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THE DESERET NEWS.

REMARKABLE THINGS,

I've seen a lawyer who would not tell
The truth when he knéw

The truth would answer just as well,
And he was honest too,

I've known a doctor who would not kill
The man he could not cure,

Who threw aside his “sovereign pill”
And own'd how weak his power.

I've known an editor who would not
For a party tell a lie,

And one I knew that never got
His head confused with “pi.”

I've known a school-master who tried
To make his scholars learn,

And one who, if a suckling cried,
Would not with anger burn,

’

I knew a maiden who confess'd
She was full thirty-three,

And own'd the impulse of her breast
Was not a maid to be.

I knew a wife who would not scold
Upon a washing day,

And one who half an hour would hold
Her tongue and nothing say.

I knew a man who would not tell
The secrets of a friend,

And whatsoe'er that friend befel,
His constant aid would lend,

I saw a peddler, (so "twas told,)
In old Connecticut born,

That ne'er a wooden nutmeg sold
Nor gun-flints made of horn.

REMA RKS

By PRESIDENT BRIGHAM YOUNG, Taber-
nacle G. 8, L. City, Jan. 8th, 1865,

[REPORTED BY G. D, WATT. ]
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I am more and more convinced of the
inability of man to receive intelligenee
to any great amount at any one time.
BSome have an understanding of what
they commit to the keeping of their
memories, while others commit to re-
ggag. again, and that is the end of it.

e can remember things for years
that have been told them, and still not
understand what was told them, while
others can receive more into their under-
standings, and retain more in their
memories, than others can, and still not
be qualifiéd to repeat that whiech the
ean remember and understand. Why
I make these remarks is, because that I
see around me, and feel within me, the
defects which are occasioned by the
weakness which is in man through the
fall. I would not, however, say that a
person entirely free from the effects of
the fall of man ecould learn knowiledge
to any great amount at one time, though
he mfght be able to learn anore than a
man. . would who is under the influence
of the fall.

I will make a few remarks, in the first
place, in regard to the ordinance of ad-
ministering bread and wine, which
ordinance we attend to every first day
of the week. This is a very solemn
ordinance. The christian world accepts
it, in preference to any other, as one of
the ordinances of the house of God,
With some, this ordinance is the first
and the last; and with others this ordi-
nance is not thought to be of sufficient
importance te be attended to. I wish
to say to the Latter-day Saints, and also
to those who do not believe in the ful-
ness of the gospel, that this ordinance,
which we are now attending to this
afternoon, is, in reality, no more sacred
than any other ordinance of the house
of God in the eyes of Him who has in-
stituted the same. The validity of one
divine law is the same as the validity of
another with our Father and God. We

artake of bread and water to witness

at we remember Jesus Christ, who
gave his life a ransom for us; and that
we are willing to keep His command-
ments. He has said: ““do this in r:-
membrance of me,”” when He ate His
last supper with His disciples; and He
also said, “But I say unto you I will
not drink henceforth of this fruit of the
vine, until that day when I drink it
new with you in my father’s kingdom."
We should desire to remember Him in
all sincerity, and when we partake of
these emblems, do it with an eye single
to His glory, and to the building up of
His kingdom, also for our own perfec-
tien, salvation and glorification therein.
In like manner we should receive and
obey all the ordinances of the house of
God: and. I hope and _t,fust, that we
all live to our profession so strictly,
nd so closely adhere to the contmand-
‘ments of the Lord, that we shall never
hear the painful sound that Saints and
‘sinners are one; this I should abher, I
ray that the. Latter-day Saints will
ive so that God, Jesus Christ, and the
angels will love them, and the devil.

and all his hosts Iwill.hate them. I

have never yet been able to discover in;l
all my researches in sacred history that
a gospel hater, a Jesus Christ hater, and
a (God hater ever spoke: well of Saints,
either in the former or in the latter
 days, but have ever sought occasion

against them from the most trifling cir-

| the eyes of the wicked.

¥ lit. I will be satisfied with' seein

cumstan®es, We have an instance of
this, when the disciples of Jesus, in
»assing through the cornfield, being
ungry, began to pluck the ears of corn
and eat; the Pharisees, seecing this, said
to Jesus, “Behold, thy disciples do that
which is not lawful to do upon the Sab-
bath day.” You may read at your
leisure the answer of the Savior. This
was a trick of the devil to bring evil
upon Jesus and His disciples. BSatan
and his followers think no better of the
Saints now than they didin the life
time of the Savior, and I hope never to
see the day when they will find favorin
It is true, some
will backslide, leave the church of Jesus
Christ, and receive the spirit of the
world and the love of it, and finally, be
lost; but the great body of the Saints, I
most fervent Eal;elieve, will never amal-
gamate with L.

I will now say a few words relating to
the subject which was presented to the
people this morning. Inquiries were
made by the speaker, why we have not
seen God; why we are subjeet to sin;
'why we are in this fallen world. I
will briefly answer these queries, If
our Father and God should be disposed
to walk through one of these aisles, we
should not know him from one of the
congregation. You would see a man
and that is all you would know abou
 him; you would merely know Him as a
stranger from some neighboring cig or
country. This is the character of Him
| whom we worship and acknowledge as
our Father and God: when He is dis-
posed to visit a house, a neighborhood,
or a congregation, He does it at His
gleasure; and although He may be seen

y mortals in this character, yet no man
can see Him in His glory and live.
When the Lord sends an angel to visit
men, He gives him power and authority
to appear to the people as a man, and
not as an angel in his glory; for we could
not endure the presence even of an angel

in his glory. No mortal man has ever

lived. Wemay have seen the Lord and
angels many times, and did not know
and
assocviating with his children whom I
now behold, for there is not a son or
daughter of Adam and Eve before me
to-day but what is the offspring of that
God we worship. He is our Heavenly
Father; He is also our God, and the
Maker and upholder of all things in
heaven and on earth. He sends %:rth
His counsels, and extends His provi-
dences to all living. . Heis the SBupreme
Controller of the universe. At His re-
buke thesea is dried up, and the rivers
become a wilderness, . He measures the
waters in the hollow of His hand, and
meteth out heaven with a span, and
comprehendeth the dust of the earth in
a measure, and weigheth the mountains
in scales, and the hills in a balance; the
nations to Him are as a drop in abucket, {
and He taketh up the isles as a very
little thing; the hairs of our heads are
numbered by Him, and not a sparrow
falleth to the ground without our
Father; and He knoweth every thought
and intent of the hearts of all living,
for He is every where present by the
ower of His Spirit—His minister the
oly Ghost. e is the Father of all, is
above all, through all, and in you all;
He knoweth alf things pertaining to
this earth, and He knows all things
pﬁrtﬂiningtu millions of earths like
this,
The Lord Jesus Christ might come
among us and we would not know Him, |
and if He were to come in our mids
and Bpeak unto us to-day, we might
guppose Him to'be one of our returned
missionaries; and if He was to make
himself known unto us, some might sa
to Him, as it was said by one of eld;
“Lord, show us the Father, and it
sufficeth us.” He would simply say:
‘“‘He that hath seen me hath seen the
Father, and how sayest thou, then,
shew us the Father??’ It is written of
Jesus, that, besides His beingthebright-
ness of His Father's glory, He is also,
‘‘the express image of His perann.’;
The knowledge of the character of the
Onlly Begotten of the Father comes to
us through the testimony, not of disin-
terested’ witnesses, but of His friends,
those who were most 'especially and

seen God in His glory at any time and |
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prophet of God, many might believe his
testimony; but no person. could be be-
lieved, by any. intelligent person, who
would testify to'a matteri of such im-
portance, and who would still view it
as a thing in which he had no interest.
But they who are interested, who know
the worth of that man and understand
the spirit and the power of his mission,
and the character of the Being that sent
and ordained him, are the proper per-
sons to testify of the truth of his mis-
sion, and they are the most interested
of any living upon the earth. So it was
with those who bore witness of the

Savior, and of His mission on the earth.
If Jesus should veil His glory and ap-
pear before you as a man, and witness

ef himself as being the image of His
Father, would you believe that He was
really Jesus Christ and that He told
you the truth? And if you believed His
words, would you not wonder exceed-
ingly to hear that our Father and God
is an organized being after the fashion
of man’s organization in every respect?
Such, however, is the case. Sna of the
‘prophets describes the Father of us all,
saying, ‘‘I beheld till the thrones were
cast down, and the Ancient of days did
sit, whose garment was white as snow,
and the hair of his head like the pure
wool; his throne was like the fiery
flame,”’ ete. The prophet further says,
““‘thousand thousands ministered unto
him, and ten thousand times ten thou-
sand stood before him,” ete. Again,
‘‘and, behold, one like the Son of Man
came with the clouds of heaven, and
came to the Ancient of daﬂ?’ and they
brought him near before him.” Now,
who is this Ancient of days? You ma
answer this question at your pleasure
have already told the people. But the
Savior would answer the question as to
the appearance of the Father of us all,
by saying ‘‘Look at me, for I am the
very express image of my Father,”
Then if the Father is precisely like His
Son Jesus Christ, where is the man here
in the flesh that is precisely like the
Savior? We have not seen Him in per-
son but there are men on the earth who
have seem Him in vision. As to
whether the Bavior has got a body or
not is no question with those who
ossess the gift and power of the Holy
host, and are endowed with the Holy
Prieat.i:mud; they know that He was a
man in the flesh, and is now a man in
the heavens; He was a man subject to
gin, to temptation and to weaknesses;
but He is now a man that is above all
this—a man in perféction. |
And what shall we say of our Heav-
enly Father? He is also a man in per-
fection, and the father of<the man
Christ Jesus, and the father of our spir-
its; He lives far above the influenceand
power of sin, and holds in his hands
the destinies of all. We have not seen
the person of the Father, neither have
we seen that of the Buui but we have
seen the echildren of the Father, and the
brethren of the Savior,who are in every
way like them in general physical ap-
pearance and organization. Although
mankind of thesame colorlook alike, yet
there exist expressions of the features
by which one person c¢an be distin-
guished from another. The human
family all resemble one another in the
main characteristics of humanity, and
all resemble the Savior who died for
us; and could we see himin the flesh,as
he appeared to the ancients, we should
very likely find that some men are
more like him than others in feature
and form, as we often see men who are
more like Joseph Smith than others are.
God is our Father, Jesus Christ is our
Elder Brother, and we are all brethren,
and of one family, and our Heavenly
Father is subjecting us to sin, misery,
pain and death for the exquisite enjoy-
ment of an exaltation. This willanswer
my mind for the present with regard
to the character of our Father. and our
God, and with regard to our Savior,
The reason of our being made subject
to sin and misery, pain, woe and death,
is that we may become acquainted with
the opposites of happiness and J)leasure.
The absence of light brings darkness,
and darkness an appreciation of light;
}}ain an appreciation of ease and com-
ort; and ignorance, falsehood, folly and
sin, in comparison with wisdom, know-
ledge, righteousness and truth, make
the latter the more desirable to man-
kind. Facts are made apparent to the
human mind by their opposites. We
find ourselves surrounded in this mor-
tality by an almost endless combina-
tion of opposites, through which we
must pass to gain experience and infor-
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‘-de:.:,ipll y interested for their own welfare,
and the welfare of their brethren. We
have' no testithony ©¢concerning the
Savior's character' and  works, only
from those who weretthus interested in
His welfare - and suececess, and in the
building up of his kiﬂg&{:m. It has
been often said, if a disinterested witness

mation tofitus foran eternal progression.
Those who are enlightened by the spir-
it of truth, have no difficulty in seeing
the propriety, and the benefit to us of
this state of things, - Like heavenly be-
ings, we are endowed with thie power of
free volition; for GGod has given to man-

would testify that Joseph SBmith is a

kind their agency, making them amen-

| able 1o him for their ms, and entitling

them to blessings and rewards for the
Eiﬂd they do, d# acecording to their

th in m. It is' the wish of our

eavenly Father to bring all His chil-
dren back into His presence. The gpir-
its of all the human family dwelt with
him before they took tabernacles of
flesh and became subject to the fall and
to sin. He is their spiritual Father and
has sent them here to be clothed with
flesh,and tobesubject,with theirtaberna-
cles, to the ills that afflict fallen human-
ity. When they have proved them-
selves faithful in all things, and wor-
thy before Him, they can then havethe
privilege of returning again to his pres-
ence, with their bodies, to dwell in the
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abodes of the blessed. If man could
have been made perfect, in his double
capacity of body and spirit, without
passing through the ordeals of mortali-
ty, there would have been no necessity
of our coming into thisstate of trialand
suffering. Could the Lord have glori-
fied His children in spirit, without a
body like His own, He no doubt would
have done so.

We read that there is nothing impos-
sible with God. In a broad sense there
18 not; but in another sense there are
things He never attempted and never
will. He will not exalt a spirit to
thrones, to immortality and eternal
lives, unless that spiritis first clothed
in mortal flesh, and with it passes
through a mortal robation, and over-
comes the world, the flesh and the devil
through the atonement made by Jesus
Christ, and the power of the gospel.
The spirit must be clothed as He is, or
it never can be glorified with Him. He
mustof necessify subject His childrento
theszame, through a strict observance of
the ordinancesand rules ofgalvation. To

we love and honor His name, rever-
ence His eharacter, and the ordinances
of His house, and never speak lightly of
Him, of His Son Jesus Christ, or of
those who bear His Priesthood; never

lattain to this glory it is required that

speaking evil of dignitieswho are clothed
with the authority of Heaven; for to
all such it will be said: ‘‘Depart from
me ye cursed,” ete, I say to all, honor
| God and His Holy Priesthood, which
He bestows upon mankind expressly
for the purpose of bringing them again
into His presence, with their resurrecs-
ted and renewed tabernacles, for exal-
tation and glnr%r.

I cannot' on the present occasion, say
all that I would on these matters. The
riches of eternity and the marrow of
life are embraced in them; they are full
of life to all 'who desire 111‘&, they will
increase life to those who live, and give
life to those who seem to have no life.
It is as easy to understand these princi-
sles when the mind is opened by the

pirit of the Almighty, as it is tounder-
stand one of the simple lessons in the
c¢hild’s first reader, Here are some of
the twelve apostles listening to what I
have to say; they have heard me speak
at length upon thesedoctrines, and they
have been taught from time to time for

yedars past. The speaker this morning
possessed a sweet, loving spirit, and
gave us a lovely discourse, but did not
think of these things which have been
told him time and time again. I would
exhort my brethren to read the scrip-
tures, and seek earnestly for the Spirit
of the Almighty to understand them,
and this great subject, at which I have
merely glanced, will appear to them in
all its simplicity and grandeur. Let
each manso live that he may know
these things for himself, and be always
ready to give a reason of the hope with-
in him te all who may ask it. 1 am try-
ing to be a Latter-day Saint, and I think
I shall ¢eonquer. I may come short in a
thousand things; but 1 think I shall re-
ceive my reward as a faithful servant'of
God, which I hope to do, and I also
hﬂ}Jeynu will. Let uslive sothat wemay
still add to our present stock of know-
ledge; and have the dispesition within
us to do even better than we have hith-
erto done; although I do not know that
I could do better than I have done since
I have been in this Kingdom; if I were
to live my life over again, I should be
afraid to try it, lest I might make the
matter worse instead of better. ILet us
live so that the oracles of truth, the
words of life, and the power of (God shall
dwell within us eonstantly. You will
not hold these remarks long in your
memories and although they are printed,
and you can read them at your leisure,
yet they may lie upon the book shelf
neglected, and the mind.remain barren
of the true information they contain,

Ehe whole:- world is gone after Luci-
fer; they follow the lusts of-their eyes,
and the wicked desires of their deprav-
ed minds; they have all gone after sin,
exeept a few, and all bell seems bent on
making those few apostatize from the
truthy but they cannot destroy the
kingdom of God, Some few will be daz-
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