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odious no doubt a comparison of
what the mormon PI church de-
clares in reference to the state and
what the presbyterian church
claims in the same connection will
be odious to the members of the
latter and what is sauce for the one
will not be conceded as sauce for the
other yet it is worthy of con
sidera tonion and ought to put a stop
to the senseless clamor on this point
at least from presbyterian sources

GENERAL conference OF THE
Y M M 1I A

the general conference of the
Y M M 1I A convened at 10 am
june lot in the tabernacle the
attendance being large there
werere ppresentr t 0onn the stand presidentzilfowilfordrdeawoodruffoo00d ruff apostles lorenz
snow moses thatcher F M ly-
man and A H lund elders jacob
gates B H robertsBo berts george rey-
nolds juniussFdwellsFWwellsells MHNHmchardyHardy
joseph A west rodneykodney C bad-
ger wm 8 burton E H ander-
son joseph E taylor 0 W pen-
rose and others

the opening piece was sung by
the harmony and fifteenth ward
glee clubs

prayer by elder M H hardy
singing by the fifteenth ward

glee club
ELDER JUNIUS F WELLS

one of the assistants to the general
was the firt

speaker he dwelt upon the ne-
cessity of systematic practical work
in the exercises of the associations
and ovof the guidance otof the holy
spirit toin order that success might
attend the organizations he hoped
that a definite plan would be agreed
upon for the next seasons work at
the meeting on monday june 2

ELDER JOSIAH BURROWS
spoke on the subject of the origin
and objects of the mutual improve
ment associations their origin
was due to president brigham
young who in 1875 appointed
junius F wells as an organizer
brother wells belganbegan this labor andadd
organized a number of associations
there had been improvement asaa
soclations literary societies etc
prior to this time but they were
not under the direction of the
presidency of the church brother
wells was called on a mission in
the fall of 1875 and elders J H
smith M H hardy and B M
young took up the work of the as-
sociations and that winter about
one hundred organizations were
effected in 1879 there were nine
thousand members enrolled in the
associations the object of theme
societies was mutual improvement
of the youth and the acquirement
of a testimony of the gospel the
education of the young morally
socially religiously and intellectu-
ally this day which may be
termed the fifteenth anniversary
of the organization there are nearly
four hundred associations with a
membership of over fourteen thou-
sand their work has been grand

and glorious and the future has
still brighter prospects

ELDER JOSEPH E JOHNSON

of emery stake spoke on the senti-
ment obedience the key of
power ap he cited instances re-
corded in the bible and book of
mormon where by obedience to the
commandments of god great power
waswa obtained by men and nations
the lord jesus obeyed his fathers
will that he might become the re-
deemer of the world

ELDER GUY C WILSON

of sanpete stake was the next
speaker his subject was the
promises of god to his people 11

the number of these promises was
so numerous that there kasnotwas not time
to mention even the prominent ones
all the promises of blessings are
predicated on obedience to the lawsjaws
of god one of these laws is tithing
for obedience to this the lord hahasa
promised to pour out upon us bless-
ings1198 till we are not able to contain
them he has bbbestowedstowed upon us
great blessings and asks that we de-
vote to him but one tenth of our in-
crease there are men who have
accumulated immense wealth
who think they need all they
have they do not feel will-
ing to trust god for further bless-
ings by paying their tithes other
promises the saints have are con-
nected with thothe word of wisdom
obedience to which ensures that the
destroying angel will pass us by
this is an important one to the
youth of israel and those who trust
in the lord will not be diedisappoint-
ed one great promise to the saints
is that given to abraham and hishia
children the lord has also prom-
ised that those who have faith in
him repent of their sius and are
baptized will receive the holy
ghost this is one of the greatest
promises that is given to mankind
for the holy spirit will lead them
into all truth god his promised
that in this dispensation his king-
dom will triumph antiand will be estab-
lished forever certainly we should
live so as to partake of these glorious
blessings our fattierfather taught the

I1 nation past ages that he was
able to deliver his people from the
power of their enemies and that
he held the destinies of men and
nations in his handband surely the
saints can afford to implicitly trust
in him and keep his command-
ments

the glee club sang a selection

ELDERELDEB B H ROBERTS

addressed the audience on the
life of joseph the prophet

he said that among the
benefactors of our race joseph
smith holds the second place next
to the messiah there is no man who
had done more for mankimankindud abere
have been prophets and philan-
thropists who have done much for
the benefit of men hutbut their labors
pale in comparison with that which
joseph performed in the few years
allotted to him lenochenoch noah
Melches idecidee isaiah ezekiel dan-
le

dan-
iel joel and all the prophets per-
formed glorious missions but joseph
smith stood in an age nhep god

designed to perform a greater work
than at any other period and all
those who stood at the head of for-
mer dispensations came to joseph
and transmitted to him the keys
they held it is needless to com-
pare the work of statesmen and
philosophers leading spirits though
they were with that performed
by joseph for to him was commit-
ted the great mission of restoring
the falness odtheof the everlasting gospel
in the last dispensation

early in his youth god revealed
himself to him and he beheld the
father and the son and talked
with them and could declare
that god lived the lord revealed
to joseph the testimony of an entire
continent and a volume of scripture
equal at least in importance to that
accepted by the christian world
the bible he also gave to joseph
the authority of the priesthood
john the baptist came and bestowed
the priesthoodprie Bt h peterpete r
james and john conferred the
apostleship which gave to joseph
the authority to organize the church
in all the world thus god gave to
the world apostles and prophets
and all the officers in the church
for the ededifyingafy I1 ng and salvation of the
people

joseph not only organized the
church but through him was indi-
cated the place where a city should
be built to the namedame of god and
where the celestial law should gov-
ern

gov-
erd he exercised the gifts of

and gave to the world a trans-
lation of the writings of abraham
antiand a new and corrected translation
of the scriptures he sent the acs
pel to the nations on this continent
and in europe this is but a por-
tion of hisbis which reaches into
eternity and carries salvation to all
mankind he contradicted the prev-
alent belief of the people in his day
that there were but two places of
destiny forformenmeu he drew aside the
curtain orof the future and made it
known that all men would be re-
warded accordingaccord ilig to gieir labors
he declared that after this life man
might walkwak in the paths of right

and exercise the gifts of
faith and repentance of sin
he also taught the people re-
garding the celestial terrestrial and

kingkingdomdoin he also declared
to the world the great principle of
the salvation of the dead he re-
vealed the condition of men before
they camecame to ear h antiand gave defi-
nite ideas of what our happiness
would consist of in the life to come
he taught that life in the future
was a reality that the holy family
uni n was notdot for time alone buteasbut was
to continue throughout all eternity
by the power given to him he
united husband rodand wives for time
and eternity these are a few of
the principles which he was the inain-
strumentment in the hands of god of re-
vealing this was the work of a
lifetime yet his life in mortality
closed at the age of thirty nine

his was no pleasant walk inill life
for from the time of his first visionsvisiotis
till his death he wae continually
houndedhou ndel by the higbigotryotry injustice
aad intolerancetolerancefia of the age even
when a boy he was injustly and
cruelly pursued As he grew in


