THE DESERET NEWS.

_—— =

B — e, i

NO. 22,

GREAT SALT LAKE CITY, WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 1861,

DISCOURSE
By Prest. DANIEL II. WELLS, Tabernacle,
Sauday morning, April 14, 1=6G1.

——

FEPCRTED BY J. V. LONG»

—

The gespel of salvation is rich in instrue-
tion and 1t is calculated in its nature to ele-
vate and to strengthen the human race. We
eee in our experience, in passing along thro’
life errors, weaknesses,degradation and every

species of evil. As the gospel opens our eyes,
the mere light and intelligence we get the
more we see, and the more we reform in our-
selves,

There is nothing, perhaps, within our
knowledge that is so well calculated to ele-
vate our minds, to b ing us up out of the low,
degraded condition in which we are placed.
Almest all in-nkind are groveling in the dark,
and are unwilling to receive the light of rev-
elation that comes from heaven. The gospel
which we have embraced is heoly in its nature
and in its tendency; it bas caused vs to dis-
cover turpitude in our own bosoms and lives,
and it inclines us to reform, to reject the evil
and cleave 1nto that which is good. It is
calculated to reform every Saint, every son
#nd davg' ter of Adam. The message which

we shall then increase in knowledge, and
in all the gifts and graces of the gospel of
Jesus C rist.

The only way to preserve ourselves in the
faith is to be diligent in prayer, and in all
‘hose duties required of ns as Saints; to be

1

to perform, but be diligent and en¢rgetic in
every thing that is required. It is not a sac-
crifice of our time, but it is an increase of the

If they
it; in fact, att<ntion to duty brirgs ourin-
crease of every good thing that heart can
wish or de.ire in righteousnessr It is our
duty to strive to be actuated by the influence

faithfut in those th ngs that we have received |
and not be dgilatory in anything that we bave| holy mission which we have to perform.—

Spirt of the living God to the hones! in heart. | life. Mothers can prove of great s rvice to
have erder, they will have more of

VOL XI.

ed with the power of this people, so long as
they will remain united, so long will they pro-
gress and increase in the knowledge of the
truth. I am proud to own this people as my
friends.

Brethren, if (his our ho'y religion be lived
and acted up to, then it is a great, high and

Then act up to it nobly; let us instil into the
minds of our children that nice sense of hon-
or whieh will prove a shield to them in after

the children, in instilling into the minds the
principles that will lead to life and salvation,
and that will keep their feet from unholy
footsteps. It is a mission that mothers can

their old echool-houses,and to certain treesthat
surrounded the house,and other haunts of their
childhood, giving early and pleasing impres~
sions. These things are calculated to inspire
the young minds with taste for that which is
beautiful and Jovely. It is elevating to the
mipd to make and have around us and our
habitations shade trees, flowers and shrubs,
and it sets a good example before the young,
and it is calculated to instil into their bosoms
virtue, holy and righteous principles; it will
circulate the same in our wards as ir evt
habitations.

Many people will live year aftez years,they
will plow and sow, reap and mow without a

act in. 1t is a consolation to parents to see

of the Ho y Spi:it, an1 it is for us to encour- their children become great,g+od and holy men | litt

age within us a love of those prine ples which | and women. Thenthesy will never forget those

tree, without a fence about their premisess

lhefr will live in a mud hovel, whereas with a
e labor an hour or two in a day, in setti

out a few trees, be the labor ever so small, it
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are being revealed; to let the love of those
principles be the delight of c¢ur bosoms con-
tinually; to think uwpon, to act wpon in our
daily livea. O edience brings with it its own
rich reward, and an increase of every good
thing whether temporal or rpiritual, and then
we +hould di-card the evil, and every thing
which has a downward tendency,that wemay
receive edification and thus cause union to
spri g up awongst us, and encon age a feeling
in our hearts to do good, and strive in faith

has gone forth is comforting to all the world,
if they will receive it, comply with and abide :
by its requirements.
habitants of the earth; they can chooge or re-
ject it, they can receive or turn away from it.
It a a mat er of agency, left with them to do
a3 they please, either to love the right or the
wrong; to do good or to do evil. Herein is
the economy of heaven illustrated inthe hu.
man soul: sent forth upon the earth 'o per-
form ity work either for good or ill:sit
gseemeth them good. 1f the people adhere to
the mersage which is sent and the gospel
which is being proclaimed, they lay a founda-
tion for eternal exaltation, for association
w:th the Gods of eternity.
good #nd cleave unto that which is e.il, the
rezult will be the opposite; the conaequences
will be diminishing and wasting away of life
and its blessings. There is n» increase to the
wicked and disobedient; they will come to a
full stop; whereas, to the increase of the
righteous there shall be noend. The right-
eous will centinue to increase and multiply in
this present Jife and also in ihat which is to
come. ‘Thar p.rson who is wicked, coeso
live, accerd nz to the proper defin tion of the
terin; we may say that he exists, but scirce-
ly 1 ver, except as he lives in wickedness,
w hich 13 oily a tempor:ry existence. Tne
el ‘nnel «f commu: ication is clos-d ug (o the
linman sov) that is wicked, while it is ex‘en-
ded to him that fol ows in the footst-ps of
virtue. The enjoyment of the righteous is
ircre pe, The attributes cf cur Heavenly
Father’s nature are only par i lly lrarned by

|

If they reject the |

to bring down the blessings of heaven. Faith

things that are instilled into tneir minds in | beautifies that place on which the labor is
their intancy. I feel that there is not pains | bestowed. When you look at a place, a
enough taken te instil that nice sense of honor ' house and homestead, it s"ems to indicate the

is the gift of God; and if we will promote that |
It is fiee to all the in- |in our bosoms, we shall increase in the knowl- | restrains many a yerson from evil, when made | every antagonistic power and influence on the

into the mind which will shield the children in
after life. 1 do not care how wicked they
m1y become, the wholésome instruction given

- cords that will draw them and keep them from
'many an evil thing in future life; and when
they become fathers and mothers, they will
reflect upon the teachings of their childhrod,
' of how they were trained up in the nurture
and admonition of the Lord. The ¢-nscience

‘very small,
in their youth will be like a shield—like towards mak

character of the person that dwells there.

Although eur improvements may seem to be

yet every little does so much

ing l:|p the sum of husman happi-
u

ness. It is our duty to improve in all these

‘things that will make home pleasant and

desirable. It is, as I said before, our mission

'to redeem the earth, by adorning it in every

possible way. Then we will wield an influ-

ence that in time will enable us to overcome

edee of the truth and in the power of God.|to understand and know that the eye of the 1I1 earth that is brought to bear upon it. Ther®

If we will promote faith and confidence in cur
bosoms,which is said to be the basis of power,
then what is there that we desire that we can
not accomplish? Our faith and affections arce
united, then see the gtrength and pewer that
we would wield in promotiug the principles

abroad upon the face of the earth.

How is it that we are compelied to pray
that our Father in heaven will
his kingdom the ungzodly?

:

|

Lord is upon themw, whetlier any other person
gees them or not.

1t should cause us to ve more careful ani
articular than any other influence that can

be brought to bear upon us, seeing and know- |
ing what we can do, and how we would feel
which we 80 much 1ejoice to see spreading to have the Loid behiold "an evil in our con- up as it pleaseth him.

ldue*. When we consider that the Lord is
coznizant of our acts, should we not be more

gather out of ' careful that we do nolhing to displease Him ' predominates among
Is it that the gin- than we are of cispleasing any oiher being? |hear the sound thereof almost from day to
ner in Zion may be afraid and the bypocrite I8 it not a joy to feel that we Lave the appro- day. But here in these valleys of the moun-

' i8 no doubt about this in my mind, for I know
that this kingdom must eventuvally triumph.

The work of the Lord is progressing as fast
as the Saints are capable of standing up un-
der it. Things are breaking to pieces in the
nations; the Lord is casting down and setting
We can plainly see
and footsteps in the midst of the
The confusion which reigns and
the wicked, and we can

'his han
nations.

flee away. We are, and I expect, we shall be bation of o« Father in heaven ia all that we [tains is a grand contrast; here is peace and
compelied to make this prayer to our Father|do, and to have that peace of mind whieb this happiness, and, if we have a mind to make it

in heaven so long as there are hypocrites in

those who call themselves Saints,

We see the young people, oft times, walk-
ing in the wa' 8 of evil, practising dishonesty,
practising drinking, stealing and other vices,

kingdom, born of E
ceived this gospel
whem may be distinguished by their names

having been taken from the Book of Mormon;
young men who should have known nothing
but righteous prin.ipies. I say it is grievous
when we sce vne of these, in whom we have

truth, and go into sin and inijuily.
It may be consid -red by many a wonder that
we should fail In our judgment, but I do not

u ; we are but babes in tLe science (f the
goaspel.

The yure m'nd d man is more capab’e of
receiving these great and gl rious pr.nciples
which are calculated to e Jiven the |uman

smind, and to enarge the capaciy of man a great many things, yet he is willing tkat al!!apirit and feeling
ghould have an opportunity of preving them-]

énd prepara him for receiving those thinga
which ire so beautiful and glorious. These
«re truths which evrl?' ons will adm’t who
reflects up n the principl s of toe holy g sp 1.

appears te be a pred sposition in the hearts or
nands «f ome to do evi', and not pursue the
path ef life and live ther hely religion as
they have been taught; they do not feel to
pursue the hely path of righ eousvess, o zs
io receive the blesgings, the enjoyment and
the fel city promised to the faithful ¥a nts.—
It is the privil-ge cf the Saintste progre*s in
ths knowledge of the principles of eternal life,
and the great-st gift that can be bestowed
wpon man is the g'ft of eternsl life, It is our
privi ege to progress in the knowledge of God,
and to become mcre irstrumental of do'ng
pood 'n the service «f our g eat master, as we

cons der it is a wonder at all that we shou’

gometimes chioose men who afterward prove!

unfaithful, for the Almighty will prove his
servants who are called as well as those who
ca!l them, and alth.? the Lord may foreknow

selves,
Althongh those who have been born in the

church have greater opportunities than we
We ali know them teo b= true, and yet there |have had in our infancy, inregard to the prin-

| ciples of life and salvation, yet they are sub-
ject to temptstion and to be led astray as
we are. This, our experience teach-s us, and
it is n.t so wonderful that we should see t is
in our you h. The spirit that is in man needs
continual watchful-ess. We must watch our-
selves, wateh our footsteps. The Eutmg and
inexperienced do not understand thii as we
do wheo have passed furlher alorg in life’s
dreary path. But they will improve when
they feel by experierce the smart, for walk-
ing in the ways of evil; when they see that
it does not aflord that fmppinean which thei
expecied, eepecially if their parents who see

and those, too, who have been born in this { - | ; | _
arents who loved and re- | culcate that we should alwajys strive to grati- | and why don’t we do it? Many of us will say

efore their birth, many of | fy each other, but as far as is c nsistent | we will,

p'aced such strong hopes, turn as ay from the

'knowledge inetills into our bosows?

Then |
the midst of the people of the Most High God, ' how careful we ought to be for our vwn satis- | We can have just as good a heaven as we

so,—our heaven, f r it rests with ourselvee.

faction, to see that we are circumspect in | have a mind to, if we go about it in the right

regard to our dai'y lives,

way. It is for us to make it to suit ourselves.

1 also think it is our duty, upon the princi- | If we have any happin+ss here we have it to

' ples of righteousness, to please each other as | make,

ar as we can. But I would not +wish to in-!

| with the principles of truth s rive to please
' each other instead of pursuing an oppo:ite
course, or one that is calculated to harass
and injure each other’s feelings. I recom-
mend rhis course myself, as being product.ve
of more good. We should not s'rive to hedge

particular motives
evil, and knowing
we should seek to b.ild each other up.

, excepting that it is_an
that in all righteuuane:ﬂ
We

'should seek to have within eurselves that'i
which will produce the |having of science, of knowledge, of philoso-
. phy, of mech nism, of the cultivation of the

most happiness and prosperity.

old and young, bond and free,and finally exalt
"us inthe kingdom of our Father and God. Itis
for us, then, to eschew evil and set worlhy
examples, strive to extend this influence
abroad among owr brethren, so far as we are

-

redeem mankind from sin and iniqnity.

We effer the people the gospel, which Is
calculated fo save them in the kingdom of
God. We scek also to make the desert blos-
som as the rose; and herein we may improve
ourzelves in the cultivation of the earth. We
can ornament and adorn the earth with trees,
with shrubs and flowers, and wh:le it ia bring-

up each other’s wav, in the work of right-! ' :
eousness and truth, but as we were taught by | honest in heart may come with a heart and
| onr President the dutiesof tle Elders of Is- mind to aid in reclaiming the desert, an
d  rael so let us correct an evil, not througi any | causing it to blossom as the rose, come to ai

The gospel,if we will let it, will save us, |

able and so far as we have it eurselvee, and [
then cause them to extend it te others, and so ‘
continue; and in this way seek to iedeem the in no way overcome, Tiey may surge up
earth, as well as in our labors of seeking to| against the kingdom, but the barrier will be

It is our privilege to have peace, to
make our homes happy by living our religion,

Here is the greatest heaven of any place
upon the earth, and God being our helper we
will extend thi's heaven abroad, increase ita
number of angels of peace, its usefulness and
extend its benefits to others, for as many as

| choose may come and enjoy it with their hearte

and souls. It is my daily prayer that the

in the good eanse,in the concentration of
truth, of wisdom, of power, and of every good
thing, to aid in the enlightenment of the
world and in concentrating all that is worth

earth; to aid in concontrating into one focus
' all human ingenuity, and all human strength
and power that will bui!d up the ki gdom of
' God, establish the principles of rightecusness
land peace vpon the earth, and thus form a
| barrier against the assailing floods of wick-
edness and corruption which have se long
desolated the earth, a barrigr which they cam

 greater and greater, and it will eventually
' break the nations in picces and grind them te
pewder. As it was said by one of old, “Upon
whomsoever that stone shall fall, it will grind
them to powder.”

Here is 2 concentration of power, governed

' by righteous principles, governed by intelli-

increase in years; and also that we mayin-
crease in wis‘om ard in intelligence, and lay
a feundation fir o hers to build upon that
come after us, that our children may benefit
by eur experienee, and not have to travel over
the same ground that we have traveled.—
They will be measu-ably free from the preju-
dices, fradiions and esuperstitions wuncer
whicir we have been raise, and rthey will be
enabled the eby more easily to thr-w off the
shackles which are calcu a‘ed to trammel
their mirds in the path in wh ch we bhave at-
tempted to tread, therefore still greater glory
will attend their feotsteys, if fai bful, be-
caus> of the greater knowledge which they
will be capalle of receiving. And yet we
loek around and see ourselves and others, to
a greater or less degree, prone to do evil. Not
heeding the whisperings of the Spirt which
are calculated to shield vs fromthese evil ten-
dencies and ways, calcu'ated to preserve us
and attend upon cur foots we get into
trouble and difficulty; but if we strive to do
as well ag we can and submit to these influ-

:

eaces which are calculated toshut ouf ev.l,|

their welfare, continue to walk in the path
of r ght, of justice and equity.

We look upon the world from which we
have come, from the lowest state of degreda-
tion, perbape, and we are placed here npon a
platform which is calcolated to lift us above
every other portion of the human race. This
is the destiny of this people and of their ehil-
dren, and all those who shall come into this
'kingdom to exercise an infinence over the
whole world to excreise that power wlich will
emanate from he#¥ep, for the government!
of the human family.

We sre progressing;and this s truly a glori-
ous work znd mission which this people have
engaged in, a'd upen which they have been
gent; it is to redeem the esrth from sin and
iniqnity, to establish the principles of right-
eousness upon a basis rever more to be
thrown down; to establish them upon a firm
and righteous basis — principles which
all the world may learn and by which they
may ba saved, if they will obey them. And
it is the only nucleus of power that will do to

|

ing forth grainof all kinds for the sustenance
of man, it will also be beautified by our in-
dustry and taste,

Israel is on a mission; the Elders are out
upon a missien; the good seed is being sown;
the Lord has commenced his work in earnest,
and thousands will flock to this standard, and
it will do to tie to. Yes, thousands will do
this for safety. Then it is for us to prepare
to bring forth the grain and the other pro-
ducts of the earth for the sustenance of the
people of God; to ornament the earth with
cities and temples, with grain, with shrubs,
with trees, with fences and every good thing
that makes it delightful to the eye of the
builder, and in this way cauge our homes to
become beautiful. Like every otlher principle
of righteousness it is better for ourselves to
do things in this way. It is pleasing to God,
it is also pleasing to every enlightened mind,
and causes the faithful in atfer life to look
back te their ebildhood, to consider certain

admonitions they received.

tie te; there is no nueleus that can de cewmpar- |

traits in their charaeter and the counsel and | pros
When children | will be eurs.

grow up they are very apt te look back te

gence; and here is an opportunily of knowing
“all that is worth knewing or having upon the

face of the whole earth. And when this
' power is brought te bear upon the wicked and
' ungodly nations, will it not crush them, and
' they be as chaff before the wind when it shahl
| $all upon them? Yes, and it will grind them
| to dust,

It is for us, then, if we scck the presperily
of Zion, to be faithful, te be diligent in eur
'own duties, to live our holy religion day by

day, hour by beur. Did you not know that a
man may do that in a wmoment which he ean-
not redeem himself from in a lifetime, and
perbaps pot in an eternity?

Let us skun evil and put it under our feet,
put it far from us yea, even the very appear-
ance ef evil, that eur pathway may be strewn
with the blessings of the kingdom of God, and
that the influence of the Holy Spirit may be
in us as a well of water springing up into
everlasting life. Let us sfirive to do good for
our own sake. and then peace, happiness and
erity both temporally and spiritually

——

I make this appeal te you, my brethrea and



