‘fhe reply deals with the items
of the arraignment in order,
and to each responds with incon-
troveriible proo! of the falslty of the
agcusutions made, hoth direct and by
inuendo. Tha refulation of every
oharge is 80 complete and overwhelm-
ing, being hased upon facls of which
the puhlic hea general knowledge, thut
not shadow of the ghoulish Image
raiged by the 7imes writer will remain
with apy person of respe: tahle sjms
und desires, if, Indeed, 1t ever found
todgment there. We commepnd the
-decument to the c¢areful conslderation
and close oriticiem of our readere.

It a trustworthy public journal bad
been decelved into publishing the nr-
-sault on Presldent Canton, now that
‘hia reply is fortheoming it wutald basten
to correcl its error and make honorable
smends b¥ dealing out evenheoded
Austice, What attilude the Times wil]
sastine on this oceasion remaine to he
sven. Aes fur the author, or 1Deligators
and endorsers, of the document which
has caused so much disturbance, s
correction 1s not to be B1 ticipated from
that quarter. If there had been a

spark of honor, of manlinese,of fairness.

left in bis or thelr composition, the
slander never wonid have heen
published. Apd whils reformation

from such B course wotld be exceed-
iogly deairable for thefr individual
benefit, the depravity they have ex-
hibited does not afford much hope for
prospective repentance. Their dastard-
Iy work, bowever, will fail, hecause ite
true uatire must bhecome apparent to
ull lovers of justice and truth.

—_— -

WASHINGTONS BIRTHDAY,

There were beld In the cily publle
schools today exerciees In honor of
Washloglon’s Birthday, tomorrow,
February 22, the 1631 spnlversary

of the birth of the illustrious patriot,
heing B lega! holiday, commemoraiive
of the ushering of the Fatherot bls
Couotry into this ingrial aphere. The
holivay wiil bhe observed by a general
cegsation of business on tue part ol
those imhued Wwitbh feelings of patriot-
ism, snd will be utliized by rome Bun-
day schools and other orusnizations ot
the younger part of the community
io affording the children time of
apeels} rejoicing.

Exercises of the kiod referred to,
hott in the publle scbo:ls and ip cele-
bratious hy ihe youth, are bigh-
ly appropriate obesrvances of 1he
natal day of Lhe greal Jeader
fo the victorious struggie for
American Ipdependence. KEach oc-
oadion of this pature {s opportube for
im pressing upou the rislng generation
the importance of cultivating the ster-
ling viriues that were pre-eminent iu
muking of George Waebington an im-
mortal hero, the example of whoss life
should be B |asting monurnent Lo the
beart of every eon and daughter of the
Republie, to remind them of u saored
ohligatioun to the Almighty, to thelr
country, and to themse|ves, to press on
lo worke of generous patriotlsm and
noble beroism, that they miay preserve
inviolate the heritasge of llberty so
graudly woan.,

The grandeur of the character
Washington comes |D such oclearness
and o esuobh simple form to the
youth ol today that it fs a pleas.
anl task for Ipetructors who sre
inspired by a love of couniry
to portray the virtues which masde him
great, wnd which nre the ¢ommon
birtbright of ail. His strong Jove for
trutb as 8 obild, when he wouid prefer
to suffer rather thap shjeld bimse)i
wilb falsebood; bia fidelity to duty ss a
hoy, shuwn by bhis thoroughnpess in
every iashor assigned bim; ble un.
daunted courage, hin mwarked senee of
honor, hia love sud tenderness for his
fellowman, snd bissohlime taith in the
Bupreme Ruler,prominently displayed
ere yet be had merged 1nto manhood?®s
eslale; there, goupled wilb a reallzation
of the fact 1that he had to gvercome
weakpesses sud diffioulties in buman
nature the same as do the hoys of
this period, eombine to form a jesson
that can be easily and foreibly im-
pressed upou the mindea of ai)
obildren, leading them to adopt as
s model the jllusirious example of de-
votion to God, to country und to man-
kind,

To bring the youth ipto touch with
tbe virtues of great men and women,
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that they may emalate the same by
makiog tbem part of their liven, fg,
Deocessily of the present nge in the Re.
publie, Great and good men gy
women of every time Bre suitable ex_
smples, but amonyg those =specia]]
adapted as examplara for the childrap,
of 8 free and pafriotlc people the
character of Washington stands out ig
bold reliel, pointing them not only to
tbe grundeur snd beauty cf lite ag ¢
should and canm be in Mortslity
but also to the gloriows thought
expressed in the divine worda which
formed the inscription over the egp,
Arapgce to Waebington’s tomh, ers the
body wae removed to its present rest.
Ing-place: ©I am the redurrection ugpg
tbe life;, be th:t bhslieveth fn
though be were dead, yet spa]) ha’
livel??

The life's lereon of the great patrjyg
im not for the schoolboy and the youth
alone. Itis for mep sepd Womepn of
every age and condition in this brongq
laud: the lahornaog elass, the mechs

oie
the merchant, tbe professional mpays
the soldier and the stateaman. Frog,

all theee, reverence and respeot for the
pringiples exemphfied in the work o¢
the illuatrious Washington require up,-
propriate ohservance ol his birthday ag
a patrioticduty, expressed In legal forg,
ag the pation’s wiill. Ubpder a senase of
thia duty, the NEWS relleves jla epy.
ployea from ovligutions of labor on thay
day.

NIQPE IN THE GOSPEL, NOT IN
“SUCIETY.»

A Caulifornis cobnlemporary, muslpg
upun Lhe present situstion of mBDklnd,
thos expresses its thoughts:

Is the world growing woree, mogpg
vicious, more corrupt? Is wealth 4 orjma
and poverty the obly Virtue? Are thapg
no brave men or virt'lous women jeff on
this round earth of ours? If so, the
sooner there comes B ubDiversal daluga
the better. In spite, however, of the de.
nuocistiobns of the pessimists it iz pog
wisg to concede that the world is worgg
than it ever was bofore. We Know more
about what is going on, sdd ipsist on
iarning on the calcium light of publiggy
oD everything that seems to he out of thg
pormal, but human uvatore is mugh the
spme as it always has heen. If sogolety
would applaud virtue and frown on yice
ipstead of condoning the latter and dis.
regarding the former, the pessimigt
would soon tind hie ocoupation gong,

“1f;»* and “tbere’s the rub
sopoluty would” ooly do that which j
does not—will not do; “H* it wou|q
cease that which It perststs In dolng
and seems determined not Lo tyrp
from, how different things would pe!
But “*society’s?’ course iz not diregiey
to the bopeful, happy condltion; hence
hum~an nature beiog “much the wame
Ba It Blwaye has been’—as it Was Ip the
days when Nosh’a preaching of right-
eoueness and warning of destruclion
for wickedness wers unheeded—Ig
rapidly descending to that state ip
which our friend says ‘*‘the nooner
there comes a uuniverssl deluge the
hetter.*?

There §» no occasion for a pesslmietic

view of the situation. Burely t {a
bed eugugbh in the bhesi light that
cauy he turned on it. The world
has heen Jless viotous, lese  oor-

rupt than it ia today.

The selfiahness,
the avarioe, the-
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