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the necessity for such an addition to
the silver currency of the nation as is
compelled by the silver coinage acuact Is

by the fact that up to the
presearesepresentme time only about millions
of silver dollars so coined have actual-
lylyfoungfound their way into circulation
leaving more than IM in pos-
session of the governagogovernmentvernm the custody
of which has entailed a considerable
expense for the construction of vaults
fortor its deposit against this latter
amount there are outstanding silver
certificates amounting to aboutevery month 21 of gold
in the public treasury are paid out for

1 or more of silver dollars to
bbe added to the idle massmaas already ac-
cumulated if continued long enough
this operation will result in the ssub-
stitutionution of silver for nilall the gold the
government owns appliedapplicableblebie to its
general purposes it will not do to
rely upon the receipts of the govern-
ment

overnfinelineto make good this decline of
roidgold because the silver thus coinedglodhavingabing been made legal tender for all
debts and dues public addarid private at
timestines during the last six monthsS 6853 per
cent of the receipts for duties have
been in silver or I1 silver certificates
while the average within that period
hacaha been 20 percent

the proportion of silver and its cer-
tificates received by the government
will probably increase as time goes on
lor thetile reason that the nearer the
period approaches when it will be
obliged to offer silver luti payment of
its obligations the greater induce-
ment there will be to hoardboard gold
against depreciation in the value of
silver or for the purpose of speculat-
ing this hoarding otof gold has already
begun when the time comes that all
the gold has been withdrawn from
circulation then will be apparentapparen tha
dilledifferencerence between thetherealreal value of the
silver dollars and a dollar in gold and
the two coins will part company

gold being still the standard of valtievalue
and necessary in our dealings with
other countries will then be at a pre-
mium

r
over silver banks which nlhave

substituted gold for the deposits of
their customers may pay them with
silver bouboughtht vwith suchpaipak gold thus
making handsome profits rich spe-
culatorscula tors will sell their hoarded gold
to their neighbors who need it to
liquidate their foreign debts at a rutn
ous premium over silver and the la-
boring

a
men and women of the land

the most defenseless of all will find
that the dollar received for the wages
of theirthein toiltoll has sadly shrunk in its
purchasing power

it may be said that the latter result
will be but temporary and that ulti-
mately the price of labor will be ad-
justed to the change but even if this
takes place the wage worker cannot
possiblybly gain butbat must inevitably lose
sincemince the price he is compelled to pay
for his living will not only be
measured in a coin heavily depreciated
and fluctuating and uncertain in its
value but this uncertainty in the value
ot the purchasing medium will be
the pretext for an advance in
beyond that justified by actual depre-
ciationciaclation

the words uttered in 1834 by
Webwebster in the senate of the united
states are true todayto day the very
mauman of all others who has the deepest
interest in a sound currency and who
suffers most by mischievous legislation
in money mattersmattert is the nianman who
earns his daily breaddread by his dallydaily toll
the most distinguished advocate of
bimetallismbi discussing our silver
coinage has lately written no
Arneaineamerican citizens handband has yet felt
the sensation of cheapness either
in receiving or expendingexoending the
silver act dollars 1 I and
those who live by labor or lelegiti-
mate

gitt
trade never will feel that sensa-

tion of cheapness however plentiful
silver dollars may become they will
not be distributed as gifts smonamodamong the
people and ifit the laboring man should
receive four depreciated dollars where
ilaha now receives but two he will pay
in the depreciated coin more than
double the price he now pays for all
the necessaries and comforts of life

those who do not ffearear any disastrous
consequences arising from the con-
tinued compulsory culnacoinagee of silver as
now directed bylawby law and who sup-
posepose that the addition to the currency
of the country lvtendedintended as its result
will be a public benebenefittitfit are reminded
that history demonstrates that the
point Is easily reached in thuthe attempt
to float at the same time two sorts of
money of different ratios of excellency
when the better will cease to be inin
circulation tilethe hoarding of01 goldgoia
which has already taken place indi-
cates that we shall not escape the
usual experience in such cases
solfso if this silver coinage be continued
we may reasonably expect that gold
and its equivalent will abandon the
neldheld of circulation to silver alone
this of course must produce a severe
contraction of our circulating mediumiminstead of adding to it it MRwill not bee
disputed that any attempt oncon the part
of the government to cause the circu-
lation of a silver dollar worth 86 cents
side by side with gold dollars worth 10
cents even within the limit of legisla-
tion does not run contrary to the laws
of trade to be successful it must be
seconded by the confidence of the
people that both coins will retain the
same purchasing power and be laterinter-
changeable at will

spspecialclaicial effort has been made by the
secretary of the T treasury to limit the
amount of oarour coincoln inn circulation
but the fact that a large share of the
limited amount thus put out has soon
returned to the public treasury in pay-
ment of duties leads to the belief that

the people do not now desire to keep
it in haudhand and this with the evident
disposition to hoard gold gives rise to
thethu suspicion that there already exists
a lack of confidence among the people
touchingsc our financial L eaes
therethera is certainly not enough silver
now in circulation to cause uneasiness
andanti the whole amount coined andaud now
on hand might after a time be absorbed
by the people without apprehension
but it lais the ceaseless stream that
threatens to overflow the land which
causes fear and uncertainty what
has thus far been submitted upon this
subject relates almost entirely to con

of a home nature mccon
necked with the bearing which the
policies of other nations have upon the
question but titjit is perfectly apparent
that a line of action in regard to our
currency cannot wisely be settled up-
on or persisted in without consideringconsiderincrin
the attitude on the subject of other
countries with whom we maintain in-
tercoursetercourseurse through commerce trade and
travelan acknowledgment of thistim is found in
the act by virtue of which our silver is
compulsorily coined it provides that
the president shall invite the govern-
ments of the countries composing the
latin union so called and of such
other euroeuropeanean nations as liehe mavmay
deem advisableAdvisadvisableatieaEle to join the united statesstates
in a conference to adopt a common
ratio between gold and silver for the
purpose of establishing interna-
tionallytionally the use of metallicbimetallicbi
money and securin fixity of
relative valuevaltie between these mmetalsatals
this conference absolutely failed and a
simi ar fate has awaited all suysuksubsequentsequent
efforts in the samegame direction and still
yenye continue our coinage of silver at a
ratio different from that of any other
nnationatlon the most vital part of the sil-
vervaer coinage act remains I1imperativein Lve landand
unexecuted without an ally or friend
we battle upon the silver field in an il-
logical and losing contest to give full
effect to the design of congress
on this subject I11 have made a
carecarefulfulfui aandna earnest eRdeavorendeavor
since the adjournment of last congress
to this end I1 delegated a gentleman
well instructed in fiscal science toitor prpro-
ceed

0
to the financial centresbentres of europe

and in conjunction with our ministers
to19 england francefranco and germany to ab
tain a ffulltill knowledge of the attitude and
intent of these governments respecting
the establishment ofat such international
ratio as would procureprocura the free coinage
of both metals atit the mintsmint of those
countries and our own by my direc-
tion our concur at paris has
given close attentionto ththeA proceedings
of the congress of the latin union in
order to indicate our interests in
its objects and report its actions
it may be said in brief asa the result oiof
these efforts that the attitude of tilethe
leading powers remains substantiality
unchanged since the monetary corefconfer-
ence

er
of 1881 nor is aittoit to beie questioned

that the views of these governments
are in each instance separated by the
weight of public opinion the stepsstepi
thus taken have therthereforeeforo only more
fully demonstrated thetile uselessuselessnessnesaness
furtherfarther attempts at present to0o arrive
any agreement on the subject with
nations in the meantime we areaceare ac-
cumulating silver coin based upon our
own peculiar ratio totb such an extent
and assuming so heavy a burden to be
provided for inin any ininternationalternational
negotiations as willmill render us
an undesirable party to any fu-
ture monetary conference of the nations
it is a significant fact that four of the
five countries composing the lati i1

union mentioned in our coinage act
embarrassed kithwith their silver currency
have just completed an agreement
among themselves that no momore silversliver
shall be coined by their governments
and that such 0aii has already bbeeneen
coined and is in circulation shall be re-
deemed in gold by the country of its
coinage the resortreport to this expedient
by these countriescountrys may well arrest the
attention of those who suppose that we
can succeed without a shock orbr injury
in the to circulate upon its
merits all the silver we may coin under
the provi lonsions of our silver coinage abtatt
the condition in which our treasury
may be placed by a persistence in our
present course is a matter of concern to
every patriotic citizen who does not
delredesire his government to pay in silversliver
such of its obligations as should be paid
in gold nonor should our condition be
such aaas to oblige us in a prudent
management of0 our affairs to dis-
continue the calling in and payment of
the interest bearing obligations which
we have the right now to dis

and thus avoid the pay-
ment of farther interest thereon
1I1 lelie so called debtor class for whose
benefit the continued compulsory
coinage of0 silver is insisted upon are
not disnisdishonesthonestbonest because they are in debtdeb
and they should not be suspected bf 1a
desire to jeopardize the financial safety
oi0 the country in orcen that they may
cancel their present debts bywayby payingpavinging the
amesime6 in depreciated dollardollars nor should
it be forgottenforgforaotte n that it is not the rich
nnrdr ahethebe monemoneymonermoneylenderleiderlender alone that must
submit to such a readjustment en-
forced by the government and
their debtors the pittance ofat the
widow and orphan and the incomes
of helpless beneficiaries of all
kinds would be disastrously reduced
the depositdepositorsorso in savings banks and
other which hold in trust
the savings of the poor when their little
accumulations are scaled down to meet
the new order of things would in their
distress plinpeinpainfullyfully realize the delusion of
the promise made to them that plenti-
ful money would improve their condi
editionsditions we have now on handallhand all he
silver dollars necessary to supply the

prpresentbesent need of the people and satisfy
those who from sentiment wish to beehpe
themem in circulation and if their coinage
is suspended they can be readily ob-
tained by those who delredesiredenire them if
limhid need of more is at any titimeinto ap
varent their coinage may be resumeresumed
that disaster haibaiha not already overtakenovertaken
uxuv ffurnishesa no proof that danger does
not wait dpnupon a continuation of the
prepresentent silver coinage weave have been
saved by tilethe most careful management
and unusual expedients by a com-
bination of fortfortunateun a te conditionsreconditions and by
a confident expectation that the com-
merce of the government in regard to
silver coinage would be speedilyb
changed by the action of cocongressrigress
prosperity hesitates upon our threshold
because of the dangers and un-
certainties surroundsurroundingdg this question
capital timidly shrinks fromfront trade and
investors breare unwilling to take the
chance of the questionable shape in
which their moneymoner will be returned to
efiem while enterprise halts at the risk
against which care and sagacious
management do not protest As a
necessary consequence labor lacksjacks em-
ploymentp 0 ent and suffering and distress are
visitevisited uponon a portion of our fellow
citizenscitizen esespecially entitled to the care-
fulfulcoconsiderationA e of those chargi d with
tilethe duties of legislation no interest
appeals to us so strongly for ax safe and
stable currency as thethi vast army of the
unemployed I1 recommend faheathe susus-
pension
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of the compulsory coinage of
silverilver dollars directed by the law passedgassed
in february 1878

steamboat inspection SERVICE

the steamboat inspection service on
the day of jupejuie pm18331835 was coill
posed of persons including officers
clerks andad messengers the of
the service over the receipts were

during the escal yearvear the
special inspection of foreign vessels or-
ganized under the jaw passed in 1882
was maintained during the year at an
expenseeapen of since the cloe
of the fiscal vearyearear redutons hhaveave been
made in thahethe force0 rodroc employed which will
result in a saving during the current
year of without affective the
efficiency of the service

I1the supervising surgeon gereral re-
ports that during the fiscal year 41
patients have received relief through
ihentheN1 henarineMarinelarine hospital service of whom

were treated in the hospitals and
at the dispensariesdispensaries active and

effective efforts have been made through
the medium of this service to protect
the country against an invasion of the
cholera which has prevailed in spain
and Frprarleefranceariceariee and the smallpox which
recently broke out in canada

LIFE SAVING SERVICE

the most gratifying results have at-
tended the operations of the lifesavinglife saving
service durinadudingduring the past fiscal year the
observance pof the provision ofbf law re-
quiring the appointments of the force
employed in the service to be maddmade

solely with reference to theirthein fitness
and without reference to their political
or party affiliation s has secured the re

may
in any branch of public employment
where such a rule is appappliedliefilef As a
consequence this service is composed
of men well qualified for the
Pperformancee of their dangerdangerousoil
anandd exceptionally important duties
the number of stations in commission
atit the close of the year was the
number of disasters to vessels and crafcraftsts
of all kinds within their fields of action
was the number of pepersonsesons en-
dangereddangered in such disasters was 2439 of
whom 2428 were saved and only eleven
lost the other ilveslivelivess which were irti
perperilpennibilledled though not by disasters ta9
shshippingppin were also r sched and a large
amount 0of property was saved through
the aid of thisanis service the cost of its
maintenance during the ear was

THE COAST SU KVET

ththe work of ththe coast and geodetic
survey was during the last fiscal year
carried onan within the boundaries and off

I1 theibehe coast of thirty two states two ter
ritoriesorles and the district of Columcolumbiabilibill
in july last certain irregularities were
found TOco exist in the management of
this bureau which led to a prompt in-
vestigationvesti gation ofbf its methods the abusesabases

were brought to10 light by this
examination and reekreckrecklesslesslegs disregard of
duty and the interests bf the govern-
mentmera I veloped on the part of some
of trioirion with the seserviceevlce
made a change of and

fefeeT w0 itt other officers netneinecessaryessary
since the liottotirliroufuau hasteenhasnas been annewin new hands
an introduction of economies and the
application of business methods have
produced an important saving to the
government and a promise of mare
useful results this service has never
been regulated by ailyattsanythingthing but the
mostroost indefinite legal enactments and
the most unsatisfactory rules it was
many years ago sanctioned apparently
forforau purpose regarded as temporary
and related to ait survey of our coast
having gained a place inin the appro-
priationpria tion made by congress it hashai
gradually taken to itself powers
and objects notdot contemplated initi
its creation and extended its operations
until it sadly needs legislative attention
so far asaas a ffurther survey of ouiour coacoastr
a concerned there seems to be a pro-

prietylety inin transferring that work to thewavynavy department ancthe other duties
now in charge of this establishment if
they ca not be profitably attached to
some existing department att another
bureau shouldshoula be prosecuted under a
law exactly defining their scope and

I1 purposee and with a careful

nation between the scientificfictic inquiries
which may properlyproproperlyperliperil be assumed by the
government and tthoseose which should
bobe undertaken byby theehg state authori-
ties or by individual enterprises
it is hoped that the report of the monvonw

committee heretofore ap-
pointed to investigate this and otheroilier
like matters will aid inthein the accomplish-
ment of proper lekilegilegislation on this sub-
ject

OF WARSwads REPORT

the report of the secretary of warwai I1h
herewith11brew 1ta submitted the attention of
congress is invited to the detailed ac-
count which it contains of the adminis-
tration of his demartindepartmentn t and his
menda ionstiona and suggestion b for tilillthee im-
provementppro ement of thetiie kerviceservice

the armayarray conni at thetile datdatert the
last consolidated returns of 21512161 oinoln
cers and enlisted men tilethe ex-
penses of the department for the fiscal
vear ending june 30 1885 including

for bublicpublic works and river
and harbor improvements were

bebesides the troops which were ddisI1
patchedavgidesed in pursuit of0 the small baud of
indiaindiansns who left their reservation inin
arizona and committed murders and
outragestrages atwoltwo regiments otat cavalry
and one of infantry were sent last july
to the indian territory to prevent inan
outbreak which seemed imminent
they remained to aid if necessaryfeces mryury in
the exexpulsion of intruders upon the rebres
er whowiio have caused the discon-
tent the indians but the execu-
tive warning themthum totorere
I1movelove whawaa colli pliedpiled with without
interference I1troopscoops were also
uitsentrit to rocky springs in
wyoming territory after the mas
ha re of the chinee there to prevent
further disturbances and afterwardsdb totu
seattieseattle in washington Territerritorymrywry to
avert a threatened attack noonaron
borers and doniedonledomestictic violence there

in both casescaes the mere presearesepresence
of the troops had the deidadel ed
effectessect it appears that the number

i of dedesertions have diminished but that
during the last fiscal year they num-
bered 20272927 and one uistancustanco n
by the lieutenant general of six de
sectionssert ions by the same recruit I1lamiamam con
vinced that thisthu number of deser-
tions can be much diminished
by better discipline and treat-
ment but the punishment should be
inereincreasedsed for repeated lensesoffensesof
these desertions might also be reduced
by lessening the term of the girstfirst enlist
mentomentament ththusus allowing a discontented re-
cruit to ccontemplate0 a nearer discharge
and the army a profitable riddance
after one term of service A re enlist
meriument would be finitemite apt to secure a
contented recruit and a good soldier

the acting judge advocate general
reports that the number ofvf trials by
general court martial during the year
was 2328 and that trials took
place booie garrisonkarrisonkarrlsonison and regimentalmental
courts martial the suggestion that
probably more than one half of the
army have been tried for of-
fenses great and small in one
year may well arrest attention

I1 of course many of these trials before
garrison and regimental courts martial

offenses almost frivolous and
there should J1 think be a mavdeway de-
vised to dispose of these in a
mary and less inconvenient mannermauner
than by court martial if some of the
proceedings of courtscourtl martial which I1
have had occasion to examine present
the ideas of justice which generally pre-
vail in these tribunals I1 arnain salissailssatisfiedfied
that they should be much reformed if
the honor and the honesty of the army
and navy are by their instrumentality
to be vindicated and protected

mortifications
the board of fortifications or other

defenses aappointedpolpoi anted in pursuance of the
provisions of the act of congress ap-
proved march 3 1885 will in a short
time present their report and it is hopedboded
that this mayinay greatly aid the legislationlegisaleghatlontion
so necessary to remedy the present de-
fenselessrenfenseless condition of our seaheais ea coast

1

SIGNAL service
the work of the signal service has

been prosecuted during the last year
with the results of creasiincreasein pg benefit to
the coucuucoubryurynry the field of instruction
has been enlarged with a view of adding
to itsita usefulness thothe number of sta-
tions in
telegraphic reports are received daily
from 1 stations reportsreefeeports arealre also re-
ceived from 75 canadian stations
volunteer obobserverseavers 5259 army surgeons
at military posts and foreign sta-
tions the expense of the service during
the year re-
ceipts from military telegraph line
niafianiasfias 2 97 looigo inn view of the fact
referred to by the secretary of asarwar that
the work of this service ordinarily is of
a scientific nature and the further fact
that 11llit isis assuming larger proportions
constantly and becoming more and
more suited to fixed rules which
must govern the army I1 am inclined
to agree with him in the opinion that
it should be separately established it
this is done the scopescope and extent of its
operations nearly as possible
be definitely prescribed by law and al
way scapabieble of exact ascertainment

MILITARY ACADEMY

the military academy of west point
is reported as being jilillm a high state of
efficiency and well equipped for the
satisfactory accomplishment of the pur-
poses of its maintenance the fact that
the class which graduates next year is
an unusually large one has constrained
meuio to decline to make appointmentsments to
second lieutenancieslieu tenancies in thetile army from
civil life so that such vacancies as exist
in these places may be reserved for such

gra ufuienie yetbetatll11 laim nitnit
that there will bu6 enough civaClea tl
provide dollsdoirs for all w uenhen they
leaseleave thetile military beliheli ool I1

under law and usageJ
those notpot thus aligned to dulyduty never
actively ritertiter thetile militarymihl try service lit
lais suggested that thetile law on
be changed so that such of those young
nienillen as areara not at once assigned to duty
after graduation may bubli retained usas
secondsecona lieutenants ininthethe army ifit they
desire it subject to assignment when
opportunity occurs under proper ralesmies 1

1asis to priority of selection the expendi-
tures onoil account of the mill ary
academy for the latlautla t fiscal year excykulkui
beof the sum taken for its purposes
fromfront appropriations frfer the buptsuptsupbup
port of the army were oiliTi

the act approved march ad 1865 dvde
signed to compensate officers and enienten
listedlifted men for thedoesthe loss of privatearn ate prop-
erly

prop-
erty while in the service of the unitedunito
states is so indefinite in its terms anari j
apparently admits so many claim thiltholmhd
adjustment of which could not havhayhavel
been contemplated that if it is to rire
main on the statute books it needa
amendment

there should be a general law of0congress prohibiting the construction
of bridgesbridge over navigable water ways inbif
such a11 manner asits to obstruct
tion with provisions for preventing thoithol
sanieume it that under exiexistingAlrig
statutes the government cannot inter
vene to prevent such a constructconstructionio
when entered upon without its conseconsent10

though whenhen such consent is asked adlarddarid
granted upon such condition it is clear

thus it isis represented that while thi
officers of the government are guardguardingdg

the obstructions of navnaynavigationigatlongation
y a bridge across the mississippi river

at st paulypanlpaul a large pier for a bridge hathaqha
been builtbulit just below this place directsdirectly
inlit the navigable channel of the
if such things are to be permitted 14a4
strong argument is presented against
the aDappropriation of large sums off
money to improve the navigation of0
this fuieolandd other important highwayshighway a 0
commerce

oiTHE NAVYXAVY i

the report of the secretary of ttheh
navy gives a history of the operations
of hishiihi 3 department and the present con-
dition of the work committed to10 hiihilhi
charge he details in full the course
pursued by himhiru to protect the rights ofol01

the government in respect to certain
velsveisvesselsvc ls unfinished at the time of his ac-
cession to office and alsoaiso concerning
the dispatch boat dolphin clainteireiledted
to be completed and waiting
the acceptance of the department
no one can fail to see from the recital
contained in this report that only thethoi
application of business principles hasha
been insisted upon in the treatment of0
these subjects and that whatever con-
troversytroversy alashas arisen was caused by thothe i
exaction on the part otat the despaiu
mentmerit otof contract obligations as thethey
were legally construeconstrued4 in the casecae at
the dolphin with entire justice to ththo

contractorcen tractor an agreement has been
entered into providing for the as
cncerta amentWilment by a judicial ininquiryulry
of the complete or com lancetancehancenance
with the contract in her construction
and farther providing for the assess-
mentment of any damages to which the
government mavmaymay be entitleden titled on account
of a partial failure tota perform such con-
tract on the payment of the sum still
iematemaremainingining unpaid upon her price inlit
baseacase a full performance is adjudged
the contractor by reason of0 his faifai
in business being unable to complete
the other three vessels they weree taken
possession of bytheby the government inux
their unfinished condition under a
clause in the contract permitting such a
courna and are now in process ofcf cormcorn

in the yard of thetho con
butbat under the supervision of the navnavy

congress in its last session author-
ized the construction of two additionadditionsaddi tionatlonaa
new cruisers and two gun boats at f
cost not exceeding in the aggregate

the appropriation for witpithl
ppurpose having become available on thtil
harst day of july last steps were at one
ttakenaken for tiiethe procurement of
plans forjor the construction of thes
vessels as would be likely to insult
their usefulness when completed theiathes
are of the utmost importance consider
ing the constant advance in the art 4Q
building vessels of this character aman
the time is not lost which is spent itn
their careful consideration and selection
ail must admit the importance of ata
effective navy to a nation like onoun
having such an extended sea coascosscoastt t
protectprotect yet we have not a single veveilelselsei of war that could keep the seilseitsea
against a first class vessel of any I1im

dowerpowerdoer such a condicondlconditiontio
ought notnol longer to continue thenthe nn
cion that cannot resist agaggression i

exposed to it itsts foreia
policy is of necessity weak and its rierifn

are conducted with desail
vantage because it is not irlill conditionbondi tion t
enforce the terms dictated by its sensonsenke
of right and justice

I1inspiredii as I1 am by the hope shared b
all patriDatripatrioticoticotle citizens that the day is noc
far distant when our navy will be luosuo
as befits ouiour standing among the nationatili
of the earth and rejoiced at every stste
that leads in the direction of suchauchh i

consummation I1 deem it my dutydaytI1
especially direct the attention of coico
gress to the mosedose of the report of0 ttl
secretaryecretarvary of the navy in which the nhifaiji

features ot the prepresentsent orgaorpa
of this department araree exhibits

and the startling abuses and waste Ti

lilelue present method are exposed ticonviction is forced upon us with ttti
certainty of mathematical demonetdemon str

dontionuon that before we proceed fofu
ther inIII thetho xestoresto raulonraYlon of


