=

= i

=2 G

Sk < ek S AR AL T T e e N,

S Vo« s e D T AR T e

..-hh"p .f“. - l-’- il =

-
T L

‘H—-___'___"-—'_"‘-——-———h—-—._______,.—_____.__.___.

766

e

THE DESERET NEWS.

.

ih"‘" N .”_ﬂ-ﬁ__‘l,,ﬂ“b}\, i) T T

W i A

B - R L e e il

Dec. 16

»

( Continued from page 76.3.)

The necessity for such an addition to
the silver currency of the pation as is
compeiled by the silver coinage act 18
negatived by the fact that up to the
present time only about fiftys millions
of silver dollars 8o coined have actual-
ly found their way into circulation,
leaving more than $165,000,000 in pos-
session of the government,the custody
of which has entailed a considerable
expense for the construction of vaults
for its delllrrﬂsit. Against this latter
amount there are outstanding silver
certificates amounting to about 393,-
000,000, Every month $2,000,000 of gulr.l
in the public treasury are paid out for
$2,000,000 or more of silver dollars, to
be added to the idle mass already ac-
cumulated. If continued long enough
this operation will result in the sub-
stitution of silver for all the gold the
government owns, applicable to its
general purposes. It will not do to
rely upon the receipts of the govern-
ment to make good this decline of

old, because the gilver thus coined,

aving been made legal tender for all
debts and dues, public and private, at
times during the last six months 0S per
cent, of the receipts for duties have
been in silver or'silver certificates
while the average within that penﬂd
ha« been 20 percent.

The proportion of silver and its cer-
tificates received by the government
will probably increase as time goes on,
for the reason that the nearer the
period appreaches when it will be
obliged to “offer silver in payment of
its obligations, the greater induce-
ment there will be to hoard gold
against depreciation in the value ol
silver, or for the purpose of speculat-
ing. This hoarding of gold has alread
begun, When the time comes that all
the gold has been withdrawn from
circulation, then will be apparen’ the
diflerence between the real value of the
gilver dollars and a dollar in gold, and
the two coins will part company.

Gold being still the standard of value
and necessary in our dealings with
other countries, will then be at a pre-
mium over silver. Banks which have
substituted gold for the deposits of

their customers may pay them with
silver bought with suc Bﬁld thus
making handsome profits, Rich spe-

culators will sell their hoarded gold
to their neighbors, who need it to
liquidate their foreign debts, at a ruin-
ous premium over silver, and the Ja-
boring men and women of the land
the most defenseless of all, will find
that the dollar received for the wages
of their-toil has sadly shrunk in 1is
purchasing power,

[t mnay be said that the latter result
will be but temnporary, and that ulti-
mately the price of labor will be ad-
justed to the change; but even if this
takes place the wage-worker cannot
possibly gain, but must inevitably lose,
since the price he is compelled to pay
for his living, will not ouly be
measured in a coin heavily depreciated
and fluctuating and uncertain in its
value, but this uncertainty in the value
of the purcaasing medium will be made
the pretext for an advance in prices
beyond that justified by actual depre-
ciation.

The words uttered in 1834, by Daniel
Webster, in the Senate of the United
States, are true to-day: ‘‘The very
man of all others who has the deepest
interest in a sound currency, and who
suffers most by mischievous legislation
in money matters, is the man who
earns his daily bread by his daily toil.”’
Tne most distinguished adyocate of
bi-metallism, discussing our silver
coinage, has lately written: *“No
American citizen’s hand has yet felt

the sensation of cheapness, either
in receiving or expending the
Silver Act dollars,” and

those who live by lahor or legiti-
mate trade never will feel that sensa-
tion of cheapness. However plentifal
silver dollars may become, they will
not be distributed as gifts among the
people, and if the laboriug man shonld
receive four depreciated dollars where
he now receives but two, he will Kay
in the depreciated coin more than
double the price he now pays forall
the necessaries and comforts of life,
Those who do not fear any disastrous
consequences arising from the con-
tinued compulsory coinage of silver as
now directed by law, and who sup-
pose that the addition to the currency
of the cuuntrg intended as its result
will be a pu lic beneilt, are reminded
that history demonstrates that the
point is easily reached in the attempt
to float at the same tiune two sorts of
money of different ratios of Excellencf,
when the better will cease to be 1n
circulation. The hoarding of gold,
which has already taken place, indi-
cates that we shall not escape the
usual experience in such cases,
s0 if this silver coinage be continued
we may reasonably expect that gnld
and its equivalent will abandon the
tield of circulation to silver alone.
This of course must produce a severe
contraction of our circulating medium
instead of adding to it. It will not be
disputed that any attempt on the part
of the government to cause the circu-
lation of a silver dollar worth 86 cents
side by side with gold dollars worth 10
cents, even within the limit of legisla-
tion, does not run contrary to the laws
of trade., To be saccessful, it must be
seconded l}g the confidence of the
people that both coins will retain the
same purchasing power and be inter-
changeable at will,
sp-cial effort has been made by the
Secretary of the Treasury to limit the
amount of oarsilverjcoinincirculation;
but the fact that a large share of the
limited amount thus put out has soon
returned to the public treasury in pay-

etfect

the people do not now degire to keep
it in hand, and this, with the evident
disposition to hoard gold gives rise to
the suspicion that there already exists
a lack of confldence among the people
touching oar financial processes.
There is certainly not enough silver
now in circulation to cause uneasiness,
and the whole amount coined anud now
on hand might after a time be absorbed
by the people without apprehension;
but it is the ceaseless stream that
threatens to overflow the land, which
causes fear and wuncertainty. What
has thus far been submitted upon this
subject relates almost entirely to con-
siderations of a home nature, uccon-
nected with the bearing which the
policies of other nations have apon the
question; but it is perfectly apparent
that a line of action in regard to our
Currency cannot wisely be settled ap-
on or persisted in without considering
the attitude on the subject of other
countries with whom we maintain in-
terccurse through commerce,trade and
travel, _
An acknowledgment of thisis foundmn
the act by virtue of which our silver is
compulsorily coined. It provides that
the President shall invite the govern-
ments of the countries composing the
Latin Union, so ealled, and of such
other European nations as he may
deem advisable to join the United States
in a conference to adopt a common
ratio between gold and silver for the

purpose of establishing interna-
tionally the wuse of  Dbi-metallic
money, and securin-s  fixity of

relative value between these metals.
This conference absolutely failed and a
simi ar fate has awaited all subsequent
efforts in the same direction, and srill
we continue our coinage of silver ata
ratio different from that of any other
nation. The most yital part of the sil-
ver coinage act remains imperative and
unexecuted ; withont an ally or friend
we battle upon the silver field in an 1l-
logical and losing contest. Te Cgh*a full

to the design of Congress
on this s=ubject, 1| have made a
careful and  earnest endeavor
since the adjournment of last Congress.
To this end 1 delegated a gentleman
well instructed in fiscal science, to pro-
ceed to the financial centres of Europe
and in cm:liunction with our ministers
to England, France and Germany to ob-
tain a full knowledge of the attitude and
intent of these governiments respecting
the establishment of such international
ratio as would procure the free coinage
of both metals at the mints of those
countries and our own. By my direc-
tion our Consul-Geéneral st Paris has
given close attention to the proceedings
of the Congress of the lLatin Umon, in
order to . indicate our interests in
its objects and report its actions.
[t may be said, in brief, as the result of
these efforts, that the attitude of the
leading powers remains substantiailly
unchanged since the monetary confer-
ence of 1881, nor is it t0 be gquestioned
that the views of these governments
are in each instance separated by the
weight of public opinipon, The steps
thus taken have, therefore, only more
fully demonstrated the uselessness of
farther attempts at present (o arrive at
any agreement on the subject with other
nations. In the meantime we are ac-
cumulating silver coin, bhased upon our
own peculiar ratio, to such an extent
and assuming so heavyv a burden to be

provided for in any international
negotiations as  will render us
an undesirable party to any fu-

ture monetary conierenceof the nations.
[t is a significant fact that four of the
five countries composing the Lati
Union mentioned in our coinage act,
embarrassed with their silver currency,
have just completed an agreement
among themselves that no more silver
shall be coined by their governments
and that such as has slready been
coined and is in circulation shall be re-
deemed in gold by the country of its
coinage. The rt to this expedient
by these countries may well arrest the
attention of those who suppose that we
¢an succeed without a shock orinjury
in the attenwpt to circulate upon its
merits all the silver we may coin under
the provisions of our silver coinage act,
The condition in which our treasury
may be placed by & persistence in our
present course is a matter of cencern to
every patriotic citizen, who does not
desire his government to pay in silver
such of its ubhg‘i]ttiuna as shnuld be paid
in gold, mor should our condition be
such as to eblige us in a prudent
management of our affairs to dis
conunue the calling in and payment of
the interest-bearing oblizations which

beneht the continued

we have the right now ‘to dis-
charge, and thus aveid the pay-
ment of farther Iinterest thereon.

1he so-called debtor class for whose
compulsory

present need of the, people and satisfy
those who from sentiment wish to see
them in circulation and if their coinage
is snspended, they can be readily ob-
tained by those who desire them. If
the n of more i3 at any time ap-
varent their coinage may be resmmed.
Ihat disaster hasnotalready overtaken
us, furnishes no proof that Jdanger does
not wait upon a continuation of the
present silver coinage. We bave been
saved by the most careful mnanagement
and unusnal expedients, by a conui-
bination of fortunate conditions and by
a confident expectation that the coin-
merce of the government in regard to
silver coinage would be speedily
changed by the action of Congress.
Prosperity hesitates upon our threshold,
becanse of the dangers and un-
certainties surrounding this question.
Capital timidly shrinks from trade, and
investors are unwilling to take the
chance of the questivnable shape in
which their money will be returned to
them, while enterprise halts at the risk
aguinst which care and sagacious
management do not protest. As a
necessary consequence labor lacks em-
ployment and suffering and distress are
visited upon a portion of our fellow-
citizens, especially entitled to the care-
ful econsideration of those charg.d with
the duties of legislation. No interest
appeals to us so strongly for a safe and
stable currency as the vast army of the
unemployed. [ recommend ®he sus-
pension of the compulsory conage of
silver dollars directed by the law passed
in Febroary, 1878,

STEAMBOAP INSPECTION SERVICE,

The Steamboat Inspection service, on
the 30th day of June, 1885, wus voin-
posed of 140 persons, including officers,
clerks and messengers. The expense of
the service over the receipts were $138,-
822,27, . During the hscal year, the
special inspection of foreign vessels or-
ganized under Lhe law passed in 1882,
was maintained during the year at an
expense of $366,416.30. Bince the clos=e
of the fiscal year, redudgpions have been
made in the force employed, whieh will
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and one of infantry were sent last July

‘aborers and domestic violence there.

L

nation betwecn the scientificinguiries
which may prupu.:ri{I be assumed by the
government and those which should
be undecrtaken by (he State authori-
ries, or by individual enterprises.
It is hoped that the report of the on-
gressional Committee, heretofore ap-
pointed to investigate this and other
like matters, will aid in the accomplish-
ment of proper legislation on this sub-
ect.

] SECRETARY OF WAR'S REPORT,

The report of the SBecretary of War is
herewith supmitted, The attention of
Congress is mvited te the detailed ac-
count which it contains of the adminis-
tration of his departm_nt and his recomn-
mendations and suggestion s for the im-
provement of the service,

The army cansisted, at the dateot the
last consolidated returns. of 2154 ol

cers and 24,7056 enlisted men The ex-
peuses of the department for the fiscal
vear ending June 30. 1385, including
$13.164,394.60 for publiec works and river
and harbor improvements, were $45,-
850 909.54.

 Besides the troops which were dis

patched in pursuit of the small band of
Indians who lelt their reservation in
Arizona and committed murders and
outrages two J regiments ot cavalry

to the Indian Territory to prevent an
outbreak which seemed Thuminent,
They remained to aid, il necessary. in
the expulsion of intruders upon the res-
ervation who have caused tbe discon-
tent mong the Indians, but the execu-
tive proclamation warning them to re-

niove was uumphml with withont
interference,. Troops = were  also}
sent to Rocky Springs, in

Wyvoming Territory, after the mas-
sacre of the Chine~e there, to prevent
further disturbances, and afterwards to
Seatrle, in  Washington Territory, to
avert a threatened attack npon Chinese

In both cases the mere ~presence
of the troops had the de:l ed
effect. It appears that the nuu.ber

of desertions bave diminished, but that
during the last fiscal year they num-

resultin a saving during the current
year of $17,000, without aftecting the
efficiency of the service.

SANITARY MEASURES,

The Bupervising Surgeon-General re-
ports that during the fiscal year 41,714
patients have received relief through
the Marine hospital service, of whom
12,803 were treated in the hospitals and
28911 at the dispensaries. Active and
effective efforts have been made through
the medium of this service to protect
the country against an invasion of the
cholera, which has prevailed in Spain
and France, and the smallpox, which
recently broke outin Canada.

LIFE SAVING SBERVICE,

tended the operations 6f the hife-saving
service during the past fiscal year. The
ohservance of the provision of law re-
guiring the appointments of the force
employved in the service to be made
‘‘solely with reference to their fitness
and without reference to their political
or party &ffiliations,"” has secured the re-
sult which may be confidently expected
in_any branch of public Emilﬂyment*
where sach a rule is appliéd. As a
consequence, this service 13 composed
of men well qualified. for the
performance = of ~ their dangerous
and exceptionally iwmportant daties,
The number of stations in commission
at the close of the vear was 203, The
number of disasters to vessels and crafts |
of all kinds within their fields of action
was 371. The number of persons en-
dangered in such disasters was 2,439, of
whom 2,428 were saved and only eleven
lost. The other lives which were im-
perilled, though not by disasters to
shipping, were also r.scued, and a large
amount of property was saved through
the aid of tnis service. The cost of its
mai:at-enanca during 1he ) ear was $328,-
474.43.

THE COAST SURVEY,

The work of the Coast and Géodetic
Survey was, during the last fiscal year,
carried on within the boundaries and off
the coast of thirty-two States, two Ter-
ritories and the District of Columbia.
In July last, certain irregularities were
found to exist in the management of
this bureau, which led to & prompt in-
vestigation of its methods. The abuases
whicli” were brought to light by this
examination and reckless aisregard of
duty, and the interests of the govern-
ment d¢veloped on the part of some
of tho-s connectedewith the service,
made u change of superintendency and
a fex ot its other officers necessary.
Since the borean has been in new hands,
an introduction of economies and the
application of business methods have

. ; general court martial during the year
The most gratifying results have at-|ywas 2,328, and that 11,851 trials took

coinage of silver is insisted upon, are
not aishonest becanse they are in debt,
and they should not be suspected of a
desire to jeopardize the financial safety
ol the country, in orcer that they may
cancel their present debts by paying the
same in depreciated dollars, nor should
it be forgotten that it is not the rich
nor the money-lender alone, that must
submit to such a readjustmeunt en-
foreed by the government and
their debtors, = The pittance of the
widow and orphan and the incowes
of helpless openeficiaries of  «ll
kinds would be disastrously reduced.
The depositors, in savings banks and
other instituions which bhold in trust
the savings of the poor when their little
accumulations are scaled down to meet
the new order of things wonld in their
distress painfully realize the delusion of
the promise made to them that plenti-
ful money would improve their condi-

l

ment of duties, leads to the belief that

rroduced an iiuportant saving to the
government and a promise of more
useful results, This seryvice has uever
been regulated by anything but the
most indefinite legal enactinents and
the most unsatisfactory rules. 1t was
nany years ago sanctioned, apparently
for a purpose regarded as temporarv
and related to a survey of our coast.
Having gained a place in the appro-
priation made by Congress, it has
gradually taken to itsell powers
and objeets not  contemplated 1u
its ereation and extended its operafions
until 1t sadly needs legislative attention,
So far as a farther survey of our coass
s concerned, there seems to be a pro-
riety in transferring that work to the
gla?y Pepartment. The other duties
now in charge of this establishment, if
they ca not be profitably attached to
some existing department at avother
barveau, should be prosecuted under a

ditions. We have now on hand.all the.
silver dollars necessary to supply the

law exactly defining their scope and
purpose, and with a careful discrimi-

bered 2.927, and one nstance 1s given
by the Lientenant-General of six de-
sertions by the samelrecruit. [am con
vinced that this number of deser-
tions ean be much diminished
by better disciphme and treat-
ment, but the punishment should be
increased for - repeated offenses.
I'hese desertions might also be reduced
by lessening the term of the first enlist-
ment, thusallowing a discontented re-
cruit to contemplate a nearer discharge,
and the army a profitable riddance
after one term of service. A re-enlist-
ment would be quite apt to secure a
contented reeruit and a good soldier.

The acting Judge-Advocate General

-
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gradustes, and  yvet it s ot probah @
that there will be enougl vacancies o
provide posidons for them all wben the
leave the military sechool,

Under the prevailing law and usage
those not thus assigned to duty, neve
actively nter the militury service |&
is suggested that the law on this subjec:
be ebanged so that such of those youn g
nen as aré not at once assigned to dut
after graduation, may be retained «
secona lieutenants in the army if the
desire it, subject to assignment, whe
opportunity occurs, under proper rale-
as to priority of selection. The expend:
tures on account of the milirary
academv, for the last fiscal vear, exclu -
siveof the sum taken for its purposes
from appropriations fer the sup
port of the army, were $'00712.07,
The act approved Mareh 3d, 15535, de-
signed to compensate officers and en-
listed men for thedoss of private prop -
erty. while in the service of the Unitel
States, is 20 indefinite in its terms, an
apparently admits so many claim«, the
adjustnient of which could not have
been contemplated, that if it is to re-
main on the statute books it needd
amendmeént,

There should be a general law of
Congress prohibiting the construction
of bridges over navigable water ways in
such a manner gs to obstruct naviga-
tion, with provisions for preventing the
samne. It seems that under existing
statutes, the government cannot inter-
vene 10 prevent such a construction
when eutered upon without its consent,
though when such consent is asked and
granted upon such condition it is clear,
Thus; 1t is represented that while tho
officers of the govérnment are guardings
against the obstructions of navigation
ya rldg]a across the Mississippi River
at St. Paul, 4 large pier for a bridge has}
been built just below this place, direct)v
in the navigable channel of the river.
[f such things are to be permitted, o
stropg argument is presented against
the appropriation of large sums ef
money to improve the navigation of
this and other important highways of
coumuerce,
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THE XNAVY.

The report of the Secrétary of tha
Navy gives a history of the operations
of his deFartment and the present con-
gition of the work committed 10 his}f
charge. He details in full the coursaj
pursued by him to protect the rights of
the government 1n respeet to certain
vessels unfinished at the time of his ac-
cession to office and also concerning
the dispatch boat Dolphin clainred
to .be completed and waiting
the acceptanee of the Department.
No one can fail to see from the recital
contained in tnis report that only thaj
application of business principles has
been insisted upon in the treatment o

reports that the number of trials by

these subjects, and that whatever con-

place before garrison and regimental
courts wmartial. The suggestion that
probably more than one half of the

army have been tried for of-
fenses, great and small, in one
year, may well arrest attention.

Of course many of these trials before
garrison and regimental courts martial
were for offecnses almost frivolous, and
there should, I think, he a wav de-
vised to dispose of these in a morefjsum-
mary and less inconvenient mauner
than by court martial. If some of the
proceedings of courts martial which I
have had occasion to examine }:reaent
the 1deas of justice which generally pre-
vail in these tribunpals, I am satisfied
that they should be much reformed, if
the honor and the honesty of the army
and navy are by their instrumentality
to be vindicated and protected.

FORTIFICATIONS.

The board of fortifications or other
defenses appointed in pursuance of the
provisions of the aet of Congress ap-
proved March 3, 1885, willin a short
time present their report and it is boped
that this may greatly aid the legisiation
so necessary to remedy the present de-
fenseless condition of our sea coast.

SIGNAL SERVICE.

The work of the Signal Service has
been prosecuted during the last year
with the results of increasi g beuefit to
the coun'ry. The field of instruction
has been enlarged with a view of adding
to its usefulness, The number of sta-
tions in operationJune 30th 13385, was 489, |
Telegraphic reports are received daily
from HEJ stations. Reports are also re-
ceived from 75 Canadian stations, 375
volunteer observers, 52 army surgeons
at military posts and 333 foreign sta-
tions, The expense of the service during
the fiscal vear, after deducting the re-
ceipts from military telegraph liney,
fias $707,592.97-100. In view of the fact
referred to by the Secretary of War, that
the work of this service ordinarily is of
a scientific natare and the further fact
that it
constantly and becoming more and
more unsuited to fixed rules which
must govern the army, I am inclined
to agree with him in the opiniom that
it should be separately established, It
this is done. the scope and extent of its
operations sheuld,as nearly as possible,
pe definitely prescribed by law, and al-
ways capable of exact ascertainment.

MILITARY ACADEMY.

The Military Academy of West Point
is reported as being in a hi h state of
efficiency, and well equipped for the
satisfactory accomplishment of the pur-
poses of its maintenance. Thefact that
the class which graduates next year 1s
an unusually lage one, has constrained
ae to decline to make appointments 1o
second lieutenancies in the army from
civil Jife, so that such vacancies as exist
in these places may be reserved for such

|

exaction on the part of the Depar..

rcase a full performance is adjudged.}

s assuming larger proportions | PO

troversy bas arisen was caused by th

ment of contract obligations as the
were legally construed in the case ot}!
the Doiphin, with entire justice to the

centractor. An agreement has been}:
entered into prnvid_ing for the as
certa'nment, by a judicial inquiry.}

of the complete or partial compliance
with the contract in her construction
and further providing for the assess-
ment of any damages to which the
government may be entitled on accoun
of a partial failuore to perform such con
tract on the payment of the sum still
remaining unpald upon her price, in

The contractor, by reason of his failu: e

in business, being unable to completey
the other three vessels, they were taker
possession of by the government ic
their unfinished condition, under ¢
clanse in the contract permitting such

course and are now in process ¢f com
pletion in the yard of the con ractor
but under the supervision of the navy
departuent.
CUongress, in its last session, author
ized the eonstiruction of two additiona
new cruisers and two gun boats, at &
cost not exceeding in the aggrega
$2,095,000. The appropriation for thi
purpose having become availableon th
tirst day of July laxt, steps were at on
taken for the procurement of suck
plans for the constraction of the:
vessels as would be tikely to insu
their usefulness when completed. The
are of the utmostimportance, conside
ing the constant advance in the art

building vessels of this character, an
the time is not lest which is spent i
theircarefulconsideration and selectio
Ail must admit the importance of a
effective mavy to a nation like ours
baving such an extended sea coast
protect. Yet we have not a single ves
sel of war that could keep the se
against a first-class vessel of any i
portant power. Such a conditio
ought not longer to continue. The ng
cion that_cannot resist aggression

tonstantly” exposed to it. %ts foreigz
licy is of necessity weak and its né
gotiations are conducted with disa
vantage because it is not in condition
enforce the terms dictated by its sen
of right and justice,

[nspired as I am by the hope shared b
all patriotic citizens that the day is ndy
far distant when our navy will be sug}|
as befits our standing among the natiorj
of the earth, and rejoiced ut every sté
that leads in the direction of such
consummation, I deem it my dufy
especially direct the attention of Co
gress to the ciose of the report of tk
secretary of the Navy, in which the hh
miliating features of the preseut orgag
ization of this departiuent are exhibi-
and the startling abyses and waste
the present method are exposed. T}
conviction is forced upon us with t
certainty of mathematical demons!
Uon that before we proceed
ther in the restoration of

i
!
i
{

{
1

|

|
1
1
_1.’
|
4
|
1
|
1
|




