of eommandment uuto the Church,
thoy mayest do it."

That is, he could speak or teach at
all times by way of commandment
unto the Church. 'That was within
the provinee of his Priesthood and
calling,

Now listen—

“But thou shalt not write by way of
fOmmandment. but by wisdom.”

Oliver Cowdery had no right to
Write revelations to the Church or
Blve in writing the word of God.
He had the right to pen words of
¥isdom nnd instruction; he had the
Fght to teach and speak under the
Ingpiration of the Holy Ghost; but
there wag only on¢ mnan who had
the right to write revelations and
Commangments to the Church, and
that waga Josephs; for, says the Lord:

“And thon shalt not command him
Who is nt thy head, and at the hond of
the Churely,

“For I have given him the keys of
Lho mystarjes, and tho revelations
Whiel: ure nenlod, until 1 shall appoint
Unto them another In his stead,”

Thﬂrcf‘oru, 80 long as Joseph lived
30 other man, however grent his nu-

lority, had the right to give com-
Mindments - written  command-
Mandmenlg—to the Church. When

¢ departed, the right fell upon
w”!;hnm Young; and although he
fe:‘]" 10 move of an Apostle than Lis
cmﬂ“’ Apostles, he had a different
ig Ng. 1t was his ealling to pre-
L€ over the Church. 1t wns his
i“(::_‘t:lg to be the mouthpicee of the,
- L the poople. When he pnased

: ¥ it fell to another; nod when he

?d, it fell 1o another, who is in our

et todny— Presidont  Wilford
no"odmfr. He has this right, and

Other man. Though there may

m'nm"“y Apostles, there is only one
holz t a time on the earth who can
the keyg, and who can exercise

th;l: é‘l\:thor]ty, a8 the Dresident of
ming urch,_ln giving voice to the
elat; And will of God in written rev-
Nons to the Church.
ﬂtart(:;g‘ o return to the iden that I
ber of out with: Buppose any num-
Men should pretend that they
o been vigited by holy messen-
g, l{‘ﬂd had received manifesta-
nigg lmm _God, can you for a mo-
any au‘t‘:gl_nu that God would give
in e ljont.y, except it were given
a be or channel which He
the I‘:“?lmred. and through which
5 :e‘:“loml has alrendy come?
Woulg uyone think that the Lord
m“m‘"::d His holy angels from
ang o)y, lay hands upon Joseph
Pu €r—echosen vessels for this
Pricagh, and restore the everlnsting
» 88 He did, and then
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allow some side persons to receive
it in some rurreptitious and iilegal
manner?

T speak about this,because the idea
has entered into my mind, for spome
repson, that thero are doubts and un-
certainty in the minds of some con-
cerning these matters;, and there is
a fear—perbaps through unbeliel—
that the Lord has withdrawn in
some manner a portion of His power
and has withheld sowme of His bless-
ings from the Priesthood of the Son
of God which exists In our midst. 1
say to you, and I bear testimony to
it, that all the keys, all the author-
ity, all the power, and all the Spirit
that were necessary to build up Zion
were bestowed upon the Prophet
Josepl; and by him conferred upon
bie fellow-servants, and are inex-
istence and held and exercised at
the present time by the Apostles of
this Church.

But some have got the jdea that
there is somwcthing lacking, some
absence of power, wilich some
great prophet-a  prophet great-
er than anybody we have ever
had, will have to restore.
Such ideas unsettle people in their
minds and faith and produce dissnt-
isfaction and discontent. T am look-
ing for great manifestations of the
power of God; but I am not looking
—I never have bevn—for nny great
nud wonderful thing of thls kind to
oceur. Prophets will undoubte:dly
continue to arise. We shall have
men with various gifts. The I'roph-
et Joseph was Buccceded by the
i*rophet Brigham,who,ne I remarked
today, wag one of the mightlest
Propheta that everlived. OQf course,
there is a difference in maon’s gifts.
Very few men haveeverlived onthe
earth who have been gifted like the
Prophet Joseph. Wue would not
make any comparison between any
Apostle and the Bavior, and it
is searcely right to make
a  comparison between  any
prophet and the 1’rophet Joseph. He
wns chosen expressly to lay the
foundation of this great work, and
the Lord gave him wonderful power
and wonderful revelations. He re-
ceived n continued strenm ot reveln_
tion from the time that the Father
and the Hon visited him until the
time of his death. He was n great
and mighty spirit. I always try to
avold making comparirons betwoen
servants of QGod; but [ doult
whether there ever wasn prophet
who received so much light in the
same length of time; for he died in
compatative youth, being only
thirty-vight years of age.

Brethren, let ue be satisfled with
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the blessings that we hnve and not
be looking forward with enger

ex puretation for rome great event to -

happen, and overlook the blessings
and prineiples that wu have today. It
is the privilege of every man in the
Chureh who holds the Priesthoord,to
have revelation from God for him-
self. You can have your minds en-
lightened; you can have the Hplrit
and power of God rest upon you.
1t is not neeessary that you should
preside over the Church, or that
you should be onc of the Twelve, to
have such gilts and blessings as
these. Read in the Book of Mor-
nion nbout the sons of Mosinh. Bue
what mighty power Ammon, one
of the sons of Mosinh, attained unto.
Was he the President of thie Chureh?
No; Almn was the President of the
Church. Ammon wuas one of the
servants of God, holding the Priest-
hood. Wus there any limit to the
power of that man? Secarculy any,
apparently. The work that he did
among the Lamanites is one of the
yrentest Inbors and missions that
wert ever performed by man.
Yot, ns I have said, he was doubt-
less only n High Iriest or a man
holding the Melchisedee riesthood.
His brethren alse atlained unte
very great power.  In their fourteen
years? mission among the Laman-
ites they perfornied an extraordin-
ary work, and God was with them.
Then, after their day, there were
the two sons of Helaman—Nepht
and Lehl. We have the most told
us nbout Nephi. Prolubly he was
the senior; he was doubtless the
presiding High Priest over the
Church, But Lehl wns scarcely a
whit behind him in the power of
God that he attained unto and the
bieesings that were Lestowed upon
him.

Bo it is with us. If we will live
for these blussings, there is no limit
to them. Theonlyllnlt is our faith!
If we have no faith; if we do noi
gualify ourselves; if we do not live
near unto the Lord and seck unfo
Him for power aund for gifts and
graces, He will not bestow these
blessings upon us. kvery one of
you brethren who besr the Holy
Priesthood should be in such closé
communieation with the Lord that
you will know for yourselves all
things pertaining to your duties;
that you will not need to be taught,
or. if you nre tnught, that you will
understand in & moment what is re-
quired of you. If you were in such
a condition, would 1Sklers be con-
tending one with another? Would
they be arraying themselvea one
against another? Would there be

-



