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tiletiie day we celebrate this

ass the third anniversary of the en-
trance of israels pioneers into the
landofandianda of our possession the third
anniversary of tilethe day oilon which
tetiit plough first turned the sods of
thisthin valleyvailey since tilethe records of
nephi a day fraught with greater
interestnterest to the family of man than

any other since tiletiie death of jesus
and that excepted since the birth
of adam

hadllad adam not been born his
greatreat family had not existed had
jesus not died there hadllad been no
savior were there no kingdom of
truth liberty and freedom the
principles of life and salvation

not be applied to mailman and
adams birth and jesus death
would alike have produced anni
versaries of wailing and wo but
as it isis these events are alike glo-
rious with this the day we cele-
brate the birth of the latter day
never dying freedom

for six thousand years or since
thetile days of chaos the sons and
daughters of michael have been
multiplying and walkingmaiualvalking to and
fro on the earth seeking a restingg
place a country of liberty free-
dom and equal rights and occa-
sionallysionally for a short period of time
with longiong intervening intervals a
portion of them have enjoyed the
object of their search but as yeiyel
enoch and his little band are the
only ones left on record who have
succeeded in overcoming0 their in-
ternal and external foes and of
enjoying their freedom until they
llad bdbecomecome so perfected in the
intelligence and privilegeses granted
unto them by allan alloise creator
that they were fit as a people to
be transplanted to a more heavenly
soilsoll but they could not diffuse
the principles of righteousness
they enjoyed among surrounding
latiiatilationsnationsons and earth was no place
ar them longer to restrost

adaniadam mosesmose and EletiEliellijaylijahjali abra
iamlam1 am andaud solomon nephi jessusjesus
and peter and a lhost of othersot liers in

their day sought to establish the
principles of freedom so that they
might remain perpetually to fu-
ture generations but sought in
vain so great liashas been the wick-
edness so intense the darkness
that has spread itself over mind
that the apostles and prophets
revelatorsrevelatory and saviors that have
arisen sent of god in successive
ages have been banished or mar
byred and the celestial light that
shone through them was only
permitted by the wicked to shine
on earth long enough to make
darkness doubly visible such as
might be felt

all the ancient prophets and
righteous men sawsav by falthfaith that
a day of righteousness a day of
freedom would come on thetile
earth and they sought to estab-
lish it but wickedness prevailed
and forbid the day of righte-
ousness referred to isis one in
which men can worship the god
of abraham the father of the
faithful in spirit and in truth
with no one to molest or make
afraid and while this day exists
all men will have thetiie privilege of
worshiping their diversified gods
in any way they choose provided
theytiley will not disturb their neigh-
bors

righteousness and freedom con-
sists of a disposition to do right
and the privilege of living accor-
ding to that disposition but to
men who do wrong there can be no
freedom they are bound by thetiie
power of the devil and the more
perfect tilethe law under which theythey
live the greater their bondage
while the mailman whowiio lives under
the administration of righteous
laws and does right lives above
the law and is freeoree liehe does just
as he pleases all the time for hefie
is never pleased to do wrong coricorlcon-
sequently the law has nolit blaim oilon
him and this is all tilethe freedom
there iit worth livinglivid for in heav-
en

fleav-
en onoil earth or in hellliell

the prophet daniel fonsavforsamsav
many ages since that in the lat-
ter days the godod of heaven
would awsett up a1 kingdom that

should never be destroyed and
the same god having hisliis eye on
the same kingkingdomdoindorn continualcontinuallyli
knowing there was no govern-
ment onoil earth that would suffer
his infant kingdom which lie was
about to set up to exist in their
midst inspired wise men to write
a constitution as tiletiie foundation
for as free independent and gib
rious a government as man maswaswas
then capable of enjoying and
which was adopted as the consti-
tution of the united states otof
america more than sixty years
since

while the principles of that
constitution prevaileddiledblied while men
were governed by them justice
was executed in equity man was
free and truth looked abroad andend
rejoiced in the freedom of the peo-
ple and in process of time god
sent his prophet in the midst otof
that people and commenced inshis
work a work long before predic-
ted even the establishment of a
kingdom that would insure right-
eousnesscou liberty and peace to all
thetiie inhabitants of thetile earth the
constitution principles and gov-
ernment of which should control
tilethe rulers as well as the ruled
and make every man amenable to
a higher power securing univer-
sal liberty to right and ensureensuring
universal destruction to wrong

but under thetile administration of
the american constitution thetile iiin-
habitants of the union had soso cor-
rupted their ways before the lord
and imagined up unto e
so many strange gods that therthen
was little space in their midst flo10n
the reception of truth so thaethai
when the prophetPropprodlietilet joseph began tr
proclaim the falness of the ever-
lasting

eve r
gospel as revealed to ihnhm

by the angel flying through ahr

midst of heaven very few could
receive it the hearts of me i
were so generally turned toward
idols that it cost liimhim years of liarilar
labor to establish the church utu
jesus christ of latter day sainshaats
with only memberssix oton the atapi
of april and w4 greatgroateatent hilri
been titetiletiie igignoranceorane c idelidolatryat y


