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history OF yosephJOSEPH gelts
milyMAY 1844

judge douglas has given me a map of ore-
gon and alsoaiso a report on an exploration of the
country linglying between the missouri riverliverrajiv er and
the rocky mountains on the linline1e of the kan-
sas aridand greatreabreat platte riversstivers by J C
fremont of the corps otof topographical en-
gineersgigine erdere on receiving it I1 expressed a wish
that mr smith couldbould see it15 judge 1D saysbaysBASsas it
is13 a public document andarid I1 wiilwili frankfraile it to
him I1 accepted iiiiliishishia oneroffer and the bookhook will
hebe forthcoming to him the people are eoso
eager for it hereherel that they havehaie even stole it
out of the library the author is mr BenBentbenionisions
gonson iniii law judge D1 borrowed it otof mr B
I1 was notto tell any oheone in this city where I1
got it tlethe bookhook hsis a most valuable document
to anyoneany one contemplating a journey to oregon
the which I1 have given may nodnoc be
exactly correct but the book wiilwill tell correct-
ly judge D says he can direct mr smith ttoy

several gentlemen in california who will beb e
ableabie to alve him aty information onop the state
of affairaffairss inin that country and when he returns
to Illinoillinoisig he will visit mrjur smsmithith

bro pratt and myself drafted a bill this
morningM and handedbanded it intoluto the committee oilon
the judiciary from the senate asking an appro-
priationpriation of two million dollars torfor the relief of
the suHerguner erserb among our people inin missouri in
18381828 9 to be deposited in the hands of the
city council of nauvoo and bby them dealt out
to the suliBull erera in proportion to their loss
welve intend moteazeto them until we either pro-
voke them or get them to do something for us
I1 have learned this much that if we want con-
gress to do anything for us in drawing up our
inelnememorialmoriat ve must not ask what is ilglight 1ini the
matter but we must ask what kindlind otof a thinging
will COcongressagress pass will it suit tthee politics0 itice
of the majority will it be popular or ununpo-
pular

0

tulariular forfur you might as wellweilw eilell arlvee a musket
ballbaliallali through a cotton bag or the gospel of
christ through the heart of a priest case
hardened by sectarianism bigotry andajia super-
stitionatitstitioniOD or a camel through the eeyee otof a needle
as to drive anything through congress that
will operate against the popularity ot politicians

I1 shall probably leave here in a rewlew dassdasdab
and bro prattpiatt will remain I1 go to get money
to sustain ourselves with

I1 shailstall write again soon and let you know
what restrictions if any are laid upon our
citicitizenszend in relation to passing through the ind-
ian territories I1 shall communicate every
thing that I1 think will benefit in thetile mean
time inthe council have any instructions to
give us wee shall be happy to receive them heregiauglauor at philadelphiaI1 delplinadelp liiailia

john rosaross iais here we intend to see him it
is uncertain when Cncongressgress rises it will be a
ionlonlongiong pull in my opinion
Asalevereverieverl am yours siracsincerelyrely ORSON HYDE

elder prattpratts a best respects to the brethrenbri thren
willard richards was instructed to answer

the above letters laudaud elders lyman wight
and hederheberI1 C kimball wirewere instructed to carry
the answers

council adjourned at 5 pm I1

the steamer maid of lowaiowa returned from
rock river with bushels of corn and
bushels of

1
wheat which had been purchased

for the teTei opleopteale at 8 pm I1 went anon board
with dewillardDr Willard richards and visited cap-
tain dan jdnesjones

I1 insert aletterluetter whichhach I1 received from henry
Cclayhak and my arisaxisanswer

ashland novkov 15
dear sir

I1 edve received your letter in behalf of the
church of jesusjesua christ of latter day saints
stating that you undunderstandersland that iam a candi-
date for the presidency and enquiring what
will be my rule of relative to you as a
peopleeShouldshould I1 be electedelectea

I1 amam profoundly til for the numerous
and strong expressions of the people in myroy be-
half b-ehalf asaas a candidate fortor president of thetho united
statest tebtes but ido der myself that
must pon futurefuture events and upon my
sense of duty

should I1 be a candidate I1 can enter into no
no promisedpromisep ive no pledges

to any 1 particular ponlanportion of tiletue people of the
ununited1 states if I1 ever enter into that high
office laust go into it free and unfettered
with no guarantees but such aaas are to be
crawn from conduct

with this declaration to
say that I havahape viewed with a lively interest
tilethe progress of the ietterletter daydax saints that I1

have sympathized in their sumsuffringssufferings under in-
justice as it appeared to digdidme which has been
inflicted upon them andarid that I1 think in corn-
mon with all other religious communities they
ought itto enjoy the sesecurity and protection of
the constitution and the lawslawa

I1 am with great respectyour friend and obedient servant
HHCLAYCLAYto joseph smith esq

nauvooNap illiii may 1844
sir

your answer to my inquiry what would be
your rule of action towards the latter daysaints should you be elected president of the
united states has been under consideration
since last nonovemberembe in thothe fond expectationthat you wouldfould give for every honest citizenhas a rightt to demand it to the country a
manmanifestoifet of your views of the best methodmatl iodlod
and means which would secure to the people
thetee whole people thether most freedom the mostmokhappiness ihtha most union the most wealththe most famelame the most glory at home and the

I1 most dionor abroad at the least expense but I1have waitwaiidin vain so far as you have made
public declarations they havebave been made likilklikeilkeyour answer to the above soft to flatterflitter ratherthan solid to feed behe people you seembeem to
abandon all former policy which may have
actuated vouyouyou in the discharge of a statesmansduty when the igorvigor of intellect and the force
of virtue should have sought out an everlasting
habitation for liberty when as a wise maninan atrue patriot and a friend to mankind youshould have resoresolvedlyel to ameliorate the awfulcondition of our bleeding country by a mightyplan of wisdom righteousness justice good-
nessnebsness andarld mercy that would have brought backthe golden days of our natnationsionya youth vigor
and vivacity when prosperity crowned theefforts of a youthful republic when the gentle
aaspirationsspibpirations of the soilssous of liberty were we areone I1

in yourour answer to my questions last fallththatthabat peculiarpecullarculiar tact of modern politicians dde-claringclacia if you ever enter infointo that high office youmust go into it free and unfetteredfettereduit with no guar-antees but such as arearc to be drawn from yourwhole life character and conduct ja so mmuch11 ch rre-sembles a
a lottery fendersvendersvenders sign with the god-dess of good luck sittingfittim11 0ona ththea car of fortunestraddleastraddlea of the hornborn of plenty and drivingthe merry steeds of beatitude without reins orbridlebridie that I1 cannotcannoa help exclaiming 0 frailman what have 3youou donedons chatwillthatwill exalt youcan any tilingthing be drawn from your life charac-ter or conduct thatilia is of being held upto the gaze of this as a modmodeleilfelofof virtuecharity and wisdom are you not a lotterypicture withavith more than two blanks to a prizeleaving many things prior to your ghenttreaty let the world look at that andarld see whereisig the wisdom honor and patriotism whichought to have characterized the plenipotentiaryof0 the only free nation upon the earth Aquarter of a cent neonegotiationclation to obtain ourrights on the north easteeasternrn boundary and themotley manner in which oreoregon

C
on jrtriebtriese to shinebineas american territory coupled with your pre-sidential racedrace and come by cliancechance secretaryship in 1825 all go to convince the friends offreedom the golden patriots of Jeffersjeffersonianonlandemocracy free trade and sailors rights andthe protectors ofbf person and property that anhonbonhonorablebrable war is better than a dishonorablepeace

hadhaci you really wanted to have exhibitedthe wisdom clemency benevolence and digni-ty ofbf a great man in this boasted republicwhen fifteen thousand free citizens wewerere exiledfrom their own homes lands andarid propropertyperty inthe wonderful patriotic state of missouri andannd
you then upon your oath and honor occupyingthe exalted station of a senator of congress
from the noble hearted state of kentuckyKen whydidayouyou riotnot showallow the world your loyalty to lawanda orderord er byibylby nning all honorable meansmeanageansdeans to re-store the innocent to and propertywhy sir the more vvewe search into your charac-ter ard conduct the more we mustmaust exclaimfromfrata holy writ tiietilethe tree is known by itsfruit

again thisthia is not all rather than show
yourself an honett maimalm an by guaranteeing to the
people what you will do ipin case you should be
elected president you can enter into no en
gagement make no promises and give non
eledgerElpledgesedges aaas to what you will do wiliivellIVelleil it maybee that some hot headed partisan would take
such upon trust but sensible
men and even ladies would think themselves in-
sulted by such an evasion of comincoming events if a
tempest is expected why nounotnot prepare 0too meet
it and in the language of the poet exclaim

whenthen let ththee clialrial come andnd witness thothethouy
it terror be upon ine if I1 shrinkor faltersaig inn minm strength to meet the stormstona
when hardest it besetsberets msni

I1true greatness never wavers I1 but when the
missouri1 0 wabwasvaa enenteredterPd iintont0 by you
torfor the benefit of slavery theretheto was a mighty
shrinkage of ldestasswesternternlern honor and from tilailia ay

I1

sir the sterling yankee the struggling avoliaabolabsi
tionist and the ytastastaunchtinch democrat with a large
number of the liberal minded whigs have
marked you as a brickbaick leg ih politicspolities beggin
for a chance to shuffle yourselfyo ursell into thethem presi-
dential chair where you mightspight deal out the I1

destinies of our beloved country for a game of
brabrag that would end in the tombs a
iokdolefullok 1 bowl 1 start not at thisthia picturepic for i

your whole lifelite character aridand conduct have

been spotted with deeds that cause a blush
upon hea face of a virtuous patriot so you
must be contented in your lot while crimegrime
cowardice cupidity or low cunning have
handedbanded you dowdownn from the high tower of a
statesman to the black hole of a gambler A
man that accepts a challenge or fights a duel
is nothing more nor less than a murderer for
holy writ declares that whosochoso sheds mans blood
by man shall his blood be shed and when in the
renowned city of washington the natnotoriousorious
henry clay dropped from the summit of a sen-
ator to the sink of a scoundrel to shoot at that
chalk linelino of a randolph he not only disgraced
disownhlahia own fame family and friends but he pol-
luted the sanctum sanctorum of american glory
andnd the kingly blackguardsblackguardblackguardsguardy9 throughout the
whole world are pointing the finger of cornscorn at
the boasted asylum of thetho oppressed and
hissingit at american statesmen as gentlemen
vagabondsda and murderers holding the olive
branch7 of peace in one handband and a pistol for
death in the other well might the savior re-
bukebukebulee the heads of this nation with wo unto you
scribes phariseesPharisees hypocrites for the united
states government and conrconncongress

11 essebs with a few
honorablehon orabe exceptionsexcept loneione havehare gone the way ofca
koram
cain andd must peperish in their gainsayings

11
like

and hishia wicked host and honesthone s men
of every elzellclimeimoime anianil the innocent poor and op-
pressederepre sped as well as heatheheathensheathensDR pagans andand ind-
ianalansi every where who could

pagansbut hope thatthe
tree of liberty would yield some precious fruit
for the hungry lidmanhuman race and shed some
balmy leaves fur the healing of nations have
long since given up all hopes of equal rights
of justice and judgment and of truth and vir-
tue whenihan such pollutedliol vain heaven daring
bogus patriots or flung into the frontfrol i

rank of government to guide the destinies of i

mi lions Crapethe heavens with weldsweeda of
wo gird the earthcarth with Backsacksackclothclotheloth and let hell
Intittermutter one melody in commemoration of fallenfailen
rapsplendorlendoll for the glory of americaknierica has depart-
ed and god will setseft a flflanningflaming lo10 guard
thhiee tree of liberty while such mint tithing
lierofiero ds as van buren boggs benton calhoun
and clay are thrust out of the realms of virtue
as fit subjects for the kingdom of fallen tgreat-
ness vox reprobi cozvox dlaDiadiabolicboli

in your late addresses to the people of southsouth
carolina wherehere rebellion budded but could not
blossom you renounced high tariff
and almost banished your banking systems
for the momorere certain standard of public opin-
ion thisth s is all veryve wellweil aridand markamarks the inin-
tention of a politician the calculations of a
demagogue and the allowanceallolvance for leedings of a
shrewd manager just as truly as the weather
cock does the wind when it turns uuponpon the
spire liuIluhustingsstings for the south barbaabarbecuesbarbacuesaesues for
the west confidential letters for thonthenthetho northorth and
Aamericanmerican system for the cast

lullnuli a lybv baby upon the treetrpe totop
and bheaa the wind blowblows thetiie CciagleIZIdiedle will rock

suppose you should also takingjakini your whole
life character and conduct into consideration
and as many hands make light work stir up
the oldoidoldClayolayclay party the national republican
party tthehe highh protective tariffkhinklin1skin I1 parpartytay andthe late coon shinskin party with all their para-
phernaliaphernalia netie plus sine qua
lionnon which have grown with your growth
strengthened with your atredstrengthth aadaud shrunk
with your shrinkage artait ask the people of thishis
enlightened republicic what think
powers and policy as a statesman for verily itwouldouid seembeem fromfrog all past remains of01 partiespoliticspolisties projects aidandald pictures that youou aretheuhe clay andaria the people the piterpatter and as gomesome
vessels are marred in tilethe of thetha potter
the natural conclusion is that ymyou are a vessel
of dishonor

you mayrhay comcomplainblain thauthai a close examinationtion
of your whole life character and conduct I1

1places youou Kentuckianasaaaa would pleasantlyplbasant ly
termterra it in ai bidbad fix but ssirir when the nation
has sunkrunk deeper and deeper in the mud at everyeieryturn of the great wheels of the union whileahilayoulyou havebav acied as onee of the principal d
it becomes the bounden duty of the whole com-
munityy as one man to whisper you oilgil every
point of government to uncover every act of
your life and inquiren quireguire what mighty acts youyoli

havehavehaie done to benefit the nation nowhowhow much 3 onoilhavelave tithed tiletrie mint to gratify your lust and
why11 b 7 thefhebe fragments of youryour raimenraiment thanghang upon
the thorns bvby the path agas signals to tauteubabareaiebutbuhouryour shrinkage is13 truly wonderfulwonderfullfuli not
only your baliballbankingkingk ing high tariff pro-
ject have vanivacivahlvanishedshed orofrokromji 5yourour mind ilkelikegilke the
baselessbaselesllesi fabric of ia vision but the annearne aaionof texas has touched your pathetic sensibili-
ties of national pride BOso acutelyac that thetha poortexans your own trbrethrenethren may fall back intothe ferocity of mexico or be foldfoid at aution to
british stock jobbers and all lais well torfor J y

the old senator from kentuckkentuckyaj apmm fparstil it
against my interest in the north

idto enlarge th B ofthe in the southtruly a pooipoolpoor avise chilchiichildchaldisdisis better than an 61foolish kingling illlii be no longer admonisadmonishedledwho ever heardleard of a nati n that hadbad too muchterritory was it ever bad policy to makefriends has any people ever become too goodtotododo good no never hutbut the ambition andlind
vanity of some men have flown away with theirwisdom and judgment andanil left a creakingsiresleeskeletonleton to occupy the place of a noble soutoutwhy sirbirstir the condition of the holehoiewholeholo earth isiolamentablelimen tab e tttexasaaa dreads the teeth and toenailsnalls ef mexico oregon haffha the rheumatismbrought on by a horrid exposure to the Llibateat

and cold of british and american traptrapperspers
canada has caught a bad cold from extremeextrema
fatigue in the patriot war south america haihaa
the headache caused by bumps against ththe
beams of catholicity and spanish sovereignty
spain has the gripes fromdrom age aridand inquisition
france trembles and wastes under the effects
of contagious diseases england groans with
the gout and wigwiggleses with wine italy and the
german states are pale with the consumption
prussia poland and the little contiguous dyn-
asties

i

duchies and domains have the mumps
so severely that the whole head is sickick6 and
the whole heart is faintfaldt russia has the cramp
by lineage turkey has the nnumb palsy aarafricaiealea
from the curse of godgot has lost the use of her
limbs china is ruined by the queens evil and
the rest of asia fearfully exposed to the small
pox the natural way from british pedlarsped lars the
islands of the sea are almost dead with thetha
scurvy the indians are blind anandd lame anand1
the united states which ought11 to be the good
physician with balm from gilead and an
asylum for the opioppressedpressed 1 has boosted and is

boostingt up into the ccouncil chamber of the
government a clique of political gamblers to
play for the old clothes and old shoes of a sick
world and no pledge no promise to any parti-
cular portion of the people that the rightful
heirs will ever receive a cent of their fatherafathers
legacy such seifself important self
aggrandizing and self willed demdemagogueag their
friendship is colder than polar ice and their

professions meanermeader than the damnation 60releelteillell
oh mahnah when such a great dilemma of the

globe such a tremendous convulsion of king-
doms shakes the earth fromflom center to circum-
ference

m
ferencehenwhen castles prison houses andarid cells
raiseralee a cry to god against the cruelty of man
when the mourning of the fatherless and the
widow causes anguish in heaven when thothe
poortour among all nations cry day and night for
readbread and a shelter from the heat and storm
and when the degraded black slave boholdsids up
his manacledmanacled hands to the great statemen of
the united states and sings

400 liberty where are thy charmscharm
that sages have toldtoll motile were

and when fifteen thousand free eirizcitizensens of
the high blooded republic of north Ameriamerlamericacitcst
are robbed and driven from one state to another
without redress or redemption it is not only
time for a candidate for the presidency to
pledge himself to execute judgment and justice
inin righteousness law or no lawlav but it is his
boundenbound en duty as a man for the honor of a dis-
graced country aridand for the salvation of a once
virtuous people to call for a union of all honest
men and appeaseaI1 ease the wrath of god by acts ofililesawisdom holiness and virtue the fervent
prprayerdrayerer of a righteous man availeth much 7

perhaps you
1
may think I1 go too far with myray

strictures and because in your con-
cluding paragraph you say it is notriot inconsis-
tent rith your declarations to say that you
have viewedview edwithwith a lively interest the progress
of the latter day saints that you have sym-
pathizedzed in their sufferings under injustice as
it appeared to you which has been inflicted
11upon
uil0 n them and that youloujou thin in common withallail other religious communities they ought to
enjoy the security and protection of the consti-
tution and the laws if words were notriot wind
and imagination not a vapor such views witha lively interest coax out a few Dl

I1 votesvoles sympathy for their suffering uriurlun
j der justiceinjusticeir might heal some of the sicksic k yetyet
lingeringagern amongst them raise some of the dead
arldand recrecoverr some of their property from mis-
souri andaudnd finally if thought waswag notrott a phan-tom we might in common with other rreligiouseligi odb
communities you think enjoy the seesecsecurityarityerity and
protection of thathe constitution andami iauslaws butduringdaring ten yearseara while the latter day saintshave diedled beene en rrobbed driven ffromrom kneir 0ownwn
lands paid oceans of money into the treasuryryto pay your renowned self and others for

0

itlegis-lating gisand dealing out equal rights and privil-
eges to those in common auh all other rereligiouslisowfigow tcommunities they have waited andarid expected
inin vain if you have possessed any patriotismit babhabbhabhasas been veiled by your popipopularitylarity for fearharthe saints would fall in love with its charmsblind charity and dumb justice never do much
towards alleviating the wants of the neneedydy
but strawsatraws show which way the wind blomsblowsit is currently rumored that your derniedernierr resortreportfor the latter daaydaty saints is to emigrate tooregonon or california lichsuch cruel humanity
41qcguchsuch41 noblenoole injustice such honorablehono co
such foolish wisdora andora sufisueh vicious virtucould only emanate iromfromrom cliv after thethosaints have bierlb en pk I1 lureelareeuree or fofoi rmillions of0 land and by4 the peoroand powepowers of the sovereignn stae of miouioMH orirafter abytbty have sought pr nd relerefetionflon fromtrom the county court tafco C agres a k

bep
1i denied through relreirelisigno p judicji

sacerdotal dignity after tatl v t a0 buibm u jcity aldaidaid two temples at aia ianit osetseBP tc N I1 rC R

ol010 1 labor and treasure after they have inc d1

from hundreds to hundreds of thousand apaiafter they have sent missionaries i a
nations of the earth to gather israel
to the prediction allal 1 the holy prope etsels bicehsthe world began that great plenipotentiary uLLuaa
renownedtletie d secretary oiof state thetho ignoble duei

the gambling senator aadaid whig
for fhethe presidency henry clay the wis dpn
tucky lawyer advises the latter day saints tago to oregon to obtain justice andaud setupset up a gozgov

ot0 theiltheir ownowr


