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to cast a thick shadow over acres of
land water wagtailswagtails and flycatchersfly catchers
on your deck will fearlessly trot up and
pick a fly kofl your boot A crow will
parade its carioncanon under your very nose

A curious leatheredfeathered denizen of the
nile valley is the crocodile bird the

of herodotus which acts as
a kind of parasite to that hideous rep
tile and warns it of the approach of
any intruder worthy of note looistoo is
Pharaos hen or the egyptian vulture

which with
trailing wings and drooping tail sits
brooding like an evil genius over the
ruined monuments of bygoneby gone splendor
and every grove abounds with senegal
doves and blue pigeons jaunty hoopoes
bright green bee eaters SardisardinianSardineanneati war
alers great spotted cuckoos etc while
the corn fields are peopled with quails
the river banks with martins and the
desert borders with noisy chats rarer
but still not uncommon are the rosy
flamingo the common heron the little
egret the pelican the curlew the
spoonbill the snipe the shoveller

I1
and

the cormorant
the extreme dryness of the climate

of egypt eminently conduces to the
preservation otof natural substances from
decay and in the rock toombs and
temples the traveler looks astonished
upon human bodies which buried two
or three thousand years ago have de-
fied corruption the clearness of the
atmosphere lendslendil a curious distinctness
or a sharpness to every
object in the landtlandscapecape so that the out-
line of architrave and column seems
traced against the azure of the sky as
with a pencil

the curse of egypt is the khamsin
that fierce southern wind which in april
and may blows as its name indicates
torfor fifty days hot as the blast of a
furnace shriveling the skin parching the
lips bundingblinding the eyes with minute par-
ticles of sand and depressing the spirit
as with the omen of some unutterable
evil

the population of egypt seems to
have increased very little since the days
of antiquity at present it numbers
about people according to
tacitus the roman historian inin the
reign oiof rameses it contained
men of the military age at this rate
the entire population would be about

allow torfor error add
one third for slaves and strangers and
the total will amount to nearly

egypt proper is divided into two great
districts el bahri or lower
egypt and el saidbaid or upper egypt
which together comprises Feng-
lish

09
square miles according to the

census otof mayardmay ard3rd 1882 the population
amounted to souls of whom

were in lower egypt and
inin upper egypt of this total

were malesmaies and
females the number of foreign resi-
dents

i

were greeks italians
french austriansAust rians

english germans other
nationalities making a total oj

foreigners in 1884 the railway
system otof egypt had a total length ofor
1276 miles andan the telegraph belong
ing to the government of 2707 miles

i A private telegraph company has a line
to cairo miles in length the khe-
divedive or king of egypt acts bybv the ad-
vice and through the agency of five
ministers the country which is very
heavily in debt and consequently bur

t

bened with oppressive taxation is divid-
ed for administrative purposes into
eight governorshipsgovernor ships of principal towns
and fourteen or provinces
the egyptian money is the piastre of
forty paras worth about 5 cents in
american money the killow is the
unit of arv measure and is a little less
than a bushel the is a little more
than a gallonand the oke of dramsadrams
nearly three pounds avoirdupois

egypt is rich in sacred associations
abraham and sarah fled there for food
when the famine was sore in the land of
canaan joseph entered it as a slave
and rose to the dignity of a sovereign
the family of jacob resided in it for
several hundred years and were led out
by a high hand and an outstretched arm
solomon married the daughter of her
sovereign carried his arms in-
to judea took jerusalem and carried
away the treasures of the house of the
lord and of the kings house i31 kings
1425 27 whose name is still recorded
at thebes as king of the country of
judah zerah the ethiopian with his
army of 1300 chariots were smitten by
the lord before asa and judah 2 chron

S king of ethiopia
and necho king of egypt who over-
threw josiah in the valley of megideo
are mentioned by the sacred historians
several of the later pharaohsPhara became
the confederates of the kings of judah
and israel and one ptolemy philadel-
phus gave to the world the oldest
translation of the hebrew bible many
hebrews with the prophet jeremiah
fled to egypt where the lord kindles
a fire in the houses of the rodsfoods and
burns them and the child jesus con-
secratedsecrated it by his presence when his life
was being sought by the wicked herodherod
the lord blessed the land saying

blessed be egypt my people and
assyia the work of my hands and
israel my inheritance 7 isaiah 1925

As for myself I1 became very mulchmuch
interested in egypt and only regret
that time would not permit me to stay
longer A trip up the historical nile
would have added very much to my
knowledge of the land but as other
duties have claim upon the exercise of
my time and what few talents I1 possessposses
and I1 am alreatly several months behind
the temporary traveling program pre-
pared before leaving home about thir-
teen months ago I1 am now trying to
land in Turkey where a latter day saint
mission was commenced about eleven
years ago As soon as I1 land I1 expect
to make my way to haifa in palestine
where there is a small branch of the
church from there I1 expect to make
a visit to jerusalemJeru and otheroiher places of
historical importance and then I1 go to
europe to finish up my labors in the
european mission after that I1 hope
my next port of call will be the dear
state of utah ANDREW JENSON

on boatblaidd the steamer thalia onoll
beyrodtBey rout syria june irth 1896

IN OLD

SUMMIT Spott sylvania county virginia
october ath 1896

at the last virginia conference which
was held at haran roanoke county july
eleventh and twelfth elder joseph B
kendall of oxford idaho and myself
were appointed to laborinlabor jn Spott sylvania
county as matemeteoricoric elders this
necessitated a journeyf of nearly two
hundred and eftyfifty miles on foot as the

direction was given to travel without
purse or scrip we were already fati-
gued as was the castcase with many of the
elders some having walked two hund-
red miles to the place of meeting

the joy of meeting with the servants
of god which none can appreciate more
than the ambassadors of truth in a
strange land the exchange of ideas
regarding the mode of labor the spirit-
ual feast which the conference afforded
to all presen tand above all the valuable
instructions given in our priesthood
meeting by our worthy president E S
kimball enthused ofir souls with a de-
sire to go forth depending upon the
promises of the most high the pro-
mises otof the lord are sure but the flesh
of man is weak these truths were
refreshed in our minds at conference
and this with our souls filled with com-
passion toward all men and our hearts
lullfull of a desire to keep the command-
ments of god we started on july xyth
for our new field of labor to preach the
power of god unto salvation and to
prove the people among whom we were
called to travel the way we had to go
was unknown to us neither did we
know any friends to call on for food or
shelter but every day brought its special
blessings and we did not lack for any-
thing always in the time of need was
a friend raised up to provide the com-
forts of life paper and stamps were
furnished us whenever wanted when
our shoes were rent they were mended
and when money was necessary it was
given to us before conference we ex-
pected to pay for our washing and some-
times had difficulty in finding someone
to do it but since both can testify that
we have had no trouble in getting it
done freely we acknowledge the handband
of the lord in all these things and by
experience we do know that god will
provide for those who will go forth to
preach his word without purse and
scrip and depend upon him for the
labors is worthy of its hire

the following incident occurred july
we were nearing the james river

and were depending upon the lord to
provide a way torfor us to cross on
reaching the river we found the ferry-
man much opposed he would not allow
us to cross without the money of which
we had none to turn back meant a
trip ot several miles either up or down
the river to another ferry not knowing
the disposition of the owners of either
ferry we decided to wait and sepsee if the
way would be opened for us to proceed
our faith in the lord never faltered for
he had aided us in past times when
necessity required on the river bank
were two sycamore trees between which
was a plank for a seat while here
contenting ourselves a heavy thunder
storm arose the cloud rested upon us
with such density that midday become
almostalmost as dark as night and the rainmin fell
inin torrents while the thunder was
deafening fortunately a half capsized
boat afforded us protection the rain
ceased and soon a number of men
seated themselves in a small boat at the
opoppositeosite side of the river they soon
reached the landing and we learned that
they had come to launch the boat that
bad protected us from the warring ele-
ments one ot the men recognized us
as mormon preachers and come to us
saying ive met some of your men
beforebedfor PP after a short conversation we
explained our situation meanwhile the
boat had been launched and they were


