THE DESERET

selors down. The law of God required it
and whenever there was any deviation
from this they were Ino danger. The
work of the people of God waa ad-
vaoeing, and in tbis nation there was
a greatchange in putlic feeling taking

lace In regard to tbe Latter-day

ainte, than wbom no people bhad
been more lied aboutl or misrepresented
ip the pust, since they came to dwell
in the valleys of these mountaine. The
worid sbhould learn who and what
they were, and what they were doing;
and all they asked waa that the truth
should be spoken concerning theém.
They had jabored in the iuterest of
their fellowmen. Ap Latter-day
Hulnts they had faith that God would
" pave the whole human family in some
kind of glory, if they were not the sons
of perdition. But all men under
heaven were held responsible be-
fore God for thelr acte, and if
they committed sin they bad to pay
the penalty.

He prayed God that they might all,
as Latter-day Baints, live their religion,
do what Ged required o! them, remem-
ber their prayers, and walk uprightly
before the Liord,and when they reached
tne other pide of the vall they would
meet with their reward, according to
the works Jone iu the fiesh. He prayed
that God?*s blessing would rest upen thia
Conference, that the people would be
united together, and that much good
would resuit therefrom.

The choiraang;
Hallelujah, the Lord God omnipotent refgneth,

EBenedlction by Elder Seymour B.
Young.

THE OVERFLOW.

The Tabernacle did not aftord suff-
¢ient space for the great multitude of
people who gathered to worebip in the
afternocon; it was therefore decided to
holi an overflow meeting in the

ASSENMEBLY HALL.
That building was alse densely packed,
and etill many hundreds were unable
to gain admission to either building.

Apostle Franklin . Richards pre-
aided at the overflow gathering, when
the proceedinge opened at 2 o’clock.

The cholr sang:

Hark ] leten to tob trompeters |
They sound for voluntears,

.Prayer was offered by Apostle John
W. Taylor, after which the choir
8ANR:

Lord, Thou wilt hear me when Ipray!
1 am forever Thine!

Elder Jobn Morgnmn

wan the first speaker. He srid that it
waes with no smail degree of pleasure
that he mingled his volce in worship
with his brethren. He loved to testify
to the truthfuloess of the everlasting
(irspel. When we conslderea that for |
rixty-two yeurs the testimony of Lhis
Goenel bad been sounded in the ears o1
the buman family in all parts of the
earth it wae no longer a caume for
wonder that 80 many people were
gathered nnsuch anoccasion as the pres-
ent Conference. The Immense audi-
“ences in the Tabernacleand the Asgem.
bly Hasll and the hundredes who had
been turned away from both buildings
gave some idea of the hosts of Israe).
Thess Conferences were productive of
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Those who attended them

up and refreshed
and carried away with them
the epirit of kindpess and love.
The instructions glven at these great
semi-annual gatheriogs found echo in
the bearts of tihe Latter-day Sainfs in
every ward and Stake of Zion. Thus
was [srael bevefited incalculably.
When contemplatiog the rapid and
wonderful growth of the Church
durlng ite sixty-two years of existence
we found much over which to marvel.
Numerically we were becoming a
great people nnd he felt like echoing
the saying of one of God’s Prophets,
“Give us room that we may dwell.”
In‘fears gone by it was the custom of
the leaders of the Church to call young
people to build up settlements and
villages and found citiee and common-
wealtiis beyond the borders of civiliza-
tion. This principle was correct and
bexneficial. Barren and uninviting
wnetes had thereby been converted
into productive farms. The struggles
of these young people upon the front-
ier were oftentimee of a8 trying nature,
But they were imbued with the faith
of God and tbe true spirit of pioneer-
ing. Thechiliren of parents so ualled,
naturally inberited these gifta, and as
they grew to man and womanhood
they too went in search ot homes in
tbe wilderness. They ook up the
land, diverted the streams and culti-
vated the soil. They surmounted the
cbetacles and overcame the difficulties
common to the settlers of a new
| ccuntry, They were brave, industri-
ous and bonest and their accomplish-
ments are eternal monuments to their
memuory,

Today bundrede of young menin the
thickly populated districts were with
out uny defipite or fixed purpose in
life. Thissuperfluous strength should
be scattered about. It it was
not these selfsAme young men
apd their descendants would be-
come the hewers of wood and
drawers of water. ~ By spreading out
they could take up land and in time
become the poessessors of waluable
homes, We were surrounded by dis-
tricts richly endowed both ar to
climate and soil and other natural re-
pources. In extending our burders we
bhad passed by maoy such favored
apots.

It was wreng, the speaker said, for
parents to persuade their eons and
daughters to remain on the iittle farin
at home. They should be allowed and
encouraged to extend the borders of
Zion and acquire titles to land which
woull become fnheritances of inwval-
culable worth. In our remote seltle-
ments the cry was for more strength.
Insurrounding States and Territories
our people were pought after as peace-
able and law-abiding citizens. Tbese
Biates and Terriiories offered all the
fucilities ecasential o making a peopie
bappy,independent and prosperous.

great good.
were  built

Elder 83, II, Roberta

next addressed the congregation. He
said that it was natural in these semi-
anoual Cunferences to be somewhat
reminizcent in our reflections, espei-
ally when the progress of the work of
the Liord was pointed out to us. His
mind involuntarily reverted back to the
log-cabin of Father Whitmer, where
fixty-two years sgo a fe's men, six of
whom were mernbers of the Chureh,

held the first Conference of the present
dispensation. Whata bold and remark-
able propbeta man would have been
esteemed on that oceasipn had be pre-
dicted that in little more than half a
century the Church would grow
to its present proportions, or if he had
declared that agreat Tabernacle, witha
seating capacity of from 10,060 to 13,000
persons, would be built in the Rocky
Mountains, and that sucb a build-
ing would be wholly inadequate to ac-
commodate the Latter-day mSainte who
shouid go to-it toe worship. If on the
occagion of the firet conference of the
Cburch those present did not particu-
larize the building of a great T'aber-
nacle in the wildernese, they did pre-
diet a wonderful growth of the Church.
Anpinfant had the organs and outlines
of a grown person but was undevelop-
ed. Who was there that could stand
beside the cradie apd predict the possi-
ble achievements of that embryotic
man? Or who was there that could pre-
dict witb any degree of accuracy the.
growth and dJdévelopment of the
Church during the next slxty-two
years? We could reasouably hope that
its development would be much more
rapid in the future than in the past.
The labors of the Elders bad been pro-
ductive of much good. The most of
it, however, was like the iceberg, hid-
den below the surface. The work of
preagching the Gospel to the living wans
insignificant when comparedwith what
had been done for the dead. In the
8. George Temple alone more baptiams
bad been performed for the dead than
the total membership of the Church.
For this ard other sacred purposes the
Liatter-day Sainte had reared their
temples. To witness the laying of the
cap-stone of the last anJd greatest of
these structures thoueands of people
had come to this city. There were
those whe spoke elightingly ot there
stately structures, but they did so ig-
norantly. We were called upon to do
A great work, how greal we knew nof.
It bad not yet entered into the heart of
man how much good would be accom-
plished in the temples of our God.
They were the links hetween heaven
and earth. In them we would be
bound t3 our dead kindred and they
to us.

Apontile F. D), Riehards

sajd it was a prevailing idea with n
great many peopie that there were
only six members in the Church at the
time it was organized. He had enter-
tained the pame thougbt for a long time
bhimselt, but learned of his mistake
and was now desirous of gettine other
people aright on the same question.
According to the lawe of New York a
church could neither be organized nor
incorporated with leks than six mem-
bers. He coulil not aay authoritative-
ly what the exect membwership of the
Church was at the time it was organ-
jzed. It was on the 15th of May, 1829,
when Joseph and Oliver were baptized
and ordained 10 the Aaronic Priest-
hood. Betweon that time and A pril,
1830. The Gospel had been testitied
fo by Joseph and Ollver, and quite a
number bad been haptized.

The choir annd congregstion sang:
How firm a foundation.

Bepediction was pronounced by
 Apostle Heber J. Grant,




