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already see the operation of these things
among ourselves and the dreadful re-
sults otof disobedience and so it will be
from this time onward the lord has
said that his spirit will not dwell in un-
holy tabernacles we may be baptized
we may be ordained we may have our
endowments we may have the sealing
ordinances we may have all the bles-
singsin that pertain to the gospel and to

but it we do not live so
as to enjoy these and to receive the fu-
lfillmentfillfilli ment of the promises they will only
prove ita condemnation to us and they
will prove our eternal damnation I1 may
say for the lord has not spoken in vain
concerning these things therefore
we should give heed to the words of
hieefte and salvation which god reveals to
usns through his servants from time to
time and we should teach our children
to do40 the same

one of the most earnest desires that
I1 have and I1 have been deeply impressed
with it of late is to see a cessation of
apostasy the reflections that I1 have
spoken of concerning the number of peo
pie who have lost their standing in the
church have produced very peculiar
jefeelingsclings within me I1 have asked my

self when willdiv this cease when will
apostasypostasy cease when will the people
ewebe true to god and keep his command-
ments A hen shall the reign of right-
eousnesse new be ushered in when will

satan be bound how long shall this
feebe deferred there must be on the
part of the latter day saints a deter

4 mination not to listen to satan not to
be governed by him not to allow him to
leadd them into sin because it is sin that
causescames apostasy no man ever acosta

1 t from this church who had not
committed sin god does not desert
fooce who are faithful and keep his com-
mandmentsmandviandments but when they commit
100 o when they transgress the command
ments of god when hey defile them-
selves then they have no claim upon
tbthe promises of god do we want
apostasy to cease it we do then we
mittet break away from sin and we
feimst teach our children to do the same

Agodandionnot commit sin in any form or if
they do not they will apostatize and be
destroyed for god is going to cleanse
wnm earth of the wicked until there will
be few men left we read in the

k of mormon that prior to the mani-
festationfestationtion of the savior to the Nepbiteshites
theredwite were great destructions the
barth was almost rent asunder by the
convulsions of nature darkness spread

r the land for the space of three
4days so dense that even fires could not

and when the light returned
alpilataljre were comparativocomparativelyely few people

aft the result was that a new era
dawned upon the land and upon the
people three generations passed away
toJW righteousness not a soul being lost
gildbod a numberbumber otol the fourth generation
also pawedpassed away in righteousness but
after they fell away and continued to
liincreaseterease in wickedness until the nation
avwas blotted out now I1 want to im-
press youon if I1 can with that which awaits

Wga t Cwe are told that the lord intends
to have a reign of peace and righteou-
sness on the earth that shall last for one
thousand years enoch saw it and
Pprophesiede concerning ii and a number
of 0otherer prophets foresaw it and left on
recordrd their testimony concerning it

the lord himself by direct revelation
also has spoken concerning it and has
audit his church in this day that this

period will come and satan will be

bound but we must understand that
we cannot be deprived of our agency
god has given it unto us weW e have it
just as much as he has it we have
our agency to do right or to do wrong
therefore if there be a reign of peace
for one thousand years it will be because
mankind use their agency in the right
direction and in favor of righteousness
what will produce the change at the
end of the thousand years when satan
will be loosed again the same cause
that produced the change among the
Nep hites of0 the fourth generation
satan regained his power over that peo-
ple because they chose to exercise their
agency in lilisteningsteuing to him instead of
listening to the son of god so it will
be at the end of the thousand years
mans agency will be exercised to do
wrong and satan will regain his power
at least over some portion of the human
family let us not misunderstand thisby
brethren and sisters some have had
an idea that god is going to bind satan
regardless of mens righteousness that
is a mistake god does not coerce his
children he does not force them to do
right but he entreats and persuades
them he cannot according to his
purposes take away from any of us our
agency this being the case you may
depend upon it that when the millennial
glory is ushered in it will be because
mans agency isis exercised in the right
direction and when satan regains power
at the end of the thousand years it will
be because man chooses to listen to him
at the same time I1 would not have you
think that god does not help in this
matter we cannot do anything of this
kind without god god will bind satan
and will remove his power to tempt
seconding the efforts of his children to
be righteous and to exercise their agency
in the right direction the point that I1
am trying to bring to your mind is this
that if the destruction otof the wicked
among the Nephites was necessary inin
order to bring about a reign of peace
and righteousness for three or four gene-
rations do you not think that there will
have to be great and overwhelming de

to cleanse the earth otof the
wicked and to lay the foundation of a
thousand years of peace and righteous-
ness will wickedness be a lowed to
nourishflourish I1 tell you no the wicked
will be destroyed according to the words
of all the prophets and the righteous
only will survive there will be a cleans-
ingingotot the earth from the wicked as
great in its place as the cleansing of the
earth by the flood that came in the days
of noahnoab though this time it will be by
fire malachi says the day will come
when the wicked shall be ashes under
the soles of the feet of the righteous
already as I1 have said you can see the
operation of this cleansing process
among us the wicked are gradually
being purged from among us it is not
very perceptible we have got to think
about it and call it to mind to become
aware of itii but we can become aware of
it if we will reflect and this will be
more and more the case as the power of
god increases and the r of
the latter day saints becomes greater
therefore I1 am looking torfor destructions
and for judgments I1 am looking for the
cleansing power of god among us as
well as among the nations of the earth
in order that the foundation otof that
great and glorious time shall be laid
when jesus shall reign upon the earth

I1 have spoken about the effects of
wickedness let us now look at thethea

other side there is not a people upon
the face of the earth today so tarfar as I1
know over whom satan has less power
in some respects than he has over the
latter day saints for instance how
many men are there in this congrega-
tion who have reached such a point in
their feelings that they are determined
with the help of the lord that they will
rather die than commit adultery Is
there a latter day saint here that would
commit adultery rather than face death
I1 believe there are men here who could
not be tempted to commit adultery they
have obtained such strength and reached
such an understanding concerning the
terrible consequences of that sin that
they would not submit to t uchtuch a temp-
tation I1 believe there are thousands of
men in the church in that position so
in regard to whoredom adultery is
the greatest sin that man can commit
excepting the shedding of innocent
blood terrible consequences attend
the commission of that sin with a wo-
man who belongs to another man next
to this comes whoredom which involves
improper association with unmarried
women there are men who have
reached such a condition that satan has
n power over them in that direction
because they thoroughly understand the
consequences olof yielding to that tempta-
tion Is not this something to be thank-
ful for in the world satan has great
power in these directions adulteriesAdul teries
and whore doms are exceedingly com-
mon and among some people they are
looked upon as trifling sins not so
among the latter day saints A mattman
may trust his wife his daughters or his
sisters in another mans care with the
utmost assurance that their honor will
be preserved while in his charge and
they will be entirely free from any ap-
proach otof an improper character I1
know a great many men with whom I1
would fielfeel perfectly safe to entrust any
of the other sex belonging to my house-
hold and I1 have no doubt you are in
the same position so that so far as
these sins are concerned satan has not
full power among the latter day saints
the same may be said so far as theft
and falsehood are concerned as well as
other things in fact satan has verv
little power where the people obey the
commandments of god and live the
principles of the gospel because they
shrink from doing anything that is wrong
I1 know many people have been greatly
tempted in trading horses and wagons
and cows etc and they have concealed
detectsdefects thinking it was all right itif they
made a good bargain even though they
knew they were imposingin on theirteelin I1brethren but that leelingmin I1 believe is
decreasing among us we are getting
away from the traditions we have in-
heritedhe I1 have heard president young
say that some men after they had
cheated a poor widow in the trade of a
cow would go aside and thank the lord
for the good trade they had made I1
believe at least I1 hope that that feeling
is decreasing among us and that we are
disposed to not take advantage of the ig-
norance or necessities of our brethren
and sisters because whenever we yield
to such a temptation the devil has powerpower
over us and whenever we resist that he
is bound so far as that instance is con-
cerned

my brethren and sisters I1 believe we
are progressing and that satan is exer

i
bising less and less power over the lat
ter day saints those over whom he
does have power leave us those who


