
50 M yESEREysmaryarv ALUaubaugg is18

amsi
ic

VIRIES IDENT JOBjoh TA

AT
vasi w a

on sunday afternoononJ

march ift 1880

ty bf ea Fd6fiByeb

WE have been voting farour officers
arddarid for those liholding places in the
chuich and kingdom of god in this
stakestate of zion and it jsis well for us
sometimes to understand
do in relation to these mattersmatten we
holdheld up our right hand when voting
in token before god that we will
sustain those for whom we vote
and jfif we cannot feel to sustain
them we ought not to hold up our
hands because to do this would be
to act the part of hypocrites and
the question naturally arises how
far shall we sustain them or in
other wordshow far are we at liberty
to depart from this covenant which
we make before each otherothenotherandand be-
fore our god for when we lift up
ourour hands in this way it is in token
bogod that we- are sincere in what
we do and that we will sustain the
partiesartle we vote for that is the way
t look at these things how far
then should we sustain them and
howhov far should we not this is18 a
matter of serious importance to us
if we agree to do a thing and do not
do it we become covenant breakers
and violators ofour obligations which
are perhaps as solemn and binding
as anything we caucancapenterenter into

we frequently pass by many of
those important thithingsup wwhichhaeh we
have engaged to abide baand some-
times begin to whisper bywayby way of
complaining or finding fault one
with another after we have entered
into solemn obligations that we will
not do it what is meant by sus-
taining a person do we understand
it it is a very simple thing to me I1
do not know how it is with you
for instance if a man be a teacher
and I1 vote that I1 will sustain him inin
his position when he visits me in
an official capacity I1 will welcome
him and treat him with considera-
tion kindness and respect and ifit I1
needheed counsel I1 will ask it at his hand
lindand I1 will do everything9 1I cancarl to
sustain him thatthit would be proper
and a principle of righteousness audand
I1 would not say anything derogatory
to his character if that ii not cor-
rect I1 have it yet to learn and
ahenthen iff anybody in my piepyepresencesencesenco
were to vwhisper soisomethingnothing about
him didisparaging1 to0 his reputation I1
would say nooklook here are you a
saint yes didnid you not holdbold up
your hand to sustain himhi yes then
why do you not do it now I1 would
call an action of that kind bustasustainingsustaininginin9
him if any man makemalm an attack
ulonupon hishia reputation forfoi all mens
reputations are of bothemthem

1I would defend him in some such
way when we vote for men inin the
solemn way illin which wewedodd shall
we abide by our covenantscorecoyenants
or shall we violate them if we
violate thenicethem we become
breakers we breakbia our faith before
god and ounour brethren in regard to
the acts of men whom we have cov-
enanted to sustain but supposing
he should do something wrong sitsuisup-
posing

ly
he should be found lying or

cheating or defrauding somebody
orbr stealing or anything else or even
become impure in his habits would
you still sustain him it would be
mypiy duty then to talk with him as I1
would with anybody else and telltoll
him that I1 had understood that
things were thus and so and that
under these circumstances 1 could
not sustain himihimlhim and if I1 found that
I1 had been misinformedformeaformed I1 would
withdraw the charge but if not it
would then be my dutydu ty to see that
justicejustic wasewas administered to him that
hehe was brought before thothe proper
tribunal to answer for the things liehe
had done and in the absence of that
I1 would lavehavehave no business to talk
about him

it is well for us to get at somesomo ofot
ailiesethese little things they are matters
however of a goodgoud deal of import-
ance what I1 havahave saidsaldid with regardhegard
to a teacher would apply to the
priest and the deacon

then again we have bishobishopepg
we vote for them and they holtaholdhoid a
portion of the priesthood which
renders their duties many times
very unpleasant that is naturally
they would be unpleasant but no
duty ought to be unpleasant to the
servants of god now supposings
the bishop should do something thailthat
is wrong what would be our duty
it would be to go to him and say
If bishop I1 have reason to believebelleve
that things are thus and evidenceso
Phaeng been presentedpresen tedtod to it

antt
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is of0 such a charcharacteracter that I1 am in

think that you have been4
takingg a wrowrongng marsecourse and therefore
I1 hhaveave comcomea to talk to you yourself
about the matter who wight to
do this anybody what wouldI1

riot at
right of approaching finif bupsup
posing you had been iril him

else had deenbeen injured
by kirnlilms oror had Moccurreduirt
that garsogarshcaused you to entertain feelings

him it would be much beuterbetter
to probe the thing to the bottom and
have it straightened out than i

to fos-
ter it and allow it to corrode andand in-
terfere with your peace and happi-
ness becauselecause you ravebave covenanted
to sustain him onou the befiotherer hand
we cannot sustain anything that is
unrighteous impure or unholy we
go to him and say bishop so and so
I1 have come to see you on unpleas-
ant business you may be polite
about it or you may not but people
can always afford to be polite I1 have
learned thus and so 1I hope I1 am
misinformed can you explain that
to me if the matter could be ex-
plained to your satisfaction you
vouwouldid be glad of it but whether it
could be or not you would have the
satisfaction of knowing that youvou
had performed your duty if notfiot
however and the matter be of such
a character as to call foranfonfor an investi-
gation it would be proper that it be
inquiredin into by the proper authori-
ties

i-
tae8 then you are free and you
have not violated any covenant if
any covenantsantsauts have been violated
it is he that is guiltyand it is for him
to account for his acts to the lord
and his brethren and if no wrongwrong
shall be found in him there is no
good man but what would bebepbeyleasedpleased
to see such a man acquitted but
while we seek equity and justice on
the one hand on the other weire must
not interfere with the rights of any-
bodybod no matter who it is ththatat in-
dulgesdu 1 I1inn 1iniquity thetheirir ininiquity1t
will find thethemm out soosoonernernen or mtlaterlatene
and it is better for us instead of
talking to this one and the other it
wrong exists to go directodirects to the
personsS themselves and have it ad-
justedjul then bring it up according to
the rules laid down governing such
matters thenthorl the doer of the
wrong isis accountable for the wrong
not somebody else then when he
is dealt withwi th by the church wheth-
er hebe be a teacher priest deacon
bishop or anybody else you are argfree
from all responsibility afterwards of
sustaining that man and until
the proper course allmba leenloela lakentaken
withith such a person wewem should be
veryveny careful what course we pursue
in relation to this kind of thing so
that we dodb not violate our coven-
ants

there is an uneasy feeling existing
among somebome people they cantan see
plenty of wrong all around if thetheyy
have a mindmend to and some will apos-
tatize becausebecause fosomebodymelody else has
done wrong whata foolish course
that is to pursue if we allowfollow godgodsIs
gianglanplanpian we can bring the sinbin right
homeome to the munman who has done tethe
wrong and if he ulddid not repent of it
he would havehavel to be cut off but
the devil would say 1I would not
stop in a church where there were
suph folks he would first inalinflu-
ence

U
a number of the people to do

wrong and then he would try to get
the otothersherstoto leave the church be-
cause some of thenthe embersmembers were do-
ing wrong that however would be
foolfoolishishri and contrary totd the order ofgod

the lordmord has placed in his church
apostles and ProphetsHigh priests
seventies elders etc what for for
the perfecting of the saints are
we all perfectt to begin with no
these various officers are forfrocthe peper-
fectingfeccin of the saints what else
for ttheE work of the mministryministryinistry that
menruen might be qualified and inform-
ed and be full of intelligence wisdom
and light and learn to prociaproclaproclaimlinjin the
principleses 0off eternal truth and to
bring out from the treasury of god
things new and hinga calculated
to promote the welfare of the peoplenow then these offices having been
placed in the church every man
ought to be resrespectedpecked in his office
I1 know fiame of you think we can
respecti

Qt someome audand some we cannot
rrespectes we can respect some of the
prominentrom ent authorities I1 do not
knownow who they are do you you
renrqnrememberember when jesus was upon the
earth some of Mishis followers were con-
tending as to who was the greatest
and he took a little child and placed
it in their midst he saidsald he that
can be most like this little child is
the greatest in the kingdom of
heaven and I1 will tell you more
than that that the teachers or dea-
con that fulfillfulfil hishb duties is a great
deal more honorable than a presi-
dentdentonor any of the twelve that do
not aad there aroare duties and rare

thi

AP 1 devolving an allail of us
tb these mamatterst n an tk we

ought 18 ae veryverj careful in all 0ourur
acts that we do not transgress the
htwa afpf god

inlnainaa foft I1i rere
the

church dhandT toth somesame of the leading
duties thalthat devolve to
attend to there are duties devola
fineu ponv utw cannoef
ignore duties as apostles duties
asbs presidents af stakes dutiesditties as
bishops duglesduties as high councilorscouncillorsCounci lors
duties pertaining tortr all the various
officersomeera inhi the church wellwel can
any man that has received the holy
priesthood and jhb comprehends
the position he occupies before god
which very few of us can docanoodorcancan
he afford to neglect any of those du-
tiesiesjes I1 thlikthink notnott we call this or-
ganization hatthat we are associated
with the church and kingdom of
god Is it the church of god yes
then it is gods church is it not
yes who is at the head of it the
lord ought to be and we ought to
be subject to him who why
everyone of us myself say and all
the twelve the presidents of stakes
the bishops the high priests the
elders the seventies the high
councilorscouncillorsCouncilors and allaji men inin the
church ought to feel that we are
the children of god inthein the church
of god and subject to the law of
of god we talk about a priesthood
who are the priesthood aandnd what IsisS
it asiAs I1 understand it it is the rule
and the governmentovern ment of god whether
it exists idhi the heavens or on the
earth whether we refer to the things
of time or to the things of eternity
whether we refer to spiritual things
or to temporalralrai things 1theyby are or
oughtttimtemto0 1be underbilder the guidance and
dominion of god HOW and from
whom did we receive our authority
let uau hegohaekhack for a while dmd who
could we find anywhere upon the
earth that had authority even to
proclaim the gospel or to administer
inin the ordinances of wethe gospel
could we find anybody no we
could notriot I1 could not in my younger
days and I1 sought diligently for it
but I1 could not find anybody who
possessed it what not among the
religious professors of the world
no not among the religionsreligious profes-
sors of the world nowhere among
the learned the intelligent the sci-
entific no nowhere very well
hew did we come at a knowledge of
this god revealed it through his

fc joseph smith anavand whenhen
he did so he did not say much about
it himself the erst thing he did
when heho appeared to JosepJosephilyaswas to
introduce his son pointing untogeloverhim heht said this is my beloved
son hiedfiedhear him 11 and what did the
son 49say we have his teachingss in
the gospel trltilinili hishig communications
with the Nephimeshites and others then
there were others who held the
priesthood with him who held it on
the earth and who now hold it in
eternity and who held the keys of
this priesthood luhinhani those sayesaveseveralralrai
parties camecame and conferred ththetho keysheys
which they libelcelal upon himafim botbutbut nothot
until aatheLord had comecomb ankand given
them permission to aacp sossaliencehencealien
we got our priesthood
through that indansmeans and we got our
I1 priesthood throughuliullur ii that
means and any office orar ordordinancecnance
that anyapy of you hahawq received you
receivedrecelceiv0 it through hixtthat redlummedium or
yousou llavehave regreceivedelved nonnonee atati all very
wellnelleileliell what ape it lead us to to
those whom we call sonssongson of god
just as iti was aaiaalsaidsaild opoll brinerformer times
abw are we sorssonss jbf god and itt
doth not yet appalappear what wewp shall
be but we know that when he
shall aappearr wewe shall be like him
for wewesshallseailitma

1 seespa him as aeQ is very
wellweil11 we are the sons of goddanthethen the chosen of god the elect ofgod called by himihim set apart by
him through the medium of this
holy priesthood of which I1 havellave
spoken and if we have received
any office or callincalling or altwitaitauthorityhority
or any powerbower to administeradminister in any of
thetho ordinances we have received
that from the hand of god and we
can only perform these orordinancesdinane Cs
according to the priesthood we
are permitted to possessyossess for
instance an elder cannot perform
the labor of an apostle a bishopbishorcannot perform thetho laborfabor of an apos
tietle and a bishopbishops as a bishop out-
side of other things lilshas not author-
ity to lay on hands to impart the
gift of the holy ghost whatever
he may do in that capacity it isis
throughahr ugh the priesthood
which he holds and he could not do
it without can a priest lay hands
upon people and salsaysay receive ye
the wolyholyoly ghost no it does not
belong to him todotodato do it wellweil then
men are necessarily confined to op-
erate within the limitslimitsandand authority
of the various offices of the priestpriest
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hood to which they are called and
brordaineddaldained an elder to perform the
office 0off ariarlan elderelder a priest to perform
the office of a priest in early
days itfc was quite common for apipriestt to go out and preach the gos-
pelp and baptizedr1 I Mr thathi
sion of sinssine andan thentre callcalicallali upon an
EldertElderytf lay hands upon them to
confirmacon nirrafirra them jnembersmembers ol01of the
church norfor the Priest did nnot0 haveav
the power to do it and while the
priest could baptize a teacher or a
deacon could not not having the
authority to do itR itif they were to
do it it would not amounamountttoto any-
thing there is strict order about
these things associated with the
church and Kingdom gorgodofawl well
then on thetile other hand if ivewe per-
form our dutiedutiessr each one of us iplp
our proper position god gives us
power to accomplish the object we
havenave in view no matter what it is
or what priesthood we holdbold no mat-
ter whether it is the president of the
churcherChurchorebor the president of the stake
a bishop a high councilor a HIhigh9Prnestaiesta seventy or an eideelde Priest1 t
teacher or deacondeaconsDeaconj no mattmaatmatter wwhatat
if they perform dudutiesatiesatles with an eye
singlesingie to the glory of god he will
sustain themanthem in their operations and
administrations

now I1 will refer to a principle
which is perhapsberhaps one of the greatestgreatet
manifestations of the power and
goodness of god that exists in this
church and at the same time one
that is as little noticed but one
wherein god does mamanlestmanifestniest himself
in a most remarkable manner in
the view of all reflecting intelligent
men for instance the elders go
forth to preach the gospel they call
upon people to repent anzanyand to be bap-
tized in the name of jesus for the
remission of their sins did you
ever think what the name meant
if a man go in the name of another
person he goes by the authority of
that person if an agent baysay of Z
C afM I1 or any other nirmfirm go in the
name of this firm it is expected
that he has credentials from the
firm he represents or if a gover-
nor come here he is18 first appointed
by the nominat-
ed by the president and confirmed
by the senate of thethoa united states
and he comes with proper creden-
tials to act as gogovernorvemorebor of this terri-
tory hebe comes in the name or by
the auauthoritydhority of the united states
and the government of the united
states feels itself bound to back up
his acts the same as a mercantile
firm would to acknowl-
edge the acts of its agents

now then the lord hasbas com-
menced his church here upon the
earth he has conferred upon mmenen
his holy MelchMelchisedisedeeeo priestpriesthood hebe
has toldmold them to16 gojo forthfuith and preach
and call upon theabe people to repentreplant
and be bbaptized in the name 0of1 jjep

thetha remission of sins andaud
they should receive chehthe holy amidstghostyou allhl know about these things it
is not necessnecessaryary to ttaiktalk muchuch aaboutbout
them

very weilwell now then this elder
goes forth inhi the name of amisgod does

nounol that is the way I1 under-
stand

r-he
itjt by the authority of the

lord and ilithein the name of the lordrord
jesus christ he preaches this doc-
trine to the people nowI1

11 says
hebe repent and be baptized every
one of the namenome of jesus
for the remissionremission of your sins and
you shall recellareceiv the holy ghost s

A priest could botsaynot say you shall re-
ceiveceicelve the haly ghost a teacher or
ah deacon could not say it14 neithermeither
could a bishop say it by virtue of
his bishopric but hohe cocoulduld by virtue
of the high priesthood he holds
now then let anyany of these men go
to work and lay hands on anybody
for the reception of the holy gihghostOs
and they may as well do anyanythingt
else it would not amount to any-
thing but an elder or anyone
halding the properproPCr authorityauthority comeomcomes
along and takes the candidatecandidate for
baptism andiJandl after baptizing him
he laysjays disvishis hands upon his head and
says in the name of thathe fjord je-
sus christ and by virtue of the holy
priesthood conferred upon me I1 lay
my handsbands upon your head and con-
firm you a member of the church
of jesus christ of latter day saintsints
and I1 say unto you receive ye the
holy Glighost did you ever think
of that it is quite j a significant
thing is it not and you do it in
the name of jesus christ and by
authority which god hashns given yousouyou lawyourlay yourjour hands upon the indi 4f

vidual who hasteenhas been baptized for the
remission of his sins and saysays agrerec-
eive ye the holy ghost and he
reicereceiveslyleslylas it if that is not so jellfell
mern wilwllwiil you you that have hadbad
handsbands lalaidinidd upon your hendsbyheads by the
elders of thisthia church you knew
what I1 saysayeis true now I1 I1proposeropose
tto show a certain principle namnamely

I1 Trmama t f r a

that god is true to the covenant
which liehe makesmake with usuis and thalthatthere is no violation of the lawlar orl

t

promises on hishbisis part god willaj
a tea her of this church
goesoes forth in the performperformancemeenee of habduties among the people he
bless a bishop in his
and others in the discharge of tbthy
several duties no mattermatten what thtit
priesthood may be but here Is
important item there are sonietthesebase things that I1 have refreferred
thattbat ssomeorrie cannot do they could a
lay hands IIIulluponpoh peopleeo I1 tB to I1impart
to them thetho holy mostghost if anall I1
der can he does it by and throbauthoritythe of jesus chuischris
the medium of the holy friesthestiesth
conferred upon him by those holiholis
authority and when he
this act the recipients having ct
pliedpiled with the requirementsfalfilfgfai

repentance and baptism whet
laysjays his hands upon their heads
sanctions hisbia action by impartimam
the hajy ghost thus provingngitgod is agreement
through that means we becomer
sonscons of god and belong to the habot
hold of faith and to us properly
longiong the covenants and blessingblessbiess lnoringy
sociasoc ted therewith these amaney

initiatory steps and we havhati
witness within ourselves each 4

of us in regard to those great piizcaples that god has revealed uxton
humanbuman family now then are
the sons of god Is he our fatirfaayes haveravehavenewe receivedreceived his km
vbwherebycereby we arehare enabled to cry jaA
ba father or firmymy father 11iwhat have we donedonel since ve i

it we do not like toloah
some of our acts when we thinhthat
these things we would rather nw
could blot them out from ourmemo
riesnies but we cannot they weam thalliwand when wetre reflect upa cc fogfol
blesbJes our imperfections cd cawi
equities of various 6 vi
teerfeel avedowe do nolnot leelteel pigapleapleasantplessant iw
it god has conferred upon mid
greatest treasure and the greata

boondoon he could bestow upon the bh
manmart family but we have recenreedy
the treasure in earthen vessels I1
often do things we ought not to I1

andind leave undone things we algaigou
to do and how often have we gnelgnei
the spirit ofor god within usius hethelhe
done more for us than this heHO
placedlaced us here in his church
kingdom hebe has gathered us
gether hebe has organized us seasem
mging to the lawsjaws and order of the hlliz
priesthood he has united usko
wives and our wives to their bc
bands with an everlasting covinicoved
that cannot be broken butbui t
break it sometimes dont we J

has shown us howbow and in t
our wives may be united with uv
the eternities toth come and hovbot
may hauef our childrenchildre sealed in

and be one with us in timeimet atiart
eternity and has poured bledblesi
upon many of our heads that
exist while time shallahall last andi
nanityI1 ty anduendurere it waswils saisalsaidsaldd ofoff
that to his government andbrid do joh there should be na end 4
the same has been said ofofaamany moreworeivre andyesandanu jet we will 4

T

little things to separatepalatese usui from
god and from our brethren t
from our wives and our busil

ae

and brbreakeak up and rant and rwrealf
t

destroy until we hardly fc
it

whether it is us or somebodysome y
sometimes we hardly know mhd
Wwe are in the churchurell and kinglyK 1 iig 1

of god or notinotenotnol until in many insinsi
eesces the light within us beatbeanbecq
danknessdarknessdandarkness and then oh howheW greg
that darkness it is necessary
we should study wellweilweilandwellandand watch ithe path of our feet we are tra
laying the foundation for eten
and for no other purpose wah
here that we may receive boaWbog
thatthab in our bodies and spiritspirits
through them and through the jers of the priesthood and thee
I1astinglasting gopelgospel we may gain a ip
tioniont by and by among the gogwot1tthehe eternal worlds and with th
possess a glory and dominion 0authority power and exaltation
has hardly entered into oiloti r bl
to conceive of and yet wewebbfritter away ourout privileges fa
lightly the things of god diere
the counsels of god and the ppre
hoodbood of god and wander in byh
forbidden paths and loseioselosios sighigb

these great and glorious princyprincerm
that god has revealed for thee ash
tion of the humiahuman family b

ireIlereferringferring to the principleprincleePe of udate
i

we ought3 to be one we have 4
come upp quite frfrequently say t
legislative capacicapacity and otheaandabd our legislators and others eklekie

into certain measures but theaethe
pie10 will not be sufficiently
carrcarncarrithescarrycarnyithemthem out and there se

to be a spirit more or less
the deoppeopleI1a like1 this some ni1

brusquelybrustu and thoughtlesslythoughtless17 SK


