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I1 HAVE a little temporal Mmatteratter
which I1 wish to lay before the
brethren somesomethingthing pertaining to
our work here for the benefit of the
inhabitants of this valley and other
places it is concerning this rail-
road I1 wish to speak of this to-
dayd wowe should pass it over pro-
bablybabariy I1if it were left till tomotomorrowto momorrowarow
I1 wish the brethren to take into
confideconsiderationIration the benefits that are
now and which will be derived by
the building of this railroad
another item I1 wish to lay before
the brethren is the putting a road
through what is called bear river
kanyon this side of cottonwood
where the railroad will go if this
could be crowded through I1 am
told it would bebb a saving of about
fifteen miles of travel and climbing
some very severe points of the
mountains if the brethren will
take hold under thetile direction of
some one who may be appointed or
who is already appointed of the
grading of the road it would be
quite an accommodationaccommodation to the
travel from here to soda springsgot the railroad graded as far and
as fast as possible to carry us onwe would like very much to hold
some meetings northand we would
rather get into a car and go where
we wish than to be traveling along
through the dust day after daacon

we wish to hurry up thistills
matter as speedily as possible the
arrangements will be entered into
by those who havehavo the railroad in
charge but I1 thought I1 would ask
the brethren inasmuch as they wish
to travel north occasionally to do
themselves and the rest of us the
kindness to get a ride upon ja pretty
good track we wish to go to bear
lake Valle into rich county
but how shall we go I1 underunderstandstand
that this road up the logan is im-
passable and that the dugray road
Isis very bad we have some settle-
ments already on the soda springs
route and shall probably hagemorehavhaveemorejnore
and if we could have the
tion of traveling nnon a pretty fair
level road we should be very thank-
ful I1 shall leave this and other
matters with you but I1 would urge
the necessity of building the rail-
road as far north as the iron can be
obtained I1 understand there is
enough now coming to go from here
to franklin and perhaps a few
milosmiles beyond when this is
completed the traveling and
freighting0 to the north will pro-
bably ggo0 over this line and the
business of tiiethe people here will
be increased and the value of the
property will be enhanced andtonand you
will advance in proportion to the
abundance of your improvement

another item which I1 wish to
urge upon the people is the building
of this meeting house we have
a bowery here which is very com-
fortablefortable to meet in this warm wea-
ther but when it is windy stormy
cold or wet the people should cer-
tainly have a house to meet in in-
stead of being out of doorsdoom this
of course will require labor if Wwe
were to go into details with regard
to labor I1 think we could show very
clearly that the time that is given
to us here is not altogether well
spent we might makemakoMakeako a great
many improvements to benefit our
selves and be none the poorer but
it would increase our wealth I1
think this isis apparent to every re-
flectingting mind every improve-
ment that we make not only adds
to our comfort but to our wealth I1
wish the brethren to consider this
not that I1 wish to take anything
from the minds of the people of the
good things that we have heard
bincesince we have been together and
especially from brother taylor who
has just spoken I1 would not like
to take a thought or reflection from
th deminds of the people concern-
ing these good things pertaining to
motheto the kingdom of god0 but recol-
lect that brother taylor in his re-
marks brought the spiritual and
the temporal together they al-
ways have been and always will be
together and by our labor we show
to the heavens that we are willing
and obedient servants and hand
maids this gives us a claim to
the blessings which our father in
heaven delights to bestow upon the
faithful by our works our faith is
made manifest and by them shall
wowe be Jjudgedud ed and jjustified or con-
demned aenrenthen letlot our works be
suehsuch as will justify us and tend to

the building up of the kingdom of
heaven upon the earth if we do
this brethren and sisters wowe shall
prosper and increase

we were talking yesterday about
the blessings of the people it ap-
pears to me that they have little
idea of the blessings which are in
their possession still I1 am sensi-
ble that a great many realize and are
very thankful for them and they
wish to improve their time to the
best advantage but take us as a
people and how guangegrange is the course
we pursue how inconsistent incon-
sideratesi and vain are the acts of the
elders of israel Is this the factyes cooperationoperationco was referred to by
br the man or woman wlwho1 0
I190isiso opposedp ased to this is opposed to god
so ssaidsaldald brother taylor I1 say that
they who are opposed to co opera
tion are opposed to heaven to their
own welfare to the welfare of their
neighbors to truth and to every-
thingtil ing that is good the least
thought or act of an individual who
is or can be called a saint that millmili-
tates amagainstga lustjust a oneness of feeling
and action among the saints is op-
posed to everything that is heaven-
ly and good we do not wish to
operatecooperateco in mercantile affairs on-
ly but we wish to bring the minds
of the people to consider the bene-
fit of uniting and laboring togeth-
er to make this long and strong
pull all together of which brother
taylor spoke this is an expression
that brother JosephSmith frequent
ly used concerning tilethe oneness of
tilethe people if thetile latter day saints
were to take a course to alienate
their fellowship and feelings one
from another each one saying
this is my pile and I1 am working

to increase it we should then be
in the I1positiontion referred to by bro
franklin D ichardsrichardsIt this morn-
ing of the man who said that
all the world belonged to the
lord excepting the little piece
of land he had bought and
paid for how inconsiderate
inconsistent and unwise is such a
course as this if we are not one
we are not the lords we can not
do his will nor be his disciples un-
less wowe are one we must have the
same faith and feelings for the
building up of the kingdom of god
and for thetile salvation of ourselves
and others jointly together or we
shall fail in our attempts to accom-
plish the work which the lord has
given us to do wowe should consid-
er all these matters now take
hold with union audand bring the
rock lumber andallandaliand allali other material
that is necessary and let the me-
chanics go to worworkI1 and put up this
meeting house

I1 do not know who has charge
of thothe building of this store here
but I1 am very sorry it does not
loom up a littlee faster I1 would
like to see this store finished the
meeting house built the rallzailrailroadroad
completed throughI1 h here ourdur reads
built through trettethe mountains I1
would like to see your farms fenced
up and to see good buildings in
this and other towns improve-
ment belongs to the spirit and plan
of the heavens to improvein our
minds to increase in wisdom
knowlego and understanding to
gather every item of knowledge
that we can in mechanism and tuin
science oleveryofevery description respect-
inginc the earth tile object of the or-
ganizationgAizationlon of tiietho earth the hea-
vens the heavenly bodies all this
is otof heaven it is from god but
when a person or a people begin to
dwindle to lessen landand to take the
downward course they are going
from heaven and heavenly thingsyou have seen this illusillustratedtrafeated in
those who leave this church you
have known men who while in the
church were active quick and full
of lutellisintelligenceence but after they have
left the hrcchurch they have become
contracted in their understandings
they have become darkened in
their mindsmindi and everything has
become a mystery to them and in
regard to the things of god they
have become like the rest of the
world who think hope and pray
that such and such things may be
so but they do not know
the least about it this is precisely
the position of those whowile leave this
church they go into the dark they
are not able to judge conceive or
comprehend things as they are
they are like the drunken man heha
thinks that everybody is the worse
for liquor but himself and he is the
only sober man in the neighbor-
hood the apostates think that
everybody but themselves

follow the spirit of improvement
and labor all the capital there is
upon theearth is the bone and sinew
of working men and women were
it not for that thethi goldanagoldand the sil-
ver and the prepreciousclouscious stones would

remain in the mountains upon thetho
plains and in the valleys and never
would be gathered or brought into
use the timber would continue to
growrow but none of it would be6broughtrought into service and the earth
would remaremaininaslaasas it Is but it is the
activity and labor of the inhabi-
tants of the earth that bring forth
the wealth labor builds our
meeting houses temples court
houses fine halls for music and fine
school houses it is labor that
teaches our children and makes
them acquainted with the various
branches of education that makes
them proficient in their own lan-
guage anuanuana in other languages and
in every branch of knowledge un-
derstoodderstood by the children of men
and all this enhances tilethe wealth
and the glory and the comfort of
any people on the earth but take
the other course ad they become
like our savages they soon forget
what they have learned have no
taste for acquiring knowledge and
lose all their ambition and desiredesire
for improvement for instance
look at the jewish nation here
are the tribe of judah in our midst
do you ever recollect any of them
building a house think of it
look around now and try if you can
find any of the sons judahof so lost
to themselves as to be guilty of
making any improvements I1 speak
ironically they will bring some-
thing to you and sell it to you and
get your money if they can for
they are every one of them mer-
chants but can you find one of
them that tills an acre of ground
search the world over and you
will find but few jewish agri
culturists although there are mil-
lions of jews scattered through
the earth and many of them
occupying important positions in
the learned world but they are not
producers they ameare all consumers
the landlaud of judea has fallen into
disrepute and it has become a des-
ert just through the apostasyapostacy of
those who once inhabited it who
had the oracles of god among
them this is the fact let the
latter day saints neglect their la-
bor and they will soon find that
they are declining in their feelings
tastes and judgmentnt for improvingimp roving
the elements of the earth hence we
say improve be industrious pru-
dent faithful make good farms
ggardensardens and orchards good public
aandnd private buildings have the
best schools ac the world give
us the credit of being the most in-
dustriousdust rious people on the face of the
earth they say that tilethe latter day
saintsmints in utah have done more
than any other people ever
were known to do in thetile same time
it Is the little union that we have
in our midst that has given this
impetus to our prosperity but we
have noe enough union we have
not enough of the spirit of im-
provementpro us you will
see men occasionally here who so
far as the spirit of improvement
goes are like some old MormonMormons41
who lived inthein the daysdaya of joseph
that is their bodies breathe and
they move and have a being but
they died when joseph died there
has been no spirit of progress o im
pro in them sinsincee As far
as regards gathering and organizing
the elements and making the earth
beautiful these old 11 mormonscormonsMormons
ilarebare nona taste for it and they see
nothing hear nothing and know
nothing only theytiley knew joseph
say they glohoh I1 was acquainted
with joseph 1tI knew brother
joseph ask themthera carecaroareIAre you go-
ing to build a house well I1
ddont0nt know I1 dont know as I1 care
anything about having any better
house Wellweil but your house is full
of bed bugs 1I know it is pretty
bad but still it is as good as I1 simkru
and I1 dont think I1 shall try to
build they died whwhenen joseph
died

I1 heard it mentioned here I1
think this indrning that we all
knew the character of the latter
day saints and thothe difficulties and
persecutions they have passed
thithroughough it came litomyinto nay
that moment toasato ask tills congrega-
tion how many of them knewknow
joseph smith the prophet just to
show what mormonism has ac-
complishedcomplished inift twenty eight years
I1 believe I1 will do myself the favor
and gratify myself so far as to ask
those of my brethren and sisters
now prepresentent who were personally
acquainted with joseph smith to
raise their right hands A very
fefew hands up therothere is a few but
very few not above one to twenty
and perhapsperbas not more than one to
fifty 1inI tgthiss congregation who ever
saw joseph smith now if
I1 wore to ask thothe bossboys
and girls and theallthe allail young folks

present although your sunday
schools are not here who were
born in these valleys to raise their
right hands I1 will venture to say
that wowe should find that more than
half this congregation have been
born in these mountains what
do they know about what wowe pass-
ed through in illinois missouri
kirtland or new york state I1
will giveivelve you one item I1 lived
eloclocloselobysobyby where these plates were
found I1 knewknow that joseph found
them from outward circumstances
that transpired at the time I1
shall not take time to relate iutbutlut a
little of the delicate kind benevo-
lent christianghristian likeilke I1 will say anti
godlike feelings of the priests and
of the people who professed christ-
ianity at the time that joseph or-
ganizedganized this church the very
first thing that was circulated was
this did you hear that joeyoe smith
and his followers got together last
night blew out tilethe light stripped
themselves stark naked and there
they had the holy roll this was
the story started by the priests in
the neighborhood where the plates
were found in the branch where
I1 lived we had not met together
three times before our belobeiobelovedved
kind anti godlike baptist priests
and people declared that we made
ila practice of meeting together
stripping stark naked and there

holy roll A great
many of jouyou do not understand
this term it came from the shak-
ing quakers I1 shall not attempt
to relate merethehere thetho conduct attribut-
ed to them but from that sprang
the peculiarpecullar phrase I1 have men-
tioned in yourtour hearing this after-
noon in a very short time we
were all thieves in the estimation
of our so called christian neighbors
said the priest to Aa beloved sister

sister did you hear of suchsueh a
man he was a member of our
church aa few daysdaya since but hebe has
joined old joe smith joseph
was then twenty one or twenty
two years of age hutbut it was old
joe smith sister did you hear
that such a brother stole a lot of
chickens last night says the
sister no can it be possiblebleV

well they say so says the priest
and hebe himself had fabricated the
entire story this sister would tell
it to another and it would go all
through the neighborhood that
such a mancho only a few days be-
fore had been considered by them
as good a brother as they had in
their church had become a chick-
en thief but you cannot mention
any crime that this people called
latter day saints have not been
accused of committing by their so
called christian neighbors and

i these stories would generally com-
mence by the priests whispering
to some sister diadladid you hear of
such and such a thing that
was enough all that was vanwanwantedted
it became a solemn fact by the
time it passed the third mouth
now what do the great majority
of saints know of these things

I1 nothing dorthey have been born
since our arrival here I1 need
not relate much of my experience
iiiin this work although I1 have had
a pretty large one but it is not
particularlylaray profitable tometomoto me or to
anybodyY eelseeise1so to relate it some-
times it is very well to relate cir-
cumstancescumstances that have transpired
to show to the rising generation
what we have passed through and
what we have had to contney
with

now if the brethren will take
hold and perform thothe labors devol-
ving upon them they shall be blebiebless-
ed

s
in them theytiley will increase in

health and in wealth the lord
will bless the people in proportion
as they bless themselves if they
aroarere faithful in folfoifollowingloNIng every re-
quirementquirement they will be blebieblessedsied in14
their families and nono other people
on the earth thattha iveivowe know any-
thing about ardaudarmare blessed in their
families and posterity as the lat
ter day saints are now visit
town after town in this territory
and ietlet the saints turn out their
children neat and clean and what
can be said of them the lord
blesses them in their families let
them drive up their flocks and
what will bobe said of them the
lord blesses their klocksinflockflockssinin their
folds seesoo them upon the plains
they are blessed there more than
any other people then look at
their harvests and theirgardens and
orchards and they are blessed
therein more than any people wo
know anything about they arc
blessed in everything they put
their hand to tilethe climate of
these valleys liasbas been modified and
mollified1 for their sakes when
we first came here neither anaddari apappiopioplo
nor an ear of wheat could have

been raised in this valley but is
there a finer valley than this now
in these mountains nojno Is there
a finer place for people to live in on
this continent no there ignotIs not

if the people take a course to
bring the blessings of heaven upon
them they will increase in every-
thing if they refuse obedience totd
the holy priesthood they will dwin-
dle and go into unbelief and apos
tacy they will be contracted in
their views and feelings the fruit
trees will begin to refuse to bear
fruit our flocks will begin to refuse
their increase and our fields will
refuse to bring forth their crops I1
will just make this statement with
regard to the country the plates
were taken from from which the
book of mormon waswas translated I1
have helped to harvest wheat there
that yielded fifty bushels to the
acre or from twenty five to sixty
bushels for thirty years past
they have not raised twenty
bushels to the acre for twenty
years past they have not raised fif-
teen bushels to the acrescreandand noynov in
that country which ence was not
surpassed by any portion of the
globe for raising fruit and wheat
not an apple is raised without a
worm in the centre they havehaven
beensonbeen so for twenty or thirty yearsyeara
their apples aregoodare good for nothing
sendsaud them to england as they did
forty or fifty years ago and they
are not marketable they will bear
no price in comparison to good
fruit five to ten bushels of wheat
to an acre now their peaches
havehav egonegone their apples have gone
their plums and their pears have
ganeane aniland that land eventually uilun-
lessfess this government andabild the peo-
ple of the government take Aa dimerdiffer
ent course towards the gospel that
thetile lord has revealed in the latter
days will become desolate forimforli
and forsaken that is the countrycoli I1
was brought up in and with regard
te its products I1 know about as
much as any man that lives

now brethren and sisters if we
wish the blessings of heaven upon
us let us be faithful to our cove-
nants and callings faithful in pay-
ing tithing in kekeepingraping the word of
wisdom and in building temples
the tithing is forthefor the building of
temples suppose we build thisthia
meeting house here with tithing
if the people will give us one tenth
partPart of that which Is due oniOBI their
tithingthingti we shall have all we
need to build their meeting houses
schoolhousesschool houses and temples this
may seem shangestrange to some and
perhaps I1 lookjook at tithing lerentdifferentdlfdif
from others and consIconsiderderththe0 lawolaw off
tithing different from what others
would look at and construe the
meaning of the words concerning
the tithing that the lord requires
in the latteriatter days I1 will sum it
up and tell yyouu what my views
are here is a character a man
that god has created organizedorganiced
fashioned and made every part and
particle of my system from the top
of my head to the soles of my feet
has been produced by my father in
heaven and he requires onoone tenth
part of my brain heart
cle sinew flesh bone and of my
whole system for the building ofor
tewfewtemplesI1lesies for the ministry i for sus-
taining missionaries and mission-
aries families for feeding the poor
the aged the halt and blindlind and
for gathering them home from the
nations and taking care of them af-
ter they are gathered he has
said my son devote one tenth of
yourself to the good and whole-
some work of taking care of yourjour
fellow beings preaching the gos
pelpeiel bringing people into the king
alomom lay your plans to take care of
those who can not take care of
themselves direct the labors of
those who are able to labor and
one tenth part is all sufficient if it
isis devoted properly carefully and
4judiciously for the advancement of
my kingdom on the earth

what little wealth I1 have got I1
have obtained since I1 havohavo
been in this church what I1
had when I1 came into the
church I1 gave away to my friends
I1 had no family except two chil-
dren I1 can hardly say that either
for when I1 came into the church I1
had a wife but in a very few
months after I1 was baptized I1 lost
her and bheshe left me two little girls
I1 gave awnyaway what I1 hadadd I1 itaratar
ted to preach the gospel I1 waswaa
obliged to do it for I1 felt as though
my bones would ibonconsumesume withie
me if I1 didiotdid nobnot consequentlyI1 de-
do

do-
dodevotedvoted my timotime to preach ingtig I1
travelled tolledtoiled labored alidand preach-
ed continually my own brother jo-
seph

jo-
eph and myself were together a
good deal ortheof the time until we went9to kirtland to see the prophet andhd
the next yearsear up this is


