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THE DEBERET WEEKLY.

company with choleric and quarrel-
some persons, for they will engage him
into their own quarrelsa.”

NORTH CAROLINANS AND MORMONS-

The attention of the “News” has
been called to two letters which have
been given prominence in the Kinston,
North Carolina, Free Press. Ordinarily

the "News' does not care to give at-
tention to such statements as those
eontained In the communjeations re-
ferred to, since they are manifestly so
unscrupulous and untrue that reason-
ing people will not believe any part of
them. The grossness of their ma-
ltelous fzlsity is so marked, that any
inteiligent person who gives the mat-
ter thought wiil recognlize it at once.
But for the reason that it may be of
advantage to some people oceasionally
to call attention to sueh misstate-
ments, to show thelr inaccuracy and
inherent mallee and that frequent re-
fteration doee not add the color of
truth, we make mention of this oceur-
repee.
ne of the communications is from
Prof. E. B, Lewls, of Concord, N. C.
He says Utah, Arizona and Idaho are
iplatea “where every magistrate and
every officer Is a ‘salnt,’ and where no
Gentlle can acquire land or property;"
that a Mormon “disdains science and
hyglene;” that ‘‘children have 1o
value but as prospectlve units in the
Chureh, their lives are as colorless and
blank as the desert prairie;'" that no
physician presides at thelr birth, and
“the birth-chamber i8 no more se-
cluded than the hog-pen;” that “legal-
ly, they are outlaws; ethically they
are revergionary; morally, they are
colorless; gocially, they are brutes, po-
litieally, they are anarchlsts; historie-
ally consldercd. they have not in =a
half century deserved a line except to
chronlicle their misdeeds; in literature
they are as barren as the shores of
their Dead Sea:' and that “were a
single individual to live in our midst
[North Caroclinal], as a con-
slgtent Mormon, we would certainly
Iyneh him as quickly ag a rope and a
tree could be found.” These quota-
tions are only a sample of Prof.
Lewis's assertlons; and he knows
“gome few things about Mormons."
If Mr. Lewls knows a thing about
the Mormons, he has not told it in his
letter, which never emanated from a
source othir than that of the vllest
among men. No clean man, however
misled he might be, would ever pen
such a communication. And what does
the Kingston Free Press edltor think of
hig action in publishing the gross libel?
He cannot but know as a newspaper
man, with the slightest knowledge of
national affalrs, that Mr. Lewls’'s as-
sertions aré wholly untrue; he knows
that the national record of the Mor-
mon people contradlets every word of
it; that of the three senators which
Utah has had, two of them are Gen-
tileg; that of the four Representatives
in Congress during the past seven
years, two have been QGentiles: that
not a Mormon has heen sent to Con-
gréss from efther Idaho or, Arizona:
and he may not know it, though it ts
a fact, that the majority of the State
officials in Utah are not Mormonms, but
Gentiles, and that Idaho and Arizona
are more pronounced in that direction.
He also ought to be aware of the fact
that the educational facllities and ae-
complishments in Utah are a long way
superior to North Carolina; that the
work performed by Mormon Elders in
that state Is evidence of their Intellectu-
al and moral superiority as "ecorisistent
Mormonsg.” And he ought to defend
his own people from the base aspersion
that they would be so0 lost to honor
and justice as to be a common mobo-
eratie horde of lynchers, .

. of the quéstion.

The other letter referred to is from
Rev. W.'W. Bays,and the headings to his
communication Indicate sympathy with
its utterances on the part of the news-
paper. It makes many assertions
againgt the Book of Mormoh, one of
which is that it “was first written, as
a novel, by a Rev., Mr. Spaulding, a
Presbyterian  minister” Of course
every preacher In the TUnited States

with the edueational secquirements
which Rev, Dr. Bays appears to
posgess, knows that the Spaulding

story was exploded long since; that the
original of that story I3 in the library
of the Oberlin College, Ohio; and that
there is not the slightest connection
hetween It and the Book of Mormon.
These facts all have been brought out
by non-Mormons. But to the credit
of many denominational preachers, in
the Southern Btates and elsewhere, be
it sald, they are not so fond of bearing
false witness agalnst their neighhbors as
Rev. W, W. Bays shows himself to be.

Our Kinston cotemporary should re-
call the adage that “evil communica-
tlons corrupt good manners,” and
should purge itself, by presenting the
truth about the Mormons, of the un-
cleanness that has marred {ts columns
in glving space to the Lewis and Bays
letters.

REATONSIDBILITY FOH DBELIEF.

The questjon, What jg the nature of
bellef, and what are the conditions
under which it arises? has always been
consldered of great ifmportance, both
from a religlous and philosophi¢al point
of view. It involves another, How can
a human belng regulate his bellet?
Is he or I8 he not respongible for re-
celving or rejecting certain proposi-
tions that claim his constderation?

Recently this subject has been dis-
cussed in A highly materialistic way
by a writer in Popular Seience
Monthly. He says man 1s mainly an
organism through whom the wvarlous
forces of the world flow, just as the
sponge is subject to the different cur-
rents of the ocean in which it has an
existence, Bellef, he says. is only one
of the human functions dependent on
environment:

In lliustratlon of his position he
states that mental operation !8 ac-
companied by an inereased flow of
blood to the brain, and that this gives
a key to the condition under which be-
lief arises, Not calm reasoning but
feellng 18 the essentinl requlsite. Any-
thing, even a stimulant, may, accord-
Ing to the author, be expected to
quicken belief. Coffee, he thinks,
awakens doubts as a general rule,
while alcohol dispels skepticlsm and
enthrones lelief. Love, particularly
disappointed passion, iz another stimu-
lant of falth, as is joy, while sorrow,
remorse  and melancholy, strangely
enough after what has heen asserted
of disappointed love, are conduelve to
doubt.

Enougb hasg been selected of the
author's views-.on thig subject to show
their general bearing. They are sub-
atantially one with those of the
agnostic who maid he was no more
reapongfble for hls belief than for the
color of hig hair. To hoth man I8 only
a machine, an Inatrument aceldentally

turned by elrcumstances and respond-

ing to the winda that may happen to
strike the varjous stringa. The loftlest
hymns of adoration that ever were
composed by Hebrew poets were bhut
echoesn of the vibrations of excited
nerves; the songs of pralse, the sweet
harmony of which daily ascend fo the
throne of grace )ike the Incenme from
the altar in the anclent sanctuary are
but the offspring eof stimulation, ex-
citement. Can this he In accordance
with faeta?

It is certainly not the seriptural view
Here faith is the as-

surance or the pgiving substance to
things hoped for, the evidence or the
test of things not seen. It is the gift
of the Almighty, but obtainable by
all through attention, or ‘giving
heed” to the facts on which it depends.
This 1s the seriptural doctrine. Man is
80 constituted that If he.honestly and
humbly will apply his mind to the
contemplation of truth and error, he
cannot but believe the former and re-
jeet the Jatter. He is therefore justly
under condemnation if he does not be-
lieve the truth, if deliberately he choos-
e8 darkness in preference to light.

Those that take the view of the
writer referred to above, and of the ag-
nostics, always {gnore an Important
fact In relation to man. Man's phys-
ien]l frame may be a machine, wonder-
fully conceived and executed, but with-
in this is a personality, the ego, the
center of self-conselousness, in accord-
ance with whose volitlon the various
parts, with certain limitations, operate,
Man is not. llke a vessel on the sea
without n gulding hand, docomed to be
togsed about by waves and currents
and finally wrecked on a roeky shore.
Within I8 the rational mind endowed
with power and knowledge to counter-
act the adverge forces that surround
him. Man is therefore held gccount-
able for the wonderful craft entrusted
to him, not only for iIts physical parts
but also for its mental powers, inetud-
ing that of belief, Just a8 a pliot is
accotintable for the vessel he guides,
and all that pertains thereto.

BPAIN I8 TEMPORIZING.

The tenor of the dispatches for some
days Indicates that Spaln s tempdr-
lzing in regard to Cuba. Gen. Blanco,
who suecceeds Gen. Weyler as captajn
general of Cuba, and Is represented
to have been sent fromm Madrid to

Havana with authority to inaugurate
local selfl government on the Island,
has been in command a week, yet ig
not reported to have made any offers
to the Insurgents even looking to
autonomy. This fact confirms the as-
surance contained in the statement by
Hon. Hannls Taylor, ex-minister to
Spaln, made publle yesterday, to the
effect that the pretense that Gen.
Blanco was authorized to propose
autonomy was false, and that in reallty
he nelther possessed nor would attempt
to exercise any such authority,

That 18, Spain s tr¥ing to humbug
both the Insurgents and the United
States government, particularly the
latter. Such a game cannot possibly
last long. A few days’ tlme inevity-
bly must disclose the trutb, and If the
diselosure sufficiently proves that the
Sagastn administration 18 deallng in
suhterfuge, with no real intention of
submitting proposals of a reasonable
character to the Insurgents, the gov-
ernment of the United States has only
one thing to do, which is to Intervene
and stop the war.

On Wall street yesterday government
securities fell on account of the Erow-
ing possiblliitles of war between this
country and Spaln, due to the evident
duplicity and vacillatin~ conduct of the
iatter country It is impossible for this
government {1 recede from the posj-
tion it tool, at least by implication
in the messace that Minister Wood.
ford delivered to the BSpanish ecourt:
and it therefore follows that Spain
must do something right away, looking
to the end of hostilities In Cuba, or
else this government will. The matter
is approaching a highly interesting
stapge.

The dispatches give particulars of
A manifesto addressed to the insurgent
government which originated in New
York eity, and .is heing signed by Cu-
bans all over the world. It glves
reasons why the insurgents ' cannot



