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.32 a pound. A man with eyes in his
head and the business instinct of the
average American will see avenues for
profitable jnvestments of money and
iabor in every directfon, scon as
peace is restored in the jaland.

It seems a plty to take advantage
of the people’'s  misfortunes, but
many are the fine old cassa in Havana
and other clties which will be bought
for a song. These stately palaces of
inpoverighed grandeur with their mar-
ble floers and plllared corridors, and
inner court yards, thelr fountalns and
palm trees, are falrly begging for pur-
chasers, owing to the flnanclal distress
of their owners.

It. zoes particularly hard with the
proud hidalagos t0 have to sell thelr
property to the hated Yankees, who
are looked upon as a horde of greedy
shop-keepers., As If any nation under
the sun could be more greedy for gain
than Spain has shown herself since the
earliest days of the Conquest! Every-
where In Spanish-America you hear a
great deal about the invinclble valor of
8pain and the sordid character of the
Yankees. Their literature tells us that
Spanish patriotism 1s unconquerable
while North Americans love dollars
more than country, and that when the
lattar seeks to “meddle” In the affalra
of Cuba, lustrious Spain will teach
them a lesson In International man-
ners. A pamphlet, widely distributed
in Havana not long ago, furnished rich
reading to the few Americans who re-
malned in the city. It Baid that in the
event of the aforesald "meddling,” all
Europe would rush te the rescue of
8paln, “whose ever-glorious history
eonstitutes the grandest page In the
annals of the weorld."”” It reminds the
money-grasping Yankees that when It
comes to war, valor is a necessary ele-
ment, and that they must not think
they can fight Spain’s heroic soldiers
with dollars alone! Then the little book
goes on to glve the dencuement. It
describes the invaslon of Cuba by
American troops; recounts hattle after
.battle in which the Immense super-
lority of American numbers is always
overcome by the “invincible valor of
our {llustrious army." And finally af-
ter an unbroken chain of military tri-
umphs, for BSpalin, extending over a
series of months,and culminating In a
atunning defeat for the United States,
the Yankees humbly sue for peace, pay
Spaln a heavy Indemnlity, and with-
draw from the fsland with many
apologies, having learned that Spain is
unconquerable by reason of the superb
valor of her sona.

FANNIE BRIGHAM WARD.

BOXELDER STAKE CONFERENCE

The quarterly conference of the Box
Elder Stake of Zion was held In the
Tabernacle at Brigham City, on Sun-
day and Monday, Aprit 24th, and 25th.
The weather was most favorable and
there was a large attendance at the
meelings; eapecially was this naticeabie
at the Monday meetings, when the at-
tendance |3 sometimes small.

There were present on the atand dur-
ing the meetings. Elder Lorenzo Snow
and Elder Abraham 0. Woodruff, of the
Council of Apostles; Elder M. 8,
Moench of Ogden, Elder €, D. Fjeldsted
and the Btake authoritles. Elder Rud-
ger Ciawson, Stake president, presided,

Bunday morning Elder Clawson re-
ported the cendition of the Staks, and
Bpoke of the wonderful gvstem of or-
ganizatlong found |m the Church. He
sald that in Boxelder Stake there were
822 men bearing the higher priesthood,
and touched briefly on the subjects of
Babbath breaking, Word of Wisdom,
tithing and debt.

Elder Moench commended the Saints
for their beautlfu! Tabernacle, and re-
lated some Interesting experiences

where the Lord had blessed the faithful
tithe paver.

In the afternoon the general and
stake authoritiese were presented and
sustained by the vote of the conference.
Elder Snow then spoke of the prepara-
tion which each young man should
make, either as preachers of the Gaos-
pel or defenders of thelr country, that
God's blessings and protection may be
with them.

Blder Abraham O. Woodruff then de-
livered n discourse on the signs of the
times, and the necessity of having di-
vine authority to preach the Gospel and
administer in Its ordinances.

Monday morning the time was occu-
pled by Rlders Adolph Madsen, W. L.
Watking, C. D. Fjeldsted and Bishop
R. C. Jensen. Elder Madsen spoke on
Temple work, Elder Watkins on the
bleasings enjoyed by the Church and
Elder Fjeldsted of the degrees of glory
promised to the Saints and how they
could secure the highest, Bishop Jen-
son related some misslonary experi-
ences.

In the afternocon Elder 8now spoke of
the spiritual growth and the relation-

' ship existing between God, the Father,

and His ¢hildren on the earth.

Elder Chas. Kelly spoke of the love
manifested among the Baints, and of
the great events In the near future.

Elder Woodruff directed his remarks
to the young people and spoke of the
necessity of marrying within the
Church; also of the duties of parents
and children to each other.

The tabernacle choir under the dlree-
tion of Elder 8, N, Lee, rendered some
beautiful anthems and quartettes dur-
ing the conference.

At the close of the afternoon meeting,
Elder Fjeldsted met with the fifty-
eighth gquorum of Seventy and the va-
cancies in the presidency were fllled.
Brigham Wright, Nephl Anderson and
John H. Forsgren were chosen and sus-
tained for the positlon.

Thirty-a{x young men from this SBtake
are now ready to "go Into all the
world and preach the gospel.”

NEPHI ANDERSON,
Stake Clerk.

CALIFORNIA'S BiG D QUGHT.

A few waords about California by one
who has been favored to enjoy a cir-
cular tour down the coast from San
Francisco and return via the San
Joaguin Valley may Interest the
readers of the "News."

Comling down from the barren regions
of Nevada to the green and fertlle
slopes of the Sierras has always excited
the admiratlon of wieitors, and those
who have been fortunate enough to en-
Joy this experience have always looked
forward (o the leafy verdure and
orange bloasoms of the foothills of Cal-
ifornia; the transition is so sudden, and
the change so remarkable, that jt is
not easily forgotten.

Thls year is the exceptional one; a
mercliess drought prevalls from the
latitude of San Francisco south. North
of this region the fleids are greener, and
the aspect more agreeable to the eye.
A difference of nearly twenty Inches in
the annual rainfall in gnd about Ban
Francisco,will give an idea of the sllght
waterfall. Here In our valleys there ls
a difference of about three inches be-
tween 1857 and 1898; and we are dread-
ing the prospect, and for the firat time
in the memory of man there is no
water running down North Temple
street in the waste fiume on the first of
May.

Along the line of the ralirond thers
{s an absence of the usual rank growth;
the famous lily and other flowers are
seldom seen, the wheat flelds are thin,
the roads dusty, the cattle lean, water-
pools drying up and the sad visaged
farmers look as though they swould
rather have had a war with Spaln
than a drought, but they have hoth

calamities to face now and this {s
samething to be dreaded.

In San Francieco the eflects are not
80 marked; it looks as it usually does,
excepting that a few hard freezing
nights in January nipped the flowers
#znd retarded thelr growth. The ques-
tion as to where their hay is coming
from to feed thelr stock 18 the one
that |a worrylng them wvery much now;
already,a ahipment has been made
from Utah, and If the rallroad comes
to the rescue by reducing rates, a vast
ameount wlli be shipped from our north-
erh settlements, in fact, it 18 not saying
| too much when I assert that all gup
surplus hay, butter, wheat and othepr
Ipruducts will have a ready market In
Callfornia. This fact will affect our
Utah farmers materially.

Among the new features in and
around San Franeclseo, none is more {n-
teresting than a climb to the summit
of Mt. Tamalpals, located north of
San Francisco bay. It overlooks the
whole surrounding country for a great
distance. It costs one dollar and forty
cents to make the trip, which includes
a sail across the bay, passing the fort-
ress of Aleatraz to Bausalito, thence
to Mill valley, and up the mountaln on
a steep but good grade, whirllng and
twisting around knolls and proml-
nences,through canyona and eminences,
ever clilmbing upward and onward un-
tll a point near the aummit ie reached,
thence up an easy foot path to the top-
most peak, and nature’s map of ocean,
headland, bay, cities, forts, forests,
plajins and other features i3 spread
out before you. The elevation js 2,593
feat. Bhould a fog prevall, you can
can look upon a  blllowy o¢ean of
¢louda atretchlng in every direction—a
scene of unusual beauty.

Just now the war splrit I8 very ac-
tive In Callfornia; the quota of men
needed by the government i ready—
and mere, If necessary. Near all the
offices of the leading newspapern
crowds surround the builletins, eagerly
watching for nawa. Long sheets of
muslin, reaching from roof almeost to
the lower atory on rollers, are written
in plain reading, giving all the [atest
items. Many of the towns along the
const are without protéction, and if
one or two Spanlsh warships should
come up the coast, they could make
matters lively for a time, but shgould
the same vessels run out 'of coal they
would be helpleas logs. Coal is a more
potent factor to keep off warships than
cannon on the Paciflc shores north or
Mexico. ° Privateers mlght do consjd-
erable damage.

My road to southern Callfornia was
the coast llne raflroad and stage. Rail
to Surf, thence by stage 76 milea to
Banta Barbara. Execepting near Mon-
terey and Templeton drought holds
complete sway. The Sallnas river uaual-
ly a large one, contalne a few ribbons
of water, otherwise the bed is dry
where salmen and other seg-fish are
(rfa:lght in seasons of plenteous pain-
all. o

After passing through the long tunnel
at the head of the Salinas valley, you
emerge on the slopes of the coast range
still more dry than ever, San Luis
Oblspa, a ecity of considerable {import-
ance, is reached and from this point
sothward the rainfall decreases, all the
atream beds were nearly dry with but
few exceptions. The cattle that rpam
thege hills have been shipped away to
Nevada and northern California. The
Southern Pacifie railroad makes a ¢lean
cut of one half rate to enable the farm-
ers to move thelr stock away; hardly a
green s&pot Is seen, save and except
where a well is located or a tiny stream-
let runs to the ocean near by,

Many of the canyons through which
the stage line runs are very pleturesque
—on your Tight 0ld Ocenan is seen maost
of the way; the stage service s vary
good. Were it not for this speason of
drought I am inclined to helleve this gap




