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* W . | think that you have been | pertal hese ters§: and we
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WE have been voting for our officers
and for those holding places in the
Churech and kingdom of God in this
stake of Zion. And it is well for us
sometimes to understand what we
do in relation to these matters, We
hold up our right hand when voti %
in token before God that we wil
sustain those. for whom we vote;
and if we cannof feel to sustain
them we ought not to hold up our
hands, because to do this would be
to act the part of hypocrites. And
the question naturally arises, how
far shall we sustain them? Or in
other words,how far are we at liberty
to depart from this covenant which
we make before each other and be-
fore our God? For when we liff up
our hands in this way, it is in token
to God that we are sincere in what
we do, and that we will sustain the
ties we vote for, That is the way
look at these things. How far
then should we sustain them, and
how far should we not? This is a
matter of serious importance to us;
if we agree to do a thing and do not
do it, we become covenant breakers
and violators of our obligations,which
are, perhaps, as solemn and binding
as anytfhing walmu eutu; into. "
We frequently Yy many o
those important %hin which we
have engaged to abide by,and some-
times begin to whisper by way of
complaining or finding fault one
with another after we have entered
into solemn obligations that we will
not do it. What is meant by =sus-
taining a person? Do we understand

it? It is a very simple thing to me; Il

do not know how itis with wyou.
For instance, if a man be a teacher,
and I vote that I will sustain him in
his position, when he visits me in
an official ca

tion, kindness and r

L

f.aEing' a wrong course, and therefore
I have come to talk to you, yourself,
about the matter.” Who r.y.gh,t to.
do this? Anybody. Whadt, would
“is position deprive us of that |
right of approaching him? No. Sup-
posing you had been in umdiby“hli},d
ebody e . njure

Pﬁﬁ,'m‘" M agéx,{ure'ﬁ
that c you to entertain feelings
aginst him, it would be much better
to _probe the thing to the bottom and
have it straightened out than to fos-
ter it and allow it to corrode and in-
terfere with your and happi-
ness, because you
to sustain him; on the other hand,
we cannot sustain anything that is
unrighteous,impure or unholy. We
%0 to him and say, Bishop so and so,
have come to see you on. unpleas-
ant business—you may be polite
about it or you may not—but }:eople
can always afford to be polite; I have
learned thus and so; I hope 1 am
misinformed, can you ex]isdain that
to me? If the matter could be ex-
plained to your satisfaction you
would be glad of it; but whether it
could be or not you would have the
satisfaction of knowing that you
had performed your duty. If noft,
however, and the matter be of such
a character as to call for an investi-
gation, it would be proper that it be
inquired into by the proper authori-
ties. Then you are free, and you
have not violated any covenant. If
any covenauts have been violated,
it is hethat is guilty,and itis for him
to account for his acts to the Lord
and his brethren; and if no wrong
shall be found in him, there is no
good man but what would be pleased
to see such a man uitted. But
while we seek equity and justice on
the one hand, on the other we must
not interfere with the rights of any-
body; no matter who it is that in-
dulges in iniquity, their iniquity
will find them out sooner or later.
And it is better for us instead of
talking to this one and the other, it
wrong exists, togo directx to the

rsons themselves and have itad-
usted, then bring it up according to

paeity I will welcome| the rules laid down governing such
him and treat him with considera-| matters. e 7

Then the doer of the

espect and if 1| wrong is accountable for the wrong,

need counsel I willask itat his hand, | not somebody else. Then when he

and I will do everythin

: . I can to|is dealt with by
sustain him. That would be proper|er he be a teac

the Church, wheth-
her, priest, deacon,

and a principle of righteousness, and | bishop or anybody else, you are free

I would not say an thin%'
to his character., If tha
rect I have it
then if anybody .in. my
were to whisper something

derogatory | from all responsibility afterwards of
is not cor- | sustaining that man. And until
yet to learn. And|the proper course has been taken

nee | with such a person, we should be
about | very careful what eourse we

pursue

him disparaging to his reputation, I in relation to this kind of . thing, so
would say, lL.ook herel are you aj]that we do not violate our coven-
Saint? Yes.. Did you not hold up|{ants.

yvour hand to sustain him? Yes. Then

There is an uneasy feeling existing

why do you not do it? Now, I would |among -some people: they can see

call an action of that kind sustaining
him. Ifany man make an attack
upon his reputation—for all men’s
reputations are of imortance to them
—I would defend him in some such
way. When we vote for men in the

solemn way in which we“do, shall | home to the man who has done the |
our covenants? | wrong; and if he did hot repent of it,

we abide by

Elenty of wrong all around if they

ave a mind to; and some will apos-:

tatize because =omebody else
done wrong. What a foolish course
that is to pursue! If we follow God’s

an we can bring the gin right

or shall we violate them? If welhe would have to be cut offf But

violate them we become covenant- | the devil would
breakers. We break our faith before | stop in a church
God and our brethren, in regard to | suc
the acts of men whom we have cov-| ence a number of the

y I would not
where there were
He would first influ-
ple to do

folks.”

énanted to sustain. But supposing | wrong, and then he would try to get
he should do something wrong, sup- | the others to leave the Charch

posing he should be found lying or | cause some of the members were do-
cheating, or defrauding somebody;|ing wrong. That however would be

or stealing or anythin

become impure

else,

or even | foolish, and contrary to the order of
his habits, would | God.

you still sustain him? It would be| The Lord has placed in his Church

my duty then to talk with him as I| Apostles and Prophets,
anybody else, and tell | Seventies,
him that I had understood that|the

things were thus and so, and that|we a
under these circumstances I could | These

would with

High Priests,
Elders ete., what for? For

rfecting of the Saints. Are
I perfect to begin with? No.
various officers are for the per-

not sustain him; and if I found that | fecting of the Saints, What else?

I had been misinformed L would | For the work of the ministry; that |
e; but if not it | men might be qualified and inform-

] : uty to see that|edand be fullof intelli
ustice was administered to him,that | and light, and learn to

e was brought before the proper nciples of eternal truth and to |spoken.

withdraw the ch
would then be my

tribunal to answer for the things he
had done; and in the absence of that
1 would imva no business to talk
about him. |

It is well for us to get at some of
these little things; they are matters,
however, of a ~deal of import-

ance. What I have said with regard

to a teacher would apply to the |res

priest and the deacon.

Then, again, we have bishops,
‘We vote for them: and they hol
portion of the priesthood
renders their. duties many
very unpleasant; that naturally
they would be unpleasant; but no
duty ought to be unpleasant to the
servants of God. Now, supposing
thé bishop should dosomething that
is wrong, what would be our %lutj'?
It would be to go to him and say,
‘Bishop, I have reason to believe

& | remember when Jesus was upon the
which | earth, some of

times | tending, as to who was the greatest:

that things are thus and so,evidence
having been presented to me, and it

gence, wisdom
proclaim the

ring out from the treasury of God|any office, or calling,
things new and old,things calculated | or any

i

i1ave covenanted|p

has | P

ought to be very careful in all our
acts that we do not transgress the
WA IEIION, S B et
“Ina féw remarks’ j'eﬁerﬂa}' I re-
ferred to the various officers of
Church, and to some of the leading
duties that devolve . fthem to
attend to. There are duties devolv-
ing 19" which we cannot
ignore. Duties as Apostles, duties
as Presidents of Stakes, duties as
Bishops, duties as High Councilors,
duties ‘pert.a.injng to all the varieus
officers in the Church., Well, can
any man ‘that has received the hol

riesthood, and who comprehen

the position he occupies before God—
which very few of us can do—can
he afford to neglect any of those du-
ties? I think not. We call this or-
ganization that we are associated
with the Church and Kingdom of
God. Isitthe Church of God? Yes,
Then it is*God’s Church is it not?
Yes. Who is at the head of it? The
Lord ought to be, and we ought to
be subject to him. Who? WIH
every one of us; myself, say, and all
the Twelve, the Presidents of Stakes,
the Bishops, the High Priests, the
Elders, the Seventies, the High
Ceuncilors, and all men in the
Church ought to feel that we are
the children of God in the Church
of God and subject to the law of
of God. We talk about a priesthood;

¥

who are the Priesthood, and what is |

s -
m;to ‘wh thém called and
lained— Ider_to perform the
office of an Elder, a Priest to perform
the office of a Priest. In early
it.was quite common for a

{m‘t to go out and preach the forth in the perfor

sion of sins, and then call upon an
Elder' to 'lay hands upon them to

the power to do it. And while the
Priest could baptize, a Teacher, or a
Deacon could not, not having the
authority to do it; if they were. to
do it, it would not amount to any-
thing. There is strict order about
these things associated with the
Church and Kingdom of God. Well,
then, on the other hand, if we per-
form our duties, each ove of us in
our proper position, God gives us
wer to accomplish the object we
ave in view, no matter what it is,
or what priesthood we hold, no mat-
ter whetk er it is the President of the
Church,or the President of the Stake,
a Bishop, a High Councilor, a High
Priest,a Seventy, or an Elder,Priest,
Teacher or Deacon; no matter what,
if they perform duties with an eye
single the glory of God, he will
sustain them in their operations and
administrations,

Now, I will refer to a principle
which is perhaps one of the greatest
manifestations of the power and

oodness of God that exists in this

hurch, and at the same time one

it?  As | understand it, it is the rule
and the government of God, whether
it ‘exists in the heavens or on the
earth; whether we refer to the things
of time or to the things of eternity;
whether we refer to spiritual things
or to temporal things, they are, or
ought to be, under the guidance and
dominion of God. How and from
whom did we receive our authority?

Let us go back for a while, and whu}

could we find anywhere upon the
earth that had authority even to
proclaim the gospel, or to administer
in the ordinances of the
Could we find anybody? No, we
could not. I couldnotin my younger
days—and I sought diligently for it,
but I could not -find anybody who
possessed it. What, not among the
religious professors of the world?
No, not among the religious profes-
sors of theworld. Nowhere amon

the learned, the intelligent, the sci-
entific? No, nowhere. Very well,
hew did we come at a knowledge of
this? God revealed it through his
servant Joseph Smith. And when
he did so, he did not say much about
it himself. The first thing he did
when he appeared to Joseph was to
introduce his Son; pointing unto
him he said; “This is my Eelnved
Son, hear him.” And what did the
Son say? We have his teachings in
the gospel; in his communications
with the Nephites and others. Then
there were others who held the
riesthood with him, who held it on
the earth and who now hold it in
eternity, and who held the keys of
this priesthood; ani those several
parties came and conferred the keys
which they held upon him, but not
until the Lord had come and given
them permission to do so. . Hence
we got our Aaronic priesthood
through that means, and we got our
Melchisedec priesthood through that
means, and any office or ordinance
that any of you haye received, you
received it through that medium, or
you have received none at all, Very
well, what does it Jead us to? To
those whom we call sons of God.
Just as it was said on former times,
“Now are we sons_ of God, and it
doth not yet appear what we shall
be: but we know that, when he
shall ‘appear, we shall be like him,
for we shall see him as he is,” Very
well, we are the sons of God
then, the chosen of God, the elect of
God, called by him, set apart by

him, through the medium of this
holy priesthood of which I have
And if we have received
or anthority,
wer to administer in any of

to promote the welfareof the people. | the ordinances, we have received

Now,
placed in the Church, every man
uuiht to be respected in his office.
I know some of you think we can
respect some, aund some we cannot

pect; we can respect some of the

rominent authorities—I do not/

now who they are, do you? You

followers were con- i

and he took a little child and placed
it in their midst, he said, ““he that
can be most like this little ehild, is
the greatest in the kingdom of
heaven.” And I will tell you more
than that, that the teachers, or dea- |
con that fulfils his duties is a great
deal more honorable than a presi-

dent or any of the twelve that do

then, these offices having been | that from the hand of God, and we

can only perform these ordinances
according to the priesthood we
are permitted to yossess.,  For
Instance, an Elder cannof perform
the labor of an Apostle; a Bishop
cannot (Ferfurm the labor of an A pos-
tle; and a Bishop, as a Bishop, out-
side of other things, has not author-
ity to lay on hands to impart the

ft of the Holy Ghost; whatever
he may do in that capacity it is
threugh the Melchisedec priesthood
which he holds, and he could not do
it wit.hﬂut.] Gm‘?i a Priest lay hands
upon ple and say, ‘“Receive ye
the Holy Ghost?” o, 3¢ does ‘Hbt
belong to him todo it. Well, then,
men are necessarily confined to op-
erate within the limits and authorit

guspel? |

that is as little noticed: but one
wherein God does manifest himself
in a most remarkable manner in
the view of all reflecting, intelligent
men. For instance, the Elders
forth to preach the gospel; they
uipon people to repent and to be bap-
tized iIn the name of Jesus for the
remission of their sins. Did you
ever think what the name meant?

that God % tru
whiech. us

there is no violation of ti;emdhﬁ
promises on his part. God wil} b

a Tearher of this Church when },

s

bless a Bishop in his a .
and others in the discharge

eral duties, no matter what
Fﬂmﬂ mayv be. But here is,
mportant item: there are somg,
these things that I have refer,
that some cannot do—they conld,
lay hands upon le to imﬁm
to them the Holy Ghost. u}
der can, he does it by and
the authority of Jesus éhrlst,
the medium of the holy prm

conferred upon him by these
authority.” And when he perig
this act, the recipients havf:‘w_d
plied with the requiremen ts—fy
repentance and baptism — whe
lays his hands upon their heads |
sanctions his action by im
the Holy Ghost. Thus pi

'God 8" trdé to his agreeme
through that means we

sons of God and belong to the
hold of faith, and to us pr

long the covenants and m
S0C therewith. These ar
initiatory steps. And we ha
witness within ourselves, each
of us, in regard to those grut;
ciples that God has revealed tof
human fam% Now, then, ar;
the sons of Is he our
Yes, Have we received his
whereby we are enabled wa;,
ba Father,” or “my Father?” Y
What have we done since we)
ceived it? We do not like to lnoki
some of our acts when we think
these thmtf; we would rather »
could blot them out from our meny
ries, but we cannot; they ar e
And when we reflect upa o fr

If a man go in the name of another
person, he goes by the authority of
that person. If an agent, say, of Z.
C. M. 1., or any other firm, go in the
name of this firm, it is expected
that he has credentials from the
firm he represents. Or, if a gover-
nor come here, he is first appointed
by the proper.authorities—nominat-
ed by the President and eonfirmed
by the Senate of the United States,

and he comes with proper ereden-

ceive ye the Holy fihmt;”

hands laid u
Elders of th

T4

tials to act as Governor of this Terri-
tory; he comes in the name or by
the authority of the United States;
and the government of the Uni
States feels itself bound to back
his acts, the same as a mercanti
firm would feel obligated to acknow)-
edge the acts of its agents.

Now, then, the Lord has com-
menced his Chureh here upon the
earth. He has conferred u men
his holy Melchisedeo priesthood; he
has told them to go forth and preach
and call upon the peeple to repent
and be baptized in the name of Je-
sug, for the remission of sins, and
they should receive the Holy Ghost.

‘ou all know about these things, it
is not necessary fo talk muchmﬂ)ut
them,

Very well; now then, this Elder
oes forth in the name of God, does
ie not? That is the way I under-

stand it—by the authority of the
Lord, and in the name of the Lord
Jesus Christ, he hes this doe-
trine to the people. “Now,” says
he, “repent and be baptized, every
one of you,in the ngme of Jesus,
for the remission of your sins, and
you shall receive the Holy Ghoest.”

A Priest could not say, you shall re- |

ceive the Hqoly Ghost; a Teacher or
a8 Deacon could not it, neither

could a Bishop say it by virtue of
his bishoprie, but he could by virtue
of the high priesthood he- holds.
Now, then, lalfp any of these men g

to work and lay hands on anybod)
for the reception of the Holy Ghost,
and they may as well do anything
else, it would not amount to any-

t:hin%
holding the proper authority, comes
along and takes the candidate for

| foni there

But an Elder, or anyone |ers

bles, our imperfectiens @ 0w
?uit‘.im of varions Xinds,bow 4 w
eel? We do not feel pleasant thy
it. God has confe apon mY
test treasure and the gres

n be could bestow upon
man family, but we have recein
the treasure in earthen vessels, |
often do things we ought not fof
and leave undone things we oy

todo; and how often have we
Ho

the Spirit of God within us!
done more for us than this.
laced us here in his Churchs
ngdom; he has gathered s
ﬁfther; bhe has organized us acm
g to the laws and order of theh?®
priesthood. He has united usty®
wives, and our wives to their h©
bands, with an everlasting coven®
that cannot be broken, But
break it sometimes, don’t we )
has shown us how and in what
our wives may be united with
the eternities to eome, and
have our children sealed
and be one with us in time
eternity, and has poured b
upon many of our heads tha
exist while time shall Jast and
nity endure. It was said of
that to his government and d
ould be no end.
the same has been said of 3 |
many more; and yet we will ,
little to separate us f L
God, and from our brethren '
from our wives and our hust
and break up, and rant and rea
destroy, until we hardly ¥

| whether it is us Eumebudy' b
Sometimes we hnr{ﬂ;;‘knnw whe
we are in the Church and King,

of God or not, until in many inf,
El:;k the ligl:ltthwithin us - beety
arkness, and then, oh, hew gre
that darkness! It is neoam‘g’ |
we should study well and wa
the path of our feet. We are
laying the foundation for ete:

and for no other purpose. Wg
here ‘that we may receive

that in our bodies and spirits,
through them and through they |

of the priesthood and theé
lasting goagel, we may E.In a
tion, by and by, among the god

Y RS R e
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baptism,t and] after baptizing him
he lays his hands upon his head and
says: ‘“In the name of the Lord Je-
sus Christ, and by virtue of the holy
priesthood conferred upon me, I lay
my hands upon your head and con-
firm you a member of the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints;
and I say unto you, receive ye the
Holy Ghost.” Did you ever think
of that? It is quite a significant
thing, is it not? And you do itin
the name of Jesus Christ and by
autbority which God has given you.
You Jay your hands upon the indi-
vidual who has been baptized for the
remission of his sins, and say, “Re-
_ _ and he
receives it. If that is not so, tell
me, will you, you that have had
n_your heads by the
Church. You know

to be a spiri
what I say is true. Now, I ' :
‘not, And there are duties and re-! of the various offices: of the pnesl{ % T2 % RROPERR It'h'E'r Pwm ﬁi hk“ this: some W

to show a certain principle, namely,
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-
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the eternal worlds, and with f}
possess a glory and dominion
authority, power and exaltationp.
has hardly entered into our :-ﬁ
ftﬁtanceive of. ' And {Etj *
away our leges, §&;
lightly the things {l:?'ghd, disre
the counsels of God and the
hood of God, and wander in
forbidden paths, and lose siglie

these great and glorious prin
that God has revealed for the &
tion of the human family. ¢
Referring to the principle of u¥
we ought to b;}ﬂna. We havett
come up quite frequently, say,
lﬂgialah%g_m city and o i
and our legislators and others #,
into certain measures, but
ple will not be sufficiently |
carry them out. And there %
more or less

Pe

il
&
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brusquely and thoughtlessly '“}]



