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Elders to go "and preach the Gospel,
they could travel with perfect safety.
Many persons were at this time inves-
tigating. The labors of the mis-
sionaries in the South Carollna con-
ferenve, during the past year, had been
almost exclusively in new flelds., A
yenr ago there were only six Eldera
in that conferepce; today there
were twelve, and there seemed to be
work for more, He.was thankful that
he had been accouuted worthy to go
forth aes a messenger of the Gospel, for
he knew that the work in whleh they
were engaged was the work of the
Lord.
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was also called upon to sjesk. He
commenoced by referring to the send-
fng forth of the Elders to the different
oations of the earth, to warn the peo-
ple of the judgments to come, and said
It appeared to him that the disinter-
ested labors of these men should be o
witness to this generatiou that there
was something more io what the
world called *Mormoniem?* than it
was piven credit for. When young
men who were not acocustomed to pub-
lic rpeaking, not acquainted with the
world nor its ways, were ready at a
moment’s notice, as §i were,
to leave their homes and go
out £ the world, trusting ‘- in God, to
lift their voices and proclaim the Gos-
pel without fee, reward or any kind of
pay, it seemed to him that the people
should reflect, and might reasouably
come to the conclusion that there must
be some power or jnfluence behind
these Elders more than was generally
understood,

Why should they be willing to do
this—to leave theiremployment, their
homes, and go out among a people with
whom they were not acquainted, and
attempt a tack for which they had nol
been trained or prepared, unless there
wne some power prompting them more
than mortal? ‘here could there be
found any other men, even if trained

to be publlc speakers, ministers
of the gospel, willlng to -+ do
this — to go ATLOLE people

whose lapguage even they did not
understand and without salary labor
by falth and study so as to be able to
preach to them in their own pDative
tongue the things of God? There was
something very remarkable about this,
though it was common enough to the
Latter-day Salnte, - They had been
acquainted with theee things for a
great many yeara and felt that any
man who waa called to be an Elder in
the Church or, It notan Elder, A mem-
ber of it—if calledv by those inD
authority to receive the Priesthood
and (%D out to the world to preach the
the (Gospel, that it was his duty to do
this, and if he failed to respond he
would feel disgraced in his own eyes
if a true Latter-day SBaint.

The  Latter - day Haints were
called of God to be a8 wit
ness to this generation that these
were the Iast days—that God had re-
stored to the eartb the everiasting
Gospel which was preached in ancient
times, the same Glospel ns was taught
by Jesus Christ and His A postles in
the first century of the Christian era.
The Latter-day Bainte were calied to a
special mission. When they received
the Gospel in the firvt instance they
were told that it was the duty of every
man who was warned to warn bis

THE DESERET WEEKLY.

— = —— —

neighbor; so thatthe duty of apreading
the Goepel rested upon the whole
Church, upon the members as well as
those who were called to occupy official
positions therein. Of coursé the
Twelve Aposties were called to be
special witneeses of Christ in all the
world, and the duty rested upon them
of earrylug or sending the Gospel
to all nations, until every nation, kin-
dred, tongue and people upon the {ace
of the earth had been made acquainted
with it, or the opportunity had Leen
put in their way to receive it. In con-
nection with the A postles were the
quorums of Beventies, These were
also, under the direction of the Apos-
tles, to go toall the world, whenever
called upon, nod earry the Gospel. It
was the duty of every man who held
the office of Beventy to be ready whens
ever required to go here, there, ov any-
where on the face of this broad earth,
making secondary all his personal
aflairs. Further, there was a duty
likewizse reating upon every person
baptized into thia Church to assist in
spreading abroad the truth uantil all
people had an opportunity of hearing it.

The command was juat as much to
the female a8 to lhe male; all the mem-
bers of the Church were required to
do theirpart in warning the world as
far ae their opportunities lie, to bear
their testimony where they could. It|
was not required of them to try and
forceanybody to listen to or believe
what they bhad tosay; but the oppor-
tunity must be given; and the special
migsion of the Latter-day Baints was
torfford everybody living om the earth
the gchance of receiving the Gospel of
Jesub Christ in its purity.

There were a great many minijsters
{o religion and a great many different
religious denmomlnations, and sl of
tiiem had some prinoeciples of truth.to
communicate, He had nothing to say
against those religiois’ denomina-
tioos or their tenets. The
Elders of this Church were oot
required to abure or contend with any-
body. This was uot the office of the
Latter-day Baints, hut they were called
vpon to preseut tiie truth as revealed
by the Lord. Ip those various re-
ligions there were a great many, truthe,
but a great many errors also, and when
the Baints presented tbe truth it natur-
ally came in contact with theerrors
that exist in the world; and when
truth and error came fogether it was
like Greek meeting Greek—*‘then
comes Lhe fug of war.?? It was usually
the case that when people werein
error anod clung to their errorsthey
were greatly iocensed when the
truth was presented to them.

People were prone to cilug to the
traditions of their forefathers, to
that which they had been taught in
their childhood, no matter how talse
or how ahsurd it might be. Andso
when the servants of God went to the
world to pubiieh the Gospel of peace,
they generaily stirred up strife. The
real object of the truth was-to establish
peace, goodwill, barmony, kindness,
brotherly love, charity, everything
that made people happy, unpited and
harmouotous, and prepared them for a
bigher state of being; but when the
truth was introduced it came Incontact
wilh error, and there must be a
conflict till the truth was crushed
to earth-—that it might rive agnin
at some time or other, or error

was overcome and banished. As Lat-
ter-day Baints they thanked God that
they had the encouragement given to
them from their Heavenly Father thut
this time the truth would pot be
crushed, that the Gospel introduced
by revelation from heaven would not
be obliterated or driven again from the
earth, thal the authority of the holy
Priesthood which God had restored
should not be {aken away agrin, :

The work which the Latter-day
Baints were called upon to rerform
was a very great one, and they should
all feel that they were called to be
missionaries in their respective places,
If they were not required to go out to
the world, they could at jeast help
those who had to go; they could
scatter tbe printed word, send oput
tracts, pamphlets, and pewspapers con-
tainiong principles which were true;
they could strengthen and build up
those who were out fn the mission
field; they ceuld look after the wants
of their families while they were ab-
sent; indeev, ite would be a disgrace
anJ a shame for any ward ot neighbor-
hood in this Church in Zion to allow
any family to suffer for lack of the
necessaries of life while the husband,
father or hrother, as the case might be,
was absent from home preaching the

/ Gospel to the world without purss or

serip.’

When we came across those not of
our own faith, but who were wllling to
listen to our testimony, we shonld
always be rendy,as were the Elders,
to bear testimony to that which we
know. They should speak only, how-
ever, on the simple things that they
understood; becsuse if they tried to
tell sumebody elee what they them-
selves did not understand they would
assuredly make a mess of it, like the
miuisters of the world when they en-
deavored to explain what God i8, De-
claring that He 18 incomprehensible
they attempled to- describe His being
aod powers, and therefore signally
failed. TheBainteahouid take warning
by this folly. They were called to be
Gospel preachers, to let their light
80 shine tkat its illumination should
spread into every part of the enrth,
till darkness was dispelled, error rooted
out, till all nations were subdued unto
the Lord, until Batan was bound and
his reign was over,

In most parts of the United States
people were entirely ignorant in re-
gard to the faith of the Latter-day
Saints. Most of the editors of the
public journals, religlous and other-
wise, koew nothiog about “Mormon-
ism?? beyom the exaggerations and
misrepresentations of its opponeute.
“Mormoniem,* as it was cotimoniy
ealled, I8, in reality, the identical
Gospel which Jesus Christ came to
preach when on the earth, exuctly the
same that the Apostles were sent out
by Him to preach to all the world. But
they stirred up strife and oppnsition,
they were every where spoken against,
were misunderstood, beaten with many
siripes, thrown inte prison, deprived
of their property, and the.r names were
cast out as evil; they accomplished,
neverthelees, what they were commis-
sioned to do as far as they cculd, hear-
ing testimony, bringing people to n
knowledge of thetruth, baptizing them
in the pame of the Father, Son
and . Holy Ghost, Iaying hands
vpop them that they might receive the



