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DISCOURSE

By PRESIDENT BRIGHAM
YOUNG@G, Delivered in the Bow-
ery, Logan City, Saturday After-
noon, June 28, 1873.

REPORTED BY DAVID W, EVANS,

I HAVE a little temporal matter
which I wish to lay before the
brethren—something pertaining to
our work here for the benefit of the
inhabitants of this valley and other
places. It is concerning this rail-
road. I wish to speak of this to-
day. We should pass it over, pro-
bably, if it were left till to-morrow.
I wish the brethren to take into
considaération the benefits that are
now and which will be deiived by
the building of this railroa
Another item I wish to lay before
the brethren is the putting a road
through what is called Bear River
Kanyon, this side of Cottonwood,
where the railroad will go. If this
could be crowded through, I am
told it would be a saving of about
fifteen miles of travel and climbing
some very severe poiunts of the
mountains. If the brethren will
take hold, under the direction of
some one who may be appointed or
who is already appointed, of the
grading of the road, it would be
quite an accommodation to the
travel from here to Soda Springs.
Get the railroad graded as fgr and
as fast as Emsaib]ﬂ to carry uson.
We would like very much to hold
some meetings north,and we would
rather %ﬂt into a car and go where
we wish than to be traveling along
through the dust day after day,con-
sequently we wish to hurry up this
matter as Bpeedilf as possible. The
arrangements will be entered into
by those who have the railroad in
charge, but I thought I would ask
the brethren,inasmuch asthey wish
to travel north, occasionally, to do
themselves and the rest of us the
kindness to get a ride upon a pretty
ood track. We wish to go to Bear
ake Valley,over into Rich County,
but how shall we go? 1 understand
that this road up the Logan is im-
fmﬂaable, and that the dugway road
s very bad. We have some settle-
ments already on the Soda Springs
reut,e and shall probably have more,
and if we could have the accomoda-
tion of traveling on a pretty fair
level road we should be very thank-
ful. I shall leave this and other
matters with you, but I would urge
the necessity of building the rail-
road as far north as the iron can be
obtained. I understand there is
enough now comiug to go from here
to Franklin, and perhaps a few
miles beyond. When this is
completed, the traveling and
freighting to the north will pro-
bably go over this line, and the
business of the people here will
be increased and the value of the
pm{)ert;y will be enhanced, and you
will advance in proportion to the
abundance of your improvement.
Another item which I wish to
urge upon the people is the building
of this meeting house. We have
a bowery here, which is very com-
fortable to meet in this warm wea-
ther, but when it is windy, stormy,
cold or wet the people should cer-
tainly have a house to meet in in-
stead of being out of doors. This,
of course, will require labor. 1If we
were to go into details with regard
to labor I think we could show very
clearly that the time that is given
to us here .is not altogether well
spent. We might make a great
many improvements to benefit-our-
selves, and be none the poorer, but
it would increase our wealth. I
think this is apparent to every re-
flecti min Every improve-
ment that we make not only adds
to our comfort but to our wealth. I
wish the brethren to consider this.
Not that I wish to take anything
from the minds of the people of the
good things that we have heard
since we have been tegether, and
especially from brother Taylor, who
has just spoken. I would not like
to take a thought or reflection from
th eminds of the people coneern-
ing these good thinggdpertaiuing to
to the kingdom of . But recol-
lect that brother Taylor, in his re-
marks, brought the spiritual and
the temporal together. They al-
ways have been and always will be
together, and by our labor we show
to the heavens that we are willing
and obedient servants and hand-
maids. This gives us a claim to
the blessin?a which our Father in
heaven delights to bestow upon the
faithful, By our works our faith is
made manifest, and by them shall
we be judged, and justified or con-
demued. Then let our works be
such as will justify us gnd tend to

the building up of the kingdom of
heaven ugnn the earth. If we do
this, brethren and sisters, we shall
prosper and increase.

e were talking yesterday about
the blessings of the ple. It ap-
pears to me that they have little
idea of the blessings which are in
their possession. Still 1 am sensi-
ble that a great many realize and are
very thankful for them, and they
wish to improve their time to the
best advantage. But take us as a
people and how strange is the course
we pursue! How inconsistent,incon-
siderate and vain are the acts of the
Elders of Israel. Is this the fact?
Yes, Co-operation was referred to by
bro.Taylor. The man or woman who
is opposed Lo this is opposed to God.
So said brother Taylor. I say that
they who are opposed to co-opera-
tion are opposed to heaven, to their
own welfare, to the welfare of their
neighbors, to truth and to every-
thing that is good. The least
thought or act of an individual who
is or can be called a Saint that mili-
tates against a oneness of feeling
and action among the Saints is op~
posed to everything that is heaven-
ly and good. We do not wish to
co~operate in mercantile affairs on-
ly, but we wish to bring the minds
of the people to consider the bene-
fit of uniting and laboring togeth-
er, to make this long and strong
pull all together, of which brother
Taylor spoke. This is an expression
that Brother Joseph Smith frequent-
ly used concerning the oneness of
the people. If the Latter-day Saints
were to take a course to alienate
their fellowship and feelings one
from another, each one saying,
““T'his is my pile, and 1 am working
to increase it,”” we should then be
in the position, referred to by Bro.
Franklin D. Richards this morn-
ing, of the man who said that
all the world belonged to the
Lord excepting the little piece
of land he had bought and

aid for. How inconsiderate,

nconsistent and unwise is such a
course as this! If we are not one
we are not the Lord’s. Wecan not
do his will nor be his disciples un-
less we are one. We must have the
same faith and feelings for the
building up of the kingdom of God,
and for the salvation of ourselves
and others, jointly, together, or we
shall fail in our attempts to accom-
plish the work which the Lord bas
given us to do. We should consid-
er all these matters. Now take
hold with union and bring the
rock, lumber and all other materjal
that is necessary, and let the me-
chanies go to work and put up this
meeting house.

I do not know who has charge
of the building of this store here,
but T am wvery sorry it does mnot
loom up a little faster. I would
like to see this store finished, the
meeting house built, the railroad
completed through here, our roads
built through the mountains; I
would like to see your farms fenced
up, and to see good buildings in
this and other towns. Improve-
ment belongs to the spirit and plan
of the heavens., To improve.in our
minds; to increase in wisdom,
knowlege and understanding, to
gather every item of knowled
that we can in mechanism and in
science of every description, respect-
ing the earth, the object of the or-
ganization of the earth, the hea-
vens, the heavenly bodies—all this
is of Heaven, it is from God; but
when a person ora people begin to
dwindle, to lessen and to take the
downward course they are going
from heaven and heavenly things.
You have seen this illustrated in
those who leave this church. You
have known men who, whilein the
church, were active, quick and full
of intelligence; but after they have
left the church they have become
contracted in their understandings,
they have become darkened in
their minds and everything has
become a mystery to them, and in
regard to the things of God they
have become like the rest of the
world, who think, hope and pray
that such and such things may be
so, but they do not know
the least aboutit. This is precisely
the position of those who leave this
church: they go into the dark, they
are not able to judge, conceive or
comprehend things as they are.
They are like the drunken man-—he
thinks that everybody is the worse
for ligquor but himself and he is the
only sober man in the neighbor-
hood. The apostates think that
everybody is wrong but themselves.

Follow the spirit of improvement
and labor. All the capital there is
upon theearth isthe bone and sinew
of working men and women. Were
it not for that the gold and the sil-
ver and the precious stones would
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remain in the mountains, upon the
plains and in the valleys, and never
would be gathered or brought into
use. The timber would continue to

row, but none of it would be

rought into service, and the earth
would remain as it is; but it is the
activity and labor of the inhabi-
tants of the earth that bring forth
the wealth. TLabor buil our
meeting houses, temples, court
houses, fine halls for musicand fine
school houses;
teaches our c’hildren, and makes
them acquainted with the various
branches of education, that makes
them proficient in their own lan-
guage and in other languages, and
in every branch of knowledge un-
derstood by the children of men;
and all this enhances the wealth
and the glory and the comfort of
any people on the earth. But take
the other course and they become
like our savages—they soon forget
what they have learned, have no
taste for uiring knowledge, and
lose all their ambition and desire
for improvement. For instance,
look at the Jewish nation. Here
are the tribe of Judah in our midst.

Do you ever recollect any of them ! [ lived we had not met toge

building a house? Think of it,

| look around now and try if you ean

find any of thesons of Judah so lost
to themselves as to be guilty of
making any improvements. I speak
ironically. They will bring some-
thing to you and sell it to you and
get your money if they can, for
they are every one of them mer-
chants; but can you find one of
them that tills an acre of ground?
Search the world over and you
will find but few Jewish agri-
culturists, although there are mil-
lions of Jews scattered through
the earth,

and many of them
occupying . important

positions in

the learned world; but they are not |

%I‘Odllﬁﬂl'ﬂ, they are all consumers.

he land of Judea has fallen into |churcha few days since, but he has

disrepute, and it has become a des-
ert just through the apostacy of
those who once inhabited it who
had the oracles of God among
them. This is the fact. Let the
Latter-day Saints neglect their la-
bor and they will soon find that
they are declining in their feelings,
tastes and judgment for improving
the elements of the earth; hence we
say, improve, be industrious, pru-
dent, faithful, make good farms,
g'a:ldenﬂ and orchards, good publie
an
best schools, &c. The world give
us the credit of being the most in-

dustrious people on the face of the |[en thief. But youcannot mention
that the Latter-day | any crimme that this people called

earth, they say
Saints in Utah have done more
than any other ople ever
were known to do in the same time.
It is the little union that we have

in our midst that has given this| mence by the

impetus to our prosperity. But we
have not enough union, we have
not enough of the spirit of im-
provement amongst us. You will
see men occasionally here who, so
far as the spirit of improvement

it is labor that|found. I knew that Joseph found

private buildings, have the |

present, although your Sunday
schools are not here, who were
born in these valleys, to raise their
right hands, I will venture to say
that we should find that more than
half this congregation have been
born in these mountains. What
do they know about what we pass-
ed through in Illineis, Missouri
Kirtland, or New York State? 1
will give you one item. I lived
close by where these plates were

them from outward circumstances
that transpired at the time. I
shall not take time to relate but a
little of the delicate, kind, benevo-
lent, Christian-like, I will say anti-
(Godlike feelings of the priests and
of the people who professed Christ-
ianity at the time that Joseph or-

nized this church. The very

rst thing that was circulated was
this—**Did you hear that Joe Smith
and his followers got together last
night, blew out the light, stripped
themselves stark naked, and there
they had the holy roll?” This was
the story started by the priestsin
‘the neighborhood where the plates
were found. In the branch Wlél?m

er
three times before our beloved,
kind, anti-Godlike Baptist priests,
and people declared that we made
a practice of meeting tagather,
stripping stark naked, and there
haviug gthe ‘““holy roll.” A great
many of you do not understand
this term. It came from the ghak-
ing Quakers. I shall not attempt
to relate here the conduet attribut-
ed to them, but from  that sprang
the peculiar phrase I have men-
tioned in your hearing this after-
noon. In a very short time we
were all thieves in the estimation
of ourso-called Christian neighbors.
Said the priest to a beloved sister—
“Sister, did you hear ofsuch a
man, he was a member of our

joined old Joe Bmith?”  Joseph
was then twenty-one or twenty-
two years of age, but it was “old
Joe Smith.” ¢‘Sister, did you hear
that such a brother stole a lot of
chickens last night?” Says the
sister, ‘“No, can it be possible?”
“Well, theysay s0,”says the priest,
and he himself had fabricated the
entire story. This sister would tell
it to another, and it would go all
through the . neighborhood that
such a man,who only a few days be-
fore had been considered by them
as good a brother as they had in
their church, had become a chick-

'have gone, their apples have

Latter-day Saints, have not been

accused of cummit.ting by their so-
called Christian wneighbors; and
these stories would generally com-
priests whispering
to some sister——“Did you hear of
such and sueh a thing?” That
was enough, all that was wanted,
it became a solemn fact by the
time it the third mouth.
Now what do the great majority

goes, are like some old “*Mormons”
who lived in the days of Joseph.
That is, their bodies breathe, and
they move and have a being; but
they died when Joseph died. There
has been no spirit of progress or im-
provement in them since. As far
as regards gathering and organizing
the elements and making the earth
beautiful, these old ** Mormons”
have n» taste for i, and they see
nothing, hear nothing and know
nothing, enly they knew Joseph.
Say they, “Oh, 1 was acquainted
with Joseph,” “I knew Brother
Joseph.” Ask them—‘“Are you go-
ing to build a house?” “Welf, 1
don’t know; 1 don’t know as I care

|

anything about having any better
house.” *

of bed bugs.” “I know it is pretty
bad, but still it is as good as I am,
and I-don’t think I shall try to
bu;éd.” They died when Joseph
died.

I heard it mentioned here, I
think, this morning, that we all
knew the character of the Latter-
day Saints and the difficulties and
persecutions they have
thiough. Itcame into my mind at
that moment to ask this congrega-
tion how many of them Xknew
Joseph Smith, the prophet, just to
show what ‘““Mormonism” has ac-
complished in twenty-eight years.
I believe I will do myself the favor
and gratify myself so far as to ask
those of my brethren and sisters
now present who were personally
acquainted with Joseph Smith to
raise their right hands. [A very
few hands up.] There isafew, but
very few, not above one to twenty,
and perhaps not more than one to
ﬁfty?ﬁ_this congregation who ever
saw Joseph gSl::|:1Lit.l'1. Now if
I were: to ask the Dboys

| we first came here neither an apple

and girls, and the all young folks,

of Baints know of these things?
Nothing, for they have been born
since our arrival here. 1 need
not relate much of my experience
in this work, although I have had
a pretty large one. But it is not
particularly profitable to me or to
anybody else to relate it. Some-
times it is very well to relate cir-
cumstances that have transpired,
to show to the rising generation
what we have passed through and
what we have had to contned
with. -
Now, if the brethren will tak

hold and perform the labors devol-
ving upon them they shall be bless-
ed in them. They will increase in
health and in wealth. The ILord

Well,but your house is full | will bless the people in pro f'ﬁ:ilun
ey -

as they bless themselves.
are faithful in fellowing every re-

,,%l;ﬂrament, they will be blessed- in
t

eir families, and no other people
on the earth that we know any-
thing about are blessed in their
families and posterity as the Lat-
ter-day Saints are now. Visit
town after town in this Territo
and Jet the Saints turn out their
children neat and clean and what
can be said of them? The Lord
blesses them in their families. Let
them drive up their flocks, and
what will be said of them? The
Lord blesses their flocks in their
folds. See them upon the plains,
they are blessed there more than
any other people. Then look at
their harvests and their gardens and
orchards, and they are blessed
therein more than any people we
know anything about. They are
blessed in everything they put
their hand to. The climate of
these valleys has been modified and
mollified for their sakes. @ When

o —

nor an ear of wheat could have!

devoted my time

been raised in this valley. But is:
there a finer valley than this now-
in these mountains? No. Is there,
a finer place for people to live in on.
this continent? No. There is not..
If the %eople take a course to
bring the blessings of heaven upon
them they will increase in every-
thing. If they refuse obedience to:
the holy priesthood they will dwin-
dle and go into unbelief and a
tacy; they will be contrac in
their views and feelings; the fruit
trees will in to refuse to bear
fruit; our flocks will begin to refuse
their increase, and our fields will
refuse to bring forth their ero I
will just make this statement with
regard to the country the g)latm
were taken from, from which the
Book of Mormon was translated. I
have hel to harvest wheat there
that yielded fifty bushels to the
acre, or from twenty-five to sixty
bushels. For thirty years past
they have not raised twenty
bushels to the acre; for twenty
years past they have not raised fif-
teen bushels to the acre,and now,in
that country, which ence wds not
aurwd h_{w; an{ fortiun of the
globe for raising fruit and wheat,
not an apple is raised without a
worma in the centre. They have
been so for twenty or thirty years.
Their apples are good for nnth!nf.
Send them to England as they did
forty or fifty years :.Eo, and they
are not marketable; they will bear
no price in com n teo
fruit. Five to ten bushels of wheat
to an acre now. Their peaches

have
their plums and their pears have

one, and that land eventually, un-
ess this government and the peo-
ple of the government take a differ-
ent course towards the gospel that
the Lord has revealed in the latter
days, will become desolate, forlern
and forsaken. That is the country I
was brought up in, and with regard
te its products I know about as
much as any man that lives.

Now, brethren and sisters, if we
wish the blessings of heaven upon
us, let us be faithful to our cove-
nants and callings, faithful in -
ing tithing, in keeping the word of
wisdom and in building temples.
The tithing is for the building of
temples. Suppose we build this
meeting house here with tithing.
[f the people will give us one-tenth
part u(’pft?at which is due on their
tithing we shall have all we
need to build their meeting-h

school-houses, and temples, This

to some, and

may seem strange

ps I look at tithing different

r _
Frzm others, and consider the law of

tithing different from what others

would look at and construe the .

meanin% of the words concerning
the tithing that the Lord requires
in the latter days. 1 will sum it
up and tell you what my views
are. Here is a character—a man—
that God has created, organized,
fachioned and made,every part and
particle of my system from the to
of my head to the soles of my feet,
has been produced by my Father in
heaven; and he requires one-tenth
part of my brain,heart, nerve,;mus-
cle, sinew, flesh, bone, and of my
whole system, for the building of
temples, for the ministry, for sus-
taining missionaries and mission-
aries’ families, for feeding the T,
the aged, the halt and blind, and
for gathering them home from the
nations and taking care of them af-
ter they are gathered. He has
said, ““My son, devote one-tenth of
yourself ta the good and whole-
some v{:{k of _icam_ tﬁf your
fellow ngs, preaching e

1, hringing; pepiopla into the kfng- .

om; lay your plans to take care of
those who can not take care of
themselves; direct the labors of
those who are able to labor; and
one-tenth part is all sufficient if it
is devoted properly, carefully and
judieciously for the advancement
my kingdom on the earth.” - =

{tht little wealth 1 have

Love

have obtained since I
been in this church. What I
had when I ecame into the

church I gave away to my friends.
I had no family except two chil-
dren. I can hardly say that either
for when I came into the church @
had a wife, but in a very few

| months after I was baptized 1 lost

her, and she left me two little girla.
I gave away what I had,and I star-
ted to preach the gospel. T was
obliged to do it, for I felt as though
my bones would consume within
me if I did not, consequently 1 de.
{me to reaching. I
travelled,toiled,labored and preach-
ed continually. My own brother Jo-
seph and myself were together a
gonod deal of the tithe until we went .
Kirtland to see the Prophet, and -
the next vear moved up. This is

L 1



