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j kiruth WORTHY OPOF colff

THEmin Springspringfieldfloidflold republican com-
menting on the failure in kansas of

t ththe prohibitory lavlaw says
ft ia the same difficulty that has oc
cutcui red in maine which nealxeal dow
proposed to meet by increasing the
pen fur the lawsjaws violation
thetho republican adds

itrii ifillit is a trouble which will always
result regarding la law which has
the sentiment of any considerable
portionp of the community opposed
to italdit audand which neither rewards for
conviction nor increased penaltiesties
wiliwill or fermai antly re
medy it is nocneceomaryemarysaryaary ttautatat thetheaar

of the jaw like the builders
of should takeetake intoin to account
the material with which they have
to work and if they do not failure

Ij andaud collapse will overtake the momostmosi
ist

symmetrical edifice
is good common sense but

the like some other
joujournallrnale does not recognize its fmfin

whoa applied toD utah but
beratesberated tempertem atisatts and experienced
statesmen and think-
ers who apply the afsahamesameme princlealebieaes to
the treatment of the mormon
questionn kaaldbid unreasonable and
uuropu methods are the
rashi n now aaas they have been
at intervalsintervaiavala duringdaring the past
dom would suggest otherothet
means to the desired
udiad and proclaim that the violation

of principles of law and
caa from the essentials of
our of government are not
likely to create a strict regard for
jawslaws in general nor add to the glory
of our great republic but when
bigotry andund passion rulesruleruie it cannot
be expected that wisdom and good
j dg meatit will command much re

the thoughtful will do wellwall
to pause and reflect before allowing
themselves to be hurried along by
thethin tide of popular unreason
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A DANGERdaniger THAT SHOULD BE
understood

turTHEtun danger attending the present
system of for the
electric light 13i attracting a great
deal of attention quite a number
of accidents of a serious nature have
occurred in many places from vari-
ous causes connected with the elec-
tric wires and the necessityty of some
further protection is becoming gene
rallynallyrailyrally recognized in philadelphia
the underground system which Isis
establishedestablishettott inin some pansparts of ger-
many is jhb only one allowed

an incident occurred in this city a
few nights ago which supports the
necessity of having the electrioelectric
wire 3 laid underground the wire
crossing near thetha roof of the builds
ing occupied by N Bouko fehy being
in close proximity to a tin gutter
the electrioelect rio current jumped to this
conducting material and commenc-
ed to metsafe firefine to the woodwork fort-
unatelytunately the prompt application of a
little water prevented any damage
A portion of thothe insulating material
which encasedincased the wire was also
consumed showing that it is not
always a sumalsufficientent protection
against the probabilities of fire when
the cuffcurrententant mrnescomes into near prox-
imity to any conducting material

another circumstance by which a
mechanic came near losing his life
occurred a few days ago one of the
employees of mr david jamea hathal
o A ionloniun to go on the roof of the
1largearsu bloed ot buildings lately erect
ed byt hoorhooper and eldridge to com-
piettipettieteety 4 job connoeted with the cor-
nice tn thetile act of eitoritostooping down he
laid noliholi of the electrioelec trio light wire
wilchwinch is extended acrossaeroacro the sourn
welwehlwe L wrnercorner of tilethe roof a few inches
above ehethe booling matwatmaterialerialtrial lleileliehe was
lraiiainstantlyitantly A n ubold over head
lawing unon hishia gackyack barely a footfool
romrumrz ra me edeode of theefiethu roof overlook-

ingtv tue streettreetff had he been thrown
a smileimle motemate to thetho right lo would
navenase beenbetin precipitated into the
7 t reet and it woul i have beimbeen sup
sudsydsed nehe merely slipped uiloft the roof

liL iii wire alsoaiso left a mark of burn-
ingr aeres his hand showing that
methe wire sometimes gets h
to burn even when the current ap-
pears to be going allalf right

wowe consider this mattermattenr of BOso
great importanceimportatice tiare surrender
muchmach of ou editorial todayto daymayurnayortj a communication from the may-
or of detroit to the Cohacobacommonmorlmoll coun-
cil of that city the councilcounell had
hastily jassasas haahas occurred in other

plazplaces passed an ordinance giving
an electric light company the right
to put up poles and wires as in atals
city the blasor bawsaw nitlit to0 decline
signing the ordinance giving his
reasons as follofollowswo

to the honorable the common
Cocouncil

Gentgentlemenlemoniemon imbued with a dedeep
enbesenseenee of my official responsibility
andmd after careful consideration havi-
nging neachea the conclusionlonion that the

ferial system of transmitting the
powerful current of electra ity re-
quired for lighting purposesea by
wires trained onin poles throughough the
city which ISit by the
brush EIeEleelecirioelectriocirlocirio light company is
extremely dangerous to life and to
property from tire 1 am constrained
tota return without my approval the
ordinance entitled an ordinance
authorizing and regulating for the
purpose of supplying lightlights the erec-
tion laying and operating of poles
wires pipes lamps and conductconductorsois
in the public and other
public placesplace of the city of detroit
bybythethe bruahBruh electric light com-
pany of said city adopted at the
last meeting of your honorable
body

I1 fully appreciate the advantages
of the electric light I1 am very re-
luctant to ommeroffer any opposition to any
progressive enterprise whateverandeverand
nothing but a realization of my du-
ties in the premises has impeiImpelimpellededmeme
to this action my original impres-
sions were adverse to the serialverial sys-
tem of transmitting electricity for
lighting pUrpurposespotes thesetheae were subse-
quently partially modified bemy
desire to avoid occasioning lossloas to
our enterprising citizens whojhb have
embarked their capital in the works
of the brush electric light com-
pany and erected poles and trained
wires through the strstreetsealseats ouon what
wasvas at eastleast a color of authority
from the city government but the
recent accidents that have occurred
in philadelphia cincinnati and
elsewhere and the profound con-
sternationsternation thereby have
finally compelled the regretregretfulfulrul con
diction thatthit ane necessity pfaf pro-
tection to the city from fire must
bce paramount to evelyever other con-
sideration A conflagration might
slspeedilyedily destroy mony alinasurn 23 the
amount of property invested in thi
electric works

A few days agongo in philadelphia
owing to the brush wire bhiving
come in contact with a toietoletelephonephone
wire both ends of the circuit andtind
two telephone boxes in biffidifferenterent
parts of the city were
ly burned and if this had occurred
at night the danger of a general
conflagration would have been im
eminent I1 am informed by thotil
fire marshal that two or three in

fires have been already oc
casiocasloned by the same cause in this
city notably this was the caseease with
the fire in Di smiths
factory there is no longer any
doubt that the dangers arising from
transmitting powerful currents of
electricity in midairmid air and in close
proximity to telegraph and tele-
phone wires can scarcely be ex-
aggeratedag and no business house or
private residence in which a tele-
graphic or telephonic wire termi-
nates is secure from the danger otof
firetire at any hour of the day or night
when the brush electric works are
in operation A magazine of nitro-
glycerine in the centre of the city
would in my opinion be a less pro-
lific1 I source of dandaugerdanger4

ereneyen than thethothorialserial
system of transtransmittingmbitting powerful
currents of electricity in use by the
brushbrash company

Isli layjay the
brush wires under growgroundgrodnidfid this
system mr A J decamp who
has charge of the brush 0orka in
philadelphia saysgayr 11wiilwiliwill do away
with accidents from abethe meeting ofof
electric wires and telephone anuandand
telegraph wiminwireswim in thetile open air

As I1 am not an expert I1 may be
pardoned for calling youryolar attention
to the opinion ofbf mrair Ddavidavld brooks
the eminent electrician of Miphiladel-
phia

indelladel
who recently madomade a profes-

sional tour cf europe arterafter litjitattend-
ing

tend
the paris electric exexpositorexposi ton

in commenting on tilethe recent electricselectrietnie
accidents in that city says 1
have yet to find a single casecasol
where a fire was caused by under-
ground wires thee only correct
way of running the wires iais by the
underground method it Is thelastthe easi-
est thinthingi in the world to do in
london thothe wires are coated with
gutta percha andaud laidiaia simply underunter
the ground it iaIs a mistake to sup-
posepopoe o they are laid in the sewers in

wires laid
thorethere eancau anoinobe no fires orcr accidents A
firefiro will notna burn without air and
in the underground system no air
can get to the wires

thetha system lfof running the wires
on palespiles iaIs extremely dangerous in
many casescages along chestnutt street
philadelphia thetile telephone aldaud telteite
evgraph wires are fofco blosebluse together
thata stretching or saggingbaggingbaggingotoi a afewfew
inches would cause the wires to
meet and rub against each other
in a short time the insulating ma-
terial wears offard the electric wire
sends its powerful current along the
smaller wires both ways thus creat-
ing afirea alre at each end of the circuit
or supposing that an electric wire
should breakak aud tiiethe two ends thus
formed should fall to the ground as
they naturallyrally would if a man
should thoughtlessly pick up both
ends he would be instantly kilkl ledor
if the current were weak hohe would
be very badly shocked should how-
ever one portion of the wire touch
the ground in anyplaceany place espiespeciallybially
where it is wet then his feet might
bobe connected through the damp
ground with another part of the dircir-
cuit and two paths thus be opened
to the current wilhwith thetiie chances of
a dangerous portion of it passing

h his body
the accident on friday con-

tinued professor brooks gives peo-
ple an idea of the danger of permit-
ting the electric wires to run along
the streets on poles it is fortunate
that no more serious accidents oc-
curred

every telephone in the city is in
danger and if those electric wires
are not run under ground it is hard
to tell what happen it
would hardly surprise me that in
addition to fires and similar acci-
dents we should soon hear of a per-
son being shocked to death IVISit is
easy enough to do a thing right in
the finstfirt placeplaces when the way is
plain andaad easy and wafth easy enough
to run the electrioelectric wires under
ground the way is ready

lierehere wowe have the opinion of an
eminent electrician pointing out the
dangers of the aerial system and
uuponpon the practicability of the under-
ground system as exemplified in
london in support of this I1 will
add that I1 was informed by the
mayor of chicago thatbat hebe had re
fused permission to the brush elec
trie company to ol010 erate in that city
except by underground cables and
that it had accepted his conditions
and agreed to construct them nor
doidoldo I1 believe there is nnan intelligent
person inht this community
rested in thetho brush compcompanyaby who
has eivengiveniven rnyany attendonattention to thesusthe sub-
ject1 who entertains any doubt as to
the feasibility and desirability of the
underground system

Eitherthe underground system is
practicable or it is not if impracti-
cable so great are the dangers aris-
ing from the aerial system com-
pany should be permitted to operate
it in detroit if practicable the
brush company should he at once
compelled to adopt it and to susbus
pend operations until they ha fee re-
constructed their system they
should forthwith be required to re-
move the unsightly poles with
which they have disfigured the
principal avenues of the city
without le il authority or the
board of public works should be
directed to remove them I1 have
reached my conclusions on this sub-
ject not only froinfrom a consideration
of tilethe dangers of fire arising from
the aerial system but also becausebemuse
of its danger to life

the london times of
says a workman was instantly killed
at Hatfield house by coming in
contact with ane brush wires con-
veying the electric current which
lights the mansion A number of
similar accidents have been reported
in the newspapers suppose a tirelire
man waswa to break a connectionconnect loh on
tilethe wood ward avenue cable as he
strove to reach a high building and
received the fullhill force of the curcure
rent it would be certain death to
hirnhim oior to anyone eisaeleaisaise who might
come inintoto ebucontacttact direct or through
a connecting medium with a wire
in which the passage of BOso powerful
a current wa broken thothe brave
men who compose lirour fire depart
mentyments should notnoi be exposed to so
i eminent a danger I1 think all
wires shoula be laid underground
but thetho safety of the whole city de-
mands that the brush electric
wires above all others shoup be so
arranged as to0 babotbe not only insulated
but isolated from all possible contactconeon tact
with wires used for other putpurposesposes
thetho expense would be considerable
but the profits of the Ompacompaniesriles
warrant their compulsion to conduct
their business in a way that will not
endanger the safety of the commu-
nity the real truth cf tiiethe whowhole
ulattorI apprehend to lieke ie that in
undertaking to utilize electricity as
ameant of lighting they are as yet

dealing withawith a faction of unknown
quality the question is still largely
experimental in its nature andlandiand I1
should prefer thebe experiment to be
carried than wit jdeopeop
ardy to the liveslived and property of the
citizens of detroit the ordinance I1
return you Is in my opinion fatally
defective in several other minor re

but authorizing as it does the
aerial system even temporarily I1
simply base my objection on thatthat
feature alone Gentlgentlemenemea if you
shall diffdiffendifferer from me and be moved
by any considerations whatever to
adopt this ordinance notwithstand
ing my objectionobjections you will assume
the responsibility for any conflagra-
tions or accidents that may be occaoica
cloned andlind I1 will be absolved by the
community

WM 0 THomptrompTHOMPSONsori mayor

the council waswaa aoso impress-
ed with the justice of thetile
mayors decision that the vote forfur
thih passage of the ordinance was
unanimouslyasly reconsidered and the
ordinance was laid on the table

As further evidence of the im
of this mattermatters the fire

underwriters of ban francisco and
aisoalso of some places in the eastfast havehaxe
adopted specialspec at and stringent ruleruie
concerning the conducting etc ofot
wires for the electric light and in
rancessu companies aieate Tequiringrequiring
the observance otof these rules in ailalj
buildings on which policies are
granted

ANOTHER PLAN TO SMITE
THE MORMONS

THEtue christian unica commences
the now yearyai with a new and ar-
tistic heading andaud other improve
ments in the mechanical arrange-
ment of the paper with its issue lor
january will appear an illu-
strated supplement on palestine
the enterprise of this religious
magazine is commendable and a
great deal of its reading matter is
instructive and well written on
aquestions relating to utah and the

MormonmormonsMormonsss however it is like
most other eastern publications
considerably mixed

in the latest number there is an
editorial on the utah problem from
whichchwewe make the following ex
tract

the real and almost fatal defeetdefect
of our treatment otof the utah
lemiemem lleslies in the fact that in our
anglo saxon legislation adultery iji
notaot treated as a crime ifit a maiiman
marriesmarkles two wives he can be sent
to the state prison if hohe marriesmarried
one wife and maintains 20 mistress
es he cannot be calledpalled to accornaccount
at all it wouldouid be aneasean easy matter
to0 Pprover0 ei the offense of adultery
againstgalgajns

av the polygamous mor
mons but the marriage cere-
monial which is necessary to
constitute the technical offense
of bigamy it laIs nitialtiost impossible td
prove the united states govern-
ment advantage borrow a
principler from the ancient mosaicyelegislationgislgisiatlon and make adultery a pe-
nal offense in all its territories it
individual scalesstates followed the ex-
ample thus set them so much the
better adultery is a crimearinie against
god man and the family thetile re
cognition of this fact wouldgould strike at
the root of the organized vice which
in utah bringsbrizgis disgrace upon the
whole people and government of the
unitedunite states

we fullyfullfuli agree with the chriatianChrit tian
union in its denunciation of the
crime of adultery it laIs considered
by the latter day saints a capital
offence their sacred bobki teach
that it is next in enormity to the
crime of murber under certain
circumstances we eontonconsidersider that itits
proper penalty is death our church
counts it- in the same degree of
wickedwickednessnessnesa aa it was inhi thetha mosaic
law viewing i t apart fromchuch u ch
regulationslations vvewe think that the stateammshshould provide adequate punish-
mentmentfordfor the crime and seeing
that in new york and other states
of the onionunion it is sono offenseoffence against
the law and that as the Chrischristian
union admits a manmin in states
whether married or not cankeep any
number of mistresses without alovio-
lating the jaw would it not be
quite as well for the preachers and
editors in those states to turn their
attention to the needs of their own
localities instead of making soeo much
fuss about utah and with which
they have iiono intimate relations

the immorality of mistress keep
ing is acknowledged in word by the

itheagitators againstagainpt plural ninmarriagemage
they also admit the prevalence of
the sin it is well known that it is

indulged in by a large number of
pubpublicliemenmen many of them married
and also that it is no bar to their ob-
taining any office in the state or
nation and iti many instancesinstanceii if
they can only keepkeen the thing esuoma
posarosa it does not stand in the way of
preferment in circles where a moral
influence is considered absolutely
necessarynelneiessary

all this is wrong it Is an evil of
far gratergreater magnitude than the
utah difficulty is eyerever claimed to
be if polygamy were as prevalent
gross and vile a it is thought lo10 be
in utah itsils proportions are very
diminutive compared with the
evils in and growing out of the
crime alluded to by the chris
dianfian union and yet while the
whole country is aroused against the
former the latter is passed by with
closed lips or slyly winked at by the
knowing and i
niobe

ifit bethe would be reformers who
want to regenerate maiiutah were
sincere in their hoiomillesmilies about
morality and their professedprofeseed abhor-
rence ofot thathe marrmartmarriagelige relations of
the mormonscormonsMorAlormons they would bytry to
cleanse the inside of their own so-
cial platters before meddling with
their neighbors bat while they
cry out so much about polygamy aarafar
off they can put up with adultery
and kindred sins right at home
without a murmur of disapprobation
or a sniff of aversion

the aniononion seems to think that if
congressCongresg we ae to borrow a leaf out
of me mosaic book plural marriage
could be reached effectually that a
law against adultery would be a
fatal blow against polygamy let
us examine this a tittlelittle the mo-
saic code forbade adultery hutbut per-
mitted and in some casercases required
I1plural marriage therefore polypolygamygarny
lais not adultery and the unionsUtzions ldesidea
is futile in proof of this one of the
ten commandments of that code
says

thouthou not commit adul-
tery ss

1bubutt in the same law it is or-
dained

if a man have two wives one
belo edad and another hatedbated and they
have borne him children both the
beloved and the hated and if the
firstbornfirstborn son be herhhern that was hat-
edad

then it shall be when he mak
eth his sons to inherit that which
he hath that he may not make the
soneon of the beloved firstbornfirstborn before
the son of the hated which is indeed
the birstfirstboin

but he shall acknowledge the
son of the hatedbated for the firstbornfirstborn by
giving him a double portion of all
that he hath for he iais the beginning
of his strength the right of the first
born is his beutdeutbeut axi 151715 17

also it Is wr ittem
whencaben a man hathbath taken a new

wife he shall not go outbut to war etessetc
5

in the twenty fifth chapter otof
Deuterondeuteronomymy willwiil be found regula-
tions concerning the course to be
taken by a man whose brother has
died childlessrs lebleyleavingving a widow he
I1iss required under penalties there
propresentedanted to marry the widow and
raise up children to the deceased
thethee firstbornfirstborn to bear thothe latlatteriattertens
name so that it shall be continued
inlii israel A very little re-
flection will suffice to show
that thisthib is binding upon a
married man as well as a single man
in such casettecaseease the nameonname of the living
brother requiring to be perpetuated
just as much as the dead brotherbrothers

now the law against adultery
I1 provides that the offender shall be
put to death see levi
but in the case of a married man
whose brother dies childless leaving
a widow the married man was com-
manded to have a plurality of wives
and was to be under continual dis-
grace if he would not comply
rhetherefore the law against adultery
is not a law against a plurality of
wives

this is clearly illustratedIllustratedInin the
case of david king of srael who
while he kept the law was a mandian
afteraften godal own heart but when he
transgressed it was severely tun
dished andaud rejected while hobe kept
the law god gave him wives into
his bosom and intimated thatthai he
would harghave increased his gifts if
david so desdedesiredsiredsited but when he
took aanotherhother mans wife and so
broke the jawlaw god denounced and
punished him in davidsdavid s case god
blessed a man by giving him a
plurality of wives and took them
away from him as a curse for
committing adultery ereoergo plural
marriage is not adultery lindand a law
against the latter has no bearingbeating
upon the former


