K

THE DESERET NEW S.

Rt

—— e ——

April 10

i

——

BEWARE!

The bear of Russia stretches his paws,

And one by one he urfolds his claws,

With an eye on the West, and one on the
E“tlﬁ Y o, A ;Ft# ;

He settles down to his toothgome feast,

And watches toseehow far h: may dare.

The lion of Britain, with doleful tone,
Somewhere between a growl and a groan,
Sends forth his ships by thousands of tons,
Keady with roaring of thunderous guns,
To startle the earth and affright the a'r.
Beware | . : L

The Austrian eagle, instead of a hat,
Wearlog a crown, looks this way and that;
With a German head;and a Magyar head,
It is doubtful whither he may yet be led,
And he Tears as he bhopes that the day wil
be fair. . ' WL :
"Bewavre!

And the Prussian apaconda, 100,
Looks over the witérs, broad and blue,
And across the Rhine, aud towards the
BOuth " e L QUL oo o s

Whi'e he opens wid: ravenous mmth.
And bis hungry glance is everywhere. '~
Beware 1. iz, e ‘) |

The eagle of France, with & broken wing,
Unable to iy, w'content tu sing;
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But hé sharpens his spure, and whets his

For he cannot gue
freak '
May occur to his enem

~ Beware |

The buzzard of Turkey, beaten, betrayed,

No longer looks for uncertain afd. |

To the foe in front he ylelds up his power,

While Mussulmans wait fo the reckoning

And behind |
' Beware ]

The birdsand beasts of Europe, you sce,

As a bappy family, don’t agree, .

And a ewarm of kites and a crowd of crow

Are snuffiog at every win1 that blows,

Each one anxious 1o seize his share.
Beware!

s8 what quarrelsome

y over there.
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DISCOURSE

DELIVERED BY

ELDER GEO. . CANNOY,

In the New Tabernacle, Salt
Lake City, on Sunday
morning, Oct. 8, 1877.

REPORTED BY GEORGE F. GIBBS.

Our Conference is a most import-
ant one, one that doubtless will be
long remembered by those wheo
have participated in its delibera-
tions and actions. It is not often
that we, as a people, have been
called upon to pass through such
circumstances as those which have
surrounded vs for the past four or
five weeks. Twice in our history,
during the past forty-seven and a
half years, have we been called to
mourn the loss of him who hasled
the cause of the holy priesthood
upon the earth. At both times the
blow has fallen, it may be said, un-
e:;iawtadly upon us; it was particu-
larly so at the martyrdom of the
Prophet Joseph Smith, for he bhad
passed through so many difficulties,

| the Bp

|

‘| more and assume the direction and

church affairs. And while they
were not sa'isfied with Sidney Rig-
don, onor his preaching, nor his pro-
positions; a great many were unde-
cided in their minds as to who
:nulchlla-a lil:llar:I leader, t:lr -whg woul¢

ave the right to stand at the head.
When thas Twelve mtu%ed and
their  voices were heard: in the
midst of the people; when Presi-
dent Young stood before the con-
gre%stiun and epake to the, people;
doubt and uncertainty and every
kindred feeling vanished, and every
one who had a sufficient portion of

irit- of the  Lord recognized
in him {lhn m?: ""IE’?IHIEII_ the Lord
had chosen to lead and guide his
Prophek, .. .\ .itin:
. For the first time in the history
of the church, the Twelve Apos:
tles stépped forward ndftook,pﬁ
charge of affairs -bj;:tin authority

| of the Apostleship, and the author-.

ity which they had received from

the Prophet Joseph. Apd for a

| little rieing of three years they led

and %uldeﬂ the church, until the
Lerd inspired his servant Brigham
to organize a First Presidency of
the church, This experience has
béen most valuable to us under our
present circumstances, Men have
looked back to the past; they have
remembered what was done at the
period to which I refer, and doubt,
uncertainty and hesitation bave not,
existed to any extent; in fact, have
not existed at all in the minds of
those of long. experience in the
ehurch. . The Twelve Apostles
have the authority d | s
guide, to ‘manage and direct
the  sffairs of the church, be-
ing the Quorum standing next to
the First Presidency., Naturally it
falls to them to step forward once
| control, to dictate and counsel and
to regulate, so far as may be neces-
sary, everything connected with

| the organization of the people and

the proclamation of the Gospel
among the natiens of the earth,
Although the blow has been a
heavy one, and has fallen unex-
pectedly upon us, it seemed to
me, during the past summer, in
watching President Young, in lis-
tening to him, in associating with
him, that he had obtained a new
lease of life. He bad not been able
to speak for years in public assem-
blies with the ease to himself that
he had done since the last winter,
It seemed that he had overcome
his weakness, a weakness of the
stomach frem which he suffered
when he spoke to large congrega-
|tions, and his bodily health ap-
peared to be as perfect as it could
be for a man of his age; this being
the case, it was a very unexpected
thing for him to pass off so sudden-
iy. But in looking back at the cir-
cumstances that surrounded him
and that surrounded the church,
aud the labors that were g0 essen-
tial for him to perform, we can
now understand why it was that
he was so greatly strengthened,that
he had such vigor mot only in
speaking, but in performing the
labors of traveling and visiting the
various settlements, that he en-
Jjoyed. I do not believe myself that
Prest. Young could ‘have felt as
bappy, as I know he does feel, had

|

and had so many narrow escapes,
and so many deliverances from per-
ils of the most menaecing character,
that the Latter-day Saints had been

nerable, and that his life would be

spared to a good old age, if not to |

Jed to regard him as almost invul-]|

he left the church in the condition
it was in when ‘he commenced his
labors last spring. I am convinced
that it has added greatly to his sat-
isfaetion; it has been a fitting con-
summation to the labors of his long

the winding up scene. His mar-
tyrdom, then, fell as a very unex-
pected blow upon the people. It
was a dreadful shock, for which a
great bulk of the Latter-day Saints
were uuprepared. It is true that
many were warned, especially those
who were abroad among the nations
preaching; they had dreams and
manifestations of the Bpirit con-
cerning the terrible calamity, Bat
those at home were scarcely pre-

life that he should be spared to or-
ganize the church throughout these
valleys in the manner in which it

to Jead  and|

now is organized. - It was remarked
by Brother Pratt,in his discourse,
that at no time since the first eor-
ganization of the church bave the
iatter-day Saints been so well or-
ganized; everything set in order so
completely

mony; and you know he has been
familiar with the e¢hurch from

pared, Evidences came so quickly,

one after another, that there was I to the

scarcely an idea among the people
that his arrest, or his deliverin
himself up as he did, would termi-
pate in such a catastrophe. The
Church itself was so unprepared,
by any previous experience, for the
steps that were necessary to carry
on the work that the Lord had es
tablished, and of which bhe had been
the instrument.

I well remember the feelings that
were experienced upon that ocea- |
sion: how men’s minds, wondered,
and the surmises that were indulged
in; the guesses, the anticipations,
some thinking one man would be
choszen, and others that some one
eilse would be. Many of the peo-

g |every man of years belonging

nearly the first of its organization
present time., And I believe
this would be the testimony
to

the church. And I am thankful

this day that President Young was |

spared . to accomplish this work,

as- we now gee them. | pleasure to that
| This is his experience and his testi-

of | been a great many ideas afloat in

that the Linid gave him the bodily
vigor and the mental capacity sufli-

labors of his earthly career in so
filting & manner,

He has marked oat the path fo
the Twelve to pursue.. And I was
a number of times impressed dur-
ing the summer that the spirit he
possessed in relation to these mat-
ters impelled him to hurry them
up, and have everything attended
to quickly; almost a feeling of reat

cient to enable him to close up thal

ple were at an entire loss to know

who would take charge of tha]

essness was manifested by him.

(which was so contrary to his usuall

-

calmness of manner,) to have the
work of organjzation compleied. 1
have been reminded a numbLer of
times of the same spirit that rested
upon the Prephet Joseph; be seem-
ingly could not rest, he was eon-

antly stirring up a.nd.m:glng

walga to step forward and assume
the Tresponsibility that lay upon
them, and to im to the pesple
the knowledge that the Lord bad
given to him, and to bestow upon
the servants of God the keys and
the autherity of the holy: priest-
hood in its fulness. And President
Young manifested the same spirit.
‘He lived to receive Elder Taylor
and the brethren of the Twelve
who accompanied him after their
return from organizing the last of
the Btakes of Zion, and to confer
with them, In a few hours after-
wards he took his exit,

At no time probably in the his-
tory of the church bhave tbe Baints
been go calmm and s0 rerene, mani-
festing so little concern in relation
to the way matters should ge, and
the affairs of the church be econ-
ducted, as they have on this occa-
sion. It has seemed as though the
Lord has prepared the people for
these things. He has poured out
upon us the spirit of union, that
has not been epnjoyed, probably, to
80 great an extent at any time in
our history. There are great labors
assigned to all of us in every depart-
ment of the priesthood. If we
take up the work and carry it for-
ward in the spirit with whieh it
‘has been eommitted to us by him,
now that he has gone from our
midst, the Liord will continue to be
with us and to bless us as he did
him. For He was with him all hi-
life; he was with him in counsel-
irng the people; he was with him in

rophesying to the people, and in
eaching them and directing them
in their temporal as well as in their
spiritual labois. And the Lord
crowned his life with success, and
his Jabors with blessing; and they
who sustained him and obeyed his
counsel have been ‘prospered in
every instance; and when they re-
celved the counsel in & proper spirit
and carried it out as it was given to
them, they and the church pros-
pered under hils presidency and ad-
ministration; and it has gone forth
in power and majesty and in sueh
& way as to bring conviction to the
hearts of thousands of people that
there i & power connected with
this system called ‘“Mormonism?”
not com prehensible to any who do
not view it by the Spirit of God. 1
feel Yhat we, am a people, thould
take hold of this work; that we, as
Apostles, that we, as Seventies, and
as High Priests, as Elders, as
Priests, Teachers snd Deacuns,
should take hold of this work in
earmestness and in zeal, and ecarry
it forward as our Prophet and file
leader did during his Jifetime.
That we should tuke it up where
he laid it down and earry it on un-
til the end is reached, and the full
consummation of all things is aec-
complished;  ‘seeking to have the
spirit that animated him, and te
follow bim as he followed Joseph
as he honored Joseph, as he reve
Joseph, as he upheld Joseph, as he
maintained Joseph, touching doe-
trine and counsel, so that it appears
to me if we are animated by the
Spirit: of God we will honor him
and follow in his footsteps, as he
followed Jeseph, and as Joseph fol-
lowed Chyist. ben we do this,
and take hold of this work with
the earnestness and zeal which
should characterize our actions, the |
Spirit and power of God will rest
upon us, and he will bear us off’ us
he has borne them off who preced-
ed us; he will not desert us, nor
leave us ip any position where we
will be destitute of help. -

I listened with a great deal of
portion of Brother
Pratt’s discourse which I heard, in
relation to the Apostleship and |
the suthority of the Apostieship,
and the right of the priesthood to
rule Bud to govern. There have

the miuds of men concerning this
work; and I suppose [ have been
interrogated I might say thousands
of times—at any rate I bhave been
interrogated upon this point more
than ‘any other, namely, Who will
succeed President Young in case
he dies? The Latter-day Saints
who have had experience in Lthis|
matter have not bad ocecasion to
ask this question; but many inex-
perienced  Saints bad it in their |
hearte, wondering what shape af-
fauirs would take in case anything
were to happen to the President of
the chureb.

Every man who is ordained to

i

| terwairds ahead of two others, un-

and guide the people of God when-
ever he is called upon to it and the
responsibility rests upon him. Baut

that power, that authority and
right. Most of the people could
very readily imagine that Presi-

there is a difference, 88 was ex-
plained by Brother Pratt, that
arises in some instances from sen-
ority in age, in other instances
from seniority in ordipation. And
while it is the right of all the
Twelve Apostles to receive revela-
tion,and for each one to be a prophet,
to he a seer, to be a revelator and
to hold the keys in the fullness, it
isonly the right of one man at a
tiwe to exercise that power in re-
lation to the whole people and to
give revelation and coupsel and di-
rect the affairs of the church—of

course, always acting in conjune- |

tien with his fellow servants, And
while wesay that the Twelve Apos-
tles have the right to govern, that
the Twelve have the ‘authority,
that the Twelve Apostles are the
men who preside,when we say this,
we do not mean that every one of
the Twelve is going to give revela- |
tion to this great people, that every
one of the T'welve has the right te
counsel and dictate and regulatethe
affairs of the cbhurch as emergencies
may arise, independent of the rest.
The church is not governed like
Zion’s Co-ope
a Board of Directors; this is not
God’s design. It is governed by
men who hold the keys of the Apos-
tleship, who have the right and au-
thority. Any one of them, should
a0 emergency arise, can act as pres-
ident of the ¢burehy, with all the
powers, with all the authority,with
all the huj'i and with every endow-
ment necessary to obtain revelation
from God, and to lead and guide
this people in the pa'h that jeads.
to the celestial glory; but there is
only one man at a time wbho ecan
hold the keys, who can dictate,
who can guide, who can give reve-
lation to the church. The rest
must acquiesce in his aetion, the
rest must be governed by his coun-
sels, the rest must receive his doc-
trines, It was so with Joszeph.
Others held the Apostleship—Oli-
ver feceived the Apostleship at the
same time that Joseph did; but Jos-
eph beld the keyg, altbough Oliver
held precisely the same authority.
There was only one who could ex-
ercise it in its fullness and power
among the people. So also at Jos
eph’s death, there was only one
man who could exercise that au-
thority and hold these keys, and
that man was President Brigham
Young, the president of the Quo-
rum of the Twelve whom God had
singled out, who by extiaordinary
providence had been Lrought to the
front, although many were ahead
of him atcording to ordination' at
one time and another. :
Now that he has gone, one man
only can hold this power and au-
thoitity to which I refer, and that
man is he whom you sustained yes-
terday, a8 President of the Querum
of the Twelve, as one of the Twelve
Apostlées and' of the- Presidency,
John Taylor by name. When rev-
elation comes to this people, it is
he who has the right to give it.
W hen counsel comes to this people,
as a people, it is he who has the
right to impart it; and while the
Twelve are associated with him,
one in power, one in authority,

rative Iunstitution, by |

|

dent Young would Lave outlived
President T'aylor, but {be'Lord has
ordered otherwise,

In relation to ordination, a great
many people have imagined that it
Was necessary to ordain a man to
succeed another, that it would im-
part a parficular efficacy or endow
him with some addivivnal power.
Ordination is always good and ac-
ceptable; blessings and setting apart
are always desirable to those who
haveto go forth te prepare them for
Gods service; but it is not necessary
that an Apostle should be ordained
to stand at the head of the people,
| When the exigeney arises, be has
already got the fulness of xuthority,
and the power of it, I was told of
a dream that a n-had shortly
after the death of the Prophet. A

erson dreamed that a certain man
ad been set apart by the President,
and the keys had been given him;
and that President Young came
and £aid that he bad given to this
person the keys. Now, that of it-
self, to a person understanding the
prineiple, would carry its own con-
tradiction with it, The man dream-
ed of was already an Apostle, hold-
ing and exeicising the keys of the
A postlesbip; and therefore it would
not be necessary for President
Young to confer again upon him
the keys, If every man of the
Twelve but one were slain, the one
remaining would have the right to
organize a First Presidency of the
church, to choose Twelve Apostles,
and to organize the church in its
fulness and power, and 1o precide
over it.. And his acts woulu be ac-
cepted of the Lord, and binding
upon the people. This is the au-
thority of the A postl:ship. If every
Aypostle avciently had been slain
but Jobn the Revelator, as they all
were, and there had been faith and
men enough left, he would have
bhad the right to ordain other Apos-
es, and set in order the entire
| ehureh and carry forward the work
as the Lord shouid dictate it. 8o
in our day. As I have stated, it is
not necessary fora man who has re-
ceived this power and these keys to
be ordained and set apart to act; he
can act in any position. President
Young, when he cho~e Brether
George A. Bmith to be his First
Counselor, in the place of Heber C.
Kimball, did not lay his hands up-
on his head to confer upon himany
additional power or authoriiy for
the position, because Brother Geo.

\ A, held the Apostleship in its ful-

ness, and by virtue of that priest-
nhood he could act in that or in any
other position in the church. He
chose other assistant counselors; he
did not set them apart, theie was
no necessity for it, as they already
beld the Apostleship. And if bhe
had, he could only have blessed
them; he could not bestow upon
them any more than they already
had, because they had all that he
bimself had, that is when he chose
them from the same Quorum. He
did chose eseveral of his assistant
counselors from the Quorum of the
T'welve; he did not put his hands
upon them to set them apart, nor to
give them the authority and power

they must respect him as their pres-
ident, they nuust look to him as the
man through whom the voice of
Gud will come to them, and to this
entire people. Bﬁ extraordinary
providence he has been brought to
the front., Men have wonaered at
it, why it was so. It iseasy of ex-
planation, There was & time when
three living Apostles, three Apos-
tles who now live, whose names
were placed above his in the Quo-
ram of the Twelve, But when
this matter was reflected upon,
President Youog was moved upen
to place him ahead of one, and af-

til by the unanimous voice of the

Apostles he was acknowledged the

Senior Apostle, holding the oldest

ordiration without interruption of
any man amon z the Apostles. Net

tbat he sought it; mot that he en-
deavored to obtain it; not tkat he
begged for his place, for it is due to
bim tosay te this congregation to-
day, that no man bhas been more
mutiut in urging his claim or set-
ting forth his, right than he. Bat
President Young was led by the
Spirit of God, as we do verily be-
lieve, to place him in his right pos-
ition; and two years ago last June,
in Bappete, he declared in a publie
congregation that John Taylerstood
next to him; and that when he was
absent it was his right to preside
over the Council. We little thought
then, at that time,that there would

the fulness of Apostleship, has the
power and _tke authority to lead |

be a necessity €> soon arise when

to act as his ceuwuselors; they al-
ready held it.

It is well for the Latter-da
Saints to understand the principles
of the holy priesthood and the pow-
er thereof, that it may be known by
you where the authority rests, who
has the right to teach and guide
and counsel in the affairs of the
Kingdom of God. The Lord has
revealed it in plainness, so thata
way-faring man, though a fool need
not err thierein. Was it necessary
that Elder Taylor should be set
apart to preside over this people?
was it necessary that the Twelve
A postles ehould be set apart to pre-
sive over this people? No it was
not, for they already possessed the
power, authority and ordination.
W8 it necessary for the Prophet
Joseph Smith to set apart Brigham
or Heber or Willard, or any of the
rest of the Twelve Apostles? No,
for the same reason, they had re-
ceived th¢ fullness of the holy
priesthood, the full endowment and
the keys, and the authority, and
the fullness of the Apostieship;
therefore it was not necessary. ft
might bhave been done; there would
have been no wrong in doing it;
there would be no 1mpropriety in
blessing a man; there would be no
impropriety in & man like Joseph
or Brigham, favored of God with.
the power to move the heavens to
bring down blessings upon the
children of men; I say, there would

he would be

be no impropriety in such men lay-

required to exercise | ing their bands upon apy man and



