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our conference is a moalmoat imimport-
ant

port
onesone onesone that doubtless will belie

longiongong remremembered by those who
havehav participated in its delibera-
tions and actions it is not often
that we as a people have been
called upon to pass throughthrough euchsuch
circumstances as those which have
surrounded us forthenorfor the past four or
nivefive weeks twice in ouroun history
during the past forty sevenbeven and a
half years hayehave we been called to
mourn the loss of him who hailed
the causecause of the holy priesthood
upon the earth abbothat both times the
blow has fallenflen it may be said

nsus
barly so at the martyrdom of the
prophet joseph smith for he had
passed through so many difficulties
and had BOso many narrow esescapesespisand BOso many deliverdellverancespes from per-
ils

per-
ila of the mostmoat menacing character
that the latter day saintsSaint shadbad been
led to regard him as almost
lerablenerable and that his life would be
spared to a good old agosago if not to
the winding up scene hishii mar-
tyrdom then fell isas a

blow upon the people it
was a dreadful shock fontor
great bulkbuik of the latter ddayay saints
were unprepared it Is ttruoruil that
many were warned especially those
who were abroad amockamong the nations
preaching they hadbad dreams and
manifestations of bethe spirit con-
cerning the terrible calamity but
those at home were scarcely pre-
pared evidences came eoso quickly
one afteraher another that there was
scarcely an idea among the people
that his arrest or hia deliveringliveringdb
himhimselfseifself up as he diddia would termi-
nate in suchouch a catastrophe the
church itself waswa so unprepared
by any previous experience tor the
steps that were necessary to carry
on the work that the lord had es

avdand of which ae had been
the instrument

I1 wellweliwe il remember the feelings that
were experienced upon that occa-
sion how menmensmenas i wondered
and the surmises thatthai werewerd indulged
in the guesses the anticipations
some thinking one man would be
chosen and others that same oneMY
else would be many of the peo-
ple were at an entire loss gob knowinow
who would take charge of the

church lainsaffairsammaff and while they
were not satisfiedbatiseatla fied with sidney big-
don nor his preachingpreabbing nor hisbis pro-
positions a great many were unde-
cided in their minds as to who
would be the leader or who would
have the right to stand atatthethe head
when the twelve riffireturnedmed and
their voices were heard inht thetho
midst of ahefhe leopleleopiejeopleopie whan presi-
dent young stood beforeer the con-
gregation

con-er
grgregatlongation andande to the people
doubt and uncertainty and
kindred feeling vanihed I1 and every
0onene who had a sufficient portion of
he spibpispirit of ththeeLoidelolalordlora recognized

in him thothe mafimaiiman whom the lord
had chosenchosea ta to jeaaieaierlerandand hilshis
people instead ofbf the mart
prophet

foreor the hratfirst timelime in the history
of the the twelve apost
ties stepped forforwardpardmard the
hagebage of affairs 6byYI

atahefhehe authority
J

of the ihhdabethe author-
ity

athor
which they hidhad deceivedpd from

ahsetue prophet josiph andarid for a
little rising ofor three years they lediid
iodaidard guided the church untilunlit the
leru inspired hishia servant

y

brigham
to organize ait first presidency dof
ghethe church this experience has
abdenbbefiten most valuable tous under our
present circumstances menseri hayehave
looked baekback to tbtthe past they have
remembered what wabwas dodonene at the
period to which I1 riarrefer and doubt
I1uncertainty and hesibeslhesitationtats have not
existed to0 any extent in fact have
not existed atallstallat allail inlathethe minds of
thosthosedotdofof konglong experience in the
church therhe twelve apostles
hsia jhbhi lautladtauthorityhority to lead and
guide to manage and idirect
the stairs of thethid church be-
ing the quorum standingst next to
the first presidency naturally it
falls tp them to afestep forward once
more and asassume the direction and
control to dictate and counseleddusel and
to regulate so far asha may be neces-
sary everything connected with
the organization lo10bf the people and
thetthe proclamation of thethid gospel
among the nations of thephe earthalthough the blowbiow has been a
heavy one and has fallenfailen uneyunex-
pectedly upon uua it beerseerseemedned to
me during the pastt summer in
watching president ounohn in lis-
tening

is
to him in associating with

him that he gadladhad obtained a newnow
leaseease of life he hadbad not been able

0 o speak for years in public assem-
blies with the ease to himself that
ie haldonehad done since the llalast winter
itt seemed that he had overcomeaver

i
come

his weakness a weakness of the
stomach from which he bufferedsuffered
when he to large congrega-
tions

ga
and hishia health ap-

peared to beasbe as perfect asitasidas ac could
biforabe for a manofmanmau of hishasageage this being1 g
the case it wasawasswas a very ununexpectedexpected
thing for him to pass off soBO sudden-
ly but in looking back at the cir-
cumstancescumstances that surrounded him
and that surrounded the church
andd the labors that were so essen-
tial for him to perform weve can
now understand why it was that
ilehe waswaa BOso greatly that
he had such vigor not only iniq
speaking but in performing the
labors of traveling and visiting the
various settlementsbattlements thatthit habe an
joyed I1 do not believe myself thatprestfrest young could have felfeifeafehk as
happy asi know he does feel hadhaid
behe left the church injn the condition
it was inhi when he commcomme aeedaced his
labors last spring I1 amana convincethat it has added greatly to his sat-
isfactionis it hashnsbasteenbeen a fitting con-
summationan meation to the laborsjabors of his long10ilg
life that liebe should be spared to or-
ganize the church throughout thesethebee
valleys in the mannelinmannerin which it11
now is organized icii wasway remarked
by brother pratt in his discoursediscburse
that at no time since the atratfirst or-
ganization of the church have the
latteriatter day saints beenbeer so well or-
ganizedgani zed inlp oder BO
completely as we now beeseqbeosee them
this I1is hisbia experexperiencelendelendo and his testi-
mony and yousou know he has beenbeer
famillarfamiliar with the church from
nearly the first of its organization
to the presenpresentt timeilme and I1 bbelievebelleve
this would be the testtestimonymony of
every man of years belonging to
the church and I1 am thankful
this day that president young waswa
spare dJ to acaccomplishcom this work
that thetbbLoidlordloid gavegave himfaim ithethe bodily

1vigor and the menialmental capacity tienf

clent to enable him cocosetoeosecose up thelabors of hisbig earthlyeirthly career in so
piwannermannerannerannen I1 i

he has marked out the path iforfor
thebe twelve to purpursuesupsue and I1 waswilsa number of times impressed dur-ing the summer that the spirit he
possessed in relation to these mat-
ters impelled him to hurry themuptp and have everything attended
to quickly almost a feeling ofbf retrest

waswaa manifested by him
which waswaa so contrary to hlahia usual

calmness tjbanner to have the
work of organization completed I1
have been reminded a bf
times of the same spirit that rested
upon tho prophet josephjospph be seemseems

nounot 1resteiff hefid was con-
stantly

on
stirring up the

twelve to step forward and assume
the responsibility thatlay upon
them and to dindispartpart to the people
hptho knowledge that the lord badhad

given to him laddarldjaDd to bestow upon
the serbersetservants of god the keys and
the atitauthorityborityhority of the holy priest-
hood in its fulfuinessDess and president
young manifested the same
he livedilvento to receive elder tataylory 1 0 r
and the brethren of the wltwelveav
who accompanied him after their
return of
thehe stakes of zionwion and totoi confer
with laemthem- lathemia a few hours after
wards hebe took hisbis exit
at norip timetimia probably in thathe his-

tory of the chchurchuriah bavehave the saints
been calm andeo sereneferene mani
festingtesting so little coricoliconcerncern in relnelstionatlon
to the way matters should ge and
the affairs of the church be con-
ducted as they haveehava on thisthia occa-
sion it has seemed as though the
lord has prepared the people for
these things he has poured out
upon us the spirit of union that
has not been joyedev probably to
so great an extent at any time in
ourelour historyory tbthereere are great labors
assigned to all of usubinin every depart-
ment of itheifie priesthood if we
take up the work and carry it for-
wardward inthein the spirit with which it
habhas beenaeri committed to us by him
now that he hashaa gone from our
midst the lord will continue to be
with ua andnd to bless us as he did
him for habashe was with him all hnhis
life he wasyasjas with him in counsel-
ing the people he was with him in
prophesying to thet people and in
teachingleaching them and directing them
jn theirthir temporal as well as in their
fjspiritualif laborslabora and the lord
crowned his life with success and
his laborslabors with blessinblessinggandand they
who sustained bimhim and obeyed his
counselco have been prospered in
every Ifinstanceistance and when they re-
ceived alleailehe counsel in a proper spirit
and carried it out as it was given to
them thetheyy and the church pros-
pered under hibhis presidency and ad-
ministration and t has gone forth
in power and majesty and in such
i way as to bring conviction

I1
to thetha

of thousandsandsanda of peoplepeopleopie that
berehere is a power connected with
thishis system called mormonism

comprehensible to any who do
view it by the spirit of god I1

I1ieelee lwe we SM a0 podegodepope svaslashouldouid
take hold weof this work that we as
apostles that we as seventies and
as hlhighh priestseats as elderselder as
priests beathteathteachersers and deacons
should take holdbold orthisof this work iu
earnestness and in zeal and carry
t forward as our prophet and file
leader did during his lifetime
that we should takefiske it up where
ie laid it down and carry it on un

end is reached and the full
consummation of all things is ac-
complishedcomplis hed seeking to have the

that animated him and teto
follow him agbeasbeas he followed joseph
as he honored joseph as he revered

as behe
maintained joseph touching doc-
trinetrine and counsel sotsombathatbat it appears
totome if we areate animated by the
spirit of god we will honor him
and follow idin his footsteps as he
followed Joseph and as joseph fol
owed christ when we do this

and take hold of this work with
the earnestness and keal which
should characterize our actions the
spirit and power of god will retrest

nugnua and bear us offoft as
he has borne them oftoff who pieced
ed ueup he willwili not desert upu nor
leave us ipin any popositioneltion where we
will be destitute of help

I1 listened with a great deal of
pleasure to that portion of brother

discourse which I1 heard iiiin
relation to the apostleship biandnd
the authority 0 the
and the right of be priesthood to
rule budrudandhud to govern tbthereere have
been a great many ideas goatafloat in
ththethy aiudi of mmenerl concerning
work and I1 euppuPsuppose bavehavehsebae been
interrogated I1 plight belybelfsaybay 60thousandsgridsal
of times at anany rate I1 have beendeen
interrogated upon this point more
than any other namely who will
succeed president young in case
he die the latter day saints
who have hadwid experexperiencelencelenca in this
matter havi not hadvad occasion to
ask this ququestionalbod but many inex-
periencedperienperlencedd saints had it in their
heartebearte wondering what shape af-
fairs would take in case anything
were to happen to the president of
the church
1 every manman who is19 brdaordainedined to
the falness of apostleship has the
power and thotletlethe authority to lead

and guide the people of god when-
ever hebe la1414 called upon to it and the
responsibility rests upon him but
there is a diffie leneelence as was ilex-
plained

E

by brother pratt that
arises inih bomesome instances from sen-
iority in age in other instances
fromfrem seniority in oraaidi pation aridand
while it is the right of all the
twelve apostles to receive revels
tio nand for eacheadi one to bbe4 a prophethit
to behe a beerseer6 er to be a revelatorreyelator and
tolo hold the keys in thether ftfullness it
is anly the right of onebile bangtman at a
timetinie to exercise that howerinpower in re-
lation to the whole people and totor
give revelation and counsel andai

the affairs of the church of
course always acting in cwoncoonjunojudountion with hishia fellow servantstP and
while we say that the twelve apos
ties have the right to governgoverliverri that
the twelve have the authority
that the twelve apostles are the
men who ewhen wwee say this
we do not mean that eveveryery one of
the twelve is going to give revela-
tion to this great people that every
one of the twelve has the right to
counsel and dictate and regulate the
affairs of the church as emergencies
may arise independent of the reetreel
the church is nonott gogovernedverned like
zionazions co cooperativeoperative institution by
a board of directors this is not
odds design it is governed bbyy
men who holdhoid the lesskeyskeys of the apos
tietleship who have thetho right and au-
thoritytho rity any one of them should
an emergency arise can fact as pres-
ident of the church with all the
powers with all the authority with
all the keyskess and with everyeveny endow-
ment necessary to obtain revelation
from god and to lead and guide
this people inhi the papahh that leads
to the celestial glory but thero Is
only one man at a time who can
hold the keys who can dictate
who can guldeguide who can give reve-
lation to the church the rest
must acquiesce in hisbis action the
rest must be governed by his coun-
sels the rest must receive hisbis doc-
trines it was so with joephjoaeph
others heldbeld the apostleshipApostleshipbip oli-
ver received the apostleship at the
same time that johephjoseph did but jos-
eph held the hessbeye although oliver
held preprecisecAselyjy thetheacesamebame authority
there was only one who could ex-
ercise it in its fullness and power
among the people so also at josjus
ephsepha death there was only one
man who could that au-
thority and hold these keyskes and
thathat man was president brigham

young the president of the quo-
rumrudofof the twelve whom god nadbad

quout whowha bbj extraordinarynary
provideprovidencencenee hadbad been brbroughtjought ttotso0 them
front although many were ahead
of him accordingcording to ordination at
one time and another

now that hebe haslebis gonegoue one man
only can hold this power and au

to which I1 refer and that
man is he whom you sustained yek
arday asab president of the quorum
odtheof the twelve as one of the twelve
apostles and of the presidency
john taylor by name when rev-
elation comes to thisthia people it is
hetie who has the right to give it
when counsel borneacomes to this people
as a people it is he who has the
right to iimpart it and while the
twelve are associated with him
one in porponpoweror one in authority
they mustmua respect as their pres-
identidentt they must look to him asael the
manmail through whom theibe voice of
god will come to them and to this
entire people by extraordinary
providence hebe has been brought to
the front menblen have wonderedwona ered at
it why ltH was so it is easy of ex-
planation there was a time
three living apostlesj three apos-
tles who now live whose names
were placedfaced above his in the quo-
rum of lueloe twelve but when
this matter was reflected upon
president young was moved upon
to place him ahead of one andaiand af

ahead of two otherothers un-
til by the unanimous voice odtheof the
apostles he was acknowledged the
beniorsenior apostle holding the oldest
ordination without interruption of
any man amon the apostles notilot
that he sought it not that he en-
deavoreddeavo red to obtainobtain ihnotit not that hebe
begged for his place for it is dueduci to
him to say to this congregation to
day that no man has been more
modest in urging hihiss claim or set-
ting forth his nightright than hebe butpresident young was led by the
spirit of god as we do verily be-
lieve to place him in his right pos-
ition and two years ago mstlast june
in sanpeteSanpete he declared in a public
congregation thatthi johntJohn TaylorTailors stoodtood
next to him and that when hebe was
absent it was his right to presidepreslileicle
over the council we little thought
then at that time that there wwoulduld
be aa necessity Asj soon arise when
he would be required to exercise

that power that authority and
right hostmust of the people could
very readily imagine that presi-
dent young wwouldbuld lavehave outlivedu tlived
presidentt taylor but lbelLoid has
ordered otherwise

inila relation to ordination a great
many people have imagined that it
was necessary to ordain a man to
succeedsucceed another that ifit would im-
partpar a particular efficacy or endow
him with biomenoneonaea addiadditionaldunaidunat power
Ordinaordinationtipp jsjek always good andjand ac-
ceptablecep tabletabiea le and settingbetting apart
are always desirable td those who
favetohave to go0 forth to prepare them for
godsodsieserviceice but it is nounol necessary
that an apostle should be ordained
to stanstanddatdalat the head of the people
when thebe exigency arises hebe has
alreadalready got the of authority
and the power of it 13 wiswas told of
a dream that a person had shortly
after the death of the prophet A
personersonereon dreamed that a certain manradhad been set apart by the president
and the keys hahadid bebeenen given him
and that president young came
and saidkald that hetie bhadlhadtad kivengiven tolo this
person the keys nowhow that of it-
self to a person understanding the
principle wouldouid carryearry its own con-
tradictiontradiction with it the man dream-
ed of was already an apostle hold-
ing and the keys of the
apostleship and therefore it would
not be necessary for president
young to confer again upon him
the keeyskeys ifit every man of the
twelve but oneode were slain the one
remaining would have the rightlight to
organize a first presidency of hethe
church to choose twelve apostle
and to organize the church in its
falness and power and to prebcldecide
over it and his acts woulwouldI1 i be ac-
cepted of the lord and binding
upon the people this is the au-
thority of the A ship if every
apostle ai hadbad been slain
but john the revelator as they all
were and there hadbad been faith and
men enough left he would have
badhad the right to ordain other apos
desiles and set in order the entire
church and airry forward the work
as the lordbord shoshoulduiluliull dictate it so
inin ouourr day aaAs I1 have stated it is
not fecesnecessaryary forforaa man who has re-
ceived this power and these keys 0too
be ordained and set apart to act he
can act in any position president
young when he choechosechoeho e brothergeorge A smith to be his csc
Coucounselormelor iuin the place ofot heber C
kimball did not lay his hands up-
on his head to confer upon him any
additional power or for
the position because brather geo3 eo
A held the injn its fulntnesa and bybj virtue otat that priest-
hood he could act inim that or in any
other positionposit iorilorf in the church he
chose other assistant counsecounselorslons ibeilehe
did not set them apartalpart there waswag
no necessity for itft as they already
neldneld the apostleship and if hebe
bad he could only lvehavohave blessed
them hebe could not bestow upon
theinthem any more than they already
hadbad because they had all that hebe
himself had that is when he chose
them from the same quorum hedid chose beveral of his assistantcnacounselorseloza from the quorum of the
twelve he did not put blahis hands
upon them to getset them apart nor to
give them the authority and power
to act as hibhis COULselors they al-
ready held it

it is well for the LattlattererdserdAd
saints to understand the principles
of the holy priesthood and the pow-
er thereof that it may be known by
you where the authority rests who
has the right to teach and guide
and counsel in the affairs of thekingdom of god the lord has
revealed it in plainness so that a
way faringer inan though aii fool need
not err therein was it necessary
that elder taylor should be setapart to preside overdver this people
was it necessary that the twelvee
apostles should hebe setsefapart to pre-
side over this people no it was
not they already possepossess

i sededithethe
power authority and ordination0ruination
was it necessary for the prophetjoseph smith to set apart brbgham
or beberheberhebereror willard or anyanhofof the
rest of the twelve apostles no
for the same reason they hadrehad re-
ceived thi fullness of the holy
priesthood the full endowment and
the keys and the authority and
the fullness odtheof thetho ps
therefore it was not necessary tt
might have been done there would
hahaveTveleenbeen no wrong in doing it
there would be no impropriety inlit
blblessingeising a mankanj there would be no
impropriety in a man like joseph
or brigham favored of god with
the power to mokemodemove the heavens to
bring lowniownaown blessings upon the
children of men I1isaysaybay there would
be no impropriety in such men lay-
ing theirthein bands upon adyany man and


