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CAPITAL punishment FOR
CAPITAL CRIME

THERE are many wel meaning peo
i advocate the abolition of

capital punishment they look up-
on the death penalty even when
inflicted fonfor the wilful taking of a
humanlikehuman life as nothing ess than le-
galized murder they offer many
plaplausibleusable arguments against blood

that it is re-
vengeful barbarous and unworthy
of an advanced civilisationcivilizationelvitivi

some states have adopted the
views ultra humanitarians
and the swiss federation has nota-
bly led out in thisth la direction batsobut so
far as our information extends we
knoknow ofnndd placeI1jate where abolitionthe
of the gaftdeath penalty for murder is
considered to have been beneficial
ve notice in the news from swit-

zerland of a recent date that the
different cantons in that republic
are gradually establishingreestablishingre capital
punishment after having tried the
policy of imprisonment for life as its
substitute

it appears that there is nothing
which will operate so forcibly as a
deterrent upon the criminal
tilethe certainty that a shameful death
will follow conviction for mur-
der since the adoption of the more
lenient policy in switzerland mur-
ders have been so frequent and
mandofmany of them of such great atro-
city that public sentiment has
changed and now the demand is
generally made for thetherereenactre enactenactmentment
of the death penalty in one of the
cantons bordering on germany a
man set fire to a farmhouse and
caused the death of five persons in
the canton of lucerne a child only
eight years old was murdered by
some tramps and at bemeberne a lock-
smith shot a young man who was
guilty of no worse offense than that
of fishing on his land without leave
the colonel of a regiment was mur-
dered in the canton of ticino by a
man with whom he had remonstra-
ted in a cafe for using bad language
and though the crime was commit-
ted in the presence of several peo-
ple the assassin was allowed to
escape

these were only a few of the
homicides that occurred inside of
three weeks in those portions of
the united states where the death
penalty is part of the law capital
crimes it is true are frequently per-
petratedpetrated but the trouble is that
there are so many means of escape
for thevie culprit the insanity pleapieapiea
meets with too much favor there aarere
so many technicalities that form
loopholes for the benefit of the crim-
inal and the laws delays which
have become proverbial seem to be
multiplied in the special behalf of
the murderer then if the extreme
penalty should happen to be pro-
nounced after newe trials and appeals
and other legal subterfuges have
failed the condemned sinner is
transformed into a hero in the minds
of0 super sentimental people and his
path to the gallows is strewed with
flowers watered by the tears of sym-
pathetic imbecilesimbeciles and on the fa-
tal scatseatscaffoldroidrold praying priests assure
thetile blood guilty wretch of a quick
passage into the joys of everlasting
life and glory if he only assents to
the atonement of the redeemer

it is a little singular that people
who profess to believe that the
bible iqii the word of god enter-
tain these ideas of extra tenderness
towards the worst of malefactors it
is writtenmiswritten that the murderer hathhathbath
not eternal life abiding in him
and the eternal has flatfiatgone forth
without revocation whosochoso shed
deth maurmaulmanmau of him also shall

VZ mans blood be shed the death
penalty for murder was pronounced
and established by the highest au-
thority by him who hold tilethe keys
of life and who has the right
to punish or reward to theetterthe utter-
most

human governments have adopt
fdrd ththe deathideath penalty from the divine

law it is the only adequate earthly
retribution for the crime of wilful
murder it is a mistake to call it
simply revenge it is simplesimpie justice
it is the right penalty for the broken
law extreme punishmenth ment for ex-
treme crime it is also needful for
the protection of society the com-
munity has the right to protect itself
from tilethe lawless individual and is
just in establishing the death penal-
ty for him who unlawfully takes
life it is consistent in making
certain the inability of thetile destroyer
to commit furtherfurt lieriier destruction
the desperate efforts that are made
by condemned murderers to escape
that final penalty is proof of its ter-
rors to the guilty soul and while
there will always bete persons in the
present fallen condition of the race
who will forget or defy the law when
base passion holds sway in their
souls it cannot be denied that the
certainty of execution to follow dis-
covery will deter many from taking
the fatal step which is to bring them
to the gallows on earth and tiletiie ven-
geance of the eternal in the world
to come

we believe that the swiss people
are returning to the right method of
dealingn with assassins howeverI
we do not advocate the popular mode
of dealing out the death penalty
the only atonement the murderer
can give for his crime is the pouring
boutotout at his own blood as an offeringing
to offended justice to this extent
we believe in blood atonement
outside of the great sacrifice on the
mount of crucifixion murder is a

sintsin unto death which prayers
and repentance and ordinances
will not wash away our enemies
who seek to misinterpret everythingeveryeveny thing
in our creed which gives them thetile
slightest opportunity to falsify can
make what use they please of this
avowal but we do not believe in
the illegal infliction of a legal pun-
ishmentishment hebe that breaks tilethe law
is amenable to the law and the
slayer of man should be punished
by the shedding of his blood at the
hands of the lawfully appointed exe-
cutionercutioner private vengeance is for-
bidden by the divine wordaniword and is
barredbarrel by human enactment

BATTALION HISTORY

IT is pretty well known that bro
daniel tyler of beaver has been
engaged for some time in the com-
pilationpilation of a history of the mormon
battalion some chapters of which
have appuppappearedeared in advance in thistills
paper As there is some anxiety to
know when the work will appear
bro tyler makes the following ex-
planation

beavbeaverreaverm nov 6 1880
editor deseret news

in answer to the inquiries of my
numerous friends in relation to bat-
talion history I1 beg to say that I1
sent the crude manuscript to Pfaiilident george Q cannon omeiomei weamne
ago after a careful perusal he
says 1I think you have the materi-
al for a very interesting history and
one that is much needed I1 cannot
saypay howlow long before it will bee pub-
lished or what the size or price will
belie at present but shall push it as
fast as my humble circumstance i
will permit

SANDWICH ISLANDS MISSION

the following letter to president
taylor will be of general interest

LAMLAIE oahubabu
sandwich island

october 20 isso1880
president john taylor
dear brother our coinferenceconference

which commenced on the ath of
october and continued until sunday
noon of the loth was of sunnsufficientlelent
interest and importance I1 think to
justify me in reporting to you

we expected quite an influx of
visitors from this and other islands
to attend conference hence we
erected a lanai on one side of our
meeting house to accommodate and
shelter those who could not gain an
entrance to our old stylesavle ofor school-
house meetinghousemeeting housealiouse such aseereas were
built in thethem early daysdaya of utah a
building very inadequateadequate10 to the
present importance and wants of our
church on these islands

the thirteen meetings held dur-
ing our conferencece were well attend
ed and all spoke in high terms of
the spirit and egood feelings that pre-
vailed both by the speakers and
hearersbearers and our visitors returned to
their homes with a higher apprecia-
tion of the cause progress and labors
on lalelaie and throughout the mission

than that which they previously
possessed one sister came from the
island of mauimaul on a schooner and
then walked from honolulu to lalelaie
a distance of 32 miles we gave her
a dress pattern and furnished her a
horseborse to ride to honolulu on her re-
turn she is a convert of elder geo
Q cannon and was also baptized by
him a bit of history she prides her-
self very much in relating

at our last april conference we
called the attention of thetile people to
the lawjaw of tithing and since that
time up to the conference just clos-
ed we have received four hundred
and forty one iti dollars from tilethe
saints in this mission

our statistics as shown at confer-
enceen ce give the membership of the
mission as follows elders from home
7 number of their families 9 native
elders priests IS2 teachers
deacons male members fe-
male members 1275 new baptisms
during the last six months chil-
dren under 8 years of age total
offommmecisleciscersceis and members including
childrenchildre tinder eight

the distribution of foreign elders
to labor in the mission during0 thetile
next six months is as follows el-
der carl anderson with four na-
tives to labor on the island of haw-
aii sidney coray with two natives
on the islands of mauiblaul molokai and
I1janailanai J G knell with two nativesnative
on the island of kanaikanal benjamin
cluff jr with two natives on this
island and joseph H dean and VV

D alexander in consequence ofor
family circumstances will remain at
lalelaie and assist me in the labors on
the plantation

we have arranged to hold a con-
ference in honolulu on the and
31 at which time and place
all the elders meet previous to sail-
ing off to their fields of labor

we are making quite an effort to
collect means to build a new meet-
ing house at this place with the
hope of obtaining your consent to
use for that purpose a part of the
tithing already paid in we think
a suitable house for this place will
cost about 30 0 2003 of that
amount we hope to collect from the
people by april next we feel con-
fident that in erechinerecting such a build-
ing as we now have in contempla-
tion it will give our cause anewa new
impetus and start afresh the spirit
of gathering to thistills land during
this year nine new frame
buildingss for dwellings have
been erected by residents on
this land and several more are in
contemplation bainrain has fallen fre-
quentlyly of late which gives every-
thing a fresh appearance and revives
within us new chopo for the future
we are now planting out 212009 cof-
fee

cor-
fee trees having started an orchard
of oranges ilme and mangoesmanghes of
several hundred trees to which we
are adding other varieties of fruit
trees

the affairs of our government
which has been trembling for some
time past are now settling into
quietude the ringking made a won-
derful blunder when he took gibson
as a member of the privy council
but having seen his folly lie has dis-
missed him and gibson retires leav-
ing a bad record during the short
time he was in office his notorious
effiefficiencyclency in flattery brought him up
by the side of the king and it is to
be reregrettedretted that he did not con-
tinue longer so as to leave a deeperdeeper
and more lasting shame upon hisIs
character in the eyes of the hawai-
ian race

t eaith generally prevails in our
colony except mrs cluff who haslias
been quite poorly for two months
and we all feel earnest in our labors
to promote good

with kind regards to the quorum
of apostles in which the brethren
join

I1 am as ever your brother in tbthee
gospel

H H CLUFF

THE ROUTE lobFOB THE CANAL

tueTHE minutes of the meeting of the
city council show that a peti-
tion was presented to that body from
a number of residents of big cotton-
wood and mill creek wards askingI1
the council to reconsider its action
adopting0 the upper route for the
jordan and salt lake city canal
at the same time a remonstrance
was also presented from residents of
the same wards represented as
owners of a water ditch known as

the lower canal the petition
and remonstrance were both refer-
red to the committee on improve-
ments which wagwaa specially enlarge

ed by the addition of two experexperiencexperiencelenc
ed members

we think this subject worthy of
grave and careful consideration
the city council will no doubt
examine into the matter thor-
oughly and take such a course as will
be properkroperproper and for the bestbeat interest of
the public with a due regard for all
vested rights that may havellave accru-
ed and not stick by a resolution ronorfor
the simple reason that it has been
onceonee adopted if on further deliber-
ation it is discovered that the lower
route is the most advisable we have
no doubt that the council will be
perfectly willing to reconsider and
comedowncome down to the better way at
any rate we feel assured that no
rash or stubborn policy willwili govern
the council on a matter of such vast
importance

we understand that the great ad
vantagevan tage claimed for the upper survey
is that by that route the canal will
water some thirty more city blocks
than it would if broughtbrouglitgilt bbyy the
lower route this would be
a very strong recommendation
in its favor it those blocks would
really gain anything by it but we
understand that all the lots therein
are already watered from another
source so that the capacity of the
canal would only be taxed that
much more by its elevation above
their line this is not new ground
to be benefited by the canal it is
already supplied with water and
would doubtless have more on the
completion of the canal if the latter
waswal taken by the lower route as
there would be more to spare than
there is now for the upper districts

against the upper route we are
informed is the ugly fact that just
southsou til of mill creek it would have
to come around a hill where the
sosoil is of such a nature that it would
have to- be piled and for a
considerable distance which would
entail great expense this would be
ababsolutely feces ary for the safety
of houhoueshouseses and farms below this
disadvantaget it appappearsrs to us far
more than ott ets thethe question-
able advantage of watering the
thirty blocks already provided
for especially when it is remember-
ed that all the canal will carry will
be needed below

against the lower route the fol-
lowing objections are oftofferedered it
will cross the lines of the water and
gas mains it will involve litigation
with the claimants of the lower
canal who have used it for eight
years as an irrigating ditch to the
first objection we have to say that it
appears to us but a mallsmallt one it i
not absolutely necessary that either
the water or gas mains shall be ex-
actly straight and the engineer can
certainly findlind some simple
method of securing practical
ways for the pipes at the
points where the canal would cross
them to thetile second one we sug-
gest that the claims of certain par-
ties

par-
ies to the lower canal are of rather
doubtful validity and in any cae
can no doubt be settled amicably
beroloberbie the route is finally deter-
mined

in thetile year 1867 a company wawat 1

organized called thetiie deseret irri-
gation and navigation canal com-
pany which was created a body cor
borate in law and which built the
canal now called the lower canal or
the church canal and acquired
rights in relation thereto which are
still valid in law and injustice the
right of way was purchased for a
considerable part of the route and
stock was taken in thethu company by
many of our leading citizens it is
stated that when by reason of the
building of the railroad some of the
purposes for which the canal was
constructed were abandoned the
people in the mill creek and cot-
tonconwoodwood region were permitted to
use thetile canal for an irrigat-
ing ditch with the under-
standing that when needed it was
to revert to the use of the company
giving them the privilege if they
have used it for seven or eight years
and imagine that by that use they
have acquired legal ownership of
the canal we think they will find
that they are mistaken and if we
are rightly indintinformedormed as to the facts
there IQi little doubt that they have no
moral or just right to it for how can
they claim ownership in property
the use of which they have only had
by summiesufferancerancenance

however there may be circum-
stances connected with this questin
about which we are not informed
and in thetile event of persons havinhaving
acquired any nightright legal or mommoral
in that portion of the canal under
consideration equitable arrange-
ments could doubtdoubtlesslerleqs be made to
the satisfaction of all parties con-
cerned no one should be deprived

of any actual right private ppropertyro nhizhir
must not be taken for ppublic
use without fair comeomcompensationpensa tionlon

if the old canal can be utilized to
the saving of expense and of proper-
ty which has cost many of 0ourur citi-
zens considerable outlay economy
and regard for fair dealing would
suggest that the lower route should
be adopted we do not seek to in-
fluence

I1

the committee in its conclu-
sions lutbut we suggest these points
for consideration desiring only that
what is best shall be done all the
circumstances being duly weighed
and all vested rights being fairly
considered

A SURE SUCCESS

DURING the recent little nip of coal
famine in this cityelty the popularity
of the utah eastern railroad move-
ment was considerably increased
people who could not obtain coal
enough at any aricetoceto cook a dinner
or keep out the frost could see the
necessity of some sure avenue by
which coal could be secured to ththisis
city during the approaching winter
and many who had not much sur-
plus cash exarexpressedessed the wish that
shares in the capital stock of the
narrow gauge road were less than 50
each so that they could subscribe
andaud help to push the road through

it was announced on the publica-
tion of this desire that as low a suesumsumbum
as ao10 could be invested in the capi-
ta

capi-
tal stock of the utah eastern and
small shareholders were welLwelcomedmed
to come forward we do not know
how many ofot those who cried out
for a chance to help a little
llave availed themthemselvesselvIs of
the opportunity thus afforded but
we are of thethenopinion from what we
learn that thethernumber of 10 invert
ors is but small

we venture to remind our friends
that the same pinch from which
the city suffered a few weeks ago is
quite likely to come again with a
much tightightentighterterten squeeze before winter
is over unlessunies some other channel
than the great railroad is open for
the transportation of fuel trains
are delayed now on the union paci-
fic railroad both frelfreifreightolit and pas-
senger because of the greatgreat rush of
business let a blockade or two oc-
cur on the line and where will saltsall
lake city be out in the cold most
emphatically we are not prpredict-
ing

i
edictedlet

imaginary danger we but
point out a very probable contin-
gency we ought to have a road
open to the coal mines of our own
territoryFerri tory by which we can be sure
of an adequate supply ofor fuel when
the winter winds howl around the
snowy peaks of the wasatch and
the valleys are hoar with the breath
of mugking frost

we have not touched on the ques-
tion of economy thataa t was fully and
ably handled in col winders letter
which appeared in thursday even-
ings NEWS that those who help
to make the completion of the utah
eastern secure will gain a rich re-
turn for their investment whether
the road pays or not or whether or
not the union pacific shallshail put down
the price of coal too low for the utah
eastern to run with
in the letter referred to as plain
and clear as daylight and the fear
that jay gould or some other rail-
road magnate will freeze out or buy
out the peoplespeopled coal road is entirely
groundless aswillaa willwiil be seen when the
pooling of stock that cannot be sold
out for fifteen years as already de-
scribed in these columns is correct-
ly understood
let those who wish to makemaker cer-

tain a supply of good fuel at much
lower rates than present prices go
ahead aniana help to ninishfinish the utah
eastern it is the only opening for
freedom to the salt lake peoplepapio
from absolute bondage on the coal
question enquire into talishe subject
it will bear the closest investigationin tionlion
and it is absolutely sure ththatatthethe
completion of this enterprise if
backebackeddandand owned bytheby the body of the
people will bring to us what we
sorely need and that success isasis as
certain as anything can be under the
sun

WHICH IS THE BETTER WAY

ONE of thetho most important public
measures now engaging the atten-
tion of our civic authorities is the
completion of the jordan andalid salt
lake city canal the question of
its route through the city is now in
agitation we took occasion a day
or two ago to makemako some contrast
between the upper and lower sur-
veys on the line of one of which the


