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II Tramping In many portions ol every
ihlre of Scotland where I have notI found beauty or Mndeur In stenery

I there has always hero winsome nnti

Iuarlan lililorle or personal Interest
Only ono epott hoe proven repulsive

squalid anJ forlorn to nidi degree that
Its very unilpirllncai Is lUrlllnR IU-

tenalll iModom ansi Its miserable folk

and history so uncanny anil infimou
that place folk and history are weirdly
fascinating atone from their woebiroac

vicious and outrageous character Such

a place such a folk sos sorts n liUtuiy

remain In the ancient noted nnd Hill

notorious Stollhh court of II nun
Grelna incest

In what may be termed the sesnd t
loon romantic literature of Ilrllaln no
other place Ins occupied such seandi
Iso and even world wide notoriety It
has for nearly too Mt trailed lhroiinil

I every format romance and tory loCust

ed every manner of newspaper tmesly
burdened much of popular ballad and
rhyme obtruded Itself Into noble as

well os lowly society stalked across the
I stage In tragedy and comedy engaged

the pen or ns great a poet nnd mllrlit 01

Torn Hood In Ms well known elegy to-

pp UwldUInc the doting line ol uhlch
r are

Had I command thou shouUst have
gone thy ways

In chaise and pair and lain In Iere Ili-

Chalsel

ansi Itlias eten entered without rever-

ence the presence of grave chancellors
to pursue Its course ol dishonor and dis-

quietI In the highest courts of the three
kingdoms In tact In the entile ling
llsh speaking world the stance ol Grctna
Green and the notion of Grctna Green
marrIages are as familiar to nil claxca-

as Is the commonest nursery rhyme
et you will not rind a score of peo-

ple eIther In America or In Iltllaln who

can tell ou any more than they can
I give tics origin ol the commonest nursery

i4 rhyme what originally really made lisa
place famous or infamous the conditions
continuing Its notoriety whether tissue
conditions lions been removed or
whether Grctna Green tacit Is seat
place with geographical limitations or-

an Interesting mythi groatng oat of tics
vagaries and witticism of marittl litcra

I torn Illustrative of this was the Indig-
nantJ assertion made tome a short time

i since by a most eminent clergyman of
f Glasgow that Grctna Gram nurrliget

ness abolished by hw a halt centuiy
r ago and that probably not a hundred

couples were ever mauled at Grelm
as alleges by popular tradition On the

I contrary nearer loao couples hive
bten married at Grttna Green Gretna

I Green marriage of the olden sort with
very slight mollification ore constantly
being olrmnlicd at tics present since
and as I dull show I hold a certificate
of marriage of my own issued by the
resent Ilishop of Grctna William
Lalng postman

Nu single clear ansi concise account
can be found In tIm books composing
the conditions and Incidents leading to

I the estahllthment of the ancient nolanI
nan marriage Mcccn of Grctni Its
origin primarily was duo lo the rigors
ol Lnghsh marital law about Ilia middle
of the eighteenth century Ancient
English ILevis held that marriage was
legal by doll contract In lite prentice of
two witnesses rendering tIcs services of
the priest merely n matter of sentiment
or religion Decisions under this law
Influenced by powerful ecclesiastlcism
led to serious legal entanglements A
civil contract marriage was nhdtoa

In the mailer ol descent ofNPr p yIlo the ulftprlng of sucli
marriage It was Iheld tu be Invalid
Rebellion against the Inexorability of
the clerical Influence in the courts
rather than the law itsell resulted in the
clandestinei marriages iclcbrtled by un-

principled clerics In orders known us-
IIFinst marriage ansI llielr consequent

scandals a century and a Uirlcr 10 In
London To end this won puicil the
IEnglish Mirrlage Act ol Lord Clinic
cellor llardwlcke In 175 Hill pro
hlblled nil clandeslnlu and socalled

lrre4lar or civil contract marriages
ansi made It compulsory on all liccgicsic-

acslJrcus except Jualccn and Jews to be
married according to the rites of tint
Church of Ungland-

bo unjust a measure was Certain to
hint with cailnn Opportunity tunisia
was found In the necessarily uiichaniEc
able rule In Iho 1niliih coasts lust and
marriage validly pciforniid In Urn
country In which it had bell
contracted mutt bo heIst valid
for all purposes In Iupland
Kebelllous spirits and secretly punting
hearts naturally turned tow mN thin
nearest country offering relief I his one
was Scotland At the lima of
thin Reformation Scotland ns Hell
us Lniland refused to accept
tIme provision of the Cuuicil of
Trent which rendered the tulcmniia

I lion of marriage by a print mcrtuuy
Scotlands ancltnt ccialtinjttt law was he
notice as that 01 ancient Inland Irolll

i lime Immcmoriil nil that hit been re-
quisite arc valid marriage in bcolland
Id been an inUrclianitu of real und

0 actual conKiit ronstituiiiig at the time
I1 veil an umleiiiiblu Intention nnd deter
initiation lo rusher thin relation of ItutlMiid
and wilts attic cither Inconlcstlble-
u rilten evl knee ol that Itch or inIdungrant wlln Me bcforo whom lice same
is declared ttsln was ancient bcotlish
law It was Scottish hw whvn lrtlna
bvgan lo acquire notoriety usa marriaga-
rtk0 rlllfur succaunay licc V11 I ciiuples
And Is Scottish law hoclay

There has never been In Scotland nor
Is there buoy any bir tu Ihislormof
marriage nave that of public sentiment
Ihe people ol Scotland including u
large proportion of tics clergy soar
sturdily withstood tin enactment ol
Ilaws by the Scscttislt parliament which
might annul this rom ol nuiriaKe or
lend lo clou helrahip under it Strides
conditions of rtfUtratbuI hate alwiysibeen Imposed sod Scottish law tics jl-
UMI prescribed cetUIn ceremonialii Fur
celebrationI of regular marriage austt-
us tics publication of banns slid thJ-
iimdating by a clergyman hat the1

Irregular marriage by witnessed civil
rontroct tin never Intact lucccsslul-
Kauiiltd

I
and has never Utu subject to

huh nose slight modification Ihruueh-
iJwcnce to InglUh appeals torn check
upon limo csGrctnacc and ol Uttcnm

I

marriage ol KnelUli pueptetar bIte
border UllageI Cold ireniln llerwlckI

shire once powewed almost as iimnvi-
nble a reputation M rstnsin 186 by
permission uf Scolllih rrnrreeiiUllve-
nn act was paued by the British parlU-
tnent Imposing the conclusion upon
ScotlMi civil conlrict marriage tint one
of the contracting parlies slut Invo
beets a resident of ScotUn f r n period
of twentonr Immediately preced
iii uch mmr r lag

In sillier words any clll contract
marriage in Scotland Ian humlrx
years loss linen ansi now is a valid one l

Ihe requisite for marriage oh Greta to-

day are reclnly the wine M Ihey atl

wan were with tint exception of sub-
sequent registration nnd Ihe trilling

condition heist residence of one of
Ito contracting IIInIOl and within hInt

cant twenty three cars Ihe hued sent-
ItishctotGmetstchcssllcOrristhhcsIWsSsflI

on neil susan couple chiefly runaway
LnglUh m til nnd women or Ideally no
Itnth ol Ihe entire number married
at Grrtni Gree since Its lines tcanda
laos rnsrrlge of record It Is siccimsl-

fi4 much mounted to nt present for
Irregular marriage cerernony as U was

a hundred years ago though the Tine
color and great clamor of the old cewili
In days when the old CarlisleI soil
Glasgccce road rrsounded uilh rlrfglnr

hoofs and Ihe shunt of pursued and
pursuers are eliminated by the railw lys
and every mall to irlni brings

Ilishop Lamg letter of eager lniU ry
one of which iis truly copied birring tics
signature In the following

Ketehley IJnglond Aug M 1895
OKMI SIR-

Could you kindlyI Inform rue what
length of resident ta necracary in Scot-
land tar artiest going to lie married
iyou ntCntlwf Dor It require hct-
hridlo and Irldecroom to be u cr ruiln-
Itnclh In Scotland or only lice brlder-

La > ou requireI any certificate on to
lIce residence in ScotlandF If Mifrnl
whom should IIIoe1 IJorolllihe minister
solicitor or register Whal lime of d ly
do ou require parlies to be there Inc
marriage Are you to be readily found
ascii on nny d iv t Do you money Suiid ivt
What Is your tttt The parties I write
tar ore

Ar
rippectsble people but not nbleI

lo P55hy highs iresay from one to two
Kiund An early reply will very much

oblige

II SIt we come roil will know me
by my carrying a stIck with carved
ivory head Also by a lilt of green in
my bit bniul II Is possiblel Isle bride
liny not b ive hardly anythingI on us she
will have lo cut stick to participate
Ilow still walthowou

Cinema WM originally chosen a an
objectIve point of safely for both Hying
d btors soul runaway couple from riiKitand solely on account ol its favorable
location Thin great olden coach road
of LncUndI suiil itotcnrsh hlxhwajslhe
eastern one cumlnr north through
lends Wk lljruughbridge Catlerlek
ansi ancient Ihoonslice scene of Dickens
DuthtUijs Halt In Nicholai Nickleby
and Ihtncc liver dreary buntmoor stud
theI western one leading from Liverpool
throuch Lincathlrc ansI the northwest
rIch lcuguislc aiuiseaiainecl at the city of
Carlislel II5roccc Carlisle Ihe single broadI

stone highway passed over the lisk and
Sink rivers between which lay Ihe hu
carte Delulable Land into bcolUnd
It should be borne In mlnil that Ihe dis
lance from Carllile to Gretna just tie
ond the Salk is only about twelve

miles that Grctni wan iho first coach
relay station nurihof CarlUle tint the
Sails stream was thin unquestioned
boundary line between legions aldilI I

bcotlind nnd that whatever lejil or
mural vexations soight In thin olden
times or now lurk in the IDebatable
Und1I between time ik and the hark
whenever debtor or lovers living from
this Inexorable harassment of nglUh
statute once irossrd lice middle ol tide
S irk they were h Untly sate from IIpur
sours beneath the ever welcoming ucgis-

ciiI Scottish law
IhougliGretni haul linen a favorite

haven silrly tar absconding debtors
from the middle of Ihe seventeenth cen-

tury its first irreLUlir marriage of
hlch there Is secant did not occur mill
1771 seventeen oars aabsi until to tim-

ehasoahiecit Lord Lhancillor Illcrdsoickso
Ihated Ingllsh Marnife Act but lice
cit cacccstu cc ol this all iirumerrso
Inn resting and to widely bcnldod Ihil-

Ltm Green aloucc became Hymen
itropolls for hunted haunted runawav
to vets This first marriage sos of John
Idgnr M Mar s parish mid Juan
bcoltof lIce p irlsh of Illclhercl both ol
the adjomlni Inklljli county of Cum-
berlandI Iradltlon has II thai lhe e
two Initcad of coming lit coach and
four over lIce pott route from CarlUleI I

escaped their optrailng relatives by
boat across the Solitav li nth limsy
were upset by storm and fierce Incom-
Ing tide whewe violence duo scum d one of
their pursuers and caused tin olhcn lo
abandonI

lime chum lint couple Ihem-
cUc baruly psciped with Iheir lives

and bcdragglod In brine and s ml they
fiiitllv nuilo their uay on ltaut from the
shureslde xllligo sib lire vhouse lo-

Grelna where they were married by
Joorpic 1alilty who lor hit sort ol
thing became thin mast notorious mm of
liltI time In ScotlandI us well as thin mint
execrated single individual known tto Iho
aiunli of IULIIII social nnilhemt

At this tiiiu Ciretniperhaps a half
mile from the Sick along the hlglm ly
tow arils Glaikow comprised not more
than n halt dusen houses There were
simp a few nlo buildings clustered
ibout an old thatched kirk autslI tIme

ilden farmsttad of Megs hill Flue
crcucstead vvns the laird ol lice land

iMkncc TheruI were also thin little
innse behind lint kirk ansI a vile tulle
Slots In ulilch the totlou 1aislcj not a
bjackimllh as alt Grcliu literature tcss
Itauld ten tobacco and snuff as well
ai smuggled whiskey to Iho mucklc
sightI suit the exploiting cit the
IEddgarbcott marriage IPaisley1 a defiance
of Luglish and bcoteh authorities and
limo mining In savoring tho hluhest-
hcoltish legal advice enabling hUll to
title the ron of procedue according
to law attesting marriage simply as u
witiie with the consequentI establish-
ing ol the absolute legality of these
marriages andl lime universal notoriety
thus mono completed the essentials inn
acquainting usury soul in Iupland with
the extraordinary opportunities otlorcd
for evading nglmh hw Paisley be-

came the constituted Ilishop of-

Ciretna
r

evilllha Maxwell residence
transformed into a commodious Inn

This hostelryI proving Inadequate fur
accommodation Sir William Mmvvell I

this tauruS built an entlio village In the
half mile distance between Gretna oust
the Sank which he tilled Springfield
cod which ineluded two Inns Ihe luicsgs

I

i

I III IIIII

I Arms nJI M xn1l Ar icel hissc
bckiII c mo of ion pn intir Inrv

bem aids the moil emil d poitiiv CotuIuivIuI
rnrnn In lIce lao kim lomi rom pan
lev 5 niurig it limes nmberlandcouple
In 1771 10 time time ol ho death In iHia
It lu compulKl that this irregular
mirriage Irnlhc brwight annually to-

Gratna and Springfield JOODO in fet
expenses of those who pursued runaniy-
Fngllsh couples outlayI of barrister
who lillad the ilace to eitablifh prcof-
nl nuiriiiffv other hxrrisUrH who came
for clients who hoped to hunch lact of
proof from Ihe curious who were at-

tracted hy Ihe extraordinary chancier
of Ihe place antI from the general reck
IcMiness and extravagance on every
hand where marriage lees tracy runaway
ngllsli common folk gendryonml nobil-
ity ringed from fit a In one hundred
guineas as they did with any amount
of Ihe yet ow siulT hoc lurches of wit
ne se handy eden and Mtrajw who
lived permanently at the Inns filled the
rude cushy ts or swarmed hike Iwrplaa
shoal tIle then IImutsy stulil irds-

lhepreeni hereditary tine of ItWi
op ol Orctna was established csl be-

fore the death of Joseph Iaiiday w 10 a
maas of tot and corruption went lila
wSvs Its 1814 I le was terrible drinkeri

tIIof Cogcuic Icis odvanelng age with
hit physleal Jays and sflliclioiii cumpell
ed Ides lo delegate his office lo other
and youngrr hands In the person of one
Divid Umg an USher IrUhI

i

htackltsdc-
hloe His wife was Iaisles grand-
daughterI and beside he rMuwised to
ibird a character andI fists that tune dfe-

puled the legitimacy tics succndon
Ilie died In 87 lha tIded IIlshotcn
wai hla son Simon Iji nn wit fatleiied-
uion Ihe increasing liilllc Uohsi I 5

whin sometning ol a iherk WM givin-
drelna Green marriage Ilip sh0 Iplmcsoag-
nof the art before alluded tu requiring
one of lice contracting parties tu h iva-

Scottlh residence for twentyoil dsli-
nmadliicl preceding imrmge lisa
Simon Uing died in 1871 I nr found
and present Ilishop uf Irein is
William Ijlng her Slajesips p tnnn-
Hi Sprlngfttld and Crttrui a litila suite
of an uld man seventyI uneyeirs of an-
wevatned shrivelm i id i inny uniting
all tile bibulous rowea of his predeces-
sors with an apnlhriK etui mg uf 1110

lowest nrrier i lit y ogre In ida anul red
when on Ills Olnddl round as HMIman
R lciotis and rumhullveCjran Ifatlw-
rSmallwed when oRiciailng or
mumb over hue oaken cluit of
records In lchs tiny tumble IOHII cottage
beside the Inqwtuout S-

ane old mow grown inches Uik U
stilt standing surroimdiI o crumb
hrmlslone ol Grilni li himlcc and
other worthies at ill smar tusimmoni I of
tIe long dreary street 1 lid tmmcgu

Arm ami III Iixuell Iran ubeu y
to the Saris arurmcinnmce add dci I

and remain Iinn filthy dern whereI hunk
en hinds and brawling t ranslis old com
moil orgie The sltoguhimg siirel Is
overgrown with rank gram md users
Old women with lloodeh la r and
Imrbarle Uilrns with ditty h o s Irerancl
hoot at you ui you Ipaw Diwnat hIde

edgv ol the bran forming Ihe lastveillge-
of

I
Scottish land beiddrI Hie Sank in tide

third cottage from Ihe slrtain live WIi-
Iiim Iloiing and his half imbecile ash

wile lha litter now dr more than
laity ears and null i plncl ed white-
face whiter than hIde trembling willie
frills of her mut h cap upon lee xjor
Misled hdc-

o7 hen is IdIot one room In th5o stone
and that not twelve feet squarel

TheI street door IIs at the side of lice
house Irunt Ilehmd this U a reces cod
a lunch A backdoor open upon a little
waIted kaityscndI O posne tile had iis a
wIsh fireplace where food Is cooked
upon and ofunit a peat fire as In anel
cut time Opening upon the street Is
one window wide onllow Underneath
this stand a deal table and beneath thin
hIde U a stout oaken Ironbound chest

I

Ihls contain the records ol nearly ten
thousand Giclnt marriages These arms
w rihmore ban their weight in gold
The old mm hugs the delusion that he
to ill ncuuscitlce get their weight In gold
IHe never perm lis man or worn in tu net
nest upun thesu records save ton gold
and then only In a fever of fright lest
harm shall come to these hoarded silent
witnesses or fruni suspicion that aome
plot against him ton their posession IIs in
progress Iucrompllthcd my own par
node of Impeclion only altar nuny vis-
IU after jleldluk lo his ninny direct de-

mand fur drink and sitterI dnwnrlght
liihcry lien by impugning Isis high
olhce railing al hits assumption of Mini
pilenlly IHU and cuntemptuouily-
tienylng that mirrijgn were now being
IMrfurmed by him IIui suingt hi tpii-
cuMl dignity that he productIdle regU
lens of die nearly our thousand couple
he hind himself inline ash also excit-
edly pi iibred if mere was siller Rhmt-
It tu illustrate the cm nmiscoud lot Ihen and
Ihere with myself for hue bridegroom
and IU teeteringI uld guldwlle lucas
hells LuIhuccaa brdulr

Ilha old man half wild with liquor
and Indignation slapped hornbowed
spectacle upon hcso no> grasped
sodid hide with one hand from the
table sad with the other eUilehtd liii
pour cuts I pome from her chilr mid
whirled her upon her fret before him

Snnoopl Shoddy uco1 tgllherl hue al-

most sh luted uCIdlp hand 1glther
won hla next rommond We Jolnt1
hand and the lulls aid ogre pro-
ceeded

Ar ten single man Ye aiuer aye
ye ken answered le-

Ar pa n slnitle uiimnian Snak oat
nail huc vcllal at Ihe trembling et-
plllfullv
Suanserava

smilineoldguidwilaj beside me

She gurxled and cicktail nsi nt-
II
lt e ken any reason who ye ihudna

Ink this wttman l be yen lawiu weedetlI
wife Ye gle In I that ye ken lie said
Impatiently ansI I answered No-

DI e lien this lo hw wile ony rea
sun why yr shudna Ink this mon f be
per haasid weeded mon Spakuopnoo-

c auld Uihul Gie In f that
She gurglud and cackled agil-

ne Uiiih gin In Iao1 llut
We both audited

Then said the old wretch Mvagtly-
nnd triiimphanlly yove bundI yerels
usda an wife afure tine witnesses an
he added In an mjy undertone as he
seated hlmielf from Inbit al thus table to
nil out our certificate uf miirnge th
deilfikebiltlioo

This Is what I got as cvldance of the
grotesque cervmuny

KINGDOM OF SCOTLAND
COUNTY OP llUMKHIkS-

IARIBI1 or GIIKTNA-

TllKSB ARK TU CllRTIFV to All
U horn idly May Connects That Edgar
I Wakeman from thaCil and County
of New loris U S and PJiubelh Ulng
from UK larIat ol Girls in thus County
ol Dumfriw being now bulb here pie
sent nnd tinning declared tu me that
hey are bulb Single Persons have yaw

been Married alien tho manner of hic-
olcos of Scotland

As WitneM our hand at Gretna this
I7ti nay ol July 1899-

Witn M Wn losIng

Whenever I ant In Sintlunul I always
run doout hers to Grelna to look In up

on the uulo t I UI1I V1p-
cmliar

h

irrti n Idn Anil-
mn

I

Ion
not ii ne ir

I

l marriage i II mi I n not done
some g xf Isir vtmcu I sih with the
plllful such pair il II r lilY deal table
munching suck n subs end nipping
atemnlng le i I ha ins t In-

theiecond ch h ow upon
them myownl 0 cr ourJeaies to deaf
md palsiedI I hrabeih Ulng perhaps
hrongJi reamitinnljealuiis flrts In hum

mushy coupon IInve omiiwhM Rened
and subdued it mdt marital rlgnr of
William tnimg xiMm m and Ilishop
of grewiome Oretnn dretn
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