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how many wiswishb their lives away
aliailzaliall fraught with care and woe
nearingmarinin burdensburdelisburdoilsells day by daydayt

nutbut wishing still to go
troubled oneones pray tell me
bas the youthful heart grown cold

has joy and pleasure left thee
bincesince the happy days of old

has nature wilhwith all her beauty
no power to movemote the soul

must we only do stern duty
As the time will onward rollmil i y

IsIB there no pleasure in uleeolee r

for the blue and ilter
no charms otof flowers to slayblay thee 1

As thou art passing by

loesdoes the bright and shaded niverriver
elowblow nuno unloved by thee

no love for all earths beauty
god made for you and me

what matters it though hearts are sadbad
and dark hair silver white 111 1

theres enough in life to make us ghagiadgladd
in thothe path of love and right j

hope with its faintraint fangerfingenftnger
Is pointing us onward ever

to something bright in the futuresfuture
which we could love toreyerroyer

with its golden halo oer us i

to brighten our dark way
with our loved ones all around us
let us pass ouroan lives away

A nashin1 EXPLOIT

when the revolution orof 1830 set in
alexandre dumas then a very young
man and seeing nothing in life but one
series of tableaux took his share in the
most stirring scenes in the capacity of0
a skirmisher he tellstelis the whole story
in his memoirs and his account seems
an anticipation of the best portions of
babarasBaRabagas but his narrative of his ex-
peditiontion to soissons to bieze some paw i

der will be found one of the most stir-
ring bits of adventure in modern times

he had heard lafayette say that if
the king were to advance on paris there
would be no powder to meet him al-
exandre conceived a bold scheme and
proposed to the general to set off forgolsgoissoissonssoissonssons a town he well knew and
belzebeize on the magazine there lafayette
laughed at the idea but consentedconsented to
give him a pass to beneralgeneral glagibGrarderard to
which dumas coolly added and we
recommend his scheme to you from
gerard he with some didifficulty obtain-
ed a requisition addressed to the author
ties of the town for the powder in
this he ingeniously interpol abed the
words minister of warfwarlwar a rank which
no one but himself had conferred on the
general with this official document
hebe returned to lafayette and persuaded
the old patriot to write him a sort of
letter of introduction to the citizens of
Solssoissonssons recommending them alex

dumas one of our combatants us
a fit and proper person to whom they
should hand over the powder then
our hero for such he was on this occa-
sion prepared himself for as spirited
and dramatic an adventure as can be
found in the books of romance

it was about 3 in the afternoon
of the of july 1830 As he was
hurrying away he met a young painter
by the name of bard who was only
nineteen he asked him to join
the other agreed with alacrity and al-
exandre sending him back for his double
barrerdbarre ed pistols and his horse set off
himself in a cabriolet for le bourget
then the first post on the road to
soissons and which has since obtained
such a disastrous notoriety arrived
there he exhibited hibhis lafayette and
gerard letters to the postmaster and
demanded a chaise and horses for his
mission the postmaster was friendly
and even empresse and supplied him at
once with what he asked he
went out to buy some pieces of cali-
co red white and blue which were
sewn into a tricolor flag fixed to a
broomstick which latter was tied on to
the chaise with this ensign they
started in hopes of getting to Solssoissoissonssons
about midnight the postmaster shook
hisbis head but as he fagacmn rdualled so many miramiraclescletciet ladbad btuteunit i rrfrF r
formed during the last three jo a mat itmight be possible As they hurried
throughthrough the various villages the flag
causecaused the greatest excitement hisfellow traveler delighted declared that
all was going on splendidly but they
ought to have some sort of cry

shout away then said dumasdumag
and while you are shouting ill take

some sleep
the only difficulty was what was to

be the cry and with some hesitation
the now well worn and tattered pluspius labepublique was decided on according-lyI1y the young painter his head out ofthothe window and his flag waving roared

on on ahey metaeta chaise
going to paris jandland a traveler of someambomee
fifty years old askedaked for news

the Louvre19 taken the Bournourbourbonsbourdonsbonsdons
nnedfled provisional government establish
edviceed trgve la the excited pain
ter roared out the gentleman fifty
years old scratched his ear and contin-
ued his journeyJOurne F irr the next blat
they had anai oldoid who perverpersistedisted
in going at a steady trot rindfind at evely
remonstrance answered doggedly
leave it all to menie a man knosk no ws his

dwir busibuslbusinessnessnesa beatibeattbera dilmasmab at last croaafroni
the chaise window laid ormi the backs af
the horses with a astickstick adard made thomthem
gallop lnin a 6rage0e the mannian pulled up
swore he would unyoke his beastsbets anani1
actually proceeded to do so dumas
fired atanthimhim with blank cartcarlcartridgeuridge and so
scared urnminhimbim that he rolled on the ground
in terror AIexalexalexandreandre then put on the
huge posting boots and mounting gal-
loped on to the next post they soonboon
cached the old familiar villers cotter

1 etytheeti ahe whole town as may well be
imagined being thrown into intense
excitement by the appearance of the
chaise with the tricolor and the excited
AIexalexalexandreandre dumas late as it was every
house poured out its inhabitants who
rushedrubbed tp the post house A thousand
eager questions were put to him what
did it mean this flag and the guns he
knew all the townspeople and told the
story of the past few day it was insis-
ted that he should stay a short time and
have something to eat and he was car-
ried off to the househonse of an old friend
where a ahasayhasty supper was got ready A
number of old companions who had
been boys when he waswag in the little
town gigathered round listening eagerly
as their old friend declaimed and re-
counted between every mouthful As
heyle dashed inill for them which hohe could do
admirably vivid sketches of these thrill-
ing scenes the rustics listened with de-
light and wonder but whenwehen becamehe came to
explain thetho objectorobject of his present expedi-
tion when I1 announced that I1 meant
to handed all the powder
that was inalmaiiilil a military town containing
eight thousand inhabitants and a gar-
rison of eight hundred men they
looked at him doubtfully and thought
he was crazed this was of course
wwelcome to alexandre who always de-
lighted to put himself in a theatrical
attitudetaitude and be the centre ofa dramatic
sensationfonion he turned to his companion
bard

what were my words when propos-
ing this expedition to you I1you asked was the reply was I1inclined to get myself shot with you

and what do you say now
that I1 am ready still

all were confounded at suehsuch gallantry
one of his friends now stepped forward
and offered to get him into soissons as
he had a friend at the gates then al-exandreexandre always anticipating his daDtagnondartagnonAr raised his glass and drank to
hisbis own return to them on the next
evening have dinner ready hebe
called to the host for twenty people
and it is to be eaten just the same
whether we are alivenilve or dead here are
two hundred francsfranes Tbthetheotherothereother answer-
ed he might pay on the morrow butif YI1 should be shot then I1 shall
pay A shout arose hurrah for car
tierptier durnasdainas drank off hishla wine and
we mightht add the act drop fell
it was now about 11 0 clock thehorses were putpuh to the chaise which was

waitingwalting and the bold triotho dumas bardand wghuntinbuntinH who was to pass them
through thetha gates drove away on their
daring expedition byiry 1 they
hadbad reached the gates otof Solssoissoissonssons
throy were allowed to Ppassass the door-
keeper little dreaming says alexandrethe great that he was admitting the
revolution

they went straight to the house ofbuntinsHuntins motherniother where their first bus-
iness was the manufacture of a lareeinretricolor flag she her bluebine
and red curtains with a table clothcioth andall the women of the Itouheboldsebold

1

verewere
set to work to sew the pieres tvtogetheretherby daybreak the task w completed
the pole of course gaveavo him tono trouble
as the one from whichwhich the bourbonwhite flag was floating would answerthe flagstaff asdamas says had no
political opinions

the plan they had arrangedurraarranarod wasquixotic in miMi exextravagancetrava ganceganco and in-
deed seems almostQ incrediblee makingslaking
all allowance for dudumas bombast itwill be seen at the most he has only
been gulguiguiltyty of the novelists exaggera-
tion anandd though at the time ththe storyestory
of the aadventuredventure was all but scouted itcould not bobe disproved in the facts
which are given with the most minute
detail of dates names and placesmaces itwas settled that bard and huntin wereto take the flag and contrive to get intothetho cathedral under pretense of seeing

thethil sun rise from the tower if the
sacristan made any resistancehhe0 was to
be flung over the parapet thethenii hhaving
dragged down the whitete flakflag andandsetandretset
the tricolor floating from the tower
bard was to hurry on to lend his aid to
dumas who would be engaged at the
powder magazine such was the dash
ap planpian of thesethes threeethree men
they started at daybreak and dumas

madenaade his way porteort st jean
whelpwhere a smailcrhailiiii to the gate-
way waswaa used as the magazine he
daled not attempt the gate but stealing
round climbed up the wall cautiously
and took a peep into the fort he saw
two soldiers buhybusy hoehe in a little gar
den at the corner he let himself down
again and looked over at the distant
cathedralethedral he saw distinctly against
the sky a dark outline of some figures
then the white flag afteraher being totossedasea
about in an extraordinary fashion that
could not have been owing to the wind
finally disappeared and the tricolor
took its place rownow was the moment
his companions had done their part

his double gun aboudabout
him and began to climb the wall
when hhee got to rhethe top be saw the two
soldiers 0 with wonder at ohp
strange flag on the cathedral thenthe
cocking both barrels of his gun flhe
leaped down and stood before ththema inone was named captain mollard the
other sergeant ragou he advanced
on thethemin presenting his piece and made
them a courteous but hurried speech
explaining who he was and his errand
he was monsieur alexandre dumas
son of general dumas etc he came
in the name of general gerard to de-
mand the surrender of the powder and
there was bishis order signed by the gene-
ral which he presented with one hand
and holding his cocked gun in the oth-
er the pair were much taken back
and knew not what to do when the
colonel darcourtDOrcourt who was in com-
mand was seen approaching the mai-
ter was explained to him and after
many curious phrases a treaty was ar-
ranged by which the three ommoffmeersleerspromised their neutrality and engaged
to keep within doors thus the pow-
der magazine would seem to have been
captured by dumas single handed ithas the air of a very brilliant achieve-
mentinent and the picture of the hero alone
in thehe fort his birgers on the triggerstrigger8 of
his gun courteously but firmly control-
ling his three opponents Is a most dra-
matic seenebeene when writing the account
of his adventure from which we take
these particulars however dumas for-
gets that in the official report furnished
to the eur twenty three years be
fore he hadbad stated that three of his
friends were waiting at the gate

thus successful he opened the gate
and found his friend bard to him he
handed over the charge of the magazine
and went away to deal with the com-
mandantnianmandantdant of the fort LinliniersfintersLi lers he
found this officer just risen and discus
ing the news of the sudden appear-
ance of the flag on the cathedral
dumas laid down his gun at the door
introduced himself and made his dode
mand for an order to remove the pow-
der the other declined to acknowl-
edge general gerards order and said
that there was scarcely any powderbowder in
the magazine the commandant seem-
ed in facttact rather amu ed and smiled
scornfully when durnasdumas answered that
the party at the magazine were his
prisoners alexandre replying that he
would go bakba k at once and bring proof
under mirtheir handhaud that the powder was
there made his bow and retired he
flew back found that he was right and
returned presently with satisfactory
proof that a large quantity of powder
was in the magazine but when he
reached the commandants office he
found that the party had been increased
during his absence and that lenferna I1nnan officer of gendlgendarmesgendarmesarmes and bonvil
lelabeis colonel of the engineers were
ther- inthiera full uniform and armed the
commandant addressed him in a sort
of baritebanteringring monepone telling him that he
hadbad sent for these officers who with
hhimm were in command of the town in
older that they might have the pleas-
ure of hearingheading M dumas explain his
mission the young man saw that
boldness was his only resource and
coolly toldtaid them that he had been enpyby lafayette to bring the powder
to10 paris or lose his lifeilfe anand that hebe in-
sisted on the commandants handing
that powder over to him the offofficersleers
passed on gerards order from one to
the other with a sort of smiling con-
tempt

and so said the commandant in
the same tone sogo single handed mon-
sieur

mon-
sieur dumas I1 thinathink youyon said that was
your name yon propose to force me to
do this you eoee that we are four if

thetho youns man saw that matters

were comingcorning to a crisis and took a
prompt resolution he stepstensteppedDed back
pulled hishla double pistols from
liisillsIS ppocketfiock etsand presentadpresented them at the
starstartled party you are four I1 he
said gentlemen but we are five if
that order be not signed in five seconds
I1 give you my word orof honor I1 will
blow your brains out beginningbeginning with
the commandants theretherel

he owned he felt a littleblittle nervous but
he was determined

taketaue care hohe went oh mennmean
what I1 say I1 am going to count onoone

two three
at this critical moment a sidesidedoordoor

was flung open and a lady angflung her-
self among them in a paroxysm of
alarm

agree agree she cried oh this
is another revolt of the negroes think
of my poor father and mother whom
they murdered in st domingo

alexandreAlexaiexandreaudre owned that the ladys mis-
take was excusable considering his
own natural tint deepened by violent
browning from the sun and the peculiar
character of hair and voice but we
may wonder at the insensibility tota rid-
iculecute which could prompt him to set
down such a jest at his own expense
the truth was he was so filled with
vanity that all the nicer senses became
blunted and he was even unconscious
of the roars of laughter which these
foolish confidences produced the
commandant could not the en-
treatiestreatiessodof hihisswirewife
ed that he had infinite respect for the
lady but entreated her husband to send
her away and let the men finish
the business the poor comman-
dant protested that seifbeir respect must
be respected he could not decent-
ly yield to a single man Alexaiexalexandreindre
then offered to sign a paper to the effect
that the order had been extorted at the
mouth of the pistol barrel or would
you prefer he added that I1 should
fetch two or three of my companions
so that you should seem to have yielded
to a more respectable force thethu ccom-
mandant

0 in
accepted this proposal and al-

exandre left him bluntly declaring that
no advantage should be taken of the de-
lay or he would return and blow allaila their
brains out audandnd that the whole party
must give their parole of honor that
they would remain exactly as they
were

yes yes cried the lady alexan-
dre made her a low bow but declared
that it was not her parole that hebe want-
ed the commandant gave what was
required of him and alexandre hur-
rying away speedily returned with two
or three of his men whom he placed in
the court opening the window he
called to them and bade them inform
the gentlemen inside that they were
ready to fire at them at the first signal
an appeal answered by the significant
sound of the cocking of guns the
commandant understood and going to
his deskdesh wrote out a formal order

after this the rest was comparatively
easy the magazine was broken open
carts were procured and loaded and a-
bout 5 they were outside of the
town dumas was so exhausted that he
sank down on the grass under a hedge
and fell fast asleep roused up present-
ly he started on his journey and by 8
0 clock reached villevillers ets where
they found the supper ready which had
been ordered the evening before after
a jovial meal they set out once more
and by 3 0 lock in the morning were
close to paris at the post househoube whence
they badhad started at 90 he hadbad
presented himself with his powder at
tilethe hotel dode ville having triumphantly
accomplished the daring exploit he had
undertaken

when alexandrealexandra told this adventure
there was many a shrug of the shoulder
and loud scoffing laugh such a romance
as this was not thought worth serious re-
futationfu as coming from so amusing
and notorious a an uncom-
plimentary appreciation which he owed
to the incurable vanity which always
made him set his own figure in the most
effective and dramatic positions but
the story is perfectly true abating some
harmbarmharmlessless exaggeration it is to be found
set forth in a modest official report ad-
dressed to lafayette published in the
Montvonteureuf of august oth 1830 and signed
by dumas and the friends who assist-
ed him in the expedition the
names of the various officers whom
he forced to submit to him are
given at length when the

were published in 1853 the son
of rne commandant likieraLin lerglers did in-
deed come forward with an indignant

reclamation to clear the memory of
his father who was then dead but his
testimony for he wagwai actually present
at the scenebeene in the commanders cabi-
net only confirms dumas account
the report of the sonsbolls letter isia merely
tthis


