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WasnInaros, 18 —=The following
jsan analyss of the report just
made by t! e commission, com
of Messrs. Filetcher, Harris, k-
per and Atherton, appointed to in-
vestigate and report on the
of mismanagementand fraud at
:l;d nEloud Agency, made by Prof.

arsh:

“The joint commission fer the
investigation of aflairs at the Red
Jioud A have closed thelr
labors, nnsn -:Lnlttad their report
to the President and board of In-
dian Commissioners, by whom t
were & ted. Adopting
Marsh’s r to the President, set-
ting forth charges of fraud and mis-
management of lndian as
their starting point,the comn
take wp his al seriatim,
examining all available sources of
evidence, and scrutinizing all re-

cords and documents, proof of
'hlt:h mlght‘ln thelr judgment,

throw any light u the subject.
'!'I: 4 o-tmnrnm

comprises more thaneight hundred
octavo F The commission
sustain the charges of oflieial in-
com ey preferred against J. J.
Saville, Indian agent at the Red
Cloud Agency, and recommmend his
removal, but exonerate him from
imputations of dishonesty, and
po't‘ntthhlm .:t n:; Indian Agent
who goes oul ol villce a poorer man
than when he entered.
“With reference to the

that the number of Iodians at
Re ! Cloud &;oll::ly had been great-
ly v erestimated, for purposes of
fraud, the commissioners notige
that the urmy officers concur with
Professor  Marsh in his belief,
that there rmlnumn{thou
as had been represented, but in
suppwt of the ¢ opinion
merely has been ofle The enu-
meration of the Indians was at-
tended with great difficulties and
delays, su'h was thelr determined

t Fletcher and Harris of the commi
Tk that the northers’ oud the | vivlent storm, they stampeded.and | ment in Reshaw’s cextificate, that |sion.  who reported  that  had
Indians were liable to wvisit «28 were lost; in consequence of | the cattle which bhad been stam-|been rejected by the boards of In-

|

rofit required capital, skill and
vess capacity, fnd in consider-
| ation of these, which Bosler contri-
buted, he was entitled to receive

nous.

the greater share of the rofits
The commission failel to discover
in all the facts any evidence of
fraud In the matter.

ous for frauds in

in contracts.

the facts bearing on this
%ummu;hum
has f, at various ti~ues, had |

with :.I:; War and Indian
Departments, never was refus-
ST b i o

to [
&o contract for which he

as
L)
show

y Oor attempted

shown
that

n,

frauds the L
u governmen

, he lr::hnn awa ded a

any
Moreover

contract with the Indian officé the | those six ageuls, their clerks and
rnt year. The commission say | assistants, the contractor and hLis
t they find this charge wholly | sssociates, assistants and herders
u

, nor has thing
cu to warrant them in regard
ing Bosler as other than an henes:

to the Sioux
shown to be a

under which he

ed to
s name, and as his agent.

hz'!'hi circamstances which led

Prof. Marsh to the su

¢r to defraud the

and Indians by false deliveries of

of Sept , 1
.-u-?.inl hundred head
was made to the ageuc

ing the night, in the midst of a|found to be incorrect. The state-

this loss the regular issue was inter-

man contract for the year 1574, for
the supply of bee! to the six Sioux
Agencies. AL the request of the
“In the same connection Prof. | commi~sioners, Mr. Bosler present-
Marsh speaks of Bosler as notori- | ed, for their privale use, an abstract
previous contracts, | from his books for that year, show-
and for this 1eason says that he was | ing the number of cattle purchased,
excluded from l'ulthrpuuclrl.Inn delivered and lost, the cost of herd-
n ex- | ing,

amount of capital employed and
the net
cost to the goverument, of beef for
one year, was £700,854, and the net

been | the evidence that the profit was
perfectly fair and
lowest bidder. It bas not|say that if great frauds in weight
to be| have beea perpetrated at

he has violated any | Cloud, similar frauds must have
contract, or been a party | been
agencies,
quires that they should find that all

o¢- | had eombiued to cheat
Indians aud government, and that

all shared, directly
man in all his business transactions. | the benefits of the fraud; they say

His participation in the contract of | that the facts do not support it.
Seth Mabry for the supply of beef| They came to the sawe conclusion

rnchl this year Is| with reference to the coutractor for
wilar arraungement | the present year,aud are convinced
to that previously mentioned, and | that during the years in
_ purchased over|all the cattle were Iﬂ!ﬂit’e:j
thirth-three thousand head of beef | ceipted for at their actual waiglhu
cattle,which are now being deliver- | an ay
the by Bosler in Ma- | 4th, 1875,
cattle were not

pposition that | that any fraud was practised upon
t Saville was in collusion with | the Indians or u;ml:l the guwl:ru-
vernment | ment.

gro
Yallng, entailing great loss on the
n

74, the delivery | found to be

of cattle | mation only, and not on personal
Yy, and dur- hﬂll“"lﬂl'gﬂl

ALY 'wolig yvalilngs, alsl Dot a milis
few weak and decrepid. The testi- | competition may
mony on this subject was volumi- that flour will be obtalned of a bet

“The report’next reviews theFore-
men.

instead of any
part of the governmeut.

incidental ex the
pertation.

rofits realized. The tolal

yrofits to the coutractor $117,510.
he commission were satisfied from
the Red Cloud
old to the new location.
commend that legal preceedings
instituted ngaiuut. him for
money
They su

legitimate. They

practised at all the other
and to assume this re-

st that the time is

chase

both the

ticials to im ‘hment.

or indirectly, in

sl iu'll .
and re-

numbers. Of the issue of
while it appears that the
equal to the aver-

, there is no evidence to show | with any

“Prof, Marsh’s charges

of fraud,
wing out ef the

necessarily
sy=tem of stam-

commissivners,

dians and the government, are
based al~o upon iutor-

' ordered by the Secretary
whieb informaion is

It isbelieved that an active |
be created and |

ih*r quality and at chesper rates
:thlll now furni=hed by the middle

“Whatever suffe-ring there ma)
have been among the Indims was
traceable to theirown improvidence
and the severity of the weatlher,
elinquency on the

“Extensive frauds were discov-
ered,which had grown eut of trans-
D. J. McCann, a heavy
freight contractor, had over-esti-
mated the distance from Cheyenne
to Red Cloud, as well as mis-stated
the pumber of trams and days em-
ployed in removiug the property of
agency from the
They re-
be
the

thus fraudulently obtained.

when the government should pur-
from the Indians, and
that Marsh’s charges against the
Secretary of the Interior and the
Commissioner of Indian Allairs, if
proven, ought to subject buth of-
I'hey
tound, however, that the Secretary
of the Interior, personally, had bu!
little connection with any contracts
made for the Indian service,or with
theadjustment aud paymentol the
accounts returnable to that oflice.
The commission were unable to
learn whether the lateSecretary was
consulted or had any direct official
connection with the contracts re-
lating to the Red Cloud Agency, or
that he had any official eonnection
ac.ounls presented for
payment at that bureaw, except
those which, if allowed there and|)
rejected by the board of Indian
came
before him for final adjudication. | stipulation
The original vouchers and papers, | white
upon which claims amounting to
near half a million doilars were
te be paid,
were carefully examjoed by Messrs,

n.::lgty “!Ic‘lh demand and

r ne, @ Ccensus last year :

- that there 403 - nt's book at about the same|gagenc
R:I'élond Age oo represented subsequent issues | time E

ney.
“The mnmﬂn find that the

system of kuplnf nonl:urlltn at .ﬁ
agency was exceptionally loose an that were
defective, and for this ’uunn the his herd

I'ndmn oflice

They also uburvh 'Ld“&'atwlnmd-m

sion of thnum;oflsal,rﬁ:'rl |
L]

the nee of an army
all issues of has been
could

utterly disregarded, but they
uot conclude from that, in the ab-

sence of other proof, that traad had
Leen praciised. 1

“The question of beef forms the
priveipal part of the rt, The
expenditure for

annu ts sapply
is large, and the frauds uhuTl;Pl in
cennection with the contracts are
commensurate with the megnitude | syville is without foundation.

of the sums involved. That, in “The next allegation of Professor
consequence of fraud and misman- is that 1;‘3 rsuance of this

Marsh

agement, the [ndians suffered great-

ly during the past wiuter for Tood; | the ‘government, B-aiet deiivares
At Agent Saville withheld from | to Raville cattle s. small e e

them provisions which he as to be
ted and receipted for;

been lesued 5o tham: that freme 1S |62 Sttt

n issu m; that frauds in t

weights are consummated by direct :t :ﬂh:t nl;':h charge iy :n“;lfy t::
a statement of Red Cloud and two

ntgl.luﬂnn botrlillnl ttl; agent and
coniraclof, au at equal ras- | pther ians;
cality Is practised In regani to the | per Andisne and by the certif.
number of cattle. Another fruitful cate of General Bradley, Captain
Mix and Lieutenant Hay, the tes-

source of fraud is the system of
stampeding, and that these frauds | timony shows that on the 9th of
November, 1574, there remained in

have been gigantic and )
8 'ltemal-htfly W ]

that an equal number
substantially the same size and
were afterwards returned to
the agent by him. These facts were
fully reported by Baville to the Je
Ea.mnunt in December, 1574, at a
me when no frauds hud been im-
puted o him or the contractor; and
as those volun
are the

:

same as these now

Imputation of dishonesty

i continued. Prof. [the Age herd
of o nibe o ?'“ partakes rather Htﬂ& which were :T:I;:rhﬁ.lldwgg
S R m;uln ment than SawW them, and ldl“itm hjl' Saville
8y proghaton offaih, and | Binats"ic"Have been e st
commission find that he has based :ll::g .;L‘:I“w unft for beef, but

ever been receipted
for to the contractor or tmd’m
dians, as stated hy Red Cloud, is
by no means established. Owing to
:.‘ ;um tng. ideas Prof. Marsh
t .
. e th-m‘;gm as havin

his mistake was
in confounding th
and rml‘“d.n‘ ® WO leesipiad

“Another charge of Piof M

l iof. Marsh
is that Dr. Saville intentionally
receipted for greater
cattle than were delivered, anpd
that their weights were largely
over-esiimated in the receipts. One
instance is adduced as proof of this
that on the 14th of November Sa.
ville receipted for sev .. hundred
head of Texas cattle . un Average
Iwﬂght_uf LOE pou. !s, while the
10 irue weight did uot ex.

his conclusions more u hearsay
evidence than on ;nrml know-
ledg;fo aud well established facts,
*The charge Lhat agent ), J. 83
villeand J. W. Bosler, with his as-
sistants, combined to defraud the
E;ru:;;t;tl I; fu:lud to be eutirely
18U ' faets, Ju su
of his chumi'ruf. Narsh n.leg:
to the coutract for the last fiscal

year, and argues that it was taiut-
ed with fraud from its inception. |
The countiact, it appears, was
awarded to J. K. Foreman, who
was the lowest bidder, aud who
complied with all the published
requirements; subsequently, for
busines« reasous, it was assigued e
W. A Paxton, in order that a
combiuation wight be formed

oul sc IIH". acontract. Hes | Marsh’s jud o sag -_1_*11, iu Prof.
ler farished the capital, and pur-| which hajcmfxidrru:i a "1f:m§:?:3’if

gﬁhx-d theruttle_ in the name of | mate: that all the cattle of that
‘uut:uu;::mh contract herd were wretchedly gaunt and
rate with success and !thin; that the majority were

to have been made to the Indians |tion.
on other days from which they act-| of the

Bosler claims tha | that notwithstanding

ﬂoﬂn in testimony, the comwmis-| found
n feel compelled to accept tuem | xix hund
as true, and aze of opinion that the | vastly

tupon|ed to deliver.

unfit for beef, which the | which remdered

—————

numbers of

small, | Mirﬂiﬁipp

peded and returned to the coutract-

pted, and a clerical error in the |or's herd were delivered to the

and receipted for 8 secend
as not a shadow of founda
In concluding this branch
subject the commission

their careful

lost only 150 | und exhaustive investigation, they
on the river | found no sufficient evidence to jus-

tify the conclusion that frauds had
been committed. The commission
recommend, as anadditionsal check,
that the delivery of beef be superin
tended by an oflicer detailed fer the
u under the direction of the
mmi General of the Army.
A t fraua was found in

tary siatements made | the wutter of the pork econtiact.

D. Slavens,

- pork contractor, was
guiit

of fraud in furnishing
bbls. of perk of a grade
inferior to what he contract-
They recommend
the removal of Inspector R. Thorl-
keld, who passed the pork. The

cannot acquit Commissioner Smit

from neglect of responsibility in
allowiug a clerical error in the con-
tract to pass the lundian office,

the fraud possible.
The matter was compromised b

the delivery of bacon to make u

the difference of value in the puri
received and that coutracted ior,
with little loss to the government.
The original coutract ecalled for
mess pork, but by a elerical error
the word mess was omitted, a:.d
the cootracior took advan of
this fact to furnish the lowest grade
of pork, which the inspector passed.
“The commission also ind that
flour ef inferior quality, which
Major Long was directed to inspect,
slipped through without inspee-
tion, and got to the agency in a
manuver which bas noi been ex-
plained; butjthey'conclude that the
department erred in awarding the
contract for flour toJ. Y. Martin,

g ‘ who was a mere speculative bidder,

without business responsivility. An
attempt at fraud was discovered on
i the part of D. J. M¢Cann, by put-
ting only 8§ pounds of flour in each
sack,which was reported to contain
one huudred peunds. The sugar,
collee and tobaceo furnished to the
Indians by the government were of
low grade, but designedly so, and
‘uo abuse was ever discovered in the
- matier of their supply. Red Cloud
| €Vidently ndulterated the flour and
| Pieked out bad grains in making up
the samples he gave to Prof. Marsh,
| 1 he Cotimission recommended that
hereafter,instead of letling the con-
}trarts for lour in New York, they
be let at some point in the West
Sttuewhere in the valley of thl,
I, among extensive flour

dian commissioners on the ground
of frauds, but mainly because of
some technical Jdiffienlty, or an
honest diversity of opinion between
their body aud the Indian bureau
upon some question of law arising
in these cases, They furiher re-
ported that in no instance were any
such payments made without hav-
ing been submitted to the law
officer of that department, and
having met with his n;;pruva].
Recuiriug to the payment, by order
of Lthe late Secretary of the Interior,
of an account of §14 875, claimed by
C. D. J. M¢Cann, for the removal
of government stores and prnPartJr
from the old to the new Red Cloud
Agency, the cominission say that
they can the acecount in no
other light than as Iniquitous and
fraudulent, but it might be unjust
to condemn the Secretary for this
payment, as there is no assurance
that the certificate of the former
agent, J. W. Daniels, accompanied
the vouchers of MeCanao,

*“*With reference to the charge of
official delinquency and couceal
ment of fraud, the ecominis<ion

¥ | learned of but thice occasions when

:,lha attention of the head of the
-
istence of any abuses and frauds at
the Red Cloud and Npotted Tail
agencies. In his account the Secre-
tury says that he earnestly request-
ed the Professor to furnish him
with such information as he had,
and with all the proofs he could
call up against the agent at Red
Cloud, which, however, Professor
Marsh declined to do. An intef
view took place in the Hecretary’s
office at his request. Marsh, on
his part, says that he told the Sec-
retary distinetly, that if an investi-
gating commission was appeinted
he would give the commission
specific infornation in his posses-
on, but on thinking it over he
concluded that he would keep the
iuformation to himself until after
the commission was appointed.
“The commissicn repeit that
they have seen nothing in the
course of their investigation that
would lead to any other conelusion
than that the present commissioner
earnestly and sincerely desires to
perform his duty faithfully to the
country. They have encountered
uo transaction which ca~ts the
least shadow upon his persona! or
official iutegrity, but have et
with many marked with that wuit
of vigilance, astuteness and deci-
sion of character which belongs to
the head of an important bureau.
'bey think it was 1mexcusable t.

| permit 8o long a period to

partmeni was called to the ex-|

==

elajse | Fletcher, Bepjamin

Oct. 9y
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 without ascertaining the Teei
distance between the railroad l’*
the agencies, as the cont
freighting were based on g
compensation yer mile,
error to let,at New York, thoge on:
tracts for wagon transportgiig,
also to psy MeCann the full AMoyy,
of his transportation e aims whik
the distance was in dispute, alg, o
authorize the same to appoint 4,
iuspector of flour at Cheyenne, g4
to supply portk to Indians inegey
of bacon, as the furnishing of poy
involves needless cost of transpor.
ing brine and barrels, The Com.
mission find, however, that thep
has been an improvement in g,
Indian service under Commissione
Smith’s administration: contrae,
are now more faithfully executed
and recent supplies have been o
an unexceptional character. The
temper of the Indians has unde:.
gone a very favorable change to. |
ward our people; the iron band of |
tribal sovereigniy is rapidly weak.
ening, and the day has gone by
when a formidable Indian war cay
ever again occur in this country,
“The commission offer some gey.
eral observations on the result of
their refleciions on Indian afliin,
They believe the time has come
when the poliey forshadowed in the
recent act of Congress against fur.
ther treaties with the Indians
should be vigorously enforeed, and
that the Indians should be treated
as individual inhabitants of the re
publie, and that the ab-urd fiction
of tribal =overeiznty be abelished |
They expres: great satistaction a
the successful operation of schools
and missions among the Indians
They recommend the establishment
of courts for the administration of
ustic- among the Indians, in places
where their number warranis it
They eriticize the existing oath, s
of which excludes
people from Lhe reserva.
reventing such contaet
with the influ-

racts fw
0 8gres

tions, thus
of the Indians

ences of civilization as would
J

tend to impress them favor
ably with it. They recommend

that made clothing take the place
of blankets in the government su
F plies to them, and a bolder policy in
the treatment of [ndians iss Ny
recommended, because the Indians
believe that the present conduct of
It.hﬂ government towards them is
dictated by cowardice, and with al!
our muniticence in their behall,
! extending toanannual expenditure
of eight millions of dolars, no sen-
timent of gratitude touches their
Eﬁm The em'::amiuiun look with
sfavor upon t tion that
‘thu m:ngmnt n?mn affairs
be trausferred to the War Depart-
ment, thesugh the presence of mili-
ary officers at the inspection and
l uﬂlvery of supplies would be desir-
able,

“*In eoneclusion, the eommission
recapitulate tneir resolutions,name-
ly—that Agent Saville be removed,
that J. W. L. Slavens, J. H. Mar-
tin, and D, J. MeCann be ex-
cluded from further contracts with
the government; that E. R
Kirlkeld be excluded from all
futurre employment; that Me-
MeCann’s accounts be referred te
the Department of Justice; that the
distances from the Red Cloud and
Spotted Tail agencies to Cheyenne
and Sidney be measured without
further delay; thal a new census be
taken of Sioux City,and both these
agencies; that bids for flour, cloth-
ing and wagon transportation be re-
ceived at some suitable point in
the West; that the office of super-
intendent of Iundian agencies be
abolished, and that the duties
connected therewith be transfer-
red to inspectors; that the
feasibility of dispensing with
railrond freight contractors from
New York to the west be consider
ed; that army oflficers be detailed
to inspect the Indian supplies; that
the system of keeping accounts be
improved; that the Indian cies
be graded with reference to the
 salaries of the agent; that the Red
r( loud and Spotted Tail agencies be
lrﬂmuved nearer the Missouri river;

that a commission of army officers
be appointed to consider the pro-
priety of organizing an Indian sol-
diery, for police and similar duties;
that a territorial government be
‘established over the Indian Terri-
tory; that suitable persons be ap-
pointed to prosecutle for all wrongs®
against the Iwdians, and to defend
their rights as far &8 they may be-
come the subject of adjudicdtion
before the courts; and that juture
legislation be shaped with a view
to bringing the Iudians under the
same laws which govern all the
otker inhabitants of the l'ﬁpl.ﬂ.'i"'f."-i1b

I'he report is signed b"“'l‘humu C.
. Harris,




