[T

— .
—d R
Ao 4

=T W

cEKLY.

1T

Truth and Liberty.

L

No. 2s.

DISCOURSE
i t the Semi-Annual Confer-
Del::z(r:g’di: the Tabernacie Salt Lake
City, Tuescay morning. October s5:n,
1897, by
PRESIDENT JOSEPH F. SMITH.

[REPORTED BY ARTHUR WINTER.]

annot say that I feel in excellent

(:oln(‘l:ltlon to addroalsai tge 103;]!?12?:0%
ornin but it is deslr
;g:fulr; say ag'rew wordas, or read :-1l i%vtv
words, to you, as the Spirit may dir re:
Before entering, however, upon rlr(:gr B
marks, I, perhaps, should ma o
apology, for it is really not n.greea:tthe
with my feelings to diverge, in the
least, from the channel of the remaihis
which we have received during s
ol setn'lge an?orthtrl?:gl})l:’etihren
eaterday; ;
}ﬂ%edageei led on spiritual matt?hsé
and they have spoken to Uus, b?nany
Spirit, and have given unto u‘s s
very important truths, suggest ml’:t A
admonitions, and I would (lelig.":nm.ks
continue In the tenor of those re S
for the short ﬁ‘z:neitth‘:iit.ul brgage:'fgsg p
do not, y 7

Peuetl ll;-LpIresed that there is a duty resf_-
ing upon me which I will ende&\:n.
by the blessing of the Lord to per o,

I desirec ‘to remind the cOngreg? e

that we are comifnp.;ht: }tzsrclgi% owhlle

season O rear, i

lr'll;:irfyfrugf the people have pet hap‘ioa?dt
gathered as heavy crops as theysl (o
like to have gathered, and 12 e
may have gathered in the years llljeyQ'
¥et, taking our country, and \:a thz;f
as o whole, we are led to betlle\ui e
the harvests have been boun eho et
that the Lord has blessed ttﬁe s
this year, and has given tto o
bapdman excellent fruits orr S i
bors: apd it {s desirable that we i
refiect upon this matter for ]a e
sepson.In connection with this tho dg -
I will take the liberty to rear o2
¥ou a few of the written worda'lc:. vk
Gospel on temporal matters, whic .,
think apply to us iril our present comn
tio this time. '

Il:l irrllgw!:etr to n questlon, "O Lc:ll;g:.
show unto thy servants how Tthe
thou requirest of the propertifivn_?1 o
People for a tithing?' the
Bwered: |

“Verfly thus salth the Lorg. It rge
Quire all the surplus property cf; e
Put into the hands of the Bishop o mf
Church of Zlon, for the buildtngr o
Mine house, and for the laying oi e
Toundation of Zion and for the Pr esl-
hood, and for the debts of the Pr;]z:n
ency of my Church. And thlsfs
be the nlng of the tithing of my

O ~ who
Jbeople,  And after that, those who
ave thus been tithed shall pay ;)‘]rlue.
lenth of all thelr interest annually:
.pnd thls shall be a standlng m“tht::;d
them for.ever, for my Holy Pries o
3alth the Lord. Verlly I say unto you,
it shall come to pass, that all thhoaﬁ
¥ho gatl.er unto the land of Zion s ia.
be tithed of their surplus properties.
and shall gbeerve this law, or tt;gy
*hall pot be found worthy to ablde
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ou.
::n;roziﬂsl;le observe not this law, to
keep it holy, and by this law sanctify
the land of Zion unto me, that my
statutes and my judgments may be
kept thereon, that it may be most holy,
verily I say unto you, it shall not be a
land of Zion unto you, And this shall
be an ensample unto all the Stakes of
. Even 80. Amen. (Doec, and

ov., Sec. 119.)
cAgaln it is sald:

“Behold, now It Is called today until
the coming of the Sen of Man, and
verily it is a day of sacrifice and a day
tor the tithing of my people, for he
that is tithed shall nmot be burned at
His coming, for after teday cometh
the burning. This is speaking after
the manner of the Lord; for, verily I
gny, tomorrow all the proud and they
that do wickedly shall be as stubble,
and I will burn them up, for I am the
Lord of hosts, and I will ot spare any
that remain in Babylon. (Doe. and
Cov., Sec. 64, v. 23, 24)

I do not read the follo‘v[qg words
because I think they are entirely ap-

licable to the Latter-day Saints, nor
gecause I suppose for a moment that
there is mot a arge proportion of the
members of the Chureh of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints who have never
in their hearts even thought of rob-
l])ing God. But there are those among
us who, even tl]ough they may not
have thought seriously that they were
guilty of robbing God, they carelessly
and through thelr nepligence place
themselves in & position In which the
children of Israel found themselves
anciently when the Prophet uttered
these words agdinst them, and I pro-
pose to read them as they are, and let
them apply to Whomsoever they will,
and whoever are not guilty, of course,
will feel clear in their consciences to-
ward the Lord.

eThen shall the offering of Judah
and Jerusalem be pleasant unto the
Lord, as in the days of old, and as in
tormér years. And I will come near
to you to judgment: and I will be a
awift witness against the gorcerers,
and against the adulterers,and against
falge swearers, and against those that
oppress the hireling in his wages, the
widow, and the fatherless, and that
turn aside the stranger from his right,
and fear not me, salth the Lord of
hosts For I am the Lord, I change
not: therefore ¥e sons of Jacob are
not consumed, Even from the days
of your fathers ye are gone away from
mine ordinances. and have not kept
them. Return unto me, and I will re-
turn unto you, saith the Lord of hosts.
But ye sald, wherein shall we return?
will & man rob God? Yet ye have
robbed me. But ¥e say, Wherein have
we robbed thee? In tithes and offer-

Ye are cursed with a curse; for
mgsﬁu.ve robbhed me, even this whole
ye!.'ion Bring Ve all the tithes into
{l;:'e E‘l‘.-OI‘e house, that there may be
meat in mine house, and prove me now
herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I
will not open you the windows of
heaven, and pour you out a blessing,
that tﬁere shall not be room enough
to peceive it. And I will rebuke the

|
And I say unto you, if

devourer for your sakes, and he shall
not destroy the fruits of your ground;
neither shall your vine cast her fruit
before the time in the fleld, saith the
Lord of hosts. And all nations shall
call you blessed, for ye shall be a de-
lightsome land, saith the Lord of hosts.
Your words have been stout against
me, saith the Lord. Yet ye say, What
have we spoken so0 much against thee.
Ye have sald, It Is vain to serve God;
and what profit fs it that we have
kept his ordinance, and that we have
walked mournfully befere the Lord of
hosts? And now we call the proud hap-
Py, Yea, they that work wickedness
are sct up; yea, they that tempt God
are even dellvered. Then they that
feared the Lord spake often one to-an-
other, and the I.ord hearkened and
heard it, and a book of remembrance
was written before him. for them
that feared the Lord, and that thought
upon HIis name. And they shall be
mine, safth the Lord of hosts in that
day when I make up my Jewels; and T
will spare them, as a man spareth his
own son that serveth him. Then shalt
¥e return, and discern hetween the
righteous and the wicked, hetween him
that serveth God and him that serveth
him not.” (Mal. 11}, 4-18.)

Now I want to read another Ifttle
passage of Scripture. It Is ancient,
however, hut {t has an application;
and If T read it. you who hear it wil]
be able to make the application, pos-
sibly, to suit yourselves., or to sulit
your nelghbors. Rather let us make
the application to ourselves, each of
us, and let cach of our nelghbors do
the same.

""And as soon as the commandment |
came abroad, the children of Israel
brought, in abundance, the first fruits
of corn, wine and oil and honey and
of all the increase of the fleld, and
the tithe of all things brought they in
abundance. And concerning the ehil-
dren of Israel and Judah, that dwelt
In the cities of Judah,they also brought
in the tithe of oxen and sheep, anpd
the tithe of holy things which were
consecrated unto the Lord their God,
and laid them by heaps. In the third
month they began to lay the founda-
tion of the heaps, and fin!shed them
In the geventh manth. And when
Hezekiah and the princes came and
saw the heaps, theY blessed the Lord
and His people Israel. Then Hezekiah
questioned with the Priests and the
Levites concerning the heaps; and
Azariah, the chlef priest of the house
of Zadock, answered him and said,
‘Bince the people hegan to bring the
offerings into the house of the Lord
we have had enough to eat, and have
left plenty, for the Lord hath blessed
His people, and that which is left 1s
this preat store.” Then Hezekiah
commanded to prepare chambers In
the house of the Lord, and they pre-
pared them.” (2 Chronicles xxxi: 5-11.)

No doubt, a pood deal more could be
read from the Scriptures in relation to
this principle of tithing, which God has
revealed to us In this dispensation, and
which He requires at our hands, that
we may sanctify, by obedience to Hia
law, this jand that it may become in- .



